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How are those New Year’s resolutions working out for you? In a recent conversation, people shared some 
of their resolutions. They were all admirable and meaningful for different reasons. Later, as I thought about 
the various ones mentioned it seemed to me that there was a common theme about ‘reconnecting’. We all 
agreed that 2021 proved to be an interesting year. We also agreed that people have different opinions about 
what it means to practice kindness and care towards one another. While we all enjoy our individual freedom 
of choice, the challenge is how do we balance that freedom of choice with composing a life of faith? We all 
agreed that life feels a little more forced and draining. So, what is the answer? What do we need to 
reconnect with? It seems to me that Jesus might have some thoughts on the subject. Routinely, Jesus invites 
individuals to reconnect with God and one another. So, if your first draft of New Year’s resolutions aren’t 
working out, maybe here are some to consider reconnecting with in no particular order: people with people; 
calling with wellness; indifference with compassion; heart with consciousness; intimacy with gathering; 
renewal with rest; life together with character; hope with waiting; truth with purpose; and, love with faith 
and how we choose to live.  
 

As always… Peace!  

Reconnecting To What Matters... 

http://HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons
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Beth Fashimpaur, Handbell Choir Director 
Deaconess Katie Freund, Director of Early Faith  
Formation Ministries 
Beth Ann Koenemann, Financial Administrator  
Carrie Mack, Director of Youth Music Ministries 
Steve Oelschlager, Director of Operational Ministries  
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Tom Zombolo, Property 
 

Samantha (Sam) Cooper, Director 
Roxanne (Rocky) Kupfer, Assistant Director 
Tania Zombolo, Assistant Director 
 

Harold Sargent (President), Andy Eidson (Vice President), 
Darin Chartier, Nicole Drake, Mick Garrison, Gail Kelly, 
Bill Miksch, Karl Nygard, Jeannine Phillips, Sonny 
Randall, Amy Sekili, John Villani  
Secretary, Terry Berger 
Treasurer, Lori Fedyk 
Financial Secretary, Tom Miller  
 

Altar Care: Julie Luczkiw 
Greeters: Therese Delli Paoli  

 

The Cross Connection, parish newsletter of Holy Cross  
Lutheran Church, is published monthly and is available online  

at HolyCrossChurch.org/newsletters. Articles should be  
submitted by the 1st of the month to Janet Carr at                                           

janet@holycrosschurch.org 

Printed copies of the 2021 Annual Report are 
available for pick up in the Narthex. If you would 
like a printed copy mailed to you, please contact 
the church office at office@holycrosschurch.org 
or (847) 367-4060.  
 

A PDF version is available to  
view on our website at  
HolyCrossChurch.org/resources 

Our Lenten theme will explore the history, theological significance and                     

symbolism of eight different crosses. We hope you will consider joining us                  

for some thoughtful worship and community time together. 

2021  
Annual Report 

The Crosses of  

  
  

Wednesday, March 9, 7:30 - 8 pm  
St. Andrews Cross - Humility 

  

Wednesday, March 16, 7:30 - 8 pm  
Anchor Cross - Hope 

  

Wednesday, March 23, 7:30 - 8 pm  
Jerusalem Cross - Mission 

  

Wednesday, March 30, 7:30 - 8 pm  
Maltese Cross - Change 

  

Wednesday, April 6, 7:30 - 8 pm  
Celtic Cross - Redemption 

  

Maundy Thursday 
April 14, 7:30 pm 

with Holy Communion  
(with First Communion) 
Greek Cross - Service 

  

Good Friday 
April 15, 7:30 pm 

Passion Cross - Suffering 

Ash Wednesday Worship 
March 2, 7:30 pm 

with Imposition of Ashes  
& Holy Communion  

Tau Cross - Prophecy 

mailto:office@holycrosschurch.org
http://holycrosschurch.org
http://HolyCrossChurch.org/newsletters
mailto:janet@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Newsletter
mailto:office@holycrosschurch.org?subject=2021%20Annual%20Report%20
https://www.holycrosschurch.org/resources
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We All Bring Different Gifts 
by Deaconess Katie Freund 

 
Happy February! Did you know that the first day of this month is 
pulling double duty this year?  
 
If you’re anything like me, chances are you are most certainly not 
reading this February newsletter on February 1…probably not 
even in the first week of February! Don’t worry, you’re in good 
company…at least I think so.  
 
But I do want to highlight the first day of this month, not like a 
shooting star that we missed if we weren’t paying attention on the 
right day, but rather as a lovely little constellation for this season.  
 
For 2022, February 1 is the Chinese Lunar New Year (a blessed 
year of the tiger everyone!), as well as the first day of black 
history month. Liturgically, we’re in the season of “Sundays after 
Epiphany”—which reminds us of leaders from around the globe 
and across God’s creation coming together to stand in awe of God 
made flesh.  
 
Whether we take our kids to the library this month to read books 
that center on people of color, or you use this Chinese holiday as 
an excuse to introduce your toddler to mochi (Can ice cream get 
any cooler?)—now is the perfect time to be intentional in our 
conversations. Have I said that basically every month since I 
started here? Perhaps, but you can’t blame me. It’s always the 
perfect time for great meaningful conversations with loved ones of 
all ages! 
 
Let’s talk about how God has made people to be wildly different, 
and let’s talk about how we all bring unfamiliar gifts out of those 
differences. Just like with the magi, it is the fact that we come 
from unique places and families that enables us to bring special 
gifts forward. So let’s celebrate them! This month I know our 
household is giving special thanks for uplifting things, like mochi 
and soul music, as well as teachers from these communities that 
are often overlooked. What are some of the other cultures that 
have impacted your family? How can we celebrate them and give 
thanks? How can we value the gifts others bring to the table? 

 

Robert Homann 

December 26, 2021  
 

Robert Ander 

January 10, 2022 

  All ages welcome! Individuals, couples, and 
families. Join Deaconess Katie every Sunday 

morning at 9 am in the Fellowship Area. 
 

                                                                More details on page 8 

The field of candidates was reduced 
following the first rounds of interviews. 
We are fortunate that we have choices of 
very capable pastors who expressed 
interest in our transition process. An invitation to participate in a 
second round of interviews was presented to select candidates.  
 
Continue to hold the Call Committee in your prayers as they 
perform their task on behalf of the congregation. Again, 
members of the Call Committee are: Jen Christensen (chair); 
Carol Dikelsky, Amy Becker-Perez, Nicole Drake, Dave 
Kenney, Matt Sargent, Dave Klein, Mark Fedyk and Phil 
Kirschbaum.  

“A Path Forward” Update 

Interested in Learning More and  
Growing in Your Faith? 

 
Amplify Media is an online learning platform with 1000’s of 
study, worship, and devotional videos that can be streamed 
anytime, anywhere, from any device. Better yet, Holy Cross has 
arranged a congregational subscription that allows you access to 
the content at no charge.  
 
To get started, simply create your account at this link:  

bit.ly/HCamplify 
Access code: CWPFBS 

 
 

When you get to the site, you can browse and search for 
something that catches your attention. You can also see the 
playlist titled “As Mentioned In the February 2022 Newsletter” 
for three courses on Jesus and the New Testament. Next, either 
watch the video preview or, if you click the title under the 
video, you can learn more about the full scope of the course and 
its teacher. 
 

For questions or more information, please get in touch with 
Steve Oelschlager at steve@holycrosschurch.org 

FORWARD 

A  PATH 

As Mentioned In the February 2022 Newsletter 

mailto:steve@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Amplify%20Media


4  

 

Why Faith, Why Holy Cross? 
by Steve Oelschlager 

 

Periodically, it is helpful to pause, ask, and remind myself why 
I’m a Christian and why I practice my faith through Holy 
Cross. Pondering why is always a different question than 
focusing on what or how. When we have a sense of why, we 
can tap into motivation and inspiration that can be elusive 
when our why is fuzzy. Over my lifetime, I have found it 
challenging to maintain my engagement when I’m unsure why 
I’m doing something. 
 
Diving into the why question, I’ll start by naming my desire to 
know what life is really all about. Not too far below the surface 
of ordinary life and consciousness are profound questions 
about meaning and purpose and truth and suffering. How does 
anybody make sense of those things in a way that nurtures and 
sustains everyday life? For me, the Christian framework of 
God’s spirit and energy, God’s love being at work in creation, 
and all that is, is so much more satisfying than a universe that 
is merely an accident, the result of nothing but random events. 
My faith gives me a way not to be accidental and be part of 
something bigger than myself, all of it full of intentionality. 
 
Jesus then adds the “flesh” to this Christian framework. He 
teaches that truth, meaning, purpose, fulfillment, and well-
being are less about money, things, appearance, achievement, 
independence and more about people, relationships, 
community, and interdependence. Jesus modeled that suffering 
will be part of the journey, but suffering doesn’t have to be the 
end, that misery can be transformed mysteriously into life. 
Jesus then asks his followers to practice the way of love, 
forgiveness, compassion, empathy, generosity, and hospitality 
so that our lives might resonate with God’s spirit, truth, and 
intention for all creation. 
 
I need our Holy Cross community to practice my faith because 
none of this is easy. In the same way that exercise is a practice 
that feeds physical health, I need spiritual practices to 
strengthen my spiritual resolve and grit. I need our community 
at Holy Cross for its inspiration and encouragement. I need to 
keep learning and be reminded, to keep getting nudged back to 
God’s truth and Jesus’ ways of love, generosity, and 
hospitality. 
 
How would you articulate why faith and Holy Cross matter to 
you? For those of you who are parents, how would you explain 
that to yourself and your children? 

Director of High School Youth  
Position Available 

 
The Crossroads program is looking for our next Director of 
High School Youth & Family Ministry. This is a part time 
position (10 hours a week). The Director of High School Youth 
& Family Ministry is supported by the broader Intergenerational 
Faith Formation programing with an emphasis on developing 
long lasting positive relationships within the larger family of 
church members. 
 
The Director of High School Youth Ministry areas of focus will 
include: 

- Ministry leadership and advocacy with high school youth and  
   their families 
- Project and programming planning 
- Event implementation and facilitation 
- Establishing and sustaining relationships 
 
Full job description available at holycrosschurch.org/jobs 
Contact Steve Oelschlager at steve@holycrosschurch.org to 
apply. 

Can you  

lend a hand? 

 

Worship volunteers: Readers, Greeters/Ushers 
 
 

To help provide information, assistance and a rich worship 
experience, we are looking for one reader and one greeter/
usher assistant at each worship service on Sunday mornings.    
If you were a reader/greeter prior to Covid, you have 
received an email inviting you to schedule yourself for a 
date/time that works for your schedule. If you would like to 
connect to serving in this way, please contact the church 
office at office@holycrosschurch.org or (847) 367-4060 and 
we will be happy to assist to get you started.  

  

- Applications Due April 30 - 
 

Through the Holy Cross Mission Endowment Fund, Holy 
Cross provides scholarships to assist and encourage post high 
school education for its members. These scholarships may be 
used at an accredited college, university or vocational 
technical school. Requirements are that you be an active 
member of Holy Cross and that you submit an application 
form including a thoughtful faith statement.  

 
           Applications are available online at  

 

         HolyCrossChurch.org/resources 

Mission Endowment  
Scholarships 

https://www.holycrosschurch.org/jobs
mailto:mlsonnyrandall@gmail.com?subject=Youth%20Gathering
mailto:office@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Volunteer
https://www.holycrosschurch.org/resources
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 holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/94321824417 

The Holy Cross Book Club, open to anyone who is interested in reading and discussing books, routinely 
meets the fourth Thursday of every month.  
 

In February we will discuss Three Girls from Bronzeville: A Uniquely American Memoir of Race, 
Fate, and Sisterhood by Dawn Turner, a riveting coming-of-age memoir about three Black girls from 
the storied Bronzeville section of Chicago that offers a penetrating exploration of race, opportunity, 
friendship, sisterhood, and the powerful forces at work that allow some to flourish…and others to falter. 
Our discussion host will be Susan Williamson. If you have any questions, please email Melanie Houser 
at housermd@comcast.net  

Our next study will be around the book Common Ground: Loving Others Despite Our Differences by 
Amberly Neese. Whether it is in politics, the professional world, a party, or a pew, we face conflict every 
day. As conversations get more heated and social media is deluged with opinion-spewing, hurt feelings, 
and broken relationships, we need hope and practical tools to navigate the tumultuous waters and live at 
peace with everyone. Fortunately, the Scriptures provides insight into living at peace despite our 
differences through the stories of sibling rivalries in the Old and New Testaments. God’s Word helps us 
discover common ground even when we disagree. Questions? Contact Pastor Bob at 
pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org 
  

Discussion Topics:  
Joseph & His Brothers: Combating Jealousy  
Moses, Miriam & Aaron: Working Together Despite Differences  
Mary, Martha & Lazarus: Appreciating the Contributions of Others  
Rachel & Leah: Having Compassion for the Plight of Others 

Women’s 

Group 
Discussion 

 

          holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/93144150662 
 

 

With so many resources available that can lead to sharing ideas about intersectionality and antiracism, the 
Roundtable will dedicate some of our time each month to book discussion. If you are interested in the 
themes of the books described below, please contact the church office to arrange a time to pick up a free 
copy and join us. Please reach out to Carol Dikelsky at carol@dikelsky.org with any questions. 
 

February, March, April: Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again by 
Rachel Held Evans 
If the Bible isn’t a science book, instruction manual, or position paper, then what is it? New York Times 
bestselling author Rachel Held Evans (1981-2019) invites readers on a journey of rediscovery as she 
explores the magic of the Bible, engaging the old, familiar stories in new ways that honor the past and 
enlighten the present. Drawing upon recent scholarship and literary analysis, Evans creatively retells our 
favorite Bible stories, explaining their contexts and possible interpretations, and then connects these 
ancient stories to our present-day ones. Using her well-honed literary instincts and experience in both 
evangelical and mainline Protestant traditions, Evans discovers a way of understanding that avoids 
noncommittal liberalism on one hand and strident literalism on the other. Readers are invited to fall in 
love with Scripture all over again without checking their intellect—or their imaginations—at the door. 
 

May, June, July: The Color of Compromise by Jemar Tisby 
The Color of Compromise is both enlightening and compelling, telling a history we either ignore or just 
don’t know. Equal parts painful and inspirational, it details how the American church has helped create 
and maintain racist ideas and practices. You will be guided in thinking through concrete solutions for 
improved race relations and a racially inclusive church. This book is not a call to shame or a platform to 
blame white evangelical Christians. It is a call from a place of love and desire to fight for a more racially 
unified church that no longer compromises what the Bible teaches about human dignity and equality. A 
call that challenges black and white Christians alike to stand up now and being implementing the concrete 
ways Tisby outlines, all for a more equitable and inclusive environment among God’s people. Starting 
today. 

Antiracism 
Roundtable

mailto:housermd@comcast.net?subject=Book%20Club
mailto:pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Women's%20Discussion%20Group
https://holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/92610537947
mailto:carol@dikelsky.org?subject=Antiracism
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Saturday 
Men’s Group 

To join this group, please contact Jodi Zombolo at (224) 595-8573. Pilates will meet in-person in the         
west wing. 

We will meet at Blue Sky Yoga for an evening of yoga and relaxation. The cost is $15 per person, payable in 
advance or on the night of the session. Please register by contacting Terry Berger at (224) 775-1479 or Angie 
(224) 513-1069, or at fb.com/myblueskyyoga Questions? Contact Terry Berger at terryberger.08@gmail.com 
or (224) 775-1479.  

Grounded 
in Grace 

holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/84674791777 
 

We differ in views and opinions. We think we know solutions. We all have different life circumstances, 
variations of privilege, ethnicity, language and seasonings. There are different faiths and practices, 
cultures, art, music, celebrations and ceremonies. Humanity has developed and diversified over time. But 
in all our differences, we still are more alike than not. If we are blessed we grow to live a long life. Our 
bodies function the same. We think and imagine. We innovate, create and manifest. We try, we fail and 
we learn. We hurt and we get hurt, and hopefully heal. We breathe, need food, water, shelter and 
company. We long for love, for friendship and community.  
 

We find ourselves in this moment where coming together is fundamentally important and essential to our 
moving forward from love regardless of faith, race, sexuality, nationality as one humanity for the healing 
of the world. Pastor Bob will continue to host conversations that are inspired by video presentations.  
 

Five video offerings: 
Session One: Toward the Other… Brian McLaren 
Session Two: Honor Everyone… Miroslav Volf 
Session Three: The Ultimate Embrace… Bishop Mano Rumalshah 
Session Four: The Very Good Gospel… Lisa Sharon Harper 
Session Five: Kinship & Kingdom… Father Greg Boyle 
 

Questions? Contact Pastor Bob at pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org 

         holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/301891517  
 

This group is for men of faith to come together throughout the year to share their faith and thoughts 
about challenging topics. All welcome. 
 

In February, Pastor Bob will continue to host conversations on the topic of In This Together… Loving 
Our Way Forward inspired by video presentations. See below for additional details. Questions? Contact 
Pastor Bob at pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org or Steve Oelschlager at steve@holycrosschurch.org  

IN THIS 
TOGETHER 

Quilting 
GROUP 

The Quilting Group gathers in-person on Wednesdays to sew as a group. Completed quilts are donated to 
COOL Ministries for families residing in their Family Housing program or to Project Linus, an                  
organization that provides blankets to comfort children who are seriously injured, traumatized, or in 
need. If you have quilt tops that you no long want or need, or have sewn a quilt top that you would like 
to be donated to a good cause, consider giving it to the quilting group. Donations of 100% cotton fabric, 
either scrap pieces or yardage, are always welcome. Contact Deb Sherrock at debs695@aol.com or (630) 
267-7802 with any questions.  

https://holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/85911417343
mailto:pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Difficult%20Words%20of%20Jesus
http://zoom.us/j/301891517
mailto:pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Difficult%20Words%20of%20Jesus
mailto:steve@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Men's%20Group
mailto:debs695@aol.com?subject=Quilting%20Group
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by Samantha Cooper  
Director of CrossWays Preschool & Celebration! Childcare 

Good Friends and Fun Learning 
 

Celebration! Childcare students will be celebrating Valentine’s Day 
on Monday, February 14. Teachers will plan engaging activities and 
interactive games for the special day. We will also be swapping 
Valentine cards with our friends and teachers! Students are enjoying 
time outside in the winter weather. It has been a mild winter so far 
which allows for ample outdoor time! Some of our students are also 
adjusting to new classrooms after transitions occurred mid-January. 
These students are creating new friendships, establishing new      
routines, and challenging themselves with next level developmental 
skills. 
 
Silver Room returned back to normal operating hours at the                      
beginning of January! We originally expected the hours to remain 
shortened going into the New Year and received a Christmas                  
miracle of having our assistant teacher positions filled. Both                        
families and staff have been thrilled to have the classroom back to 
normal hours and routines.  
 
We are gearing up for summer camp! Plans are beginning to form 
for our weekly themes, in-house activities, and special crafts. We 
are hopeful to have our school age camp back this year as well! We 
will also have enrollment openings in our classrooms starting up 
again late spring/early summer. It will be exciting to have some 
fresh faces joining us for a fun summer!  

Celebration! Childcare CrossWays Preschool 

celebration@holycrosschurch.org 
(847) 367-6208 
cchildcare.org 

Celebration! 
Childcare 

crossways@holycrosschurch.org 
(847) 367-4367 
cpreschool.org 

CrossWays 
Preschool 

         Dine and Donate Recap 
 

Our first Dine and Donate event of 2022 was held 
on Thursday, January 20 at Panda Express in 
Vernon Hills. Thank you to everyone who helped 
support our programs by eating out during the day!  

CrossWays Preschool Important Dates  

Monday, February 21: No School - President’s Day 

Building Friendships and Connections 
 

February is a productive time in our preschool classrooms to 
talk about friendships and kindness. We will be celebrating 
Valentine’s Day with a class party on Monday, February 14. 
Students will have the opportunity to bring in cards to 
exchange with their friends and teachers in class. We will be 
working on Valentine projects and activities leading up to the 
special day. Classrooms will also be diving into a variety of 
other topics as well such as Dr. Seuss, polar animals, and 
authors.  
 
In-house registration for the 2022/23 school year has begun on 
February 1! Registration for the public will open on February 
21. See below for details. If you or someone you know is 
looking for preschool care, send them our way. The staff is 
beginning to plan out our 2022 summer plans! Last year was a 
success with the in-house activities and field trips. We are 
hoping to bring back events that we have seen in the past as 
well as some new ones.  

It has been over two years since we have held a book 
fair. We will be hosting a virtual book fair on                   

February 23 and 24. Orders can be placed online to 
help us not only earn free books for our classrooms 

but also money for various program needs.  
For more details, visit cpreschool.org/events  

or cchildcare.org/events 

Virtual Book Fair Coming Soon! 

New Students qualify for waived registration if enrolled by March 15. 

Ages 2 - 5 years 
 

Half-day  

Preschool 

Our DCFS licensed preschool                                                       
program utilizes creative curriculum                                                       
planning that guides young children as                                                            
they grow, develop and succeed! We                                                                   
offer a traditional preschool model on                                                              
Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays and                                                                
an Enrichment class on Tuesdays/Thursdays.                           
Students can participate in one or both educational                              
options.  

Daily large motor activities, hands-on learning, engaging                      

experiences, social emotional conversations, outdoor play, 

Kindergarten preparedness, and much more! 

CrossWays 
Preschool 

http://cpreschool.org/events
http://cchildcare.org/events


8  

 

CONFIRMATION 

High School  
Youth Group 

by Deaconess Katie Freund 
 

Confirmation continues and we’re almost halfway through the 
second term already! For the month of January, we pivoted and 
switched to an online class format using Zoom; and we’ve got to 
say that our small group leaders have been phenomenal! Without 
these parent volunteers our confirmation class simply couldn’t be 
possible in this way.  
 

The plan is to resume in-person class sessions for February… but 
we know that when we make plans God (or sometimes COVID) 
laughs - so confirmation families should keep watching their 
emails for updates as they come.  
 

February Schedule   
Time: 6:30 - 8 pm 
Location: Sanctuary  
 

February 6: Serving Others through Vocation  
February 13: Canceled for Super Bowl Sunday 
February 20: Stewardship of Both Money and Creation 
February 27: The Sacrament of Baptism 
 

See below for a volunteer option to help pack lunches for PADS. 

by Deaconess Katie Freund 

 
This February our Sunday School lessons are focusing on 
stories that highlight just how miraculous God’s love is! 
 
We’ll be learning about stories and teachings like the 
beatitudes, and the command to love our enemies, and Jesus 
being transfigured on a mountaintop.  
 
Focusing on growing intergenerational faith in our 
congregation is a great way to show God’s love for the least of 
these! Don’t be shy, come join us! 

Intergenerational Worship + Faith + Food + Fun  
Sunday, February 6 at 11:15 am 
 

When is it? Every first Sunday of every month 
 

Who? All 8th - 12th grade youth and their families 
 

Where? The Holy Cross Lutheran Church Gathering 
Space (Face masks are required indoors except when 
eating.) 
 

What is it? The first 45 minutes is a fun and interactive      
worship experience. The second 45 minutes includes 
lunch, games and youth gathering planning. 

Sunday School Spring Schedule 
 

Spring break: March 27 - April 3  
 

Easter break: April 17 
 

Last day of Sunday School: May 8 

In the past serving others in the community has been an integral part of confirmation, but 
unfortunately the opportunities for such things had dried up for the past two years due to 
Covid. However there's good news! 
 

Starting in January we have had the chance to resume working with PADS Lake County, 
which works with individuals and families experiencing a housing crisis.  
 

We have the following dates to choose from where our confirmation kids can help on a 
Sunday morning (at 9 am between worship services) to come pack lunches for PADS: 
February 6, 20 & 27, March 6 & 13 Sign up online at: bit.ly/PADSspring22 
 

We'll meet on scheduled Sundays at 9 am in the Holy Cross kitchen. Questions? 
Contact Deaconess Katie Freund at deaconesskatie@holycrosschurch.org 

  Sundays, February 6, 13, 20, 27 
 at 9 am 

Fellowship Area 
 

All ages welcome! 

2022 ELCA Youth Gathering Update 
 

• 32 youth and parents from HCLC registered to attend. 
 

• The youth and their parents have been meeting once a month for the 
Intergenerational Worship + Faith + Food + Fun. We have five Young 
Adult Leaders (recent HCLC Crossroads graduates) who will be 
attending as our small group leaders as well as an extra pair of eyes, 
ears and hands. The group recently sent each of them an “End of the 
Semester/Christmas Care Package.” Please see photos below. 

 

• The Parent Leaders have had several planning meetings to begin the 
process of 1.) Sharing the planning responsibilities and 2.) Building 
positive relationships with each other and the youth.  

 

• In January we finalized our budget and outlined our fundraising 
process. 

Confirmation Students: PADS Volunteer Opportunity 

https://bit.ly/PADSspring22
mailto:deaconesskatie@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Confirmation
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A Garden 
by Leo Karris 

I’m not sure what the temperature will be when you are 
reading this but right now it is five degrees outside. Yet here I 
sit, looking out the window and I’m thinking about our garden. 
I remember the delicious lettuce and spinach and the sun 
ripened grape tomatoes that got picked but never made it into 
the house. Every day we were in awe at how freely the land 
gave to us. I am looking forward to another season of growing. 
I remember how I hesitated to regenerate our garden. My 
hesitation was probably typical of most people thinking about 
starting a garden. What should I plant, what if we get too much 
to eat by ourselves, what do I know about growing food? Turns 
out the answers were simple.  
 

• We planted what we like to eat; cucumber, zucchini, 
tomato, peppers, lettuce, spinach, and onion. 

• We shared our surplus with neighbors, which was a 
lot of fun.  

• Turns out the earth has a pretty good idea of how 
things grow. We had a lovely garden last season and 
it gave us delicious and nutritious food to eat along 
with a lot of joy in watching it grow. All we had to 
do is provide some good soil, put the seed in the 
ground and water when needed. Quick note, even 
though we were in a drought last season, the humus 
content in our garden soil retained a high level of 
moisture meaning we did not have to water as much 
as I thought. Humus absorbs four to six times its 
weight in water. 

 

It was all so good, and I can’t wait to get going again this year. 
I encourage all of you to do the same and start planning today. 

 

Please email me your thoughts and questions at 
leockarris@gmail.com 

Willow House provides grief support services to 
children, teens, young adult and adult family 
members coping with the death of a loved one.  
These groups provide a place in which the 
challenges and feelings of the grieving 
experience can be expressed, where loved ones 
are remembered and honored, and where stories can be shared 
in a safe and non-judgmental place. 
 
Due to the ongoing pandemic, Willow House will continue to 
meet virtually on a monthly basis. For meeting dates and more 
information about Willow House, please visit willowhouse.org 
or email info@willowhouse.org 

Chicagoland Voices Concert 
Saturday, February 12 

at 7 pm 
Holy Cross Sanctuary 

 

Chicagoland Voices is an auditioned choir based in Cary, Illinios, 
which includes Holy Cross members Mike and Carol Dikelsky. 
The group is led by Jason Krigas, a graduate of the University of 
Illinois, where he sang in the acapella group “The Other Guys” 
with Mike. The concert will feature a wide variety of choral music 
including Broadway, classical, vocal jazz, spirituals, and many 
more styles. Some composers featured will include Eric Whitacre, 
Stephen Sondheim, Pentatonix, Stephen Schwartz, Elaine 
Hagenberg and many more.  
 
No reservations or tickets are required, and admission is free, but  
a free will offering will be taken to benefit the Holy Cross youth 
who will be traveling to Minneapolis for the ELCA Youth 
Gathering this July. 

Registration Now Open  
 

Holy Cross is once again committed to hosting the Global 
Leadership Summit (in person) on August 4 - 5, 2022. 
Register using the following link and priority code by March 
31, 2022 to take advantage of the $139 Host Site & Summit 
Partner rate.   

   bit.ly/GLSatHCLC 
   Priority code: GLS22TEAM 

 Thank You from LSSI 
 
As part of our Giving Tree program this past holiday season,                 
Holy Cross members donated 20 gift cards and collected $1,000 to 
purchase additional gift cards for the families served by Lutheran 
Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) as part of their “Gift-a-Card” 
program.   
 
We recently received a letter from Mark Stutrud, President and 
CEO of LSSI, which stated in part: 
 
“LSSI offers whole person care in all of our programs, recognizing 
that our constituents have full lives beyond whatever challenges 
they may face. We consider you a part of this ministry and 
appreciate your support more than you know. 
 
Each year gifts like yours help provide care to tens of thousands of 
people across the state. The majority of these people have annual 
family incomes of less than $15,000, which means every gift you 
make is greatly needed and sincerely appreciated. 
 
Thanks again for remembering LSSI with your gift. It is an honor 
and pleasure to serve alongside you.” 

mailto:leockarris@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/GLSatHCLC
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Food donations continue to come in to  
Holy Cross earmarked for the COOL  
Food Pantry. Your generosity is greatly  
appreciated by so many; those who need  
assistance and those who are offering the pantry as a resource. 
In order to move our donations from Holy Cross to the 
Waukegan food pantry location, we are in need of additional 
volunteers. If you are able to assist by picking up food 
donations once or twice per month and delivering them to the 
COOL location on a weekday between 10 am and 2 pm, we'd 
love to have you join the team! Please contact the church office 
to volunteer and we will put you on the rotation to deliver.   
 

Cool Food Pantry patrons come by appointment only to pick up 
already packaged food. The number of patrons has grown, and 
our monetary help is needed more than ever. To continue to 
help, you may donate on our website at 
donate.holycrosschurch.org 

Following is a message from by Meghan Powell-Filler, 
Executive Director of PADS Lake County that is posted on 
their website:     
 
“Over a year and a half ago, the world turned upside down. 
It’s been a year of unexpected challenges, quarantines, and 
uncertainty unlike anything in our lifetime. Today, everyone 
here at PADS looks back on a chapter in our organization’s 
history filled with hardship and loss while continuing to find 
immense hope for the future. 

Thanks to our supporters, we have been able to continue our 
24/7 interim housing model through partnerships with three 
local hotels. This has allowed us to provide stable, individual 
accommodations for individuals and families to stay safe as 
they work to find permanent housing. This shelter model also 
includes: 

• Food boxes and at least 2 meals/day prepared by 
volunteers—mostly from our friends at CAP and our 
amazing network of over 15 community congregations. 

• Partnership with a Case Manager in order to create and 
execute a personalized housing plan; and connections to 
other partner agencies in order to provide the best possible 
resources to support clients as they work to overcome 
barriers to housing. 

• Structured programming, including intake and 
personalized assessment, holistic wrap-around services, 
case management, assessments for employment and/or 
entitlement benefit support, connections to healthcare and 
health providers, PPE distribution, access to basic needs, 
and more. 

 
In addition, many of our amazing shelter sites and volunteers 
from years past will be coming back to support any overflow 
of need during the coldest months of the year through our 
traditional (albeit reduced capacity) rotating shelter site model. 

Our programs and services will continue to change and grow 
in response to the pandemic and beyond.  Currently, PADS is 
housing over 150 individuals in hotels across Lake County. 
While we have faced previously unimagined challenges these 
past months, we have also had the opportunity to re-evaluate 
our programs and look forward to continuing to improve our 
service models in the future to best meet the needs of the 
individuals and families who we serve. 

If one thing has kept us going, it has been the unrelenting 
support of our community. We are still here because of all 
who have volunteered, donated, and advocated for the 
individuals and families experiencing homelessness in  our 
community. Thank you for sticking with us. For your 
partnership, patience, and understanding as we continue (still!) 
to navigate this new normal.” 

Monetary donations for PADS may continue to be made 
online on the Holy Cross website at 
donate.holycrosschurch.org 

ELCA World Hunger 

Every first Sunday of the month, your bulletin includes an offering 
envelope for ELCA World Hunger.  
 
Working with and through congregations such as ours in the 
United States, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands, Lutheran 
churches overseas and other partners, ELCA World Hunger is 
uniquely positioned to reach communities in need. From health 
clinics to microloans, water wells to animal husbandry, 
community meals to advocacy, your gifts to ELCA World Hunger 
make it possible tor the ELCA to respond, supporting sustainable 
solutions that get at the root causes of hunger and poverty. 
 
Hunger Facts 

• 821 million  people around the world—that’s more than 1 in 
10—can’t access the food they need to live active, healthy 
lives. 

 

• According to the most recent estimates, 736 million people 
live in extreme poverty on less than $1.90 per day. That’s 
10% of the world’s population. 

 

• At some point in 2017 (the most recent year available), more 
than 40 million people in the United States were unsure where 
their next meal might come from. 

 

• 39.7 million Americans were living in poverty in 2017. For a 
family of four, this means their annual household income was 
below $25,094. 

 
If you would like more information about the work ELCA World 
Hunger does across the globe, please visit  
elca.org/hunger 

http://donate.holycrosschurch.org
http://elca.org/hunger
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Tuesday, February 1 
CrossWays Preschool In-House Registration 
4 pm Red Rose Choirs, 402 
 

Wednesday, February 2 
9 am      Quilting Group, 404 
4 pm Red Rose Choirs, 402 
 

Thursday, February 3 
7 pm     Handbell Choir rehearsal, 402 
 

Saturday, February 5 
7 am Saturday Men’s Group, fellowship area 
5:30 pm First Saturday Worship with Holy Communion,  
 Sanctuary 
 

Sunday, February 6 
ELCA World Hunger Sunday 
8 am Worship with Holy Communion, Sanctuary   
9 am Sunday School: Faith Formation  
10 am Worship with Holy Communion, Sanctuary   
11:15 am Antiracism Roundtable & Workgroup, Zoom 
11:15 am Intergenerational Worship +, Crossroads High  
 School Youth Group and their families 
6:30 pm Confirmation, Sanctuary 
 

Monday, February 7 
6 pm Pilates, Celebration! Childcare atrium 
 

Tuesday, February 8 
9:30 am Women’s Discussion Group, fellowship area 
4 pm Red Rose Choirs, 402 
7 pm In This Together Conversation, Zoom 
7 pm BSA Committee Meeting, 207 
 

Wednesday, February 9 
9 am      Quilting Group, 404 
4 pm Red Rose Choirs, 402 
 

Thursday, February 10 
7 pm     Handbell Choir rehearsal, 402 
 

Saturday, February 12 
8 am BSA Wood Badge breakfast, fellowship area 
11 am BSA Wood Badge Training, 402 
12 pm Lake Michigan Lodge group, fellowship area 
7 pm Chicagoland Voices Concert, Sanctuary 
 

Sunday,  February 13 
8 am Worship, Sanctuary 
9 am Sunday School: Faith Formation 
10 am Worship, Sanctuary 
 

Monday, February 14 

6 pm Pilates, Celebration! Childcare atrium 
7 pm BSA Troop 194 meeting, 404 
 

Tuesday, February 15 
4 pm Red Rose Choirs, 402 
 

Wednesday, February 16 
9 am      Quilting Group, 404 
4 pm Red Rose Choirs, 402 
 

Thursday, February 17 
7 pm Church Council, fellowship area 
7 pm     Handbell Choir rehearsal, 402 
 

Saturday, February 19 
7 am Saturday Men’s Group, fellowship area 
 

Sunday, February 20 
8 am Worship with Holy Communion, Sanctuary   
9 am Sunday School: Faith Formation  
10 am Worship with Holy Communion, Sanctuary   
6:30 pm Confirmation, Sanctuary 
 

Monday, February 21 
CrossWays Preschool Closed - President’s Day  
CrossWays Preschool Public Registration 
6 pm Pilates, Celebration! Childcare atrium 
7 pm BSA Troop 194 meeting, 404 
 

Tuesday, February 22 
9:30 am Women’s Discussion Group, fellowship area 
4 pm Red Rose Choirs, 402 
7 pm In This Together Conversation, Zoom 
 

Wednesday, February 23 
CrossWays Preschool & Celebration! Childcare Book Fair, virtual 
9 am      Quilting Group, 404 
4 pm Red Rose Choirs, 402 
 

Thursday, February 24 
CrossWays Preschool & Celebration! Childcare Book Fair, virtual 

7 pm      Book Club, Zoom 
 
Sunday, February 27 
8 am Worship, Sanctuary   
9 am Sunday School: Faith Formation 
10 am Worship, Sanctuary   
6:30 pm Confirmation, Sanctuary 
 

Monday, February 28 
6 pm Pilates, Celebration! Childcare atrium 
6:30 pm BSA Court of Honor, Gathering space 
7 pm BSA Troop 194 meeting, 404 



 Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE  

PAID 
Libertyville, IL 
Permit No. 14 

CrossWays 
Preschool 

Postmaster: Request in home by FEBRUARY 1 

Tuesdays, February 8, 22, & March 8  
7 pm via Zoom  

IN THIS TOGETHER 

See more on page 6 

  Sunday mornings at 9 am 
Fellowship Area 

 

Details on page 8 

CONFIRMATION 
  Sunday evenings at 6:30 pm 

Sanctuary 
 

Details on page 8 

New Students qualify for waived  

registration if enrolled by March 15. 

Ages 2 - 5 years 
 

Half-day  

Preschool 

Details on page 7 

Ash Wednesday Worship 
March 2, 7:30 pm 

 

with Imposition of Ashes  
& Holy Communion 


