Engaging Scripture through Imagery

February 2020

Pick one image…

How would you describe this image to another person? What emotions surface as you consider this
image? What scripture narrative does this image connect with? What might God be saying to you through
this image?
These images say to me: Nothing is held back, everything is offered; here is the symmetry of grace and
love upon which God's Kingdom is to be established. Hands are opened to receive and then to give. God
is open-handed and open hands show us what divine grace looks like, because God always offers to each
of us all that God has to give. What about you?
I think that we as humans are wired to appreciate and recognize imagery. Using images allows our brains,
hearts, and souls to engage scripture and one another while opening pathways toward understanding and
transformation. Images have power that words do not. Research tells us that we have been socialized
through images. In an image-rich world, we know that provocative images can connect people’s
imaginations and hearts to form convictions with their minds and allow them to act in the ways of Jesus
across the myriad of life’s contexts.
The reality is that we live in a fragmented and information gluttoned society. Hearts are overloaded and
distracted by images and narratives. We are challenged to connect with God’s narrative in meaningful
ways. Images are one of the primary currencies that grab our attention while making a point about who
we are and whose we are.
As we journey through the 40 days of Lent in 2020, Holy Cross will provide a “Visual Faith Practice”
for your daily devotions that will provide you with the opportunity to dive deeper into your personal faith
formation journey. There will be three elements: scriptures, images, and questions. They will be used in
partnership and can vary in order to create a unique experience of learning, growth, and transformation.
These daily devotions will be comprised of an evocative image that taps into our deeper feelings while
exploring the connection between our life and what it means to live as a child of God. Questions were
essential to Jesus. He asked questions of the heart that unlock our matters of trust, desire, and love. Jesus
also asked questions of the mind that helped frame a world view that enables us to connect to our
cognitive thoughts and navigate through the experiences of this world.
The goal is simple: Harnessing the power of images for spiritual transformation.
Peace,
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The Lenten daily devotional, a “Visual Faith Practice,” will be available on the
church’s website holycrosschurch.org beginning Ash Wednesday, February 26.
Please refer to page two of this issue of the newsletter for details.
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Ash

Lenten Daily Devotional
Visual Faith Practice

February 26

7:30 - 8:30 pm
Worship with Imposition of Ashes
& Holy Communion
Staffed nursery available for children ages 3 and under.

The 40 days of Lent provide us with the opportunity to alter the
daily rhythm of life. During the Lenten season in 2020, we would
like to invite you to change things up by adding a daily practice.
We are calling it a Lenten “Visual Faith Practice.” It will consist
of an image, a scripture passage and reflection questions. Each
day there will be a different image, scripture, and question
provided.
Our hope is that these daily devotions will provide you with a few
moments each day to deepen and enrich your spiritual life.
How will you be able to access the daily devotional?
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The devotional will be located on the church’s website
(holycrosschurch.org) and on our Facebook page
(fb.com/holycrosslibertyville) beginning on Wednesday, February
26. The devotional will be updated daily with new content and
will continue to build a library of daily devotional material for
your use. The church’s web page is available on smart phones and
enables you to access this Lenten devotional virtually anywhere
and anytime.
In addition, there will be a Lenten “Visual Faith Practice”
available on the screen in the gathering space each Sunday for
shared conversation during fellowship times. We will also
incorporate the Lenten “Visual Faith Practice” into our midweek
Lenten experience.

midweek lent
This year for our midweek Lenten worship services we will focus on the
“Serenity Prayer,” attributed to Reinhold Niebuhr.
The Serenity Prayer
God, grant me the serenity
to accept the things I cannot change,
courage to change the things I can,
and wisdom to know the difference.
We may have been drawn to this prayer at different moments in our life.
Perhaps it was when we are at a loss for words. It may be an option other
than the Lord’s Prayer. Or, we may defer to this prayer at times when we
are tempted to believe that the idea of serenity and peace seems far away.
If we had to boil the serenity prayer down to one word, it would be
perspective. The serenity prayer works at teaching us how to see what’s
really going on in a particular moment of our life.
Please join us for worship on the Wednesdays of Lent. Worship is at 7:30
pm. Our liturgy will be Holden Evening Prayer and the services are
approximately 30 minutes in length.
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What’s Love Got to Do With It?
by Rev. Sally Hanson

Midweek

Lenten Soup Suppers

As soon as the after Christmas sales start, you can also begin to
see the Valentine’s Day hearts appear. When we think of
February, we often think about love. But what does that really
mean?

Every Wednesday before our Midweek Lenten worship service,
we will gather for fellowship and share a meal. These are
intended to be relaxed and provide some time for us to slow
down and care for one another.
Soup Suppers will be offered on the following days:
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm
March 4
March 25

March 11
April 1

March 18

There is one word for love in English, but there are six different
words to describe love in Greek, the language the New
Testament was written in. Each of them conveys a different form
of love.
•
•
•

We invite five attendees each week to provide a gallon of soup
for the evening. The remainder of the attendees provide either
bread, salads, fruit or desserts and/or help clean up after the
soup supper. Beverages and table service will be provided.

•

A sign up board will be available in the gathering space or you
can sign up online at bit.ly/LENTSS20

•

Please join us!

•

Agape means love, like the unconditional love of god for
humans and of humans toward love. This is Christian love.
Eros means love like the intimate passion shared between
lovers.
Phila means love like the affectionate friendship between
equals. It is a loyalty between and to friends, otherwise
known as “brotherly love” (think Philadelphia).
Storge means love and affection between parents and
children.
Philautia means a self-love or a regard for one’s happiness
or advantage.
Xenia means a guest-friendship love. The kind of love that
comes through hospitality. A generous love shown to those
who are far from home, and the gratitude love of a guest
toward the host.

Each time we read love in the New Testament, we simply hear
the word love. But, perhaps it means something a little more.

Ash Wednesday Worship Service
February 26, 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Imposition of Ashes & Holy Communion

Midweek Lenten Worship Services
Wednesday, March 4, 7:30 - 8 pm
“Serenity”

Wednesday, March 11, 7:30 - 8 pm
“Acceptance”
Wednesday, March 18, 7:30 - 8 pm
“Courage”

Wednesday, March 25, 7:30 - 8 pm
“Change”

Wednesday, April 1, 7:30 - 8 pm
“Wisdom”

One of the most well known scripture verses is John 3:16: “For
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that
whoever believes in him will have everlasting life.”
Which kind of love do you think John used for this statement?
Would it change how you read it if you thought this passage was
written with storge? Or xenia? In fact, the word for love here is
agape. While you probably guessed that, it makes one wonder
what other kinds of love are out there and how it influences our
hearing of scripture when in English we simply say love.
So this Valentine’s Day, as you are picking out cards or gifts for
your kids to trade at school parties, for your spouse, a best friend,
a child or a grandchild, a co-worker or a teacher, I invite you to
pause and think about the kind of love and gratitude you are
trying to convey to these people in your life. Does the card
convey the kind or love you are feeling towards them or is it just
simply love? Love is much more than the simple English word,
and the way we know this is because God first loved us (1 John
4:7-8).
Blessings,
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Womens
‘ Retreat
Sabbath & Solitude: A Time of Renewal

Disciples, Stewards, and Social Weavers
by Steve Oelschlager

In a February 2019 opinion piece (bit.ly/Feb19weavers), David
Brooks highlights the dysfunction of our culture, its causes, and
a pathway toward a better future. Brooks writes:
On December 7, 1941, countless Americans saw that their
nation was in peril and walked into recruiting stations. We don’t
have anything as dramatic as Pearl harbor, but when 47,000
Americans kill themselves every year and 72,000 more die from
drug addiction, isn’t that a silent Pearl Harbor? When the basic
norms of decency, civility, and truthfulness are under threat,
isn’t that a silent Pearl Harbor? Aren’t we all called at moments
like these to do something extra?
Brooks claims the results we are getting are due to how we are
choosing to live life:
Our different kinds of pain share a common thread: our lack of
healthy connection to each other, our inability to see the full
dignity of each other, and the resulting culture of fear, distrust,
tribalism, shaming and strife… We’re living with the excesses of
sixty years of hyperindividualism. There’s a lot of emphasis in
our culture on personal freedom, self-interest, self-expression,
the idea that life is an individual journey toward personal
fulfillment.
Brooks goes on to talk about people he calls “social weavers” as
the most important social force in the world today:
Some weavers work at organizations: a vet who helps other
mentally ill vets in New Orleans; a guy who runs a boxing gym
in Appalachian Ohio where he nominally teaches young men
boxing, but really teaches them life. Many others do their
weaving in the course of everyday life - because that’s what
neighbors do. One lady in Florida said she doesn’t have time to
volunteer, but that’s because she spends 40 hours a week
looking out for local kids and visiting sick folks in the hospital.

Inspiration
&

To do a deeper dive into these ideas and to consider the overlap
between disciples, stewards, and social weavers, please see the
Inspirations & Curiosities Library for copies of David Brooks’
bestseller The Second Mountain: The Quest for a Moral Life.

Date: Friday, February 28 at 6 pm
to Sunday, March 1 at 12 pm.
Location: Lutherdale Bible Camp,
Watson Retreat Center (Elkhorn, WI)
Cost: $200 per person
Non-members and friends are welcome to join.
Join us as we dive deeper into the topics of sabbath and solitude.
This year, we are blessed to have another fantastic facilitator to
inspire creative thinking and wonder as we reflect, learn, grow
and have a lot of fun.
Beth Nyland does not do bland or boring. Professionally, she’s the
Corporate Poet—an entrepreneur who shows businesspeople how
to use creativity, common sense, and plain-spoken storytelling to
get things done.
Personally, she’s a wife, a mom of six, and an active member of
her church community at Faith Lutheran in Glen Ellyn. Every day,
she makes time for things she loves: laughing, drawing, writing,
reading, exercising, dozing, and sipping wine or whiskey.
Clearly, Beth is not a master of stillness. But, she knows it’s
essential to her sanity. She looks forward to sharing time and
conversation with us, learning together what it means to find
Sabbath and solitude in the midst of a full, and sometimes
exhausting existence.
Can you relate to any of these pieces? Are you always on the go
and long for a moment to slow down? Is your body slowing down
but not your mind? Just desire some time away with other women
of faith? Then come and join us for the Women’s Retreat!
If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Sally at
PastorSally@holycrosschurch.org
Brochure and registration form available online at

bit.ly/womensretreat20
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Growing Artists
A free, family friendly event
Are you interested in becoming a member of Holy Cross? To
learn more about membership, please contact the church office at
office@holycrosschurch.org or (847) 367-4060.
Individuals and families who are interested in joining Holy Cross
are invited to our next New Member Breakfast and Reception.

Sunday, February 9
4 to 5:30 pm
Celebration! Childcare
entrance to basement
Register: bit.ly/GrowingArtists
Please join us for the 5th Annual Family Outreach Series
sponsored by CrossWays Preschool and Celebration! Childcare
—Growing Artists!

Saturday, February 8 at 8:30 am

When is the event: Sunday, February 9 from 4 to 5:30 pm.
Come and spend time together to kick off your week. A light
snack will be served, and admission is free.

Sunday, February 9 during 9:30 am worship

Who should come to the event?
Any family at Holy Cross or non-member family in the
community who wants to spend quality time together making
art and having fun! CrossWays Preschool and Celebration!
Childcare are the sponsors of this free family outreach series
event, but you do not need to be a family from either one to
attend. In fact, we hope to make new friends! Activities best
suited for children ages 12 and under.
What will we do?
Local artist, Beth McKenna, will give a demonstration of collage
art and show families multiple samples of various renditions of
collage art. Families will then have the opportunity to make
their own piece of collage art or work together to make one
larger family piece!

RSVP to the church office by Monday, February 3

Violet Grace DeMarco

daughter of Joseph & Catherine DeMarco
January 12, 2020

2019 Annual Report
Printed copies of the 2019 Annual Report are available
in the Narthex or view the PDF online at bit.ly/HCLCAR19

Where will this be?
In the basement—enter at Celebration! Childcare.
Why should I attend the 5th Annual Family Outreach Series:
Growing Artists?
This is a time to slow down and spend time with your family,
while enjoying creating and learning about art together.
For any questions related to this event,
please email Diane Gaines at
pdgaines@sbcglobal.net
Optional: We are collecting new art
supplies such as construction paper,
crayons, markers, glue, colored pencils
etc. to donate to Lutheran Social
Services of IL on the day of
the event.

draw

color create

collage

expression
pictures

art

Save the date! Tuesday, March 16 at 6 pm
Theme: “Intimacy… fully alive”
View the full 2020 series brochure at bit.ly/MP32020
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George Freidrich Handel
by Randy Casey

Jane Glover, the principal conductor
of Chicago’s Music of the Baroque,
has written a very fine book entitled
Handel in London: The Making of a
Genius. Because this famous German
Lutheran composer was born in
February 1685, one month before
that other famous German Lutheran
composer born in 1685, the sharing
of a few of Jane Clover’s comments
on Handel seems appropriate.
Probably every lecture I ever heard
on Handel declared that he turned to
oratorio composition because opera performances were banned
during Lent. While this ban was certainly the case, Ms. Glover
declares that English audiences were weary of listening to a
language they did not understand in Handel’s Italian operas and
were so delighted when the composer turned to the creation of
oratorios, which were essentially un-staged operas in English.
This delight in hearing their own language compelled Handel to
keep writing oratorios.
Of the 26 oratorios that Handel composed, only two had Christian
subjects—Messiah and Theodore. Theodore was a Christian
martyr about whom a novel had been written in 1687 by author
Robert Boyle. Handel’s librettist for his Theodore oratorio
utilized in part the story in this novel. Of course, far and away the
most famous Handel oratorio (or oratorio by anybody) is
Messiah. An irony of this score’s popularity is that it does not
really tell a story. A curiosity from the early history of Messiah is
that its librettist, Charles Jennes, did not think it was going to
become a success. From page 295 of Ms. Glover’s book:
“Jennens, curiously, would never feel that Handel got it right.”
The two most performed oratorios, after Messiah, are Israel in
Egypt and Samson. A bit of an anomaly about Israel in Egypt is
that it has many more choruses than arias. Its ability to depict the
various plagues doubtless accounts for its popularity. I actually
accompanied a performance of Samson during my senior year in
college so this is the oratorio I know the best after Messiah. The
most moving aria from Samson is “Total Eclipse,” sung by
Samson’s father upon hearing of his son’s death. The most
famous single movement from the oratorio is the soprano aria
“Let the Bright Seraphim,” sung before the chorus that closes
Samson. Its popularity accounts for its having been sung at the
wedding of Prince Charles and Lady Diana.
Whether for oratorio or opera performances, Handel made
occasional trips to Italy to recruit singers, all the while employing
some native English vocalists. Music history records no side trip
that Handel ever made to Leipzig to see his great contemporary.
Not even when he journeyed to Halle to see his mother did
Handel ever go a few more miles down the road to meet Bach.
Leipzig and Halle are so close today that they share the same
airport. Telemann, by the way, was a good friend of both men,
but never got them together.
Handel was a cosmopolitan character who moved from Germany
to Italy to England, and traveled through adjacent countries as
necessary. Bach hardly ever left his portion of central Germany,
making one trip we know of to Berlin. Bach was forever setting
German texts for his many cantatas. Handel wrote one Passion

setting in German, but otherwise was working with texts in
Italian and English.
Both Bach and Handel were blind when they died. One is buried
in Westminster Abbey and the other lies in St. Thomas, Leipzig.
The music of both men is known around the world.
Somehow I have ended up commenting on two great composers
when I began by just discussing one of them. Perhaps in their
lifetimes Bach would have been flattered by such a conjunction,
but who knows how Handel would have reacted. I would like to
think that they are in Heaven listening to the constant
performances of their many works here on earth. Perhaps they
occasionally turn to one another and compare notes.

Jason Krigas, Director

Both Around the Cross performances in February will benefit for
the youth of Holy Cross Lutheran Church who will be traveling
to Chattanooga, Tennessee for a missions trip this summer. Light
refreshments and snacks will be served as people come together
in an informal setting. No reservations or tickets required.
Admission is free however free will donations will be accepted
(suggested donation of $10 per person).
Chicagoland Voices
Chicagoland Voices is an auditioned choir based in Cary, Illinois
that has been around since 2011. The group sings a variety of
literature under the direction of Jason Krigas. He is a graduate of
the University of Illinois where he sang in the acapella group
“The Other Guys” with Holy Cross member Mike Dikelsky.
Mike and Carol Dikelsky sing in “Chicagoland Voices” and are
delighted to have this community ensemble sing for us.
Luciano Antonio
Born in southern Brazil, Luciano Antonio is a guitarist, singer,
composer and percussionist who performs throughout the
Midwest and has sung at Holy Cross previously for this annual
fundraising event for our youth. Luciano will have a fellow
percussionist with him and the results promise to be dazzling and
soothing all at once. Although his early training came from his
mother and grandparents, Luciano holds a bachelor’s
degree in music performance from the University of MissouriKansas City. His advanced education notwithstanding, Luciano’s
repertoire focuses on the Brazilian folk music and jazz traditions.
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Church Staff Updates
by Pastor Bob Davis

Since May 2019, and until May 2020, our council members will be
giving ministry moment shout-outs during worship, and they will
also be printed in the newsletter. These moments will focus on
ministries at Holy Cross that illustrate how our congregational
core values are evident throughout the ministry of our
congregation.

“Sharing Our Gifts”

by Bill Miksch, Council member
The book of Peter, Chapter 4, verse 10 states: “Each of you
should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as
faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.”
When you come to church and sit in the sanctuary, you are
surrounded by the work of faithful stewards who have imagined
not just a church, but a congregation filled with people just like
me and you… using the gifts we have received.
My wife, Sally, and I were married here. Sally is a charter
member and I joined the church in 1990. Our four children Taylor, Ryan, Randy, and Trevor - were baptized here.
The church was smaller back then. Historically, the old
sanctuary is now the fellowship area. But the imagination of the
membership then (the faithful stewards) was big.
Many of those faithful stewards, who may be your pew
neighbors or on committees with you, or volunteer with you,
used their gifts in various forms to imagine a vibrant
congregation that was full of life and fellowship… not just on
Sunday mornings, but every day.
You can take a copy of the current monthly newsletter from the
new blue “Call to Action” wall or the other signage spots in the
gathering space. In the newsletter, and in our other flyers, you
can see the diversity and width and breadth of the ministries that
occur inside and outside of these walls every day.
All of these ministries started because of someone’s idea. They
wanted a group to share their passions with, a place to use their
gifts to help others, or a time to learn more about their faith. So,
I would like to ask you to consider the following questions:
What are you interested in doing? What gifts have you received
that you would like to share with and through this congregation?
Holy Cross is a congregation where we live out our core value
to “share our gifts” in a dynamic, authentic and genuine
environment. Don’t wait to be asked—reach out to any of the
church council members or our pastors if you want to explore an
area of interest.
Being faithful stewards of God’s grace and being faithful
stewards of the gifts we have received is what continues to make
our church remarkable.
Past recordings of Ministry Moments are available to view online at
holycrosschurch.org/ministry-moments

In the past two months, we have experienced a few different
staffing changes. In December, our Financial Administrator,
Beth Zupkus transitioned out of her role. We thank her for her
faithfulness and work in managing the daily financial matters
of Holy Cross’ ministries. Beth served in this capacity
following Jan Schmieding’s tenure for the past two years.
Through Beth’s efforts, Holy Cross was able to practice fiscal
procedures that provide a health stewardship climate.
Beth Ann Koenemann assumed responsibility for this
position on January 1, 2020. Beth Ann is a member of Holy
Cross. She is very familiar with the financial matters of Holy
Cross through her involvement on church council. Beth Ann
and her family have been members of Holy Cross for over
twenty-five years. She is very involved in numerous ministries.
We welcome Beth Ann to this position.
In addition to these changes in the church office, we also have
a staffing change in our early childhood ministries. Kathy
Pfister will conclude her role as Director of Early Childhood
Ministries (CrossWays Preschool and Celebration! Childcare)
in February. We will celebrate Kathy’s ministry, service, and
contributions to our early childhood ministries on Sunday,
February 2 at all three worship services and during the Sunday
morning fellowship times. Please join us in expressing our
gratitude for over 14 years of leadership in our early childhood
ministries.
As of this writing, the search team for our new Director of
Early Childhood Ministries is interviewing candidates.
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We are grateful for everyone who volunteers to participate either during worship services
or at another time to facilitate worship at Holy Cross.
Have you thought about joining a worship participant roster to enhance your worship
experience on a regular basis?
Worship participant ministries include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Acolyte and Assistant Acolyte
Altar Care
Assisting Minister
Coffee Host
Communion Assistant
Communion Bread Baker

•
•
•
•
•

Counter
Greeter*
Prayer Assistant
Reader
Usher

More information on each role may also be found in our Worship Participant Ministries brochure, which is available in
the church office or online at bit.ly/WPatHC
Sign up online as a worship participant at bit.ly/WP4920 or contact the office staff if you would like to be added.
Please direct any questions to office@holycrosschurch.org or call (847) 367-4060. * If you would like to sign up to be a
greeter, please use this link: bit.ly/GreetersHCLC

As part of Christian education at Holy Cross, all youth in grades 3 - 8 are automatically scheduled to be worship
participants as acolytes and assistant acolytes. Many families choose to volunteer alongside their children as communion
assistants, readers and ushers. If you sign up in the period when the signup is open, then you get to choose your schedule.
Please sign up for a minimum of two dates during the six month period.
The schedule for the next six months (April - September) will be open on Saturday, February 1 and will be
available until Friday, March 7 if you would like to select your own dates/times. Schedule online at bit.ly/WP4920
After March 7, all remaining open spots will be filled by the office at random.

Altar Flowers
The altar flowers were given today by…
Everyone who worships at Holy Cross may commemorate a happy
occasion or the memory of a loved one by purchasing flowers to
decorate the altar each Sunday.
Note your request on the Altar Flowers calendar located on the
bulletin board across from the church office or send an email to
office@holycrosschurch.org.
A donation of $35 per arrangement can be made online at
donate.holycrosschurch.org or by check payable to Holy Cross
with “Altar Flowers” in the memo line.
You are most welcome to take the arrangement home to enjoy
following the last service the Sunday you sponsor.
Please return the clean vase to the church office
by the following Sunday.
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Cookie Walk Update
The 11th Annual Cookie Walk was once
again a festive success! A special thank
you to all of our bakers who baked their
delicious and favorite cookies, to our valuable
volunteers and those who came back to purchase
items for the Cookie Walk.
From your overwhelming and generous donations, we raised
over $4,500! We could not have accomplished this effort
without you! Most importantly, these funds will be used for
projects on the Rosebud reservation and for the Lakota people
who face many obstacles on the reservation, and to support
our missionary, Dorothy Peterson.
From your valuable donations, Holy Cross again sent 150
blankets to our Lakota friends on the Two Strike Reservation
in Rosebud, SD. We are confident that these blankets will
bring them much warmth in the frigid South Dakota climate.
Your donations also provide funding for our trips to South
Dakota to provide meals, tender loving care, and VBS
activities.
Our raffle this year was very popular! Our raffle winners
include: Darleen Sparacino, who won the beautiful
Gingerbread House created and donated by Kris DeGregor;
Carole Kenney won the Pajama Day Basket and the Merry
and Bright Basket; Diane Rammelsberg won the Warm &
Cozy and Making Scents of the Holidays Baskets; Ellen
Stelter won the Let It Snow basket; Judy Frank-Gonwa won
the Ladies Night In Basket; Maddie Ryan won the Kiss Me
Goodnight Basket; Melody Schneider won the Home with the
Many Holidays gift set; Beth Ann Koenemann won the
Snowflake Holiday Wreath; Gary Beranis won the Oh Holy
Night Basket; Therese Delli Paoli won the Holiday Brunch
Basket; and Susan Price and Barb Sargent each won one of
the Baker’s Thank You Baskets.
Also, we would like to thank our additional volunteers who
graciously donated their time on the day of the Cookie Walk:
Ana Boucek, Susan Beck, Julie Eberspacher, Beth Ann
Koenemann, Pat Komaschka, Greg Kveton, Mike Price, Barb
Sargent, and Mae Sprenger.
We are thankful that we can carry on this tradition at Holy
Cross to support our Lakota friends.
Special thank you’s to Pastor Bob, Pastor Sally, Sarah
Accettura, Ellie Rautenbach, and Katie Bernabei who so
graciously supported our effort.
We wish you God’s blessings and peace throughout the New
Year.
With sincere appreciation,
The Cookie Walk Committee
Karla Boucek, Therese Delli Paoli, Gail Kelly, Carole
Kenney, Amanda Komaschka, Patty Moyer, Joyce Kveton,
Melody Scheider, Joyce Twardock and Karen Yocius

•

•

•

Breakfast items are the non-perishable food item of the
month in February. Please place your contribution in the
COOL collection cart outside the church office or in
baskets during the children’s message.
Veterans Assistance Boxes Each month, COOL also
assists 75-100 veterans who need extra help. COOL is
looking for donations of the following toiletries to help
with this: razors, toilet paper, paper towels, laundry soap,
body soap/wash, toothpaste/mouthwash/ shave cream,
denture cleaner, cleaning supplies, deodorant, lotion,
depends (both men’s and women’s), washcloths/shower
loofa and shampoo.
Please check expiration dates! COOL Food Pantry will
not dispense expired food to their clients.

Holy Cross members will once again provide breakfast
and lunch food items for guests of the PADS shelter at
Shepherd of the Lakes in Grayslake on the fourth
Monday of every month. Watch for the sign up board in
the gathering space this month for the opportunity to
donate food items by Sunday, February 23 at noon.

Styrofoam –
It’s Everywhere!
by Marge Stueckemann

Styrofoam is the well-known name of expanded polystyrene
and it is unlikely that anyone hasn’t come in contact with it!
You can find it under the meat you buy at the supermarket, in
the containers you get from restaurants if you have leftovers,
in the coffee cups from events and gas stations, and even from
Amazon! Is this is a problem? Unfortunately, yes, because
when you discard it in the garbage, it just sits in the landfill
for centuries.
Although none of our municipalities will take Styrofoam in
the recycle containers, there is a possibility of recycling it. If
you have some Styrofoam, be sure it is clean and keep it
someplace until the Lake County Green Congregation’s Green
Fair, held on Saturday, March 14 at the Libertyville Civic
Center from 10 am to 3 pm. If you received some Styrofoam
pellets as part of the packaging from something you’ve
ordered online, you can recycle those at the Libertyville
United Parcel Service store.
Anything we can do to try and reduce polluting substances is
a win for our beautiful earth!
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Sunday School at Holy Cross

Milestone
Ministries

We feature open enrollment - your child may enroll year-round.

Core
Stories
Ages 3 - 5/Kindergarten

Grades 1 - 5

God is with Us
During February, we finish our third rotation learning about
David and Goliath and how God is always with us, no matter
what. We then begin our fourth rotation of the school year,
where we learn about the story of Zacchaeus.
Did You Know? (from our Deep Blue curriculum)
Jesus often shared stories about people who were considered
outcasts, including tax collectors. First-century listeners would
have been shocked to hear that a tax collector could befriend
Jesus. Biblical tax collectors were tasked with serving the
Roman emperor by collecting money from all citizens.
However, tax collectors were known to exploit people and take
more money than necessary to keep some for themselves.
A hierarchy existed among tax collectors, and Luke describes
Zacchaeus as a “ruler among tax collectors” (19:2), suggesting
that Zacchaeus was in the top tier among them. The author of
Luke even notes that the crowd called Zacchaeus a sinner. Jesus
knew the political, social, and emotional dynamics between the
tax collectors and the rest of a community.
Despite his faults, Zacchaeus could not help but try to see Jesus,
and even climbed a tree to get a better view. Jesus invited
himself to Zacchaeus’s house. To the first-century audience,
Jesus going to Zacchaeus’s home meant that Jesus approved of
Zacchaeus. He publicly extended kindness, mercy, and grace to
Zacchaeus. Jesus expressed forgiveness when people expected
rebuke.
As a result of Jesus’ forgiveness, Zacchaeus committed to repay
those he wronged and gave half of his money to the poor. Jesus’
willingness to give a sinner a chance transformed the lives of
many people. Jesus insisted that God seeks and saves the lost,
even the ones who are labeled as sinners. Jesus was interested
more in the power of forgiveness than in the power of
punishment.

Our faith journey occurs from birth through life eternal. Milestone
Ministries serve as an important way of connecting, supporting, and
equipping families and the congregation to pass on the faith, to live
out the promises that are made when someone is baptized and to
provide strength for their faith journey.

Saturday, February 8 from 9:30 - 11 am
What is a disciple and what does that mean for today? How
does being a disciple of Christ impact your relationships or how
you interact with the world? We’ll explore these and more in
this parent/child milestone class.
RSVP by Monday, February 3 to office@holycrosschurch.org

Saturday, February 22 from 9:30 - 10:30 am
Location: Celebration! Childcare, purple room
At this milestone, families with children age 2 and under will
have an opportunity to explore the First Words of faith by
introducing Bible stories and stories of faith in to their
child(ren)’s life. How do we begin talking to our children about
faith before they can even talk? Participants will receive a
children’s Bible and an opportunity to get to know others at
Holy Cross with children the same age.
RSVP by Monday, February 17 to office@holycrosschurch.org

Saturday, March 14 from 9:30 - 10:30 am
The Ten Commandments are one of the things that parent(s),
sponsors, and the congregation promise to place in each
baptized person’s hands. What are the Ten Commandments
really all about? How does that apply to your family or the life
of a fourth grader? Join us as we explore these questions and
dive deeper into scripture.
RSVP by Monday, March 9 to office@holycrosschurch.org
View the full Milestone Ministry brochure online at
holycrosschurch.org/resources

Join us as we explore what it means to forgive as a community.
Sunday School volunteer schedule: bit.ly/SSschedule1920
Upcoming Sunday School Dates:
February 2 & 9
February 16
February 23 & March 1

Rotation 3
No Sunday School (President’s Day)
Rotation 4

Sunday School Coordinators:
Ages 3-5/K: Felicia Brandt (847) 362-0924
Grades 1-5: Patty Moyer (847) 502-3196
Teri Chadd (570) 594-3387

As part of Christian Education at Holy Cross, all youth are
automatically scheduled to be worship participants as acolytes
(grades 6 - 8), and assistant acolytes (grades 3 - 5). Being an
active participant in church life helps children learn they are an
important part of the church family. If you prefer to choose
the Sundays your child(ren) serve(s), you may do so now by
signing up online at bit.ly/ 4920
The sign up will close on Friday, March 7. Details on page 8.
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High School Winter Retreat:
Peer Ministry Leadership Training

CONFIRMATION
All sessions are from 6:30 - 8 pm
and start in the sanctuary, unless otherwise indicated.
February 2

No Confirmation Session (Superbowl)

February 9

Confirmation Session 15: Faith & Music

February 16

No Confirmation Session

February 23

Confirmation Session 16

Last month, 7 students engaged in the Peer Ministry Leadership
retreat. Throughout the weekend, we learned more about effective
communication skills, the importance of deep listening, the power
of presence with someone in need and how to articulate one’s
faith in various situations. We are incredibly proud of these
leaders of faith!

PADS Lunch Pack at 10:30 am (7th gr girls)
Winchester House at 2:30 pm (6th gr boys)
February 26

Confirmation Session 17 at 7:30 pm
Ash Wednesday worship

Faith & Music Night
“The music is all around us… all you have to do is listen.”
Plan on attending the student and parent Confirmation Night on
Sunday, February 9 from 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
The evening will be hosted by Dale Tippett, our Director of
Contemporary Music, and 5G High School Youth Group. The
night will include:
- Uplifting, live contemporary music.
- A trivia game with some of your favorite songs from
throughout the generations.
- A glimpse “behind the scenes” to see the significance of
music in our faith journey.
- Small group discussions about how music has defined our
experiences.
This will be a program you’ll want to attend with your student and
arrive on time… the fun begins exactly at 6:30 pm!

Mission Endowment Scholarship Fund
- Applications Due March 31 Through the Holy Cross Mission Endowment Fund, Holy
Cross provides scholarships to assist and encourage post
high school education for its members. These scholarships
may be used at an accredited college, university or
vocational technical school. Requirements are that you be an
active member of Holy Cross and that you submit an
application form including a thoughtful faith
statement.
Applications are available in the church
office or online at bit.ly/MEFscholarship

High School Mission Trip

Upcoming date:
Sunday, February 9
from 6:30 to 8 pm

5G continues to be a great place jammed
with joy and Jesus. Our December
gathering brought holiday games,
gingerbread houses, a gift exchange, and
conversation about seeing Christ in
Christmas.
You won’t want to miss the next
one! Questions? Contact
pastorsally@holycrosschurch.org
Learn more about 5G HS Youth Group: holycrosschurch.org/5g-hsyg

Ages: Grades 8 - 12
Location: Chattanooga, TN
Cost: $600/person
Dates: July 11 - 18, 2020
An opportunity to put your faith into action! Join us as we
serve alongside YouthWorks in Chattanooga, TN. We will travel
two days on each end of the trip with exciting and creative
stops along the way.
Pick up a brochure in the church office to register or visit
holycrosschurch.org/resources to download. Questions about
the trip? Contact pastorsally@holycrosschurch.org
Our first fundraiser dates to support the mission trip are the
two Around The Cross concert performances on February 8 and
15. Please see page 6 for more details.
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CrossWays Preschool

Celebration! Childcare

The Benefits of Service Projects

by Kathy Pfister
Director of CrossWays Preschool & Celebration! Childcare
At CrossWays Preschool and Celebration! Childcare, we take the opportunity to have several different types of service projects
throughout the year. This helps us give back to our community, but did you also know that it is important for your child’s
development as well? Seeing different service projects and helping with them helps children in the following ways:
•

Develop empathy. When we talk to our students about our different projects, they get to learn about people who are living
different lives than them, and they are more able to learn how empathy works than us just telling stories. They also get to
learn more about the world around them!

•

Service work promotes teamwork and cooperation. We cannot serve how we do without the help of our entire community,
and our children learn that everything takes teamwork, and cannot just be accomplished on our own.

•

Volunteering makes you happy and healthy! Harvard Medical School shows a connection between volunteering and a sense
of personal satisfaction, well being, and happiness.

We are grateful for the opportunity to be able to help our students start learning how to give back to their community early.
Please read below about our current projects!
CrossWays Preschool is collecting goods
for troops stationed overseas through
Operation Support Our Troops. We will
be collecting a variety of items that make
serving overseas a little bit easier for the brave men and
women who serve there.
Please visit osotamerica.org/get-involved/itemsneeded/
to see the complete list of what we are collecting. Please
place your donations in the collection box in the
CrossWays Preschool space by Monday, February 5.
Thank you in advance for your generous hearts!

Registration for the 2020/21 school year for 2 - 5
year olds is now open and filling up fast!
Registration forms are located online on our website at
cpreschool.org/forms or at the CrossWays Preschool
front desk. This coming school year, we will have a
variety of educational preschool and enrichment
classes for children ages 2 - 5, including extend-theday options. You may contact us with any questions
about our offerings for next year. We can be
flexible and build a program to suit your needs!

crossways@holycrosschurch.org
(847) 367-4367
cpreschool.org

CrossWays
Preschool

The children of Celebration! Childcare will
be collecting boxed breakfast items of food
for the COOL Ministries Food Pantry through
The month of February.
Holy Cross members and Celebration! Childcare students are
invited to bring in as many items of cereals, oatmeal, and
breakfast bars as they can.
Donations can be dropped off at the Celebration! Childcare
wing in the west end of the building. At the end of February,
the items will be packed up and delivered to the COOL
pantry to help them restock their shelves.
If you have other non-perishable food that you would like to
donate, you can find baskets outside of the church office.
These are taken monthly or as needed to the COOL Food
Pantry.

Parents Night Out
Kids, join us for a fun filled evening of
celebrating friendship!

Date: Friday, February 21
Time: 6 - 10 pm

Location: Celebration! Childcare atrium
Fee: $30/first child, $20/second child
Theme: Friendship Day

Program limited to 20 students. Reservations due by
Tuesday, February 18. Registration forms are available at
the Celebration! Childcare front desk or online at
cchildcare.org/events

Celebration!
Childcare

celebration@holycrosschurch.org
(847) 367-6208
cchildcare.org
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The Free Spirits are a group of retirees and others age 55 and more who enjoy participating in outings together.

Bring a salad or dessert to dinner at Jeri Powers' home followed by the Around The Cross concert—
Chicagoland Voices at 7:30 pm at Holy Cross (see page 6 for concert details.)
RSVP to Jeri Powers at powersjerilyn@gmail.com or at (847) 367-7313.

After much prayerful consideration the Parents of Children with Special Needs support group have
decided to disband. We thank the church for hosting this group for over a decade.
- Terry Berger and Lisa Dunbar

Special Needs

We always welcome more volunteers to help with hospitality. If you would like to help in this way,
please contact office@holycrosschurch.org

Grounded in Grace is an opportunity for women of faith to gather together in fun, fellowship, and learning.
Come and join! Bring a snack or a beverage to share, and don’t forget a friend and your curiosity!
Join us as we explore the role of science as a part of our faith. We will utilize the DVD curriculum “Painting
the Stars: Science Religion and an Evolving Faith’s” Evolutionary Christianity to help frame our
conversation.

Grounded
in

Grace

Within an evolutionary worldview, this process of spiritual evolution never comes to an end. In the spirit of
Jesus, we gratefully receive his teachings and practices, even as we trust that the One who animated Jesus
continues to animate us with new creativity. To participate consciously in this evolution of spiritual
intelligence, is a defining characteristic of those who follow Jesus in the 21st century. This is what it means
to put away childish things and to embrace a mature and ever maturing faith.
Come explore the question, “Evolutionary Christianity?” as we talk about how our faith is constantly
evolving.

We will meet each Monday starting at 6 pm. Not sure if pilates is for you? Try one class for free.
Questions about pricing may be directed toward the organizer, Jodi Zombolo, at (224) 595-8573.
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Book
Club
Bible
Study
Common
Threads
Women’s
Discussion
Group

This month we will discuss The Other Alcott by Elise Hooper. The story begins with the 1868 publication of
Little Women, which fictionalized the lives of all four Alcott sisters. Louisa had become a literary superstar: a
driven, prolific writer, and breadwinner for her impoverished family. May longs to be taken seriously as an
artist. But, the press has sharply criticized her illustrations for her sister’s book. A mix of history and
imagination, this novel focuses on May Alcott, the model for Amy in Little Women.

Throughout the year, this Bible study meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month. Biblical scholarship is
not required. All you need to join the conversation is an open heart and any translation of the Bible. In
January, we will begin the book of Genesis.

This group of our congregation knits or crochets blankets and shawls. Each blanket or shawl is then
dedicated at a worship service and presented to the prayer recipient. These prayer blankets offer the healing
power of prayer, crafted as an expression of God’s love. To request a prayer shawl for a loved one, please
contact the church office at office@holycrosschurch.org

Is the Bible a rulebook of absolutes, or a guide to navigating the tensions of life? Join us for discussion on Peter
Enn’s book, How the Bible Actually Works, and on this question. Enns makes the case that the Bible is not an
instruction manual or rule book. Instead, it is a powerful learning too that nurtures our spiritual growth. The Bible
refuses to provide us with easy answers, but instead forces us to acquire wisdom. On February 4, we will be
Discussing Chapter 6: What is God Like, and on February 18, we will discuss Chapter 7: Imagining and
Reimaging God and Chapter 8: Jesus and All That.

Men’s
Breakfast Group

This is a wonderful way to begin the day. We promise to provide you with thought-provoking and
stimulating fellowship and conversation. All men are welcome to join us.

Focused on caring for God’s wonderful creation, our goal is to inspire our congregation by providing
information on environmental issues. We share pertinent articles on the 3-sided kiosk in the gathering space
and on Sunday mornings throughout the year. Through our email list, we share environmental news with
each other. If you would like to subscribe to our email list, please send an email to
CreationCare@holycrosschurch.org with “subscribe” in the subject line.
Please see page 9 for an article about Styrofoam recycling.

Saturday
Men’s Group
Please join us for conversation and fellowship as we discuss the book Stillness is the Key by Ryan Holiday.
Holiday draws on a wide range of history’s greatest thinkers, from Confucius to Seneca, Marcus Aurelius
to Christian monks, to show us what stillness is and how it might be achieved.
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7:00 pm

BSA Troop 194, 402

Tuesday, February 18
6:30 am Men’s Breakfast Group,
The Liberty Restaurant
9:30 am Women’s Discussion Group,
fellowship area
3:30 pm Red Rose choirs, 402 & 404
Wednesday, February 19
9:00 am Quilting & More Group, 404
3:30 pm Red Rose choirs, 402 & 404
6:30 pm Ladies Night Out Meeting,
offsite
7:30 pm Holy Cross Choir rehearsal,
sanctuary

2020
Saturday, February 1
March newsletter content due
5:30 pm First Saturday Worship

9:30 am
9:45 am
4:00 pm

Sunday, February 2
8:00 am Worship with Holy Communion
9:30 & 11 am
Contemp. Worship with
Holy Communion
2:00 pm Red Rose staff meeting, 404

6:30 pm
6:30 pm

Reception of New Members
Sunday School
Family Outreach Series:
Growing Artists, basement
5G HS Youth Group,
fellowship area
Confirmation Session 15

Monday, February 3
6:00 pm Willow House meeting
6:00 pm Pilates, Celebration! atrium

Monday, February 10
1:00 pm Common Threads,
fellowship area
6:00 pm Pilates, Celebration! atrium
7:00 pm BSA Troop 194, 402

Tuesday, February 4
6:30 am Men’s Breakfast Group,
The Liberty Restaurant
9:30 am Women’s Discussion Group,
fellowship area
3:30 pm Red Rose choirs, 402 & 404

Tuesday, February 11
6:30 am Men’s Breakfast Group,
The Liberty Restaurant
10:00 am Adult Bible Study,
fellowship area
3:30 pm Red Rose choirs, 402 & 404

Wednesday, February 5
9:00 am Quilting & More Group, 404
3:30 pm Red Rose choirs, 402 & 404
7:00 pm Terre Fair meeting,
fellowship area

Wednesday, February 12
9:00 am Quilting & More Group, 404
11:30 am PHW Day Session,
Fellowship area
3:30 pm Red Rose choirs, 402 & 404
7:00 pm PHW Evening Session,
fellowship area
7:30 pm Holy Cross Choir, sanctuary

Thursday, February 6
7:00 pm Handbell choir rehearsal, 402
Friday, February 7
6:30 pm Grounded in Grace, fellowship
area
Saturday, February 8
7:00 am Saturday Men’s Discussion,
fellowship area
8:30 am New Member Breakfast,
fellowship area
9:30 am Milestone Ministry: Discipleship
(5th gr), fellowship area
5:00 pm Free Spirits potluck dinner, home
of Jeri Powers
7:30 pm Around the Cross Concert Series:
Chicagoland Voices
Sunday, February 9
8, 9:30 & 11 am Worship

Thursday, February 13
7:00 pm ECM Board Meeting, 208
7:00 pm BSA 194 Committee, 207
7:00 pm Handbell choir rehearsal, 402
Saturday, February 15
7:30 pm Around the Cross: Coffeehouse
Concert with Luciano Antonio

Thursday, February 20
7:00 pm Church Council meeting,
fellowship area
7:00 pm Handbell choir rehearsal, 402
Friday, February 21
6:00 pm Parent’s Night Out, Celebration!
Childcare atrium
6:30 pm Wood Badge set up
Saturday, February 22
6:30 am Wood Badge
7:00 am Saturday Men’s Discussion,
fellowship area
9:30 am Milestone Ministry: First Word
(2 yrs and under), fellowship
area
Sunday, February 23
PADS Donations due by noon
8, 9:30, & 11 am Worship with Holy
Communion
9:45 am Sunday School
10:30 am PADS Pack, 7th gr girls, kitchen
2:30 pm Winchester House Worship
6:30 pm Confirmation Session 16
Monday, February 24
6:00 pm Pilates, Celebration! atrium
7:00 pm BSA Troop 194, 402
Tuesday, February 25
6:30 am Men’s Breakfast Group,
The Liberty Restaurant
10:00 am Adult Bible Study,
fellowship area
3:30 pm Red Rose choirs, 402 & 404
7:00 pm Book Club, home of Jeri Powers
Wednesday, February 26
Ash Wednesday
9:00 am Quilting & More Group, 404
3:30 pm Red Rose choirs, 402 & 404
7:30 pm Ash Wednesday worship
7:30 pm Confirmation Session 17

Sunday, February 16
Thursday, February 27
8:00 am Worship with Holy Communion 9:30 am Newsletter Assembly, fellowship
9:30 & 11 am
Contemp. Worship with
area
Holy Communion
7:00 pm Handbell choir rehearsal, 402
9:45 am Sunday School
Friday, February 28
Women’s retreat
Monday, February 17
6:00 pm Pilates, Celebration! atrium
Saturday, February 29

Newsletter Assembly
Assist with preparing next month’s newsletter for mailing. Join us on Thursday, February 27 at 9:30 am. Fellowship included.

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Libertyville, IL
Permit No. 14

Postmaster: Request in home by February 1

Growing
Artists

Sunday, February 9

draw

color create
collage art
expression
pictures

A free, family-friendly event!

4 to 5:30 pm
Celebration! Childcare
basement

Register:
bit.ly/GrowingArtists

February 2020
1
8

All families welcome!
Details on page 5.

‘ Retreat
Womens
Sabbath & Solitude: A Time of Renewal

9
15
22
23
26
28

Jason Krigas, Director

First Saturday Worship
Milestone Ministry: Discipleship
Around the Cross Concert Series:
Chicagoland Voices
Family Outreach Series: Growing
Artists
Around the Cross Concert Series:
Coffeehouse Concert: Luciano
Antonio
Milestone Ministry: First Word
(2 yrs and under)
PADS Donations due
Winchester House worship
Ash Wednesday Worship
Women’s Retreat
March 2020

Friday, February 28 - Sunday, March 1
Lutherdale Bible Camp, Watson Retreat
Center (Elkhorn, WI)
Friends welcome to join!
Brochure: bit.ly/womensretreat20
See page 5 for more information.
See page 6 for more info.

Details on page 3.

4, 11, 18, 25 Midweek Lenten Soup
Supper & Midweek Lenten Worship
7 First Saturday Worship
14 Milestone Ministry: Ten
Commandments (4th grade)
15 5G Youth Group
16 MP3: Men of Purpose, Principle &
Prayer

