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Luke’s Jesus…
In 2019, we are relying on the gospel of Luke for our
Sunday mornings. Because of that, one of our Bible study
groups is spending time with Luke’s biblical narrative.
Luke’s Jesus seemed to be able to see the love in this
world and in people that others might have dismissed.
Luke’s Jesus celebrated the kind of love that we need and
that God offers to everyone. Luke’s Jesus found joy in
those moments of shared love where we do more than
tolerate each other. Luke’s Jesus was renewed with the
gift of love that he discovered in a prayerful conversation
with God.
Our response to such insights is to figure out what this actually looks like, and what it means in the
specific moments and the minute-by-minute madness of our daily life. Jesus reveals to us the truth that
everyone is us. We are the world we seek, and our Easter project of furthering God’s gradually realizing
kingdom, is first of all within us. It is also the work around us. When we gather together for worship and
compose lives of faith, we are taking our stewardship of this planet and our responsibilities for our
neighbors seriously.
Unfortunately, there are voices today which seem to operate from a perspective of judgement. As people
of faith, we need to find the courage to resist the urge to judge. Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote in The Cost of
Discipleship “Judging others makes us blind.” Then, the question we need to ask is “What may we be
blind to?”

When Jesus was pressed on these matters, he offered us a detailed pattern for living. “Love God and
love your neighbor as yourself” are the two large directives and each one requires effort on our part.
There seems to be an abundance of evidence these days to suggest that love is actually the furthest
thought in many situations and moments.
I wonder if we sometimes feel like our life in God lies hidden, smothered by the weight of rational
thought in the secular world and by the heaviness of literal thought within the Christian world. In other
words, following Jesus is more about practical living than abstract theory. There will be times when we
will make footprints in and through ordinary, imperfect lives and imperfect communities of faith that
will not get it right all of the time.
Luke’s Jesus challenges us to practice generosity, kindness, and a ferocity when it comes to confronting
evil. Luke’s Jesus urges us to behave like people of faith with integrity while assuring us that the way of
love is the only way to heal a broken world.
So, living with the promise of the resurrection may best be expressed as a reimagining. Living with the
promise of the resurrection may be more about openness to God’s presence each day which becomes the
gift of freedom through love’s ability to bring about transformation in this life.
We wake up each day to a world that ripples with pain, injustice, and indifference. We wake up each day
to a world filled with needs both large and small. God continues to speak in many voices to different
situations that take on a local flavor and accent. Hopefully, God’s love is given consideration in these
moments as we reimagine what it means to be a person of faith.
Peace,
A congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America
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(until Memorial Day weekend)

First Saturday Evening
May 4 at 5:30 pm
worship with Holy Communion
Enjoy worship and fellowship while your car is
washed by the youth traveling to Rosebud! Please
consider making a free-will donation. In case of rain,
we will run our car wash fundraiser on June 9 instead.

Sunday Mornings
May 5, 12, & 19 at 8, 9:30, & 11 am

Begins on Memorial Day weekend, Saturday, May 25
through Labor Day Weekend, Sunday, September 1

Every Saturday Evening
at 5:30 pm
worship with Holy Communion

Sunday Mornings
Rev. Dr. Robert A. Davis, Senior Pastor
Rev. Sally Hanson, Associate Pastor
Sarah Accettura, Receptionist & Office Support
Katie Bernabei, Congregational Activities
Randall Casey, Director of Music
Carmen & Abel Cervantes, Custodians
Roxanne (Rocky) Kupfer, Nursery Attendant
Carrie Mack, Director of Youth Music Ministries
Beth Malecha, Handbell Choir Director
Steve Oelschlager, Director of Engagement and Generosity
Mike Price, Business Director
Jennifer Radtke, Nursery Attendant
Ellie Rautenbach, Congregational Communications
Dale Tippett Jr., Director of Contemporary Music
Tom Zombolo, Property
Beth Zupkus, Financial Administrator

at 8 & 10 am
Holy Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays
and on Festival Sundays.
Fellowship Hour at 9 am.

ON THE PATIO

Elizabeth Moy, Director of CrossWays Preschool
Kathy Pfister, Director of Celebration! Childcare
Sonny Randall (President), Katie Ormson (Vice President),
Andy Eidson, Lori Fedyk, Mick Garrison,
Beth Ann Koenemann, Bill Miksch, Karl Nygard,
Maria Roberts, Jim Smalley, Daniela Wuerfel, Rich Yocius
Secretary, Lisa Dunbar
Treasurer, Eric Ormson
Financial Secretary, Tom Miller
Sunday School Coordinators:
Felicia Brandt, age 3 - age 5/Kindergarten (Core Stories)
Volunteers requested, grades 1 - 5 (Deep Blue)
Altar Care: Julie Luczkiw
Greeters: Therese Delli Paoli
The Cross Connection, parish newsletter of Holy Cross
Lutheran Church, is published monthly and is available online
for viewing in full color. Articles should be submitted by the
1st of the month to office@holycrosschurch.org

Save the dates for Saturday Night Live On the Patio!
Worship at 5:30 pm on the patio followed by dinner and fellowship.
In case of inclement weather, the event will move indoors.
Each evening’s main entree is provided as well as water and lemonade.
Guests are asked to bring a salad or dessert to share. BYOB.

June 22 - Cibo Italiano
Chicken Parmesan & Mostaccioli entrée.

July 27 - Christmas in July
Roast Turkey entrée. (Bring your favorite Christmas side dish/dessert.)

August 18 - Southern Comfort
Beef Brisket entrée.

3

Nicene Creed
by Rev. Sally Hanson

Creeds, or statements of beliefs, are foundational to our understanding of
the Christian faith. They remind us and articulate for us what it is we
believe as Christians. Most weeks during worship, we use the Apostle’s
creed as our statement of belief, but on festival days and throughout the
season of Easter, we use the Nicene Creed. So what is the Nicene Creed
all about?
The creed was established by the First Church Council in 325 AD at their
meeting in the city of Nicaea, which is now Turkey. The place of this
creed’s inception, Nicaea, is reflected in its name. Later, it was edited at
the Second Church Council in 381 AD at Constantinople, and this
version is the one we use in our worship. But what do we really know
about the creed and all of the conversations, debates, and heresies that
were confronted by its creation?

The Nicene Creed is actually the only ecumenical creed, which means
that the Catholic church, the Eastern Orthodox, the Anglican, and many
major Protestant churches, including the ELCA use it in their services.
While we use the Apostle’s Creed, other denominations like the Eastern
Orthodox Church do not ever use it, making the Nicene Creed a uniting
document across all denominations of belief.
Each line, as with all creeds, has something important to say about what
Christians believe, and how that sets us apart from other thinkers and
religions in the world. It states what we believe about the birth of Jesus,
about how he is related to God, how he saved us, what does it mean to be
both divine and human, and that Jesus really suffered.
This Easter season, as we say the creed together on Sunday mornings, I
invite you to reflect on what it says. I invite you to research some of the
debates the early Christians had on what language to use in order to
deepen your understanding of what it means to say this creed.
Blessings,

Source: Geneva Press. “The Big God, Big Questions”
confirmation curriculum from PC (USA)

Over the next year, our council members will be giving ministry
moment shout-outs during worship, and they will also be printed
in the newsletter. These moments will focus on ministries at Holy
Cross that illustrate how our congregational core values are
evident throughout the ministry of our congregation.

“Share Our Gifts”
by Katie Ormson, Council Vice President
In Waukegan, not far from the lakefront power plant, is a two
story red brick building that is easy to disregard as you drive by,
but in fact, it is the location of the COOL Ministries Food
Pantry. Walking into work, a volunteer shift can be quite a
sight. From young moms with babies in carriers, parents trying
to keep their kids under control, and older gentlemen wearing
their VFW hats, the waiting room can be bustling. Despite the
good economy, there are still many people in our area living on
the edges and in need of help to supplement their income.
Thankfully, COOL can be that help. The staff and volunteers at
COOL run the food pantry with great efficiency. Guests are
able to sign in, speak with a COOL representative, be given
their food, and go on their way, usually in about 15 minutes. As
a COOL board member and treasurer, I just want to share a few

numbers with you. In 2018, just over 600,000 meals were served
to over 50,000 people. The value of the food distributed was
$950,000, but only cost $18,000. That’s like going into Mariano’s
or Jewel and putting $52 worth of groceries in your cart, but only
having to pay $1. That’s all because of the amazing staff that can
stretch your donation dollar like no other!
The USDA recently did an unannounced inspection of the facility,
and COOL was found to be 100% compliant with food sanitation
and safety protocols. It is a well run facility.
Donating time and money to COOL is one small way that Holy
Cross lives out the core value of “Sharing Our Gifts,” but it is a
way that has a huge impact on so many lives of those living in our
area. Of course, COOL is also always looking for more
volunteers, and if you are interested, please contact me at
katherineormson@yahoo.com. Learn more about the COOL
Ministries organization on their website at coolministries.org
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The Bible as a Source of Wisdom
An Excerpt from How the Bible Actually Works by Peter Enns
“Wisdom isn’t some secret key available only to an elite few, but
the exact opposite. Wisdom is a gift from God, liberally available
to all. It is, as we’ll see, a ‘part’ of God that saturates every
square inch of the world around us and at the same time invades
even the hidden places of our heart, those things we like to keep
from others, in order to mold and form us into mature children of
God.
To put it in Christian terms, wisdom is what forms us to be more
like Jesus, who, as the apostle Paul put it, became for us wisdom
from God (1 Cor. 1:30).
Shepherding us toward wisdom, kicking and screaming if need
be: that is the Bible’s purpose.
The Bible becomes a confusing mess when we expect it to fulfill
some other purpose-like functioning as an owner’s manual for
faith. But when we allow the Bible to determine our expectations,
we see that intending to gain wisdom is our proper spiritual
posture toward it.

Wisdom isn’t about flipping to a topical index so we can see
what we are to do or think—as if the Bible were a teacher’s
edition textbook with the answers supplied in the back. Wisdom
is about the lifelong process of being formed into mature
disciples, who wander well along the unscripted pilgrimage of
faith, in tune to the all-surrounding thick presence of the Spirit of
God in us and in the creation around us.
Rulebook answers deliver certitude and finality, but wisdom
embraces mystery.
Rulebook answers are distant and passive, but wisdom is
intimate and learned through thought experience.
Rulebook answers are immediate, but wisdom takes trial and
error over time.
Rulebook answers provide comfort and stability, but wisdom
asks us to risk letting go of what is familiar for God’s surprises.
Rulebook answers are designed to end the journey, but wisdom
shapes us so we journey with courage and peace.
Rulebook answers are limited to specific moments, but wisdom
works in all times and places.”
Please see the Stewardship Lending Library in the gathering
space for copies of How the Bible Actually Works, or join the
discussion about the book at the Saturday Men’s Group during
the month of May.

Dates: Mondays, June 17, July 15 & Aug 19
Time: 6 - 8:30 pm
Location: Holy Cross Lutheran Church
Patio & Fellowship Area
Cost: Free! Dinner included.
RSVP: bit.ly/MP3summer19
Men (21+) of Holy Cross and the community are invited to a
3-part summer series of fellowship, food, live music, and
conversation around the theme of “Reimagining Meaning &
Purpose.”
While we might think our greatest challenge is to make it
through the busyness, to survive its frenetic pace and never
ending dilemmas, below the surface there is an even more
critical task– finding meaning and purpose in life. In other
words, why bother? The reality is that nothing makes us want
to live more than feeling that we have something important to
do, while nothing makes life seem as worthless as the feeling
we do not.
How do we get our heads and hearts around what that
something is? Do we understand our lives as series of tasks or
a mission? Where do the people we love fit into our sense of
meaning and purpose? What about our work, our encounters
with suffering, and the courage adversity draws out of us? Is
our goal to live lives of importance or significance, to focus on
resumé virtues or eulogy virtues? What is the difference
between capital P Purpose and lowercase p purpose?
How then, might our faith inform how we think about
meaning and purpose in our life? Is it helpful to sense God has
a purpose in mind for our lives, that God created us on
purpose, with a purpose? Can our faith be helpful by giving us
a road to follow, and hope that the road is going somewhere
we want to go?
Come join the conversations and enjoy fellowship, live music,
and time around the table for a meal. We will be meeting at 6
pm in the gathering space or the patio (weather permitting) at
Holy Cross Lutheran Church. We will serve dinner by 6:45 pm
and will wrap up the evening by 8:30 pm. You are welcome to
invite other men who are friends or colleagues.
Registration is optional, but it will help us plan the food for the
evening. Contact pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org with any
questions.
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on Sunday, April 28, 2019

“Everyone wins when a leader gets better.”
Attend the Global Leadership Summit at our Holy Cross
Satellite location on August 8 - 9, 2019 to enhance and
inspire your leadership potential. God created all of us on
purpose, with a purpose, to make a difference in the world,
and this summit helps you to find your purpose.
Why should you attend? What will you get out of it?
79% of attendees feel that GLS has improved their teamwork
ability and their job satisfaction. 68% of attendees were
inspired to impact their community, and 89% of attendees
gained courage to lead despite opposition.
By signing up, you could be one of those whose life is
impacted by this event. You’ll hear from a diverse group of
speakers including:

Arthur & Nancy Kingsley
Brandon & Jackie Cabbiness
Elise and Claire

The following young people received Holy Communion for
the first time on Maundy Thursday, April 18, 2019. We pray
that you will forever feel the love and presence of the Lord
as you come to the Lord’s Table.

Lucas Axelson
Lauren Barry
Hannah Barry
Elizabeth Brown
Kiley Craven
Connor Desiron
Molly Granfeldt

Anne Gutowski
Croix Hanson
Connor Lovejoy
Ruth McGinn
Dylan Treutelaar
Nikolai Wuerfel
Jackson Yarc

Ellen Majewski
Bear Grylls - Adventurer;
Writer; TV Host

Chris Voss - Former FBI Hostage
Negotiator; CEO & Founder, The
Black Swan Group

Saturday, March 16

Ruth Irene Lejsek
Saturday, March 23

Jack Gibson
Saturday, March 23

Lucille Boucek
Friday, March 29

Jay Misicka
Saturday, April 6

Danielle Strickland - Author;
Justice Advocate

Jason Dorsey - #1 Rated Gen Z &
Millennial Speaker; Researcher

To be a part of this experience, register for $89 as a Holy
Cross member at bit.ly/GLSHCLC with code: GLS19TEAM

If you are interested in providing altar flowers for Sunday worship,
sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway outside of the church
office, or contact the church office at office@holycrosschurch.org.
Flowers may be taken home to enjoy after the 11 am worship service.
Please return vase by the following Sunday.

A friendly welcome at the door, the helpful smile of an usher, a
moving reading, a cup of coffee shared with friends and fellow
members. Our greeters, ushers, readers, assisting ministers,
communion assistants, altar care, coffee hosts and other volunteers
all make a meaningful and rewarding difference at every worship
service.
A listing with descriptions of Worship Participant Ministry
opportunities is available in the church office or view online at:
bit.ly/WPatHC
If you would like to be involved in any of the worship participant
ministries here at Holy Cross, please contact the church office at
(847) 367-4060 or office@holycrosschurch.org
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Bob Chilcott and his “A Little Jazz Mass”
by Randy Casey
Andre Previn, one of the greatest musicians of the past 100 years,
died recently, just one month short of his 90th birthday, which
would have been on April 6. Born in Berlin in 1929, he received a
strong music education before his family fled to Paris in 1938.
They then immigrated to the United States, settling in California
where Andre Previn began his career as a composer of film
scores, a conductor of Hollywood musicals, and a classical
pianist. He went on to become one of the giants among orchestra
conductors, and a composer. One of my most amazing moments
as a visitor to Germany was in Leipzig, as I watched Andre Previn
conduct the Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchestra in a cello concerto of
his own composition. But, in addition to all of his
accomplishments, Andre Previn was also an outstanding jazz
pianist. On YouTube, one can see him chat with other jazz
pianists, and then “fool around” on the piano with the likes of
Oscar Peterson. The music making is incredible.

has written: “A relaxed, easy tempo is followed by a Gloria with
a driving upbeat enclosing a lyrical central section. The music of
the Sanctus could be described as a Jazz lullaby; the Benedictus
ups the tempo a little, building to a strong forte for the Hosanna.
Clearly inspired by the blues, the Agnus Dei reaches a powerful
climax at ‘Dona Nobis Pacem’ before arriving at a peaceful
conclusion.”
Jazz is regarded as a distinctly American contribution to music
history. At the University of Michigan, I took a course in
American music history and a portion of the term was devoted to
jazz. Actually, the first time I saw Andre Previn in person was in
Ann Arbor as he toured with an orchestra from London. Andre
Previn was, and Bob Chilcott is, all about creating wonderful
music. Andre Previn never composed sacred music, but Bob
Chilcott continues to create music for our use in church all the
time. Both men were blessed by God with talent in abundance.
The Holy Cross Choir delights in presenting Bob Chilcott’s
music, and all of us can listen to the treasures as a composer and
a conductor that Andre Previn left behind.

Perhaps the finest compliment I can pay Bob Chilcott is that he
could hold his own in a conversation about various musical styles
with Andre Previn. On Sunday, May 19, during 9:30 and 11 am
worship, the Holy Cross Choir will present Bob Chilcott’s “A
Little Jazz Mass.” Of utmost significance is that this will be the
third extended work by Bob Chilcott (b. 1955) that we have sung,
the other two being his “Requiem” and his “St. John Passion.” In
fact, our “St. John Passion” presentation is probably the most
effective music we have ever offered for a Good Friday worship
service. That we will now have sung three extended works by this
man is most unusual for us. Except for Johann Sebastian Bach, we
have never sung so many large pieces by one composer.
In his “Composer’s Note” to the score, Bob Chilcott has written:
“‘A Little Jazz Mass’ was first performed at the 2004 Crescent
City Festival (New Orleans) in June. In this mass setting, I have
written a piano part with may be played exactly as written.
However, I would encourage the pianist to improvise freely on the
chord structure, and would also encourage the addition of bass
and drums and any other instruments that may be appropriate for
the performance.”
Our performance will be accompanied by Anca Apetean on piano,
Paul Nielsen on double bass, and Matt Neuberger on drums. Of
interest is that there is no drum part provided with the score.
Instead, there is a note that the drummer should make up that part
in the performance. Normally, jazz goes right over my head, and
this improvisational aspect of the genre is that which overwhelms
me the most. Serious jazz musicians are essentially composers on
the spot. The reason I can somewhat comprehend this jazz mass is
because the composer has written it down. Except for Matt, none
of us will be making up our parts on Sunday, May 19. On the
contrary, we will be adhering to this delightfully sing-able score
with the hope that you will be enjoying that to which you are
listening.
Bob Chilcott’s “A Little Jazz Mass” has the expected five
movements: Kyrie, Gloria, Sanctus, Benedictus, and Agnus Dei.
Of these movements university history professor John Bawden

by Bob Chilcott

during 9:30 and 11 am worship

Attention Project Healing
Waters Volunteers
by Jeff Reinke,
Regional Coordinator—Midwest and
Program Lead—North Chicago for
Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing
(PHWFF).
A friendly reminder to all PHWFF volunteers to please register
online as a volunteer in the program.
It is important for PHWFF to have all volunteers registered for
insurance reasons. Also, large volunteer numbers will help in order
to apply for large grants, both nationally and locally.
The registration link will be resent to those on the current email list,
but should you have any questions, please contact Jeff by email at
jeff.reinke@projecthealingwaters.org.
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Thank you to everyone who helped this year with the
PADS lunch and breakfast program through the Shepherd
of the Lakes location in Grayslake—especially the
confirmation small groups, leaders, and their families for
packing lunches and collecting offering during
confirmation sessions.



Canned fruit is the non-perishable food items of the
month in May. Please place your contribution in the
COOL collection cart outside the church office or in
baskets during the children’s message. Check
expiration dates.



Easter Generosity Thank you for filling over 110
Easter Bagskets and for the donations for the Sunday
School children to create 175 Easter treat bags for the
children of COOL Ministry clients.



16th Annual COOL Golf Outing will be held on
Friday, July 12, 2019 at Bonnie Brook Golf Course.
Come enjoy their famous Friday Fish Fry. Stay
tuned for more details.

Thank you to Holy Cross congregation members for
providing breakfast items and financial support.
We also thank Pat & Chuck Chianelli, Josh Gordon, and
Heidi (and Sarah, Jack and Anne) Gutowski who also
volunteered to shop, deliver, and coordinate. Our
involvement with the PADS program will resume in
October of 2019.

Help Mother Earth on Mother’s Day
Marge Stueckemann

The idea that the earth is our mother is firmly established in
folklore. Making the little part of earth that surrounds our
homes a better place for our fellow creatures, taking care of
our beautiful God-given creation, is something we all can
agree is a good idea. On Mother’s Day weekend, Lake
County Forest Preserves at Independence Grove in
Libertyville is hosting a Native Plant Sale where you can buy
native plants that will help make your home a welcome place
for butterflies, bees, and other native creatures. Plant sale
hours are as follows:
Saturday May, 11 from 9 am to 3 pm
Sunday, May 12 from 10 am to 2 pm
In addition to the plants, you can also buy compost bins, but
on Saturday only. Gathering the plant leftovers of your
cooking– radish leaves, trimmings from carrots or celery, etc.,
plus coffee grounds and coffee filters in a container in the
kitchen and then depositing these wastes in the compost bin is
a great way to enrich the soil and keep this material out of the
landfill.
More information will be available on eco-friendly practices
that can benefit your home, pocketbook, and community. It is
a great way to say “Happy Mother’s Day, Mother Earth.”
View a list of native plants available at the Native Plant Sale
here: lcfpd.org/plant-sale
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Milestone
Ministries

Sunday School at Holy Cross
We feature open enrollment - your child may enroll year-round.

Ages 3 - 5/Kindergarten

Grades 1 - 5

Wrapping Up Another Year
May 12 is our annual Field Day, and our last Sunday School
of the 2018/19 year. Bring the whole family to church that
day so that all Sunday School children can participate, and
make sure to dress for outdoor activity!
We also have our wonderful Spring Sing on Sunday, May 5
during 9:30 am worship. A huge thank you in advance to
Carrie and Jamey Mack for their dedication to lead the music
classes each Sunday, and to the Confirmation Band for
accompanying us.
As we look back on this year, it’s fun to see what we
accomplished.

Sunday, May 5
during 9:30 am worship
Please join us for the Spring Sing event by our
Sunday School aged students. The children will
share the music that they have been learning
during Sunday School this semester. Always a fun
experience to hear those young voices lifted high
in praise and joy!

Dates to Remember
Sunday, May 5 - Spr ing Sing with Confir mation
Sunday, May 12 - Field Day (Last day of Sunday School.
Sunday School resumes in fall 2019.)
Sunday School Coordinators:
Ages 3-5/K: Felicia Brandt (847) 362-0924
Grades 1-5: Volunteer Requested

Our faith journey occurs from birth through life eternal. Milestone
Ministries serve as an important way of connecting, supporting, and
equipping families and the congregation to pass on the faith, to live
out the promises that are made when someone is baptized and to
provide strength for their faith journey.

Saturday, May 11
9:30 to 11 am
Prayer is our connection to God and an open line of
communication. This milestone offers an opportunity for
children and parents to talk about prayer, to learn how to pray,
and begin exploring the Lord’s Prayer as the basis of future
prayers and worship participation.
RSVP by May 6 to office@holycrosschurch.org

Saturday, May 18
9:30 to 11 am
At this milestone, families with children age 2 and under will
have an opportunity to explore the First Words of faith by
introducing Bible stories and stories of faith into their
child(ren)’s life. How do we begin talking to our children about
faith before they can even talk? Participants will receive a
children’s Bible and an opportunity to get to know others at
Holy Cross with children the same age.
RSVP by May 13 to office@holycrosschurch.org

Sunday, June 2
during 10 am worship
Graduation from high school is an important milestone and a
time of transition for students and families. We celebrate this
milestone with a cake and coffee fellowship hour and then in
worship with prayer and blessing of all those who graduated
and their families.
Seniors, please submit the following to
office@holycrosschurch.org by Monday, May 13:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Graduation photo (or similar photo)
Your full name and your parent’s names
Name of your high school
A note about your post-graduation plans
Your RSVP about attending the 9 am fellowship hour
and 10 am worship service on June 2.
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Attention 9th Grade Confirmands
As we head toward the culmination of your confirmation with the
Affirmation of Baptism on Reformation Sunday, October 27,
2019 we invite you to put these dates on your calendar. There will
be more additions to our list of dates in the future, so keep an eye
out for those.
June/July - Expect a mailing with materials for your
Confirmation service as well as the Confirmation Faith Statement
packet in preparation of your Confirmation Conversation with one
of the pastors.
July/August (before school starts) - Schedule and complete your
Confirmation Conversation with the pastoral staff. Please contact
the office to make an appointment once the schedule is published
and mailed to you.
September 28 – 29
October 26
October 27

9th grade Retreat at
Lutherdale Bible Camp
Confirmation dress rehearsal and
pictures (8:30 am)
Confirmation service (11 am)

Intergenerational

Vacation
Bible School
Who is My Neighbor?

2019 High School Mission Trip
to Rosebud
Upcoming Dates
Prep Meeting

Sunday, May 5 at 1 pm

Youth Stock Sales

Sundays, May 5 & 12
from 8:30 - 11:30 am

Participant Forms Due Sunday, June 3

Support our High School Youth
Car Wash
Bring your car to church on Sunday, June 2 (rain date June 9) and
have the youth wash your car while you are in worship. This is a
fun way to support the HS Rosebud trip participants, and take care
of a Sunday afternoon task!

Take Stock in Holy Cross Youth
We are inviting each of you to become a stockholder in the 2019
High School Mission trip to Rosebud. Stocks are $25 each. We
invite you to buy as much stock as possible.
Rights and Privileges:
As a stockholder your rights and privileges include: praying for,
encouraging and supporting Holy Cross’ Youth; our sincere
thanks and appreciation; and updates sent to you during the
youth’s time in Rosebud.
“How do I purchase Youth Stock?”

June 11: Let Your Light Shine
June 18: No Fear
June 25: God Loves Everyone

Time: 6 – 8 pm
Cost: Free
Ages: All
Dinner Included.
Register: bit.ly/IVBS19

- Youth will be selling stock in the gathering space on the
following Sundays between worship services: May 5 & May 12.
- By returning the completed form below to the church office,
or include in the offering plate. Additional Youth Stock
purchase forms available online at:
holycrosschurch.org/resources

2019 Youth Stock Purchase Form
Number of Stocks ____________ x $25 = Total Amount $ _________

The idea of a neighbor has been a long time theme of biblical
relationships. We are taught that our neighbor is not just the
person that lives next door, but all of humanity. This summer,
we embark on a journey of faith during the Intergenerational
VBS series that includes study of our neighbors in different
parts of the world.

Cash / Online / Check (circle one) Check # _______________

Each session of VBS is autonomous and stands on its own.
We would love to see you at all of them, but join us as your
schedule allows. Individuals and families with all ages are
welcome to gather for a complimentary meal and fellowship,
followed by music, prayer, and discovery. Registration is
optional but please do so to help us plan food and supplies.

City: ________________________ State: ______ Zip: _____________

(Please write YOUTH STOCK in the memo line of check.)
Name(s):__________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________
Phone: __________________
Order Deadline: Sunday, May 12
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CrossWays Preschool
From Plastic Caps to a Bench
Over the past 8 months, CrossWays Preschool, Celebration!
Childcare and Holy Cross members and families have been
collecting plastic caps and lids in order to turn them into a bench.
Because of your help, we collected enough caps to get one bench,
and are on our way to a second and maybe even a picnic table!
If you don’t remember, CrossWays Preschool and Celebrate!
Childcare have been participating in Green Tree Plastics’ program
“ABC Promise Partnership.” Green Tree Plastics is a company in
Indiana that creates plastic products such as benches and tables
using only post-industrial materials. Through this partnership,
CrossWays Preschool and Celebration! Childcare collected plastic
caps, and those caps created the bench that we now have today. This
program is only run with child centered organizations, and it
dictates that the children are a huge part of the process. The children
of both CrossWays Preschool and Celebration! Childcare helped
collect the caps, clean them if needed, as well as weigh them.
Once we reached our goal of 100 pounds of caps, Liz Moy, our
CrossWays Preschool director, traveled to Evansville, Indiana to
deliver the collected caps, pick up the bench and to learn more about
the process in order to share it with the students and everyone who
has helped collect caps.
The company that makes all of these recycled benches also makes
planters, tables, and other custom projects. They take all of the
plastic that is donated and shred it into small pieces, and you can see
in the photo below just how small the plastic is after that process.

Once the caps are shredded into small pieces, those pieces are
melted to create enough material to put into a mold. That mold then
becomes whatever product is being made i.e. a table or a bench. You
can pick up these products either in pieces or already assembled. As
you can see in the picture to the right, this company has many
benches already made from plastic caps. Just think about how much
they were able to recycle to create those benches!

Celebration! Childcare
We are so grateful to Green Tree Plastics for helping care for our
world by making something out of these caps that would just sit in
landfills. We are also thankful for all of your support, and we look
forward to our future bench, and potential table.
If you would like to see the bench we have, it is outside of the church
office and CrossWays Preschool entrance. Look for the blue bench
next to the playground!
We are excited to continue collecting in order to have a bench outside
of the Celebration! Childcare entrance, and potentially even get
enough to get a picnic table for our outdoor areas.
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CrossWays Preschool

the

CAPS

P las t i c C a p C o l l e c t i o n P r o j ect

We’re continuing our collection of plastic caps for a school wide
recycling project. Collected caps will be turned into another bench
and possibly a picnic table! YOU can help! Please donate your
washed plastic caps.

Acceptable plastic caps and lids:
Milk jug caps, drink bottle caps, toothpaste caps, flip top
caps, yogurt lids, peanut butter jar lids, detergent caps,
medicine bottle caps, spout caps, shampoo caps,
mayonnaise jar lids, Pringles lids, apple sauce pouch caps,
baby food lids, caps and lids with Recycle # 2, 4 & 5
UNacceptable:

Metal caps, plastic containers, plastic that is not a cap/lid,
fast food drink lids, K-Cups, pump and spray triggers, dirty
caps.
Cap collection bins are located at CrossWays Preschool,
Celebration! Childcare, Holy Cross church office
and in the fellowship area.

Social-Emotional Skills
As adults, we want to see the children around us managing their
emotions successfully and positively. We want to see them establish
positive relationships with others, interact well in a group, and follow
expectations and limits. At first glance, it seems these skills just
magically appear in them one day, but in reality, this skill building
takes work and starts in early childhood.
Collectively, these skills are known as social-emotional skills. As
adults, they help us make our way through every day as we deal with
disappointments, engage with other people, and react to wide ranges
of events. Building these skills is extremely important for every
single human being, and it directly affects that person’s success in
life. In fact, educators in elementary school will tell you that these
skills are often what is lacking in their students, and it is often what
prevents them from reaching their potential in school.
There are five things you can do to help foster these skills in young
children:
1.

2.
3.
4.

Thank you for your help!
5.

Farewell to Elizabeth Moy
It is with sadness that we have accepted the resignation of
Elizabeth Moy as Director of CrossWays Preschool. Liz has been
in this position for four years, and the preschool ministry has
thrived under her leadership. There have been many advancements
within the everyday operations. However, the most amazing gift is
her love for the children. She treats them, their parents, and her
staff with respect and grace while encouraging each of the children
to discover their unique gifts and become the individual God
created them to be.
Liz concludes her responsibilities at the end of May with the
completion of the 2018/19 school year, as she and her husband
Steve plan to make a big move out of state within the near future.
We will miss her enthusiasm and energy, but are excited for them
in their new adventure.
We will celebrate Liz’s gifts and time with us at a reception to be
held between worship services on Sunday, June 9 from 9 to 10 am.
A recognition moment will be shared at both the 8 and 10 am
worship services on that day.

Help them use “power” words: simple phrases or words that pack
a punch like “stop” or “I don’t like that.” Encouraging young
children to use these words helps empower them to stand up for
themselves and respect their own feelings.
Help the child understand consequences. Teach them that every
action has a direct response, and sometimes, those consequences
are undesired! Keep it neutral and focused on the action.
Model (using gestures and visual clues) whatever you are saying
so young children who are still learning language can gain a
deeper understanding of your message.
Explain broad rules in more specific terms for better
understanding. For example, instead of just saying “quiet voices,
please” add “people are trying to work in a quiet area and we
don’t want to disturb them.”
Actively listen. Engage in eye contact, respect their feelings, and
repeat back to them whatever they say, using the same tone.
When children are experiencing strong emotions (positive and
negative), they need our attention and empathy.

This takes time and energy on our part, but in the end, we want the
children around us to be the most successful they can, and these skills
are a big part of that. At CrossWays Preschool, you will often find
our teachers using these techniques to help develop these skills in our
students.

This month brings the school year to a close for us. I cannot believe
how fast the time has flown! Our students have grown in so many
ways throughout this year, and I am so proud of each and every one!
We look forward to ending the year on a high note and getting ready
for summer camp. If you’re interested in summer camp, or signing up
for school next year, please contact me to learn about our
programming.

Elizabeth Moy, Cr ossWays Pr eschool Dir ector
crossways@holycrosschurch.org
(847) 367-4367
cpreschool.org
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Celebration! Childcare
A Biblioteca Update
Celebration! Childcare would like to thank Wayne and Judy Luplow for delivering another batch of books to San Juan Cosala, outside of
Mexico City. The town has a small start-up library that Celebration! Childcare has been sending books to via congregation member visits.
The library is about 35’ by 24’, and Anna Sime, a past Holy Cross church member, is on the board. Anna contacted us due to the need of
books for this library as it serves a population with 67% literacy.
It has been a great experience for the children of Celebration! Childcare to correspond with the children in Mexico City who use the
Biblioteca, and we are so grateful we were able to be connected. With bonus points from our Scholastic book fairs, we have been able to
provide over 150 books to this town.
One of the stories Wayne and Judy shared with us was about a little boy, about three years old. He was standing with a group of around ten
other children, and whenever he could get the attention of one of the other children, he would point at the pages of a book and chatter a bit.
Ken, the director of the library, who saw this from a little bit away, thought he was asking questions, but the children explained that he was
reading them a story!
Of course, the boy couldn’t really read—he didn’t even know the alphabet yet. But the boy had been in the Biblioteca. Somebody had read to
him and pointed to pictures. The children who use the Biblioteca have learned the concept that books contain stories, that stories are fun, and
that you can share stories with other people. The three year old didn’t know what the book was about, but he was creating his own story.
Before Biblioteca, many of the children had never been exposed to books, let alone a library. Celebration! Childcare is very fortunate to have
found such a great program to partner with, giving us the pleasure of correspondence and of adding to their book collection.

Kathy Pfister, Celebr ation! Childcar e Dir ector
celebration@holycrosschurch.org
(847) 367-6208
cchildcare.org

Left: The entrance to the Biblioteca in Mexico City.
Below: Inside the Biblioteca.
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The Free Spirits are a group of retirees and others age 55 and more who enjoy participating in outings together.

For Thursday, May 16, we have planned an outing to the Dunn Museum. Marvelocity: The A rt
of Alex Ross will be on exhibit. For nearly 30 years, Alex Ross has revitalized classic
superheroes into works of fine art. Following the museum tour, we can head to The Liberty
Restaurant (419 S Milwaukee Ave) for lunch. The museum has a $3 entry fee for seniors. Gather
at Holy Cross to carpool at about 10:15 am, or meet us at the museum at 10:30 am.
We send reminder post cards, and welcome new members at anytime! Let us know if you would
like to be on that postcard reminder list. RSVP to Felicia Brant at Felicia.s.brandt@gmail.com or
at (847) 362-0924 or to Jeri Powers (jerilp@ameritech.net or 847-367-7313) so that we can make
reservations.

This small group is for parents who have children with any special need (whether or not formalized
by 504 or IEP). They typically meet once a month (September - June) to offer ideas, guidance or
prayer. Open to all members of the community regardless of religious affiliation. For more information,
please contact Terry Berger (224) 775-1479 or Lisa Dunbar (847) 309-6035.
Snacks are furnished by the Lexi Kazian Foundation for the members who attend.

Special Needs

We always welcome more volunteers to help with hospitality. If you would like to help in this way,
please contact office@holycrosschurch.org
(See page 6 for a note about volunteer registration.)

Grounded in Grace is an opportunity for women of faith to gather together in fun, fellowship, and learning. Come and
join! Bring a snack or a beverage to share, and don’t forget a friend!

Debunking the Rapture: Failing to understand the message of hope offered in the Book of Revelation,
many Christians have been misled by 19th century doomsayers and modern-day apocalyptic preachers
who proclaim their vengeful god’s impending extermination of the apostate masses. Just what part of
“love your enemies” doesn’t their god understand?

Grounded
in

Grace

Come and join us as we discuss this concept. All experiences are welcome.
The next Grounded in Grace will be on Friday, June 14, and the topic is “A Kingdom without Walls.”
Please contact Pastor Sally with any questions at pastorsally@holycrosschurch.org

We will meet each Monday starting at 6 pm. Not sure if pilates is for you? Try one class for
free. Questions about pricing may be directed toward the organizer, Jodi Zombolo, at
(224) 595-8573.
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G
Bible
Study
Common
Threads
Women’s
Discussion
Group

This month we will discuss Eighty Days: Nellie Bly and Elizabeth Bisland’s History-Making Race Around the
World by Matthew Goodman. On November 14, 1889, Nellie Bly, the crusading female reporter for
Joseph Pulitzer’s World newspaper, left New York by steamship on a quest to break the record for the fastest
trip around the world. Also departing from New York that day– and heading in the opposite direction by train–
was a journalist from The Cosmopolitan magazine, Elizabeth Bisland. Each was determined to outdo Jules
Verne’s fictional hero Phileas Fogg and circle the globe in less than eighty days. The dramatic race that ensued
would captivate the nation, and change both competitors’ lives forever.

Throughout the year, this Bible study meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month. Biblical scholarship is
not required. All you need to join the conversation is an open heart and any translation of the Bible. We are
continuing our study of the Gospel of Luke.

This group of our congregation knits or crochets blankets and shawls. Each blanket or shawl is then
dedicated at a worship service and presented to the prayer recipient. These prayer blankets offer the healing
power of prayer, crafted as an expression of God’s love. To request a prayer shawl for a loved one, please
contact the church office at office@holycrosschurch.org.

We’re finishing Dr. Chris Thurman’s, The Lies We Believe about God: Knowing God for Who He Really Is.
Books are available for purchase in the church office for $15. Then, we’ll discuss the Global Leadership
Summit!
May 7 - Chapter 12: Our God is an Awesome God
May 21 - Global Leadership Summit DVD speaker and conversation

Men’s
Breakfast Group

This is a wonderful way to begin the day. We promise to provide you with thought-provoking and
stimulating fellowship and conversation. All men are welcome to join us.

Focused on caring for God’s wonderful creation, our goal is to inspire our congregation by providing
information and environmental issues. We share pertinent articles on the 3-sided kiosk in the gathering space
and on Sunday mornings throughout the year. Through our email list, we share environmental news with
each other. If you would like to subscribe to our email list, please email CreationCare@holycrosschurch.org
with “subscribe” in the subject line.
See page 7 for information about the Native Plant Sale held at Independence Grove Forest Preserve on
Mother’s Day weekend.

Saturday
Men’s Group

In May, we will be starting a new book by Peter Enns: How the Bible A ctually W orks: In W hich I Explain
How an Ancient, Ambiguous, and Diverse Book Leads Us to Wisdom Rather Than Answers—and Why
That’s Great News.
Enns makes the case that the Bible is not an instruction manual or a rule book; instead, it is a powerful
learning tool that nurtures our spiritual growth. The Bible refuses to provide us with easy answers, but
instead forces us to acquire wisdom.
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7:30 pm

Holy Cross Choir rehearsal

Thursday, May 9
7:00 pm BSA #194 Committee, 207
7:00 pm ECM Board meeting, 208
7:00 pm Handbell Choir rehearsal, 402
Friday, May 10
6:00 pm BSA Wood Badge set up,
402 & kitchen

Wednesday, May 1
June newsletter content due
9:00 am Quilting & More, 404
10:00 am Garden Club of Libertyville,
fellowship
3:30 pm Red Rose Choirs, 402 & 404
7:30 pm Holy Cross Choir rehearsal
Thursday, May 2
7:00 pm Handbell Choir rehearsal, 402
Friday, May 3
6:30 pm Grounded in Grace, fellowship
Saturday, May 4
7:00 am Saturday Men’s Group,
fellowship
2:00 pm Red Rose Choirs open house,
fellowship area & sanctuary
4:00 pm Red Rose Alumnae rehearsal,
402
5:30 pm First Saturday Worship with
Holy Communion
6:30 pm Women’s BBQ
Sunday, May 5
8, 9:30, & 11 am Worship with Holy
Communion
9:00 am Youth Stock Sale
9:30 am Spring Sing
1:00 pm HS Trip to Rosebud Prep
meeting, fellowship area
3:30 pm Private event, sanctuary &
fellowship
Monday, May 6
6:00 pm Willow House
6:00 pm Pilates, Celebration! atrium

Tuesday, May 7
9:30 am Women’s Discussion Group
4:00 pm Red Rose Choirs, 402 & 404
Wednesday, May 8
9:00 am Quilting & More, 404
11:30 am PHW Day Program, fellowship
3:30 pm Red Rose Choirs, 402 & 404
7:00 pm PHW Evening session, Century
Park or fellowship area

9:30 am
5:00 pm
7:00 pm

Women’s Discussion,
fellowship area
Red Rose, 402
Church Council

Wednesday, May 22
9:00 am Quilting & More Group, 404
9:30 am ECM Marketing Meeting,
fellowship area
11:30 am PHW Day Program,
Century Park or fellowship area
5:00 pm Red Rose auditions, 402
7:00 pm PHW Evening Session,
Century Park or fellowship area

Saturday, May 11
6:00 am Wood Badge Staff development
402 & kitchen
9:30 am Milestone Ministry:
Kindergarten, The Lord’s Prayer Thursday, May 23
11:00 am COOL Ministries Plant Sale
CrossWays Preschool: Last Day of
Pickup, Bethel Lutheran, Gurnee School for T/Th classes
Sunday, May 12
Friday, May 24
Mother’s Day
8:00 am Worship with Holy Communion CrossWays Preschool: Last Day of
School for MWF classes
9:00 am Youth Stock Sale
9:30, 11 am Contemporary Worship with
Saturday, May 25
Holy Communion
5:30 pm Saturday Evening Worship
9:45 am Sunday School Field day
with Holy Communion
Monday, May 13
1:00 pm Common Threads, fellowship
6:00 pm Pilates, Celebration! Atrium
7:00 pm BSA Troop 194, 402

Sunday, May 26
8 & 10 am Worship with Holy
Communion
2:30 pm Winchester House worship

Tuesday, May 14
10:00 am Adult Bible study, fellowship
5:00 pm Red Rose Evaluations, 402

Monday, May 27
Memorial Day, Church Office Closed

Wednesday, May 15
9:00 am Quilting & More Group
10:00 am Teacher Appreciation luncheon,
fellowship
Thursday, May 16
7:30 pm Handbell Choir rehearsal, 402
Friday, May 17
Saturday, May 18
7:00 am Saturday Men’s Group,
fellowship area
9:30 am Milestone Ministry: 2 year olds
and under: First Word

Tuesday, May 28
6:30 am Men’s Breakfast Group,
The Liberty
8:30 am Newsletter assembly,
fellowship
10:00 am Adult Bible Study, fellowship
4:00 pm Red Rose Choirs, 402 & 404
7:00 pm Book club, Karen Phillips’
home
Wednesday, May 29
9:00 am Quilting & More Group, 404
3:30 pm Red Rose choirs, 402 & 404
Thursday, May 30

Friday, May 31
Sunday, May 19
8 am
Worship with Holy Communion
9:30 & 11 am Worship with Holy
Communion
Save the dates!
Around The Cross Concert
Intergenerational
“A Little Jazz Mass”
Vacation Bible
4:00 pm Parents of Children with Special
School
Needs, 208
Monday, May 20
6:00 pm Pilates, Celebration! atrium
7:00 pm BSA Troop 194, 402
Tuesday, May 21
6:30 am Men’s Breakfast, The Liberty

Who is My Neighbor?
June 11, 18 & 25
6 - 8 pm

All Ages! Free!
See page 9 for info

Newsletter Assembly
Assist with preparing the June newsletter for mailing. Join us on Tuesday, May 28 at 8:30 am. Fellowship included.
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May 2019
by Bob Chilcott

Summer Series
during 9:30 and 11 am worship

“Reimagining Meaning & Purpose”
June 17, July 15, and Aug 19
6 - 8:30 pm
Holy Cross Patio & Fellowship Area

Details
on page 3.
Begins on Memorial
Day weekend,
Saturday, May 25 through Labor Day
Weekend, Sunday, September 1

Every Saturday Evening
at 5:30 pm
with Holy Communion

Sunday Mornings
at 8 & 10 am
Holy Communion on
1st and 3rd Sundays
and on Festival Sundays.
Fellowship Hour at 9 am.
See page 2 for full schedule

Register: bit.ly/MP3summer19
See page 4 for more information.

Intergenerational
Vacation Bible
School
June 11, 18 & 25
6 - 8 pm
Fellowship Area

Who is My Neighbor?

Open to all ages! Free!
Register: bit.ly/IVBS19
Individuals and families with all ages are
welcome to gather for a complimentary
meal and fellowship, followed by music,
prayer, and discovery.
See page 9 for more details.

4 First Saturday Worship
5 Sunday School Spring Sing
11 Milestone Ministry: Kindergarten
The Lord’s Prayer
11 COOL Ministries Plant Pickup
12 Sunday School Field Day
18 Milestone Ministry: Age 2 and under
First Word
19 Around the Cross Concert
25 Summer Worship Schedule begins
25 Saturday Evening Worship
June 2019
1, 8, 15, 22, 29 Saturday Evening Worship
2 Car Wash Youth Fundraiser
2 Milestone Ministry: High School
Graduation Recognition
11 Intergenerational VBS
17 MP3 Summer Series
18 Intergenerational VBS
22 HS Rosebud Mission Trip
22 Saturday Night Live On The Patio
25 Intergenerational VBS

