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Hope is Born! 
 

“I am done,” he said. “I am just done.” I have no doubt we may all be able to identify moments in life when 
we relate to that feeling.   
 

There is no doubt that during these past twenty months we may have wondered about where we find hope: 
both the kind we live with and the sort that we lean into when we pause to consider what comes next. Faith 
has continued in spite of the pandemic. Living with hope, I believe, is like that. Hope is both fragile and 
powerful, fragile because it exists against all odds and in the face of much that seems hopeless; powerful 
because it creates new possibilities and in being shared, multiplies. Hope is as much a choice as it is a gift.  
 

Hope that is fragile and brave invites us to move past existing. This sort of hope informs our living. Indeed, 
the sort of hope which enables us not only to keep going but to keep moving ahead with purpose. This time 
of the year is filled with choices and expectations. Perhaps we might manage to make room for a little more 
hope in our lives.  
 

It is helpful to remember, there is an important distinction between optimism and hope. Optimism assumes 
things will soon get better, hope testifies that whether things get better or worse ultimately God’s good will 
for us and all creation will prevail. And rooted in that promise, we can take action today, standing with the 
good, opposing evil, and doing what we can, not because we expect or need to save the world, but rather 
because we believe that since God will save the world we are free to throw ourselves into taking care of the 
little corner of the world in which we find ourselves. 

Hope is a hard word. Hope is not always comforting or comfortable. Hope asks us to open ourselves to 
what we do not know, to pray for illumination in this life, to imagine what is beyond our imagining, to bear 
what seems unbearable. It calls us to keep breathing when beloved lives have left us, to turn toward one 
another when we might prefer to turn away. Hope draws our eyes and hearts toward a more whole future 
but propels us also into the present, where Christ waits for us to work with him toward a more whole world 
now. As we enter into the Advent season and approach Christmas we appreciate once again the role that 
hope plays in our lives and in the world.  
 

Peace, 

Hope nonetheless. 
Hope despite. 
Hope regardless. 
Hope still. 
                                                          
Hope where we had ceased to hope. 
Hope amid what threatens hope.  
Hope with those who feed our hope. 
Hope beyond what we had hoped.  

     “Against Hope With Hope” (Romans 4:18)            
a poem by Jan Richardson                                                                                                     

Hope that draws us past our limits. 
Hope that defies expectations. 
Hope that questions what we have known. 
Hope that makes a way where there is none.                                                                                   
 
Hope that takes us past our fear. 
Hope that calls us into life. 
Hope that holds us beyond death. 
Hope that blesses those to come.     

http://HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons
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First Sunday of Advent  
November 28  

8 & 10 am - Sanctuary  
 

First Saturday   
December 4  

5:30 pm - Sanctuary  
 

Second Sunday of Advent  
December 5  

8 & 10 am - Sanctuary 
 

Third Sunday of Advent  
December 12  

8 & 10 am - Sanctuary 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent  
December 19  

8 & 10 am - Sanctuary 
 

Christmas Eve 
Friday, December 24  

5 pm - Drive-In  
with Holy Communion and Children’s Message 

 

8 & 10 pm - Sanctuary  
with Holy Communion and Candle Lighting  

 

First Sunday in Christmas  
December 26  

8 & 10 am - Sanctuary 
 

Second Sunday in Christmas 
January 2  

8 & 10 am - Sanctuary 
 

Virtual Worship 
November 28, December 5, 12, 19, 24, January 2 

View online on demand at  
HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Robert A. Davis, Senior Pastor 
Sarah Accettura, Administrative Coordinator 
Janet Carr, Congregational Activities 
Carmen & Abel Cervantes, Custodians 
Beth Fashimpaur, Handbell Choir Director 
Deaconess Katie Freund, Director of Early Faith  
Formation Ministries 
Beth Ann Koenemann, Financial Administrator  
Carrie Mack, Director of Youth Music Ministries 
Steve Oelschlager, Director of Operational Ministries  
Ellie Rautenbach, Congregational Communications 
Manny Rivera, Property 
Dale Tippett Jr., Director of Contemporary Music and  
Worship Technical Arts 
Tom Zombolo, Property 
 

Samantha (Sam) Cooper, Director 
Roxanne (Rocky) Kupfer, Assistant Director 
Tania Zombolo, Assistant Director 
 

Harold Sargent (President), Andy Eidson (Vice President), 
Darin Chartier, Nicole Drake, Mick Garrison, Gail Kelly, 
Bill Miksch, Karl Nygard, Sonny Randall, Amy Sekili,  
John Villani, Martha Watt 
Secretary, Terry Berger 
Treasurer, Lori Fedyk 
Financial Secretary, Tom Miller  
 

Altar Care: Julie Luczkiw 
Greeters: Therese Delli Paoli  

 

The Cross Connection, parish newsletter of Holy Cross  
Lutheran Church, is published monthly and is available online  

at HolyCrossChurch.org/newsletters. Articles should be  
submitted by the 1st of the month to Janet Carr at                                           

janet@holycrosschurch.org 

 

 

Sunday, January 30, 2022  
 

Details on the format and time for this meeting  
will be communicated closer to the meeting date. 

All confirmed members of Holy Cross are  
encouraged to participate.  

 

Attention all ministry members: 
Kindly submit your reports for the 2021 Annual  

Report to office@holycrosschurch.org  
by Monday, January 3.  

Advent & Christmas

http://HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons
mailto:office@holycrosschurch.org
http://holycrosschurch.org
http://HolyCrossChurch.org/newsletters
mailto:janet@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Newsletter
mailto:office@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Annual%20Report
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When you think of “Advent”, what comes to mind for you? 
 
I remember Wednesday night potlucks at my church growing 
up. Getting to see the church at night felt so special, the 
routine was different and the sanctuary even looked different 
with the darkness outside.  
 
While there are plenty of ways to mark the passage of time 
right now (Advent mangers for families or Advent calendars 
filled with all sorts of goodies), the Advent wreath crowns 
them all. The Advent wreath adorned with candles is a pretty 
universal image for American Christians during this season. 
 
Like a lot of our religious traditions in the Lutheran church, 
the Advent wreath comes from German and Nordic roots. I 
remember being told it comes from a time of horse drawn 
wagons that would be turned into sleighs during the snowy 
season. So families would hang the removed wagon wheels 
from their ceilings. So why not decorate them and put candles 
on up there for the countdown to Christmas! Is this historically 
accurate? I’m not certain. But it does make for a good story.  
 
This season of Advent, we are still just as adaptable as our 
ancestors that may (or may not) have hung wheels from the 
ceiling. We’re learning how to transition to in-person services 
again, and navigating how to pick up our children’s ministry 
after unprecedented time away.  
 
So this Advent; while we prepare for kids to celebrate the joys 
of the Advent season at home, and while the Holy Cross team 
plans for what to hope for as we start the journey towards in 
person ministry again…  

 
… I ask you to light a candle and pray for our life in 
community.  
 
Candles are more than just a fire hazard (although, they 
absolutely are a fire hazard, and kids must always have a 
parent around when using such things), for centuries they 
have been seen as the embodiment of prayer.  
 
Candles are tiny living prayers.  
 
And what good timing, for the Advent season is filled with 
candlelight.  

by Deaconess Katie Freund 

The Season of Advent 
Worship Updates for  

December 
 

The worship schedule on page 2 and the following updates  
represent our plans for worship. As always, please remember that 
we will exercise thoughtful judgments when it comes to  
modifying these events in light of new pandemic guidelines and 
recommendations. Please rely on the church’s website at                           
HolyCrossChurch.org for real time information and changes.  
In-person worship in the sanctuary will require masks regardless 
of vaccination status and social distancing will be practiced to the 
best of our ability. 
 
Worship Resumes in the Sanctuary in Advent  
The season of Advent begins the liturgical calendar year. It is 
four weeks long and builds to the celebration of Jesus’ birth on 
Christmas. November 28 is the first Sunday in the Advent             
season. We will offer in-person worship at 8 and 10 am in the 
sanctuary. The Sunday School faith formation experience will not 
be held in December.  
 
The liturgical color for Advent is ‘blue’ and represents the idea of 
hope. The four traditional Advent themes for the four Advent 
Sundays are: 
 
 - God's people: The Candle of Hope 

 - The Old Testament prophets: The Candle of Peace 

 - John the Baptist: The Candle of Love 

 - Mary the Mother of Jesus: The Candle of Joy 

 
Each Sunday we will light another candle on the Advent Wreath. 
We have mailed a home-based Advent activity for children and 
their families. It is called “The Advent Manger”. Please check 
out details about this activity on page 10 and on our website at 
HolyCrossChurch.org/kids 
  
Christmas Eve Worship on Friday, December 24 
Holy Cross will offer the following worship experiences on 
Christmas Eve: Drive-in worship at 5 pm with Holy Communion, 
in-person sanctuary worship at 8 and 10 pm with candle lighting 
and Holy Communion, and an online Christmas worship option 
on the church’s website to view on demand at  
HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons 

Sunday  School  
 for  Everyone 

  For the remainder of the current 2021/22  
school year, the Sunday School schedule  

will be as follows: 
 

Winter break: December 5 - January 2 
Sunday School resumes on January 9, 2022 

 

Spring break: March 27 - April 3  
 

Easter break: April 17 
 

Last day of Sunday School: May 8 

http://HolyCrossChurch.org
http://holycrosschurch.org/kids
HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons
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The Gift of Meaning, Purpose, and Hope 
by Steve Oelschlager 

 
During this time of year, we get to hear both the remarkable 
birth narratives of Jesus of Nazareth, as well as the Gospel of 
John's extraordinary account of Jesus the Christ being with 
God and from God from the very beginning. In the first 
chapter of his Gospel, John articulates God's grander vision 
for creation: something created out of nothing but an idea, and 
this word of God becoming physically real. Furthermore, 
God's creation was not just inert material stuff but physical 
matter that contained life. Even more exceptional, it was not 
just indifferent life, but conscious life intended to bring God's 
energy, light, and goodness into reality's darkness. Finally, 
John suggests that through this same pathway (nothing -> life 
-> light, goodness, truth) that we recognize that we are also 
children of God. 
 
Of all the gifts we might receive at Christmas, this framing of 
reality and life is the perfect present for those who have all the 
material things they need but still hunger for something more. 
When the meaning and purpose of life seem elusive, John 
proposes that our existence is not just an accident, not an 
improbable outcome of random forces and chemical reactions. 
Instead, God created Jesus and us, on purpose, with a purpose, 
to make a difference. Reality needs us—and the gifts God has 
given us—to show up and birth light, goodness, and truth, 
moving it from just an idea to something with flesh.  
 
Another implication of John's Gospel is that there is reason to 
be hopeful. God is up to something, which has been the case 
from the beginning. Creation (including each of us) is a work 
in progress. We are created in God's image, starting good yet 
incomplete, with a few flaws but moving toward something 
better. So despite the challenges and adversities we face, there 
is reason to trust that everything will work out in the end. If it 
seems like things are not working out, then it is not yet the 
end. 
 
My prayer is that Holy Cross might be a community that 
continues to be inspired by John's Good News of what God is 
doing through creation and Jesus Christ. May all of us be 
energized this Christmas and beyond by the significant work 
God has given us to do through our lives and by the hope of 
brighter days ahead.  

 

Ryan Alexander Hiitola 
son of Matthew and Christine Hiitola 

November 6, 2021 
 

Payton Ruth Penley 
daughter of Tyler and Amanda Penley 

November 28, 2021 

Ruth Hansen 

October 27, 2021 
 

Robert Schmidt 

November 1, 2021 

 

 

We need your help to decorate the sanctuary for Christmas  

 Sign up online to help decorate at: 

bit.ly/decorating21 

Tuesday, December 14 
7 to 8:30 pm - Heavy lifters/move décor from storage. 
 

Thursday, December 16 & Friday, December 17  
10 am to 3 pm - Assemble trees, light and fluff trees. 
 

Sunday, December 19 
Following 10 am worship (11:15 am to 3 pm) 
Heavy lifters and many volunteers needed to decorate trees, gathering 
space, sanctuary, etc. Lunch will be provided.  
 

Tuesday, January 4 & Wednesday January 5 
10 am to 3 pm - Take down décor from sanctuary. 
 

Thursday, January 6 
7 to 8 pm - Heavy lifters/return décor to basement. 
 

If you are willing to assist but the times listed above don’t work with your 
calendar, contact the church office at office@holycrosschurch.org or  
(847) 367-4060.  

Thank you to everyone who  
purchased poinsettias to decorate  

the sanctuary this Christmas!  
Poinsettia plant orders may still be placed 

online until December 1 at bit.ly/HCpoinsettia 

You may take your poinsettia order home to enjoy  
following the 10 pm Christmas Eve worship service,  

or on any subsequent Sunday.  

Thank   you! 

http://bit.ly/decorating21
https://bit.ly/HCpoinsettia
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Year End Gift  
Options to Consider 

 

As we approach the end of the year, it’s common for there to be 
questions about giving before the year ends, and this year again 
has additional challenges to consider related to COVID-19. 
Whatever your situation is (traveling, limited services at Holy 
Cross, unclear financial picture), Holy Cross is happy to work 
with you to help you achieve your giving goals. Below are 
some options and timelines available to you: 
 

• Give at one of the remaining worship services.  

• Mail your check to Holy Cross, postmarked by Friday, 
December 31.  

• Contribute online at donate.holycrosschurch.org 

• Use your bank’s bill pay system by Friday, 
December 31.  

• If giving stock or funds managed by a broker, ask for a 
transfer to be completed by Friday, December 31. Contact 
Tom Miller for instructions FinSec@holycrosschurch.org 

• Bring your gift to the church office by Thursday, December 
30. Due to the holiday schedule, if you choose to bring your 
gift to the church office, please call first to confirm that 
someone is here, or drop your gift into the locked portion of 
the mailbox next to the Liturgical Loft.  

 

We thank you for your continued support of God’s ministries 
through Holy Cross. We would not be able to do what we do 
without people like you who generously give to our 
congregation. 
 

Multiply Your Impact Through  
Holy Cross and Minimize Taxes Too 

 

If you are 70 1/2 years old or older, you have even more options 
to make a difference through Holy Cross while minimizing 
your taxes. You can give up to $100,000 from your IRA 
directly to a qualified organization like Holy Cross without 
having to pay income taxes on the money. This law no longer 
has an expiration date, so you are free to make annual gifts, this 
year, and well into the future.  
 

Why consider this gift? 

• Together through Holy Cross, we make significant 
ministries happen that benefit all ages, inside the 
congregation, inside Lake County, and around the world.  

• You pay no income taxes on the gift. The transfer generates   
neither taxable income nor a tax deduction, so you benefit 
even  if you do not itemize your deductions.  

• If you have not yet taken your required minimum 
distribution for the year, your IRA charitable rollover gift 
can satisfy all or part of that requirement.  

 

Please contact Tom Miller (Financial Secretary) to arrange your 
giving at this busy time of the year, or if you have any 
questions. Email to FinSec@holycrosschurch.org or phone    
    (224) 381-0116. 

Choir Update 
by Dale Tippett, Jr. 

 
We are having a ton of fun on Tuesday nights for choir 
rehearsal and would like to make sure you know that you’re 
invited—yes, YOU! These are very casual get-togethers and 
there is no barrier to entry. You don’t need to be an experienced 
singer, and you don’t need to know how to read music. We 
have a very inclusive group of great people that want to see 
anyone new have a fun and rewarding experience sharing their 
talents with the congregation. 
 
So far our little choir has shared some great gospel music, like 
“Power in the Blood”, “Every Time I Feel the Spirit”, and 
“Sweet Beulah Land”, which is a reference to Isaiah 62:4, 
which reads: 
 
“No longer will they call you Deserted, or name your land 
Desolate. But you will be called Hephzibah, and your land 
Beulah; for the LORD will take delight in you, and your land 
will be married.” 
 
A couple of our singers, Carly Thornberry and Elizabeth Davis 
joined me on a beautiful contemporary piece of music called 
“Scars in Heaven” for All Saints Sunday, which was wonderful, 
and I’m so excited to have a wide mixture of musical offerings 
between the band, choir, brass, organ, bell choir, and even more 
in the upcoming year! 
 
Given that we are not aiming to overload anyone’s schedules or 
stretch your ability to make long-term commitments, please 
email me at dale@holycrosschurch.org to get yourself added to 
the email list so you know when we are rehearsing.  
 
Rehearsals will always be on Tuesday nights at 7 pm, but not 
every week, which is why it’s best to be on the email list. I 
don’t send too many emails, only to let you know there’s a 
rehearsal, or if I need to share a PDF of the new music, or a 
recording of something we are working on. 
 

Handbell Choir 
by Beth Fashimpaur 

 
We welcome all to Handbell Choir. If you  
can read music, you can play!  
 
Rehearsals are on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd  
Thursdays of each month at 7 pm in  
the multipurpose room (402 in the  
basement). We will be playing in the  
sanctuary on December 12. 
 
If you are interested in joining, contact Beth  
(Malecha) Fashimpaur at elizabeth.malecha@gmail.com 

Music Ministries 

http://donate.holycrosschurch.org
mailto:FinSec@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Giving
mailto:FinSec@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Giving
mailto:dale@holycrosschurch.org


6  

 

 

With Thanksgiving recently celebrated, I was inspired to think 
more deeply about our blessings and why being thankful should 
be practiced throughout the year. We hear the words “thankful” 
and “grateful” many, many times during the month of                       
November—and that’s a good thing! The words are actually 
interchangeable according to the dictionary. When we focus on 
what we have to be grateful or thankful for, it becomes a                   
positive experience and uplifts us as we go through our day.  
 

Grateful also has an additional plus in that it describes an        
appreciation of benefits received. In speaking with Samantha 
Cooper recently, she shared how the Early Childhood Ministry 
(ECM) parents have expressed, over and over, how grateful 
they were for the services provided to their children through our 
ECM programs. The theme of support and appreciation for the 
curriculum and the staff continues to permeate the                         
conversations we have with our parents. 
 

This past summer, the CrossWays Preschool students were    
invited to participate in the special activities that were created 
for Celebration! Childcare. The CrossWays parents loved the 
opportunity to have their children participate! The water play 
days were a big hit. And, with some of the Covid restrictions 
being softened, parents were able to participate in classroom 
parties and the Halloween trick or treat activity. These small 
changes were huge pluses for our parents and they were      
grateful to have the opportunity to participate. 
 

Parents have also expressed gratitude for the Brightwheel     
application that allows them to have direct communication with 
their child’s teacher. Pictures and special notes can be sent to 
the parents and responses can be received. The program is such 
a plus for everyone but the parents have specifically shared how 
grateful they are that we implemented it. 
 

Our 38 new families have already shared how grateful they feel 
to have found our ECM programs. Many came to us via word  
of mouth from other parents currently with us. The flexibility 
shown to parents regarding their schedule is appreciated.               
Several parents have also shared that they have been told by 
public school teachers that our ECM students are very ready for 
kindergarten! Our curriculum prepares the students for that next 
step. 
 

Our curriculum is strong and so is our commitment to safety. 
Parents continue to notice that we clean and sanitize our        
building under Covid-19 guidelines and also follow the              
guidelines for masks and classroom closures should a case be 
identified. Parents are grateful for our vigilance and are very 
supportive when we must follow the guidelines to protect our 
young students. 
 

We are thankful that our parents show continued support for our 
programs and we feel very honored to have the opportunity to 
work with our parents and with their beautiful children. Being 
grateful is a year round attitude and something that you can  
experience every day if you look for ways to express it. It’s a 
great feeling to be thankful—and to be thanked. Blessings! 

Quilting News 
by Deb Sherrock I Love to Tell  

…” the Story 
“ 

by Judy Frank-Gonwa 

On November 14, 2021, ten quilts were displayed during the           
worship services and dedicated prior to their delivery to the COOL 
Ministries offices in Waukegan. The quilts will be given to                   
families residing in the Family Housing program.  
  

The Holy Cross quilting group resumed meeting at church to sew 
in mid-April and was able to complete four quilts working                
together. One quilt was made ‘remotely’ early in the year where 
members of the group had sewing ‘assignments’ to make blocks 
for a quilt which was later assembled. Sharon Pierluissi made one 
twin-sized quilt and Deb Sherrock created four during the fall and 
winter of 2020 to help meet our ten-quilt goal.  
 

Because it was difficult to shop for fabric last fall and winter, Deb 
purchased 100% cotton shirts, primarily plaids and stripes, at                  
rummage sales and thrift stores. They were laundered and then 
ripped apart. A men’s XXL shirt provides a good amount of fabric 
that was recycled for the quilts she crafted. 
 

The quilting group meets on most Wednesday mornings from 9 am 
to noon in the resource center in the basement of the west wing.  
New members are welcome to join. Cutting fabric and pressing 
seams are some of the non-sewing tasks that contribute to the 
group effort. 
 

If you have quilt tops that you no long want or need, or have sewn 
a quilt top that you would like to be donated to a good cause,              
consider giving it to the quilting group. Donations of 100% cotton 
fabric, either scrap pieces or yardage, are always welcome. 
 

For more information, contact Deb Sherrock at debs695@aol.com 
or (630) 267-7802. The quilting group members are Nancy Joiner, 
Sharon Pierluissi, Melanie Houser and Deb Sherrock. 

mailto:debs695@aol.com?subject=Quilting%20Group
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 Antiracism Roundtable 

& Workgroup

holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/93144150662 

Dates: Sundays, December 19, January 9, February 6 

Time: 11 am - 12:15 pm 

        For Everyone Born, a Place at the Table 
  by Carol Dikelsky 

 

Last December, I had the opportunity to view the virtual version    
of Luther College’s annual Christmas at Luther (CAL) program. 
Attending CAL is a family tradition; words fall short in describing 
the spectacle of hundreds of students performing in small groups 
and as a mass ensemble around a carefully planned theme each 
year. 

In 2020, CAL’s theme was “For Everyone Born.” One of the  
virtual program’s highlights was a masterful mix of individual 
singers blending into a huge virtual choir. Composer Tom Trenney, 
who arranged Shirley Murray’s 1998 hymn “For Everyone Born” 
for choir and orchestra, introduced the piece, encouraging those 
watching to “make haste to be kind and be quick to love; in every 
act of justice, when we honor and serve the Christ in our neighbor, 
the Christ in us is revealed and hope is restored.” 

For me, the lyrics below, grounded in multiple passages of 
scripture, represent what it means to infuse antiracist principles into 
faith. Maybe you’ll be inspired to watch the performance online, 
read more about hymns with social justice themes, or simply reflect 
on God’s delight when we create justice, joy, compassion, and 
peace. 

For everyone born, a place at the table, 
For everyone born, clean water and bread, 
A shelter, a space, a safe place for growing, 
For everyone born, a star overhead. 
 

Refrain:  
And God will delight when we are creators  
of justice, and joy, compassion and peace; 
Yes, God will delight when we are creators 
of justice, justice and joy. 
 

For woman and man, a place at the table, 
Revising the roles, deciding the share, 
With wisdom and grace, dividing the power, 
For woman and man, a system that’s fair. 
 

For young and for old, a place at the table,  
A voice to be heard, a part in the song, 
The hands of a child in hands that are wrinkled, 
For young and for old, the right to belong. 
 

For everyone born, a place at the table, 
To live without fear, and simply to be, 
To work, to speak out, to witness and worship, 
For everyone born, the right to be free. 
 

Finally, a quote from Murray, stated more than a decade after she 
wrote the hymn: “I hope that, as you sing this [hymn], you find 
yourself speaking out for anyone excluded from having a voice at 
the table of decision-making on grounds of gender, age, orientation, 
or race. It seems we still need to do this!” Please consider attending 
the roundtable. There is much to explore, and you are welcome to 
add your voice. 

The Holy Cross Book Club, open to anyone who is 
interested in reading and discussing books, routinely meets 
the fourth Thursday of every month (January through 
November) at 7 pm (unless otherwise noted) via Zoom.   
 
Our 2022 reading list is ready in time to add these books to 
our Christmas wish lists! See page 8 for details to join the 
Book Club meeting in January. If you have any questions, 
please email Melanie Houser at housermd@comcast.net 
 
2022 Book Club Selections 

Thursday, January 27 – hosted by Melanie Houser 
The Library Book by Susan Orlean 
 
Thursday, February 24 – hosted by Susan Williamson 
Three Girls from Bronzeville: A Uniquely American 
Memoir of Race, Fate, and Sisterhood by Dawn Turner 
 
Thursday, March 24 – hosted by Jeri Powers 
The Authenticity Project by Clare Pooley 
 
Thursday, April 28 – hosted by Kay Meyer 
Death and Life of the Great Lakes by Dan Egan 
 
Thursday, May 26 – hosted by Felicia Brandt 
The Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles 
 
Thursday, June 23 – hosted by Deb Sherrock 
The Things We Cannot Say by Kelly Rimmer 
 
Thursday, July 28 – hosted by Nancy Scarpelli 
Love Lives Here: Finding What You Need in a World 
Telling You What You Want by Maria Goff 
 
Thursday, August 25 – hosted by Nancy Joiner 
Long Bright River by Liz Moore 
 
Thursday, September 22 – hosted by Heidi Dinter 
The Book of Lost Names by Kristin Harmel 
 
Thursday, October 27 – hosted by Jeri Powers 
Into the Forest: A Holocaust Story of Survival, Triumph, 
and Love by Rebecca Frankel 
 
Thursday, November 17 – host TBD 
Blind Man’s Bluff: A Memoir by James Tate Hill 

mailto:housermd@comcast.net?subject=Book%20Club
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The Holy Cross Book Club usually meets via Zoom on the fourth Thursday evening of each month 
from January through November. Some months may be different due to holidays. We read various 
genres, including fiction, biography/memoir, nonfiction, mystery, cultural, historical and classics. 
Consider joining the group, if just for a book or two. If you have any questions, please email Melanie 
Houser at housermd@comcast.net. We are taking December off, and will resume on Thursday, January 
27 to discuss The Library Book by Susan Orlean. Look for the 2022 reading list on page 7. 

Saturday 
Men’s Group 

To join this group, please contact Jodi Zombolo at (224) 595-8573. Pilates will meet in person in the         
west wing. 

        holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/301891517  

 

This group is for men of faith to come together throughout the year to share their faith and thoughts about 
challenging topics. All welcome. Questions? Contact Steve Oelschlager at steve@holycrosschurch.org  

        holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/93144150662 
 

Join us for ongoing discussions of how the work of antiracism and inclusion intersects with our Christian 
faith and how we can apply what we’ve learned within the community of Holy Cross and beyond. We 
pray with each other—for those wounded by racism and prejudice as well as for the strength to examine 
our own biases, privileges, experiences, words, and actions. We welcome guest speakers, discuss films 
and resources that we have read individually and as a group. You are welcome to attend anytime. See 
page 7 for additional dates and information.  

Who couldn't use some fresh ideas for the holiday season? Please bring a COPY of one of your favorite 
holiday recipes to share. (This is a recipe exchange; you don't need to actually bring the dish.) It doesn't 
need to be sweet—whatever you like to serve for the holidays. Join us for fellowship, laughs, and some 
new holiday ideas. Questions? Contact Terry Berger at terryberger.08@gmail.com or (224) 775-1479. 

Grounded 
in Grace 

This group will be on hiatus for the month of December and will resume meeting in January 2022.  
 

Our next study in January will be around the book Common Ground by Amberly Neese. Whether it is in 
politics, the professional world, a party, or a pew, we face conflict every day. As conversations get more 
heated and social media is deluged with opinion-spewing, hurt feelings, and broken relationships, we 
need hope and practical tools to navigate the tumultuous waters and live at peace with everyone. 
Fortunately, the Scriptures provides insight into living at peace despite our differences through the stories 
of sibling rivalries in the Old and New Testaments. God’s Word helps us discover common ground even 
when we disagree. Questions? Contact Pastor Bob at pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org 

Antiracism 
Roundtable

Women’s 

Group 
Discussion 

Quilting 
GROUP The Quilting Group gathers in-person on Wednesdays to sew as a group. Contact Deb Sherrock at 

debs695@aol.com or (630) 267-7802 with any questions.  

mailto:housermd@comcast.net?subject=Book%20Club
http://zoom.us/j/301891517
mailto:steve@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Men's%20Group
https://holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/92610537947
mailto:terryberger.08@gmail.com?subject=Grounded%20in%20Grace
mailto:pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Women's%20Discussion%20Group
mailto:debs695@aol.com?subject=Quilting%20Group
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The first day of winter is approaching this month and the 
students are ready for some winter fun! Each year, we look 
forward to sledding and taking snowy walks through the 
savannah. Classrooms will be talking about a variety of topics 
including the five senses, music, and of course Christmas! 
Students will also be working on their self help skills by 
practicing dressing themselves in their own winter gear. These 
skills are a great way to also improve fine motor skills and 
follow multiple step directions.  
 
CrossWays Preschool will be conducting the  
annual Christmas Concert this year! Usually, the  
classrooms all sing together in the chapel for a  
program wide concert with the parents. This year,  
each classroom will be practicing their own songs  
and will record the concert for parents to view  
virtually. Students can dress up for the day in  
their Christmas best! In addition to the  
Christmas Concert, CrossWays will celebrate  
Jesus’ birthday with a classroom party. We are  
hoping we will get a surprise visit from a special  
holiday guest!  
 

Enrollment 

We are looking forward to a few new students starting after our 
winter break. We have open availability in all of our classroom 
programs. If you or someone you know is interested, please 
contact CrossWays Preschool by email at 
crossways@holycrosschurch.org or phone (847) 367 - 4367. 

Make Way for 2022! 

Celebration! Childcare has had quite the year in 2021. We have 
battled with low enrollment, positive Covid-19 cases, and a 
staffing shortage. Through it all, we have thrived and grown! Our 
classroom capacities are close to the maximum enrollment 
numbers, we have hired wonderful new staff members to our team, 
and have safely added electives to our program’s already exciting 
curriculum. The pandemic has impacted our students' social 
emotional development and we continue to develop and nurture 
these skills to the best of our ability. Our students have not only 
been improving in this area, but also their academic skills as well.  
 
               Our Celebration! Children students are looking   
                forward to the holiday season! Classrooms will be   
                 talking about the Christmas season and Jesus’s birth.  
                  A few of our preschool classes will also be discussing  
                   other holidays around the world such as Hanukkah.   
                   Students will be celebrating Christmas with a holiday   
                    party! We are even expecting a special guest this year   
                    to bring each of our wonderful students an early gift.  

Celebration! Childcare CrossWays Preschool 

by Samantha Cooper  
Director of CrossWays Preschool & Celebration! Childcare 

celebration@holycrosschurch.org 
(847) 367-6208 
cchildcare.org 

Celebration! 
Childcare 

crossways@holycrosschurch.org 
(847) 367-4367 
cpreschool.org 

CrossWays 
Preschool 

Gearing Up for Winter! 

CrossWays Preschool Important Dates  

Wednesday, December 15: Holiday Party  
Friday, December 17: Virtual Christmas Concert 
Thursday, December 23 - Friday, January 7: Winter Break 
Tuesday, January 11: Classes Resume   

Celebration! Childcare Important Dates  

Wednesday, December 15: Holiday Party 
Thursday, December 23: No School (Christmas Eve Observed) 
Friday, December 24: No School (Christmas Day Observed) 
Friday, December 31: Close at 4 pm (New Year’s Eve) 
Monday, January 3: Closed (New Year’s Day Observed)  

Date: Thursday, January 20 
Time: 10:30 am - 9 pm 
Location: Panda Express  
Store #3111 
252 E Townline Rd, Vernon Hills 

Save the date  

for our next  

dine and donate 

event! 

Now Hiring Teacher Assistants 

Celebration! Childcare is a fun, flexible, and friendly work environment! 
We are dedicated to our families and pride ourselves on being a  
welcoming and positive work space. We are a DCFS licensed childcare 
looking for individuals who are caring and dedicated to teaching and 
helping children grow. Our staff are passionate, kind, and hard working. 
Celebration! Childcare creates positive, strong bonds with our students 
by creating warm, welcoming classrooms. We follow DCFS and health 
department Covid-19 procedures and guidelines.  
 

If you are looking for a place to start your career, we have                       
opportunities for growth! We offer a 50% tuition credit. Sign on bonus 
included. Openings available for part-time assistants. Please contact 
Samantha Cooper at (847) 367-6208 for more information and to set 
up an interview. Resumes can be emailed to  
celebration@holycrosschurch.org  
Required education: High school or equivalent  

 

mailto:crossways@holycrosschurch.org
mailto:celebration@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Teacher%20Assistant%20Job
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CONFIRMATION 

by Deaconess Katie Freund 
 

In our 6 - 8 grade confirmation classes we have begun using 
“Here We Stand” from Augsburg Fortress, a curriculum some 
of our families might be familiar with from a few years back! 

After a broad overview of the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament), 
followed by reviewing the life of Christ, and learning the 
history of the church, the rest of this year is focused on 
catechetical learning. Here’s to a great second term and even 
more learning! 

Schedule for Second Term  
Time: 6:30 - 8 pm 
Location: Sanctuary  
 

November 28 - January 2: Winter break 
January 9: Law + Gospel and Sinner + Saint 
January 23: Theology of the Cross & Theology of the Gospel 
January 30: Saved by Grace Through Faith 
February 6: Serving Others Through Vocation 
February 13: No Class on Super Bowl Sunday 
February 20: Stewardship of Money/Stewardship of Creation 
February 27: The Sacrament of Baptism 
March 6: The Sacrament of Communion 
March 13: Overview of Commandments/Apostle’s Creed 
March 20: Game Night 
 

Questions? Contact Deaconess Katie Freund at 
deaconesskatie@holycrosschurch.org 

by Deaconess Katie Freund 
 

Here is how we are counting down the days until Christmas at 
Holy Cross this year! 
 
The idea of an Advent manger has been floating around the 
internet since 2012, but is recently becoming more popular.  
 
The simple idea is this: we will prepare a soft bed for the baby 
Jesus throughout Advent by adding bedding every time we do 
an act of kindness, service, or love.  
 
So often we hear people talking about what we should be 
focusing on during the holiday season, and unfortunately it 
becomes just another thing to either feel guilty about or another 
item on the holiday to-do list. 
 
Rather than just being “one more thing”, our hope is that the 
Advent Manger activity is rather effortless and engaging. We’re 
sending out mailings to each of our families to walk you 
through it and explain how it is easily customizable for each 
family. By preparing a place for baby Jesus to sleep throughout 
Advent, this simple activity helps kids focus on how we show 
Christ’s love to others this season.  
 
This is something that will continue throughout the entire 
Advent season.  
 
We encourage each family to place their manger somewhere it 
will be seen every day, a gentle and loving reminder of what we 
choose to center our lives around.  
 
All the materials included in the Advent Manger 
mailing is also available on the church’s website at 
HolyCrossChurch.org/kids  This Holiday Season, Donate Through 

AmazonSmile 
 

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know—same products, 
same prices, same service. It just uses the money saved on 
advertising to help fund donations to charitable organizations.  
 
Setting up automatic donations is easy. Visit smile.amazon.com 
or use the Amazon app before you shop and select Holy Cross 
Lutheran Church as your charitable organization. If using a 
browser, bookmark smile.amazon.com to create a shortcut to 
quickly return to AmazonSmile every time you shop at  
Amazon and 0.5% of your purchase  
amount will be donated. 
 
This is an easy and wonderful way that you can support Holy 
Cross’ youth ministry and work in our community during these 
trying times.   
 
Thank you for your continued support! 

mailto:deaconesskatie@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Confirmation
http://HolyCrossChurch.org/kids
http://smile.amazon.com
http://smile.amazon.com
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Holy Cross has 33 youth and parent leaders registered to 
attend the July 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering “Boundless: 
God Beyond Measure.” There is still space available for any 
8th - 12th grade youth who would like to attend this event. 
The Youth Gathering is a 5-day event held every three 
years. The summer of 2022, it will be in Minneapolis, MN, 
July 24 - 28! The theme this year is “Boundless”, based on 
Ephesians 3:19 “I want you to know all about Christ's love, 
although it is too wonderful to be measured. Then your lives 
will be filled with all that God is.”                               
 

Learn more at HolyCrossChurch.org/crossroads  
Questions? Contact Steve Oelschlager at 
steve@holycrosschurch.org 

Crossroads High School Youth Group 
 

 

Our Purpose and Mission:  
 

The purpose of our high school youth ministry program is to develop and sustain a vibrant and connected 
high school youth group by creating a safe space for spiritual growth, and real conversations to help the 
youth learn more about themselves, each other, and God’s Love. 
 

Our mission is to build a foundation for life-long faith formation that is: 
 - Grounded in God the Trinity 
 - Connected to peers 
 - Supported by parents 
 - Nurtured by congregational members 

Intergenerational Worship + Faith + Food + Fun  
Sunday, December 5 at 11:15 am 
 

When is it? Every first Sunday of every month from 11:15 am - 12:45 pm  
Who? All 8th - 12th grade youth and their families 
Where? The Holy Cross Lutheran Church Gathering Space (Face masks are required indoors except when eating.) 
What is it? The first 45 minutes is a fun and interactive worship experience. The second 45 minutes includes lunch, games and youth 
gathering planning. 
 
Frequently Asked Questions 
If I am not going to the 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering can I still attend? 
Yes! And you can leave early if you do not want to participate in the last 15 minutes of Gathering planning. 
 

If I am attending the 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering can I miss a few of the 10 events between now and July 2022?  
Yes! The “Intergenerational Worship +” is designed to build connections among youth and their families but we realize that we all live 
“busy” lives and have to make choices about our ability to participate. 
 

If I am more of an introvert can I be less actively involved? 
Yes! Everyone can participate at the level they feel most comfortable. 
 

If I have dietary needs can I bring my own lunch? 
Yes! Lunch will consist of a number of “yummy” items that most everyone enjoys. 
 

Can parents and siblings (who are not in 8th - 12th grade) attend? 
Yes! Intergenerational Worship + is designed for all members of the family. During the Gathering planning additional games and       
activities will be provided for siblings. 
 

Can I still attend the regular Holy Cross worship offerings? 
Yes! We encourage you to attend any of the weekly worship services. The “Intergenerational Worship +” is an additional option                 
designed specifically for 8th - 12th grade youth and their families.  

Director of High School Youth Position Available 

The Crossroads program is looking for our next Director of High 
School Youth & Family Ministry. This is a part time position (10 
hours a week). The Director of High School Youth & Family        
Ministry is supported by the broader Intergenerational Faith         
Formation programing with an emphasis on developing long              
lasting positive relationships within the larger family of church 
members. 
 

The Director of High School Youth Ministry areas of focus will 
include: 

- Ministry leadership and advocacy with high school youth and   
   their families 
- Project and programming planning 
- Event implementation and facilitation 
- Establishing and sustaining relationships 
 
Full job description available at holycrosschurch.org/jobs 
Contact Steve Oelschlager at steve@holycrosschurch.org to apply. 

9th - 12th Grade Youth 

http://HolyCrossChurch.org/crossroads
mailto:mlsonnyrandall@gmail.com?subject=Youth%20Gathering
https://www.holycrosschurch.org/jobs
mailto:mlsonnyrandall@gmail.com?subject=Youth%20Gathering
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Project Reindeer Rosebud 
 

Since we are unable to host our annual Cookie Walk event that benefits folks at Two Strike,  
we are again launching ‘Project Reindeer Rosebud’ to help us guide our way through the fog of 
Covid-19 to bring Christmas to every girl and boy (age or at heart!) at the Rosebud reservation.  
Our committee chose three valuable and cooperating ministries to support: The Tree of Life,  
Boys and Girls Club of Rosebud and Panther’s Clothes Closet. We are thrilled to be able to once 
again collaborate with these ministry partners to help bring hope and light ‘amidst the fog’ to those  
at Rosebud!  
 
We’ve chosen these three organizations because they work collaboratively in the Rosebud 
community for the survival and success of all of their people. Here is a brief overview of these 
groups’ commitment to the Lakota families: 
 

• Tree of Life Ministry                                                                                                                                                                                
This organization is serving Lakota families located on the Rosebud Reservation with food, clothing, and love. They serve 300+ 
lunch meals per day.  They are blessed to have enough food and clothing donations, however, they do not have enough food 
containers to serve the meals to those in need. They have asked us to provide a supply of food containers so they may continue 
their ministry. 

 

• Panther’s Clothes Closet                                                                                                                                                                                            
Panther’s Clothes Closet is located in and operated by the Rosebud Elementary School. They provide clothing and school supplies 
to all of their students. The Panther’s Clothes Closet works in conjunction with Tree of Life if a family is short on food. They 
discretely assist their students with the necessities of life to be successful students. No child is left behind and without. Holy Cross 
will be making a monetary donation to assist them in purchasing items for their ‘clothes closet’.   

 

• The Boys and Girls Club of Rosebud                                                                                                                                                             
Their mission statement is to enable all young people, especially those who need them most, to reach their potential as productive, 
caring and responsible citizens. They provide transportation for students, provide after-school tutoring and teach outreach through 
community involvement. This organization has three locations within the Two Strike community. 

R
 

How you can help–our appeal!   
 
This is our 13th annual drive for our Rosebud families and your past donations have made a significant 
difference in the Lakota lives. We thank you. For this fundraiser, consider how you can make your 
donation. Make a donation for how much you spent on making or purchasing cookies, purchasing gift 
basket tickets, or buying ornaments for comforters. Whatever donation you contribute will be greatly 
appreciated. You can make your donation through the Holy Cross website.    
Donations will be accepted through Sunday, December 12. 
 
 
 
 
If you make a donation, your name will be automatically entered into a drawing to win a $50 Mainstreet 
Libertyville gift certificate as our thank you for your kind outreach and support of our Lakota families. The 
winner will be drawn on Wednesday, December 15, and notified shortly thereafter. In advance, thank you for 
your thoughtful assistance for this fundraiser.  
 
Peace and Blessings,  
Karla Boucek, Therese Delli Paoli, Melanie Houser, Gail Kelly, Carole Kenney, Joyce Kveton, Patty Moyer 
and Joyce Twardock. If you have any questions or comments, you may contact Therese Delli Paoli at 
dpchitown@yahoo.com (847) 921-4223.  

Donate at: HolyCrossChurch.org/community 

mailto:dpchitown@yahoo.com?subject=Project%20Reindeer%20Rosebud
https://www.holycrosschurch.org/community
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The Giving Tree  
 

The Holy Cross congregation will again be reaching out to families and individuals in need in our 
community through our annual Giving Tree program. Gift items benefit families in the COOL  
Transitional Housing program in Waukegan. This year because of Covid-19, rather than choosing gift tags 
in person from an actual Giving Tree, you may select gifts that you would like to fulfill from an online list 
of requests. Please wrap each gift individually and return to the fellowship area on Sundays between 
worship services in its own bag with your name and the item contained in the package clearly  
marked on the outside of each bag. Deadline to return gift donations: Wednesday, December 1. 
 
Holiday Meal Boxes for COOL Ministries With the need this year being greater than ever, COOL 
Ministries is preparing to provide food assistance for the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays to 
thousands of people in Lake County. You can make a $20 donation towards a meal box online  
on the Holy Cross website at donate.holycrosschurch.org Please donate by Sunday, December 12.  
 
Christmas at LSSI Share some love this Christmas and "Gift-a-Card" for Lutheran Social Services of 
Illinois. $25 gift cards for Walmart, Target, Amazon, or Walgreens may be dropped into the wrapped 
"gift" box located on the welcome center and they will be collected and shared with LSSI for their clients. 
“Gift-a-Card” and make the holiday a bit more special! Please donate by Sunday, December 5.  

A Word from Rosebud 

by Dorothy Peterson, Lay Missionary from Trinity Lutheran 

Church Rapid City, South Dakota to Rosebud Reservation  

A time to remember, is a phrase that comes to my mind when I 
think about the past year. So many things have changed for us as 
we seek to live out our lives in some kind of semblance of order 
with hopefully good outcomes. 
 
I have spoken to many of our friends at Two Strike and the 
Rosebud in the past months. Some messages come via Facebook 
and texting, and the telephone. Celebrations of life such as 
Christmas, Gatherings at the Youth Center and Home visits have 
been on hold now for several months.   
 
We have shared God’s Word and prayed for our families, 
communities and for our nation. 
 
We talk about the power of God’s Word as we speak healing to 
each other. Psalm 91:1-2 “He who dwells in the shelter of the 
Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of 
the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress, my God in whom I 
trust.” 
 
As a small child I remember when I was frightened, I turned to 
my mother for comfort and assurance. I remember being 
awakened in the night by the sharp sound of thunder. Watching 
flashes of lightening and hearing the crack of the loud thunder of 
a Midwestern thunderstorm sent me to my mother’s comforting 
arms. I can still hear her voice telling me not to be afraid. She told 
me “God would take care of us and everything would be alright.” 
I believed her words were true. The faith and trust in my heart 
brought me to a place of peace because of her faith. We must 
gather our children around us and others who are afraid. It is in 
the comfort of each other that we can experience the love and 
presence of the Holy Spirit. Our Savior is with us. Let us rejoice 
and be glad that no matter what happens if we are part of His 
family we have nothing to fear. As God’s children we are safe in 
our Father’s house. 

This past summer we shared Family Camp with our Two Strike 
families at the Black Hills Retreat Center. Penny Steinken and 
Dalaina Salamun from Trinity Lutheran in Rapid City, shared 
the video “The God Who Sees Me,” by Kathie Lee Gifford and 
Nicole C. Mullins. Kathy Gillard presented a Study on the 
Woman’s Mantel with Lakota history and culture emphasized. 
Betty Marshall shared a beautiful witness of God’s healing 
power in her life. She also shared a dream about God calling 
women into ministry. We spent time sharing with the families as 
they made fleece blankets for their homes. I thank Betty and 
Kathy for bringing this special addition to our camp experience. 
 
Pastor Harold Marshall led us in worship in the evening and led 
the men and young men in Bible study in the mornings. 
Afternoons were filled with fun at the lake and games. Doug 
Gillard was part of helping with the boating and fishing 
activities at the lake. Pastor Harold Marshall and his wife and 
daughter helped with worship and are from the Apostolic 
Church in Vermillion, S.D. Doug and Kathy Gillard are leaders 
of the Fellowship of Nations from the Open Bible Standard 
Churches in Rapid City. Doug and Kathy’s church supplied 
materials for the fleece blankets. Michelle Mechaley taught the 
arts and crafts project. She and Russ Salamun from Trinity 
Lutheran, presented with the children a wonderful skit about 
David and Goliath at our evening worship. Dalaina Slamun was 
the coordinator for our camp experience. 
 
Thank you dear church for all of the comforting and caring you 
do for the world around you. Members from Trinity Lutheran 
Rapid City, SD, Lutheran Church of Dell Rapids at Dell Rapids, 
SD, and Holy Cross Lutheran from Libertyville, IL have been a 
part of this ministry for many years. You are feeding them and 
holding them and showing them you love them and care about 
them. 
 
God bless you my friends. All of the prayers we have said as we 
gathered together over the years, praying for God to protect each 
home and family and to surround us with His Holy Angels are 
being answered. We believe and know He is covering us with 
His wings and holding us in His loving arms. 

Select a gift or donate online at: HolyCrossChurch.org/community 

http://donate.holycrosschurch.org
https://www.holycrosschurch.org/community
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PADS is continuing to help house individuals at local hotels 
with safe housing options during the pandemic. Because of 
this, we are continuing to support their new model by using 
monetary donations for PADS to purchase needed items. If 
you would like to help, please donate online on our website at 
donate.holycrosschurch.org 

Olive Wood Gift Items Available 
by Patty Moyer 

 

Looking for unique gifts? Holy Cross still has an inventory 
of olive wood items from Bethlehem, and we are happy to 
arrange for sales and pick-up for anyone who wishes to make 
a purchase. Gift items include nativities, ornaments, crosses, 
candlesticks, honey dippers, figurines, and jewelry. Please 
contact Patty Moyer at (847) 502-3196 (cell) or 
patty@concertedsystems.com for more details.  
 

All the funds from the olive wood sales are sent to The 
Olivewood Project, a cooperative of Christian carvers in 
Bethlehem led by Michael Zoughbi. Michael and his wife 
Carmen have visited Holy Cross in the past, but are unable to 
travel this year due to health issues and the pandemic. Please 
consider purchasing an olive wood gift and helping to 
support the carvers in Bethlehem. 

This year, we will once again support  
the efforts of COOL Ministries as they  
prepare to provide food assistance for the  
Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays to thousands of people 
in Lake County. See page 13 for more information about 
Holiday Meal Boxes. Donations may be made online on our 
website at donate.holycrosschurch.org 

 

ELCA Social Statement  
on the Environment 

by Leo Karris 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) has a 
social statement on the environment called Caring for 
Creation: Vision, Hope and Justice. It answers the question, 
“Why should you and I care about the earth?” Before reading 
further, how would you answer that question? Take a few 
minutes to write down a couple of thoughts or feelings this 
question raises for you. 
 

The statement on the environment was adopted by the 
churchwide assembly in 1991 but is still relevant today. It 
reminds us that human beings are made to care for the earth 
just as God cares for the earth. It tells us that what is written 
about dominion in Genesis 1:26 does not mean we have special 
privilege to exploit the earth for ourselves, but a special 
responsibility to serve and keep the earth for the good of all 
creatures, both human and non-human.*  
 

The eleven-page statement includes seven brief sections and 
there is a study guide associated with it as well. Over the next 
couple of months, I will be highlighting some of the sections 
and including some of the questions from the study guide to 
give us some things to think about and consider. Here is one of 
those study guide questions to get the conversation started. 
 

Statement: Human beings are to be loving caretakers of all God 
called good (Genesis 1:31, Genesis 2:15 and Philippians 2:7).  
 

Question: When you look around the area that you live in 
where do you see connectedness and interdependence in 
nature? How does the (human) built environment impact the 
natural systems where you live? What might keep us from 
recognizing the connectedness between human and non-human 
creatures? 

 

Please email me your thoughts and questions at 
leockarris@gmail.com 

 

* Excerpts from the introduction for the Caring for Creation 
statement. 

Early Bird Registration Now Open  
 

Holy Cross is once again committed to hosting the Global 
Leadership Summit (in person) August 4 - 5, 2022. 
Register before January 11, 2022 using the following link and 
priority code to take advantage of the $139 Host Site & Summit 
Partner rate along with the free ticket to the GLS: Special  
Edition (half-day event) on February 24, 2022: 
  

   bit.ly/GLSatHCLC 
   Priority code: GLS22TEAM 

Green Oaks Holiday Chorus  
Benefit Concert for PADS of Lake County   

Friday, December 17 at 7:30 pm  
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Sanctuary  

 

The chorus will perform seasonal choral selections, popular 
Christmas songs and carols. This concert has just the right 
dose of Christmas cheer to get you and your family infused 
with Christmas spirit. The concert is free, but donations to 
PADS Lake County are appreciated. All welcome! 

http://donate.holycrosschurch.org
mailto:patty@concertedsystems.com?subject=Olive%20Wood
mailto:leockarris@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/GLSatHCLC
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Wednesday, December 1 
January newsletter content due. 
Poinsettia order forms due. 
Giving Tree gifts due. 
9 am      Quilting Group, 404 
 

Thursday, December 2 
7 pm     Handbell Choir rehearsal, 402 
 

Friday, December 3 
 

Saturday, December 4 
 

Sunday, December 5 
Gift-a-Card for LSSI donations due. 
8 am Worship with Holy Communion,  Sanctuary   
10 am Worship with Holy Communion,  Sanctuary   
11:15 am Intergenerational Worship +, Crossroads High 
 School Youth Group and their families 
 

Monday, December 6 
6 pm Pilates, Celebration! atrium 
6 pm Green Oaks Holiday Chorus rehearsal, Sanctuary 
 

Tuesday, December 7 
 

Wednesday, December 8 
9 am      Quilting Group, 404 
 

Thursday, December 9 
7 pm     Handbell Choir rehearsal, 402 
 

Friday, December 10 
6:30 pm Grounded In Grace, fellowship area 
 

Saturday, December 11 
7 am Saturday Men’s Group, fellowship area 
12 pm Lake Michigan Lodge group, fellowship area 
 

Sunday, December 12 
Project Reindeer Rosebud donations due. 
COOL Holiday Meal Box donations due. 
8 am Worship, Sanctuary 
10 am Worship, Sanctuary 
2 pm BSA Troop 194 COH, fellowship area 
 
 

Monday, December 13 
6 pm Pilates, Celebration! atrium 
6 pm Green Oaks Holiday Chorus rehearsal, Sanctuary 
7 pm BSA Troop 194 meeting, 404 
 
   

Tuesday, December 14 
7 pm Christmas decorating, fellowship area 
7 pm BSA Troop 194 Committee Meeting, 207 
 

Wednesday, December 15 
9 am      Quilting Group, 404 
 

Thursday, December 16 
10 am Christmas decorating, fellowship area  
7 pm Church Council, fellowship area 
7 pm     Handbell Choir rehearsal, 402 

Merry Christmas 

Friday, December 17 
CrossWays Preschool Virtual Christmas Concert 
10 am Christmas decorating, fellowship area 
7:30 pm Green Oaks Holiday Chorus Concert, Sanctuary 
  

Saturday, December 18 
  
 

Sunday, December 19 
8 am Worship with Holy Communion,  Sanctuary   
10 am Worship with Holy Communion,  Sanctuary   
11 am Antiracism Roundtable & Workgroup, Zoom 
11: 15 am Christmas decorating, fellowship area 
 
 

Monday, December 20 
6 pm Pilates, fellowship area 
7 pm BSA Troop 194 meeting, 404 
 

Wednesday. December 22 
 
 

Thursday, December 23 
CrossWays Preschool Winter Break begins. Classes resume  
Tuesday, January 11, 2022.  
Celebration! Childcare closed 
 
 

Friday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 
Celebration! Childcare & church office closed 
5 pm Drive-In Worship with Holy Communion and  
 Children’s Message, parking lot 
8 pm Worship with Holy Communion and Candle Lighting,  
 Sanctuary 
10 pm Worship with Holy Communion and Candle Lighting,  
 Sanctuary 
 

Saturday, December 25 
Christmas Day 
 
 

Sunday, December 26 
8 am Worship, Sanctuary 
10 am Worship, Sanctuary 
 
 

Monday, December 27 
Church office hours: 9 am - 1 pm 
 

Tuesday, December 28 
Church office hours: 9 am - 1 pm 
 

Wednesday, December 29 
Church office hours: 9 am - 1 pm 
 

Thursday, December 30 
Church office hours: 9 am - 1 pm 
 

Friday, December 31 
Church office closed 
Celebration Childcare closes at 4 pm 

December Calendar 
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There won’t be a Cookie Walk in 2021  
but you can still support the annual  

fundraiser for Rosebud!  

The Giving Tree  
The annual Giving Tree provides holiday gifts and 

meals to members of our local community. 
 

Details on page 13.  

Advent & Christmas
Sunday Mornings   

Nov 28, Dec 5, 12, 19, 26, Jan 2 
8 & 10 am - Sanctuary   

 

First Saturday Evening 
December 4 

5:30 pm - Sanctuary   
 

Christmas Eve Worship  
Friday, December 24 

5 pm - Drive-In Worship 
with Holy Communion and  

Children’s Message 

8 & 10 pm - Sanctuary 
with Holy Communion 

and Candle Lighting  
 

Virtual Worship 
Nov 28, Dec 5, 12, 19, 24, Jan 2 

View online on demand at  
HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons 

Count down the days until     
Christmas this year by preparing 

a soft bed for the baby Jesus 
throughout Advent with acts of 

kindness, service, or love.   

 
Learn more on page 10. 

See page 12 for more information. 

http://HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons

