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Meeting the Other with Hospitality 
by Pastor Chris Neptun 

 

He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to 
meet them, and bowed down to the ground. ï Genesis 18:2 
 

Anthony Bourdain once said, ñIf you had a good experience in a restaurant, you tell two people. If you have 
a bad experience, you tell 10.ò The point is experience matters. Service is one of the most important aspects 
of eating out if not the most important. The food served can be amazing but if you arenôt made to feel 
welcome, it doesnôt matter. 
 

Hospitality or serving others was about survival in the ancient world. In some of the more remote parts of 
our world it is more prominent. I watch a few shows that feature homestead lifestyle and the same is true. 
Helping a stranger isnôt about doing something nice for them. Instead, it often involves life or death and 
realizes that, at any given moment in the wilderness, you may depend on the help of a stranger to survive. 
 

The verse from Genesis above tells of Abrahamôs hospitality to what he believes to be three strangers when 
they arrive at the heat of the day unexpectedly in his camp. He meets them at a place called the Oaks of 
Mamre, which is believed to be in present day Hebron. Itôs hot. Itôs dry. They look like travelers who need 
rest, food, and water to survive the journey ahead of them. Abrahamôs posture reveals humility to provide 
what these strangers need. 
 

I was recently reminded how well Holy Cross shares the gift of hospitality. We hosted a memorial service 
where many were strangers to Holy Cross or hadnôt visited in a long time. Throughout the visitation and 
after the service I heard many express how welcomed they felt and how much it helped them at a time 
when they were grieving the loss of a friend, a family member, a loved one. There was plenty of food, 
drink, and people serving them. Serving food and drink is often what we think of when we hear the word 
hospitality. This is part of it but there is so much more.  
 

Allow me to be a ñword nerdò here. The word ñhospitalityò we use today has its roots in the French word 
ospitalit® and the Latin word hospitalitem meaning, ñfriendliness to guestsò. The related word, host (a 
person who receives guests), also comes from the Old French hoste (modern h¹te) and the Latin hospitem. 
Hospital, hotel, hostel, and even hostile find their roots in this etymological idea of providing for the needs 
of a guest, stranger, or foreigner.1 

 

The Dutch priest Henri Nouwen described hospitality in this way, ñHospitality, therefore, means primarily 
the creation of a free space where the stranger can enter and become a friend instead of an enemy. 
Hospitality is not to change people, but to offer them space where change can take place.ò2 
 

True hospitality requires a certain mindset of risk and humility. Holy Cross does hospitality well but there 
are opportunities for us to understand and engage it more deeply. Doing so may allow us to live a life of 
faith that receives and shares the gifts of God more completely and deeply. The gift of a few experiencing 
Godôs love through us is better than 10 that donôt. 
 

Peace be with you, 
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Midweek Lenten Worship 
Featuring Interviews with our Hunger Ministry Partners 

 

Wednesday, March 1, 7 - 7:30 pm 
COOL Ministries 

Mindy Lindholm, Executive Director 
Suggested Donation: Boxed cereal 

 

Wednesday, March 8, 7 - 7:30 pm 
Feed My Starving Children 

Kenzie Mackillop, Development Advisor 
Suggested Donation: M&M containers filled with quarters 

 

Wednesday, March 15, 7 - 7:30 pm 
ELCA World Hunger 

Deacon Brooke De Jong 
Program Assistant - Hunger Education  

Suggested Donation: Special monetary collection to benefit ELCA 
World Hunger 

 

Wednesday, March 22, 7 - 7:30 pm 
Northern Illinois Food Bank 

Jenny Ackerman, Development Officer,  
Corporation and Foundation Giving 

Suggested Donation: Boxed whole grain pasta or rice 
 

Wednesday, March 29, 7 - 7:30 pm 
PADS 

Eric Foote, Deputy Executive Director 
Suggested Donation: Hygiene kits 

Hungry 
Understanding What Feeds 
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