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Do Not Be Afraid….
When I was a child and afraid, my mother would tell me that there was nothing to be afraid of and I would
believe her. For adults, the fears may be more complex and based on enormous realities. Words of
assurance may be harder to come by because we know enough about the way the world operates. Even if
someone attempts to reassure us that there is nothing to be afraid of, our initial reaction is one of suspicion.
As people of faith, we realize that as we accompany one another in our faith journey that there are moments
in our lives when we are in close proximity to illness, death and other topics that we struggle with. Often,
we pray for words of reassurance to be present in the moment and in the conversations. Maybe we are
willing to concede that none of us on our own have the authority to say to another person, “Do not be
afraid.”
However, when people press me to produce a word from God that will speak to their situation, I go to the
scriptural witness of the Old and New Testaments that constantly reminds us to “not be afraid.” When this
word of assurance is spoken by God, or an angel or Jesus himself we need clarity about what is actually
being said.
I believe that it is not an assurance that nothing can go wrong, because often things do go wrong. It is not
assurance that everything turns out for the best, because if we are honest about it, we may not get the
outcome that is hoped for. It is not assurance that the outcome will be seen as fair, because sometimes
justice is not fair.
Rather, I believe it is assurance that, whatever may happen to us, whatever a day may hold, God has the
power to strengthen us and uphold us. It is assurance that whatever we must face and deal with, we do not
face it or deal with it alone. It is the assurance that nothing we encounter is stronger than God’s love and
that ultimately God has the last word. It is the assurance that in the end, and sometimes even before the
end, God’s love is triumphant.
Only God offers such assurance and says it with authority and because that is true, we see it taking strong
root in the hearts of the characters of the Easter story in the face of life’s uncertainties and before the
certainty of death.
We do not know the future and we do not have the antidote to uncertainty. Thanks be to God we don’t. But
that is not to say, that God doesn’t. When God’s words of assurance seep deep into our souls they resonate
deep in our life’s experiences and the ancient benediction becomes a promise fulfilled... “May we trust God
so much, that we fear nothing else at all.”
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in America
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Traveling the Way of Love: Practices for a Jesus
Centered Life
During Lent 2021 we are exploring and discovering insights into seven
spiritual practices: Turn-Learn-Play-Worship-Bless-Go-Rest. The two
remaining themes will be offered during Holy Week as pre-recorded
devotional services. Additional support material is available on the following
page: holycrosschurch.org/lent
If you missed any of the prior Midweek Lenten Worship services, recordings
of the sessions are available to view on demand at holycrosschurch.org/lent

Holy Week Lenten Worship

the Way of

Pre-recorded devotional videos at

HolyCrossChurch.org/lent
Monday, March 29 Tuesday, March 30 -
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Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me,
so I send you.” – John 20:21
As Jesus went to the highways and byways, he sends us beyond our circles
and comfort, to witness to the love, justice, and truth of God with our lips
and with our lives. We go to listen with humility and to join God in healing
a hurting world. We go to become Beloved Community, a people
reconciled in love with God and one another.

“Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and
we will come to them and make our home with them.” – John 14:23
By reading and reflecting on Scripture, especially the life and teachings of
Jesus, we draw near to God and God’s word dwells in us. When we open
our minds and hearts to Scripture, we learn to see God’s story and God’s
activity in everyday life.
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John Villani, Martha Watt
Secretary, Terry Berger
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Financial Secretary, Tom Miller
Altar Care: Julie Luczkiw
Greeters: Therese Delli Paoli
Sunday School: Amy Becker-Perez

The Cross Connection, parish newsletter of Holy Cross
Lutheran Church, is published monthly and is available online
at HolyCrossChurch.org/newsletters. Articles should be
submitted by the 1st of the month to Janet Carr at
janet@holycrosschurch.org

Your Faith in Action This Easter
The ongoing pandemic has limited the collection of non-perishable food
items even though the need for food assistance here in Lake County has
increased. This Easter you can help support COOL ministries in various
ways. The Sunday School students will be hosting a non-perishable food
drive during Holy Week. Monetary donations towards canned hams and/or
Easter meal boxes can be made online at donate.holycrosschurch.org or
by check at drive-in worship services. Another option would be to
participate in the COOL Plant & Flower sale with a purchase or by
volunteering your time. See more details about all the ways to support
COOL Ministries on page 11.
Volunteers are needed to assist with drive-in worship and in-person
worship that starts on April 11. If you are able to volunteer in this
capacity, please contact the church office at office@holycrosschurch.org
or (847) 367-4060.

Holy Week
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April 1
Drive-In Worship at 7 pm
Worship video at HolyCrossChurch.org/lent

April 2
Drive-In Worship at 7 pm
Worship video at HolyCrossChurch.org/lent

April 4

Children’s Easter Celebration
Sunday, April 4
8:30 am via Zoom
holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/99278276804
A kid-centered celebration of Easter! Bring a kazoo,
egg shaker or other kind of simple noise maker.
Alleluia! Christ is Risen! All welcome!
Holy Week in a Box
By Palm Sunday, Sunday School students should have received a kit
in the mail containing devotions and activities to enjoy and explore
during Holy Week and Easter. See page 8 for full details.

Drive-In Worship at 6 am at Holy Cross
Sunday School Service Project
Drive-In Worship at 8 & 10 am
Worship video at HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons

See page 11 for information on how you can join together with
others at Holy Cross as we strive to make a difference in our
community by supporting COOL Ministries during Holy Week.

during Sunday School at 8:30 am via Zoom
HolyCrossChurch.org/sundayschool

Ecumenical
Easter Sunrise Worship
First Presbyterian Church of Libertyville
St. Joseph Catholic Church
Holy Cross Lutheran Church

Sunday, April 4
Drive-In Worship at 6 am
Radio Frequency: FM 87.9
Location: Holy Cross Lutheran Church parking lot

For the fourth year, after an absence last year due to
COVID-19 restrictions, Libertyville area churches are
coming together to offer a sunrise Easter worship service.
Because Independence Grove is not offering permits for
gatherings yet this year, this service will be offered as a
drive-in worship experience in the Holy Cross parking lot.
This is an opportunity to worship and witness in a public
way. While there may be differences between Christian
denominations, there is not division when it comes to
celebrating the love God makes known to the world
through the resurrected Christ.
Please join together with friends, neighbors, and brothers
and sisters in Christ as we celebrate the Risen Savior! Then
come and worship at Holy Cross at a regular Easter
Sunday drive-in worship service afterwards at 8 or 10 am.
Parking lot opens at 5:30 am. Please allow ample time for parking.
Restrooms available for emergency use. Mask required if you exit
your vehicle.

4

April Worship Schedule Update
Worship and staying connected at Holy Cross has looked a little
different over the last year. While we could not gather in person,
we have offered pre-recorded worship videos on our website.
Those videos are available to view and share at your convenience.
We will continue to add them on Sundays on the following page:
HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons We also offer drive-in worship
services on Sunday mornings in the church parking lot. We will
continue to provide drive-in worship options.

Drive-In
Worship

While we continue our pre-recorded virtual worship option and
the drive-in worship option every week, it is our hope to also offer
an in-person worship service. Beginning Sunday, April 11, we
will offer an in-person worship option at 8 am. All three of these
worship options will feature the same sermon message each week.
Currently Lake County COVID-19 status is phase 4 per Illinois
Department of Public Health. If there is a return in our COVID-19
status to phase 3 for our region by Illinois Department of Public
Health, we will suspend the in-person option. For in-person
worship, the procedures will be as follows:
•

•

•

•

•
•

Registration will be required as we are only able to
accommodate 125 individuals at a time. Reservations will
be on a first come basis and will need to be made for each
in-person service that you plan to attend. Registration will be
open on Monday through Friday for the following Sunday.
If you make a reservation but your plans change, please
cancel the reservation as soon as possible to allow others to
attend by sending an email to
worshipcoordinator@holycrosschurch.org
Register for in-person worship on our website at
HolyCrossChurch.org/reservations
Masks will be required for everyone (age 2+) upon entry to
the church building and for the duration of the worship
service and the time that you are in the church building. We
will direct everyone to immediately leave the church building
upon completion of the worship service. There will no
receiving line nor congregating of groups in the gathering
space.
Check-in stations will be set up in the gathering space. You
will need to sign in, register your temperature and use a hand
sanitizer (provided). Anyone with a temperature exceeding
100.4 F will not be allowed to attend worship. You will
immediately be directed to the sanctuary seating. Please
allow extra time for the check-in process. Coat racks will be
unavailable. You will need to carry your coat into the
sanctuary.
Seating pods of various sizes will be able to accommodate
different sized groups that meet guidelines for social
distancing. Please use one that is appropriate for the size of
your group. There will be no sharing of a seating pod with
someone who is not part of your group. The chairs are
connected and we ask that no one makes changes to the
seating pods other than assigned ushers.
There will be no fellowship opportunities provided before or
after the worship service.
Per Health Department guidelines, there will be no practices
and performances where there is increased likelihood for
transmission from contaminated exhaled droplets.

Please check the church website for any updates or changes
to our planned in-person worship schedule at
HolyCrossChurch.org/reservations

Maundy Thursday, April 1 & Good Friday, April 2 at 7 pm
Easter Sunday, April 4 at 6, 8 & 10 am
Sundays, April 11, 18 & 25 at 10 am
Radio Frequency: FM 87.9
Everyone is welcome to join us in the Holy Cross parking lot
for worship with Holy Communion and live music in a safe
and socially distant manner. If you need to leave your vehicle,
a mask is required. Please check our website for each day’s
support material and updates at: holycrosschurch.org/sermons
Pre-recorded worship videos that offer the same messaging as
the drive-in worship services will continue every Sunday. View
on demand at holycrosschurch.org/sermons

Morality: Restoring the Common
Good in Divided Times
Making Sense of Our World

Please join us for eight sessions in April and May
as we discuss Jonathan Sacks' new book Morality:
Restoring the Common Good in Divided Times. (See next page
for an excerpt from the book.) Over the years, we have read other
titles by Sacks on topics ranging from religion and science to
violence in the name of religion. Sacks' ideas make for rich
conversation and insights, as his thought leadership incorporates
faith, history, philosophy, and more.
The Saturday Morning Men's group will be working through this
book in April and May starting on Saturday, April 3 at 7 am.
(See page 6 for details.) A different group opportunity will be on
Tuesday nights at 7 pm via Zoom, following this schedule to go
through the book:
April 6 - The Solitary Self
April 13 - The Market & The State - Part I
April 20 - The Market & The State - Part II
April 27 - Can We Still Reason Together - Part I
May 4 - Can We Still Reason Together - Part II
May 11 - Being Human - Part I
May 18 - Being Human - Part II
May 25 - The Way Forward
Tuesdays, April 6 - May 25 at 7 pm via Zoom
holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/94391241320
You can order your book here: amazon.com/dp/B0847KL48V
Contact Steve Oelschlager at steve@holycrosschurch.org or
Pastor Bob at pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org with questions.
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Biographies
by Randy Casey

Finding Happiness in an Age of Affluence
by Steve Oelschlager

I think all of us feel something isn't right with the world as we
know it. Jonathan Sacks, the former Chief Rabbi of the United
Kingdom, shares his ideas about what has gone wrong in his recent
book Morality: Restoring the Common Good in Divided
Times. (See the details on page 4 for opportunities to discuss Sacks'
book over Zoom in April and May.) Sacks writes:
“Ours is the most affluent age in history. Standards of living have
risen consistently over the past fifty years. We can travel around
the world, be in touch with friends, buy almost anything we like,
see our favorite films, read our favorite books, find out the answer
to almost any question, instantly and without friction. Even a
generation ago, the access to information and freedom of
communication we enjoy today, courtesy of smartphones, apps,
and the internet, would have been absolutely inconceivable. Life
expectancy in the UK in 1900 was forty-seven years for men and
fifty for women, and in 2017, seventy-nine years for men and
eighty-three for women, an increase of between two and three extra
years in every decade. We are, quite simply, better off, better
informed, healthier, and freer than any previous generation.
Yet to take one symptom of contemporary dysphoria, in the course
of the past decade, the life satisfaction of teenagers has plummeted.
Drug taking, from marijuana to opioids to heroin and crystal meth,
has rocketed. We noted in the chapter on social media that rates of
depression, stress-related illness, and attempted and actual suicide
have risen sharply among today's teenagers. More people than ever
say that they are lonely. Some of the most affluent societies in the
world are way down the list of happiest populations, Britain at
fifteenth, the United States at eighteenth. To quote Richard
Wilkinson and Kate Pickett in The Spirit Level, their book on
market economics, ‘It is a remarkable paradox that, at the pinnacle
of human material and technical achievement, we find ourselves
anxiety-ridden, prone to depression, worried about how others see
us, unsure of our friendships, driven to consume and with little or
no community life.’ How could this have happened?
The deeper point is that by constantly inflaming our discontents,
an advertising-driven, consumer society that ostensibly aims at
happiness becomes in the end a system for the production and
distribution of unhappiness. As a former director of General
Motors Research Lab once put it, advertising is the ‘organized
creation of dissatisfaction.’ Happiness is good for us, but it is bad
for business. Hence we have to be induced to see it as always lying
just around the corner, immediately after the next product we buy.
A consumer society, in short, encourages us to spend money we
don't have, on products we don't need, for a happiness that won't
last. The reason such happiness does not last lies in the
fundamental difference between hedonic happiness, a momentary
feeling of pleasurable sensation, and eudaemonic happiness, which
is the lasting feeling brought by having lived a good, meaningful,
and worthy life. Hedonic happiness requires constant stimulation.
Hence the idea of the ‘hedonic treadmill’: getting what we want
only temporarily satisfies desire. We almost immediately find new
things to desire, so that though we may find ourselves better off
materially, we do not become happier psychologically.”
Please join us for what will be an insightful look at our world
including a hopeful way forward.

In the past several months I have read outstanding biographies of
musicians whose names you know: Mozart (1757-1791), Beethoven
(1770-1827) and George Gershwin (1898-1937). Mozart, regarded
as the greatest prodigy in the history of Western music, is said to
have composed easily, be it an idea for a symphony, a piano sonata
or concerto, an opera or whatever else came to mind. Beethoven,
among many things, is remembered as having transformed the piano
sonata and the symphony, even while only being able to hear in his
head what he was doing. And George Gershwin is probably best
known today for composing Rhapsody in Blue and Porgy and Bess.
Of course, what these men had in common was that they were
musical from birth. That is to say, their musicality was as much a
part of them as the color of their eyes or the texture of their skin.
They could not have been anything else. My hope is that reading
about such figures makes me a richer member of the musical
community. I like to know the stories behind the notes I may be
hearing or playing.
I have written that the music of Johann Sebastian Bach is proof of
the existence of God, my primary thesis being that something, i.e.,
the St. Matthew Passion or the other pieces I mentioned in my
column last month, could not have come from nothing. And, of
course, that Bach spent his entire life in the service of the Church,
while also being the historic fulcrum for Western music enhances
my idea that God was involved in Bach's affairs.
Although Mozart and Beethoven wrote some sacred music, their
pieces we would call here “secular” are the ones upon which their
reputations were built. Mozart's The Magic Flute and Beethoven's
Symphony #5 in C Minor come to mind. And George Gershwin
wrote no sacred music at all. So, one might wonder then if I deem
their compositions “proof of the existence of God” like I do those
of Bach. My answer is a resounding “Yes,” even if I might revere
the music of Bach more than I do that of the other three.
I attended a seminar where a teenage girl quite sincerely asked the
three presiding speakers, “Why do bad things happen to good
people?” Two of the three had no answer. The third, however,
gently and thoughtfully replied, “It is a mystery.”
It is a mystery to me why Mozart and Gershwin had to die so young
and why Beethoven was tormented by deafness for most of his adult
life. Beethoven contracted a fever when he was about 27 years old
that caused his hearing to fade and he would live another 30 years.
Carl Schalk died this past January at the age of 91. He was the most
prominent American composer of choral music associated with the
Lutheran church, was the composer of 9 hymns in our hymnal, and
was the uncle of our own David Fischer. Like Bach he was a
lifelong servant of the Church and had a longer life than any other
person I have mentioned in this column. I had intended to write an
entire column about Carl, but decided that whatever I wrote would
not be much different than tributes or other pieces one can find on
the internet. I would like to think, however, that Carl would be
pleased to see his name mentioned alongside the other composers I
have discussed herein.
We may consign Mozart, Beethoven, and Gershwin to the history
books, even while we listen to their wonderful music. However,
when we think about Carl Schalk's decades of composing,
supporting, and lecturing on sacred choral music, the idea of bearing
witness to his faith comes to mind. And so we are compelled to ask
ourselves just what we are doing with our own lives. Our answers
are different because our gifts and interests vary. Even so we pause,
sense God over our shoulders, and live out our own biographies one
day at a time.
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holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/92072689933
This month we will discuss Mrs. Lincoln’s Sisters by Jennifer Chiaverini. The Todd sisters’ fates were
bound to their husbands’ choices as some joined the Lincoln administration, others the Confederate Army.
Even though discord and tragedy have strained their bonds, Elizabeth knows they must come together as
sisters to help Mary in her most desperate hour. Our discussion host for the evening is Felicia Brandt.
If you have any questions, please email Felicia Brandt at felicia.s.brandt@gmail.com

Saturday
Men’s Group

zoom.us/j/301891517
This group is for men of faith to come together throughout the year to share their faith and thoughts
about challenging topics. All welcome. In April, we will be starting Jonathan Sacks' new book Morality:
Restoring the Common Good in Divided Times. You can order your book here: amazon.com/dp/
B0847KL48V Questions? Please contact Steve Oelschlager at steve@holycrosschurch.org

New!

zoom.us/j/94391241320
Please join us for eight sessions in April and May as we discuss Jonathan Sacks' new book Morality:
Restoring the Common Good in Divided Times. Over the years, we have read other titles by Sacks on
topics ranging from religion and science to violence in the name of religion. Sacks' ideas make for rich
conversation and insights, as his thought leadership incorporates faith, history, philosophy, and more.
You can order your book here: amazon.com/dp/B0847KL48V See page 4 for more details. Questions?
Contact Steve Oelschlager steve@holycrosschurch.org or Pastor Bob pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org

holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/97269565972

Grounded
in

Grace

Antiracism
Roundtable

Grounded in Grace is an opportunity for women of faith to gather together in fun, fellowship, and
learning. This spring we will continue our discussions regarding Bishop Michael Curry’s book “Love is
The Way.” In April, we will discuss the concepts of BLESS and GO, which can be two of the more
difficult spiritual practices to follow in our secular world. We will think about ways to share our faith
across the local and global community. For in-person attendance, COVID-19 risk mitigation protocols
will be in place and RSVP will be required through Church Community Builder or by using this link:
bit.ly/APRILGIG Questions? Contact Terry Berger at terryberger.08@gmail.com

holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/93144150662
As follow-up to last fall’s book discussions of Dear Church: A Love Letter from a Black Preacher to
Whitest Denomination in the US (by Pastor Lenny Duncan) and Dialogues on Race (Augsburg
Fortress), all are invited to participate in this new relational group, led by Holy Cross member Carol
Dikelsky. We will meet monthly via Zoom to continue exploring antiracism themes and resources and to
find ways to apply what we learn, unlearn, or relearn to our faith journeys. The April discussion topic
will be cultural competence and inclusive language. See page 10 of the newsletter for more details.

Women’s
Discussion
Group

holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/98149048970
The group will continue to meet on the first Tuesday of each month for the first six months of 2021 via
Zoom. This provides a time for individuals to check in with one another and provide support, prayer and
conversation. The hope is to bring clarity as each person composes a life of faith. In April we will
continue to use the book “Love Is the Way” by Bishop Michael Curry. Questions? Contact Pastor Bob at
pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org
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CrossWays Preschool

Celebration! Childcare

by Samantha Cooper
Director of CrossWays Preschool & Celebration! Childcare

April Showers Bring May Flowers!
We are more than halfway done with the school year! The
students are getting excited for the spring season! After so much
snow and cold, taking our learning out to the garden is going to be
so much fun! We will begin planting seeds in the greenhouse and
getting the garden ready for summer!
Spring Conferences for students will be taking place at the end of
the month. Students have been working on their developmental
skills all year long and will be evaluated to see how much
progress they have made since their fall evaluations.
With Easter around the corner, our CrossWays Preschool students
have been talking about both the religious history of Easter and
the Easter Bunny!
CrossWays Preschool is now enrolling students for our Little
Sprouts Summer Camp program as well as our Fall 2021/22
school year. This year, we took a different approach and will be
offering camp for the whole summer (11 weeks). We are excited
to have the summer camp program extended. Students will
participate in the trackless train, water play day, pony rides, and
more! See our Little Sprouts Summer Camp flyer at
cpreschool.org/forms
We still have open enrollment for the rest of this school year too!
CrossWays Preschool No School Days:
Friday, April 2 - Good Friday
Monday, April 19 - Conferences

Drive-In Movie Night Event
CrossWays Preschool and Celebration! Childcare have some
exciting news for our Early Childhood Ministries families. We
will be hosting our very first drive-in movie event! CrossWays
Preschool and Celebration! Childcare family and friends are
welcome to come for an 8 pm movie showing of “How to Train
your Dragon” on Friday, April 16 in the Holy Cross parking
lot. Thanks to Holy Cross for purchasing and supplying
outdoor movie screens so that we are able to provide this fun,
free community event. See our event flyer and link to register
at bit.ly/movienight416

Springing Into Summer
Celebration! Childcare is happy to announce our exciting,
interactive summer program will be taking place! In-house field
trips will be planned to follow COVID-19 guidelines. Trackless
train and pony rides will be coming back for the fun! With so
much snow and cold this year, our staff and students are looking
forward to warmer weather.
Spring conferences will be coming up for the students. Each
student will be evaluated on the progress they have made this year
and what skills they still need to work on.
Families and teachers have been loving the new brightwheel
system! Being able to pay online, communicate with teachers
directly, and view photos and videos has been a blessing for
everyone! Teachers are having fun learning about the system and
the things they can do through the app such as uploading lesson
plans and sending quick reminders to parents.
Celebration! Childcare Early Closing Day:
Friday, April 2 at 4 pm - Good Friday

Orphans of the Storm
Service Project Update
In the month of March, our Early Childhood Ministries
programs and church members raised items to donate to the
Orphans of the Storm animal shelter in Deerfield. We collected
items such as blankets, food, toys, newspapers, and more. All
of these products go toward helping feed, shelter, and assist in
taking care of animals in need. From the staff at CrossWays
Preschool and Celebration! Childcare, we want to thank
everyone who helped with our service project! We could not
have done it without you!

“Wishes” Coming in May!
April showers bring May flowers AND an
opportunity for you to grant a wish for our
Early Childhood Ministries programs. The
annual WISHES event will be held virtually
this year during the month of May. Watch
for all the details in our May newsletter!
crossways@holycrosschurch.org
(847) 367-4367
cpreschool.org

CrossWays
Preschool

Celebration!
Childcare

celebration@holycrosschurch.org
(847) 367-6208
cchildcare.org
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Ages 3 - 5th Grade
All welcome to participate

Join us on Sunday mornings via Zoom as we continue to
Celebrate the Wonder of God’s love as revealed in Jesus’ life
teaching moments.
Each week, Carrie and Jamey Mack bless us with a musical
gathering followed by an instructional video. Our time together
concludes with conversation, interactions and activities with
Mrs. Mack, our youth and adult helpers and Ms. Amy that
recently joined us in our Sunday School videos!
We would love for you to join us online when Sunday School
is scheduled. Each session runs approximately 30 minutes. See
our fun intro video or learn more about Sunday School at
HolyCrossChurch.org/sundayschool
Upcoming Sunday School Sessions via Zoom at 8:30 am
April 4 - Easter Sunday! Join us over Zoom for a kid-centered
celebration of Easter! Bring a kazoo, egg shaker, or other kind
of simple noise maker. Alleluia! Christ is Risen! (See page 3.)
April 11 - The Last Supper (Session 2)
April 18 - The Great Commission (Session 6)
April 25 - Believers Share (Session 8)
holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/99278276804

Shortly before Palm Sunday, Holy Cross households with
children between 3 and 12 years old should have received a box
in the mail with activities and devotions to do together during
Holy Week. We are calling it “Holy Week in a Box” and it is
a kit complete with activities and devotions for you and your
household to enjoy together throughout the week. Some of these
activities and devotions are meant for specific days of Holy
Week, others could be explored throughout the week or even into
the season of Easter. We hope that this kit can help you practice
and explore faith together during this holy time.

CONFIRMATION
6th - 8th Grade Confirmation
Beginning in February the Confirmation students
began using the mid-week Lenten theme material
“Traveling the Way of Love: Practices for a Jesus
centered life.” We will continue to explore the seven
spiritual practices during the month of April as we
finish off the year. The material will include worship
moments with scripture, prayer, music and video
stories that flesh out these seven spiritual practices.
The hope is that as the confirmation students, several
of our relational groups and the general congregation
puts some efforts into these practices that there will be
opportunity for conversation within the confirmation
families that would include the whole family.
Class Schedule:
Large Group: Sunday, April 11 at 6:30 pm
Themes: Go, Learn
holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/97901218807
Small Group: Sunday, April 18 at 6:30 pm
holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/99825053577
All confirmation large and small group gatherings will
remain virtual until further notice. Please contact
Pastor Bob with any questions at
pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org

April Confirmation Electives:
Please RSVP for these electives at least one week in advance. Log in to
your account on Church Community Builder to RSVP.
Wednesday, April 14 from 7:30 - 8:30 pm: Practicing Piety
Sunday, April 25 from 7 - 8 pm: Prayer Jars
(Please pre-register for this elective by April 7 so that materials can be
assembled for pick-up prior to the meeting)
Update: Since the January confirmation retreat was canceled, three of the
10 available large group sessions were scheduled as part of the retreat. If
you were planning to use these toward the yearly confirmation expectation
of seven large group sessions, here are several options to replace them:
• Attend and complete a reflection for an additional scheduled elective.
• Plan and complete a self-directed elective.
• Attend and complete a reflection for an Easter season worship service
(Maundy Thursday, Good Friday).
• Attend and complete a reflection for a midweek Lenten session related
to the Love is the Way series mentioned above (watch the newsletter
and confirmation updates for details.)
• Participate in and reflect on a conversation with a friend or family
member about one of the spiritual practices from the Love is the
Way series.
Confirmation DVD Lending Library
The following common elective DVDs are available:
Different Drummers, Facing The Giants, Luther (2003), Soul Surfer
Contact the church office to make arrangements for pick up.
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Crossroads High School Youth Group
for 9 - 12 Grade Youth

The Crossroads Purpose & Vision
Our Purpose:
To develop and sustain a vibrant and connected high school youth group by creating a safe
space for spiritual growth, and real conversations to help the youth learn more about themselves,
each other, and God’s Love.
Our Mission:
To build a foundation for life-long faith formation that is grounded in God the Trinity,
connected to peers, supported by parents, and nurtured by congregational members.

Connecting & Thriving!
The Crossroads High School Youth Group both respects
the COVID-19 restrictions and still finds ways to connect
by having regular Zoom meetings for the youth, as well as
in-person activities as able that always include the
parents.
In February the Crossroads Youth Group had an awesome
Youth vs. Parents Super Bowl! Around 20 youth and
parents came to play, and we had a blast with our ultimate
frisbee-style, contactless game! There was of course some
great tail-gate food for all, including Portillo’s hot dogs
and ice cream sandwiches. It’s so refreshing getting
together in real life, seeing friends out and about having
fun. We’re not sure which team won at the end of the day,
but everyone brought their “A games” for sure!
Crossroads has continued to have great “Quick Chats”
every few weeks as well. We catch up about what's going
on in life, and chat about a question or two of the day.

FYI: Living a Better Story
Holy Cross was chosen to participate with 13 other churches in the wider Chicagoland area in the Fuller Youth Institute two-year
co-hort called “Living a Better Story!” The FYI is a great organization, research trailblazer, and thought leader related to all things
youth and family ministry. The Holy Cross team consists of 5 adults and 2 youth who meet with the other churches to share best
practices and apply new methodologies. We are excited to introduce some new ministry opportunities in 2021!

What’s going on next?
In April we’ll be getting together for more Crossroads Youth Nights and Quick Chats! Please visit holycrosschurch.org/crossroads or
contact Sarah Grayer directly for information on upcoming events.

Hi, I’m Sarah Grayer. I'm the Director of High
School Youth & Family Ministry. When I was
a teenager my youth group was huge in
helping me develop my faith. Because of that,
I am now passionate about developing great
ministry opportunities with high school youth
and their parents. In addition to serving on the
church ministry staff in this part-time role, I also work fulltime with a wealth management & financial planning group
and enjoy married
life withMeeting
my wonderful
husband Justin. In
Crossroads
Schedule:
my spare time I do a bunch of yoga, reading, and have lots of
outdoor fun time with our Australian Shepherd Chloe.
Connect with me any time about your ideas or questions at
sarahgrayer@holycrosschurch.org

The Parent Connection
The Parent Connection is designed for parents of 9 - 12 grade
youth. The Parent Connection is about:
- Building relationships with other Holy Cross parents
- Discussing best and “not so best” practices related to our
teenagers
- Sharing insights from topics based small group
conversations
For more visit holycrosschurch.org/parentconnection
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Antiracism
Roundtable

Thank You from Dorothy Peterson
ELCA Lay Minister to Rosebud

Dear Members of Holy Cross,
Thank you for the generous gift to the Two Strike Mission from
the Cookie Walk Fund. I greatly appreciate your thoughtfulness.

Antiracism Roundtable & Work Group
As follow-up to last fall’s book discussions of Dear Church: A
Love Letter from a Black Preacher to Whitest Denomination in
the US (by Pastor Lenny Duncan) and Dialogues on Race
(Augsburg Fortress), all are invited to participate in this new
relational group, led by Holy Cross member Carol Dikelsky.
The Antiracism Roundtable & Work Group will meet monthly
via Zoom to continue exploring antiracism themes and resources
and to find ways to apply what we learn, unlearn, or relearn to
our faith journeys. The group may also organize activities that
put concepts into action.

We have supported food service to feed the children and the
homeless this winter. I have given 60 fleece blankets and
mittens and hats to the families in Two Strike and St. Francis.
We are making plans for Family Camp this summer in the
Black Hills in June. This is a great time for us to come together
and enjoy all the blessings of camp experience.
Thank you for your generosity and blessings to us through your
prayers and gifts.
Sincerely,
Dorothy Peterson

Sessions will begin with an antiracism activity related to the
discussion theme. Themes for the first four sessions are listed
below. Additional themes will be developed based upon group
focus and input.
All are invited to attend when you can and come as you are, with
an open heart for listening to and praying with each other, as we
confront a variety of topics that may take us out of our comfort
zones and lead us to make new connections to our faith.

Antiracism Roundtable & Work Group
Dates: Sundays, April 18, May 16, June 13
Time: 11 am - 12:15 pm
holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/93144150662
April 18 - Cultural competence and inclusive language
May 16 - Peaceful protests and the anniversary of pivotal 2020
events
June 13 - Juneteenth: A History

Mission Endowment Scholarship Fund
- Applications Due April 30 Through the Holy Cross Mission Endowment Fund, Holy
Cross provides scholarships to assist and encourage post high
school education for its members. These scholarships may be
used at an accredited college, university or vocational
technical school. Requirements are that you be an active
member of Holy Cross and that you submit an application
form including a thoughtful faith statement.
Applications are available online at

HolyCrossChurch.org/resources

Deloris Danner
March 6, 2021

Eric Danner
March 6, 2021

Holy Cross Partners with Lands’ End
Here’s your chance to show the world your pride in being a
member and/or friend of Holy Cross! We have partnered with
Lands’ End Business Outfitters to offer merchandise including
shirts, sweaters, outerwear and other items embroidered with the
Holy Cross logo. You can use your creativity to select different
logo color options to complement the color of the items you
select.
While Holy Cross receives no monetary benefit from any
purchases you may choose to make, by sporting the Holy Cross
logo, you may have the opportunity to share with others what it
means to be a part of the Holy Cross family. Shop online at:
business.landsend.com/store/holycrosslibertyville
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Support for COOL Ministries
Volunteers Needed for Plant Pick-up
on Saturday, May 8
Thank you for all the flower orders that our Holy Cross
family submitted for the COOL Plant & Flower Sale! If
you did not place an order, you may wish to stop by the
plant sale pick-up on Saturday, May 8 from 12 noon 2:30 pm at Bethel Lutheran Church, 5110 Grand Ave in
Gurnee and see the selection of plants that will be
available for cash and carry. We always have extra
hanging baskets, flowering plants, vegetables, and herbs
available.
We also need volunteers! No gardening knowledge is
needed, and volunteers have a good time working
together to benefit the ministries of COOL. We will have
multiple shifts on Saturday, May 8 between 6 am and 3
pm, all taking place in the Bethel parking lot following
COVID-19 safety guidelines. Benefits of volunteering
include early plant pick-up (late morning), fellowship,
service, and light refreshments. To volunteer, please
contact Karla Boucek, Patty Moyer, Jeri Powers, or Diane
Rammelsberg or email us at boucekkc@comcast.net

Planting Your Garden
by Dave Husemoller

It’s a wonderful thing that Easter takes place in springtime.
Spring brings us new life with a fresh start. Spring gets pretty
real when you look at the garden with plants coming up through
the thawing ground. One of the best things that you can do to
celebrate creation is to plant a garden. Using plants that are
native to our region benefits the world around us, including
insects and birds. Growing your own vegetables helps us to
appreciate the beauty and nutrition of foods.
Keep your eyes peeled for upcoming plant sales that offer
wonderful selections of native plants and vegetables. Look for
website alerts at the College of Lake County Horticulture
Department, the Lake County Forest Preserve District at
Independence Grove, Openlands, Lake Forest Openlands, and
Liberty Prairie Foundation at Prairie Crossing Farm. Here’s to
the coming of spring!
If you weren’t able to place an order for plants and flowers
during the COOL Plant & Flower Sale in March, see
information above on how you may still be able to make a
purchase in person on May 8 that will both beautify your garden
and benefit COOL Ministries.

In past years, Holy Cross participated
in the COOL Ministries Easter Bagskets
project. The ongoing pandemic has limited
the collection of non-perishable food items
even though the need for food assistance
has increased. This Easter, you can help to bless the Easter tables
of the less fortunate here in Lake County.
Canned Hams
Contribute towards canned hams at a suggested donation of $10/
ham. Donate online at donate.holycrosschurch.org
Easter Meal Boxes
Meal boxes include items such as a canned ham, boxed
potatoes, canned fruit and vegetables, canned soup, Jell-O, shelf
stable milk/juice. Suggested donation of $20/meal box. Donate
online at donate.holycrosschurch.org
Holy Week Food Drive
Sunday School students are encouraged to bring non-perishable
food items for COOL Ministries Food Pantry to any of the
drive-in worship services at Holy Cross during Holy Week.
Please check expiration dates. Alternatively, online
donations can be made online at donate.holycrosschurch.org
Thank you for your support!

PADS is continuing to help house individuals at local hotels
with safe housing options during the pandemic. Thanks to
your generous monetary donations last year, Holy Cross was
recently able to purchase and donate much needed provisions
to PADS including 225 sets of sweatshirts and pants,
individually packaged food items, and various sanitization
products including antibacterial wipes, hand sanitizer, and
laundry soap. Pictured are just some of the boxes that were
loaded up at Holy Cross and delivered to PADS in Waukegan.
If you would like to continue to help, please donate online on
our website at donate.holycrosschurch.org
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Holy Week

Ecumenical

Easter Sunrise Worship

Sunday, April 4
April 1

Drive-In Worship at 6 am
Location: Holy Cross Lutheran Church parking lot

Drive-In Worship at 7 pm
Worship video at HolyCrossChurch.org/lent

April 2

Join together with friends, neighbors, and brothers and
sisters in Christ as we celebrate the Risen Savior!

Drive-In Worship at 7 pm
Worship video at HolyCrossChurch.org/lent

April 4
Drive-In Worship at 8 & 10 am
Worship video at HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons

Children’s
Easter Celebration
Sunday, April 4 at 8:30 am
See page 3

New! Discussion Group

Morality: Restoring the Common Good in
Divided Times
Tuesdays, April 6 - May 25
7 pm via Zoom
More details on page 4

