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Creating a Rule of Life 
 

So much that is happening in the world today does not  
look like love. If we allow the influence of others to  
determine how our days are spent and our contributions  
measured, we should not be surprised that we end up  
with more of the same. People of faith since the  
beginning of the Old Testament know this to be true.  
What the Bible stories remind us of is that each of us  
needs to bring intentionality and purpose to every day.  
The monastics operated from a concept called a “rule  
of life.” A “rule of life” is about supporting our efforts,  
hopes and dreams. The Latin word for rule is regula.  
This notion of rule is not to be seen as a hard and fast  
line in the sand. It is the idea that this “rule of life”  
provides a way to create tangible habits that support  
our heart’s intentions and a life of faith.  
 
It took me a number of years to begin to entertain what  
this actually meant. I knew that my Baptism was  
supposed to influence me on this journey. But I wasn’t  
sure how. On the day I was baptized, I had no sense that I was given to something larger, older, wiser, and 
more capacious than my own one-on-one with Christianity. Baptism, I thought, was all about my effort, my 
obedience, and my responsibility. So much depended on me! There were so many ways I could mess up! I 
had no idea that my "personal decision to love God,” important though it is, pales in significance to God's 
cosmic decision to love me—and the whole of humanity and creation along with me. I didn't know that God 
was ushering me into a Story—a huge, sprawling Story that began eons before I showed up. 
 
When I think about Christmas and the baby in the manger, who later grew into this amazing compassionate 
individual and whose sole purpose was to remind us of God’s love for the world, I realize that this is the 
STORY that I want to live into.  
 
Creating a “rule of life” isn’t easy. Every single person on earth who’s ever tried to do the right thing, the 
self-honoring thing, the selfless thing, with any kind of integrity, struggles. I don’t think there would be too 
much arguing that 2020 has been difficult on so many levels. Who would have thought that as we approach 
Christmas we would still be adapting to such unprecedented circumstances. Maybe this year might be a 
perfect time to reflect for a moment on what has sustained us and enabled us to discover what values and 
principles define our “rule of life.” 
 
As we think about what it means for each of us to live into this amazing STORY of God’s love, it might be 
significant to ask ourselves… Do I create time in life for growth, learning and enrichment each day? Do I 
create space in my daily schedule for rituals of prayer and reflection to connect with God? Do I steward my 
energy so there is something left to invest in those most important relationships? Do I create time to pause 
and wonder how I might share my resources with others? 
 
Who knows, maybe this year we will find a way to celebrate the gift of God’s love that shines through these 
challenging and fearful circumstances. No wonder that the angel Gabriel’s first words were, “Do not be 
afraid.” If we want to enter into God’s messy story, then perhaps these are the first words we need to hear, 
too. Do not be afraid. Do not be afraid when God’s work in your life looks alarmingly different than you 
thought it would. Do not be afraid when God upends your cherished assumptions about righteousness. Do 
not be afraid when God asks you to stand alongside the scandalous, the defiled, the suspected, and the 
shamed. Do not be afraid when God asks you to love something or someone more than your own spotless 
reputation. Do not be afraid of the precarious, the fragile, the vulnerable, and the impossible. Do not be 
afraid of the mess. The mess is the place where God was born. 
 
Peace, 

View Pastor Bob’s video message to the congregation at HolyCrossChurch.org 

http://HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons
http://HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons
http://holycrosschurch.org
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The Cross Connection, parish newsletter of Holy Cross  
Lutheran Church, is published monthly and is available online  

at HolyCrossChurch.org/newsletters. Articles should be  
submitted by the 1st of the month to Janet Carr at                                           

janet@holycrosschurch.org 

First Sunday of Advent  
Sunday, November 29 

Worship video at HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons 
Drive-In Worship at 9:30 am  

 

Second Sunday of Advent  
Sunday, December 6  

Worship video at HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons 
Drive-In Worship at 9:30 am  

 

Third Sunday of Advent  
Sunday, December 13  

Worship video at HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons 
Drive-In Worship at 9:30 am  

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent  
Sunday, December 20  

Worship video at HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons 
Drive-In Worship at 9:30 am  

 

Christmas Eve  
Thursday, December 24  

Worship video at HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons 
Drive-In Worship at 5 & 7:30 pm  

 

                          In addition to some of the traditional aspects of Christmas  
                          Eve worship that you have come to know in years past, we  
                          are planning some special audio-visual content this year to  
                          make our Drive-In Christmas Eve services a memorable and  
                          rewarding experience. Please plan to join us! 

 

First Sunday in Christmas  
Sunday, December 27  

Worship video at HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons 
Drive-In Worship at 9:30 am  

 

Second Sunday in Christmas 
Sunday, January 3  

Worship video at HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons 
Drive-In Worship at 9:30 am  

Drive-In worship and virtual worship videos will continue for Advent 
and Christmas. Please check our website and email communications 
closer to the dates listed for any changes to the schedule.  

 

Sunday, January 31, 2021  
 

Details on the format and time for this meeting 
will be communicated closer to the meeting date. 

All confirmed members of Holy Cross are  
encouraged to participate.  

 

Attention all ministry members: 
Kindly submit your reports for the 2020 Annual 

Report to office@holycrosschurch.org by  
Monday, January 4.  

&
The Season of

 

 

mailto:office@holycrosschurch.org
http://holycrosschurch.org
http://HolyCrossChurch.org/newsletters
mailto:janet@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Newsletter
mailto:office@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Annual%20Report
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Preparing for Advent 
by Rev. Sally Hanson  

The season of Advent is upon us. We await the coming of Christ. 
This is the same every Advent, but this year it feels a bit 
different. The season of Advent begins with weeping and lament. 
Some years this can be overlooked quite easily but this year, it is 
very real and close to home. It may seem strange and 
uncomfortable but it comes with meaning. It’s the place we need 
to begin. It’s been a vulnerable year and Advent is about hope 
and peace. But peace cannot come without becoming vulnerable 
in our hearts, and the journey begins with repentance and 
forgiveness.  
 
When Advent arrives, we begin to ready our hearts and our 
homes to welcome in the newborn king. We make space 
figuratively and literally. We find courage and strength to 
recognize holy moments breaking into our routines… putting up 
the Christmas lights or trees, reading Christmas cards, putting 
out the Advent wreath or calendar to mark the passing of time as 
we count down, watching movies or baking cookies, decorating 
with evergreens to bring color to the drab, muted colors of late 
fall. These may seem like tiny ways, but they are ways we can 
open our broken hearts to the healing grace of God, who leads us 
to hope and peace. Advent is not a passive season of waiting and 
watching, but of active preparation. We easily get sidetracked in 
thinking that this active preparation is rooted in doing things, 
rather than preparing our hearts, by praying, hoping, thinking, 
reflecting and by simply being. It is the season of be still and yet 
we go faster than ever. Advent is a season of wailing and 
weeping; it is a season where grief has a strong presence. It is a 
season where we are called to open our lives and our hearts with 
active anticipation and a renewed hope. May this renewed hope 
enter your heart as a healing balm of peace and inspire your heart 
to truly feel and experience all Advent has to offer. 
 
Peace be yours this Advent season, 

Gabriella Grace Quaranta  
 

daughter of Alfred and Tiffany Quaranta 
Saturday, November 7 

 

      A new take on the Traditional  
     Advent calendar… 

 
Advent is a time of anticipation for the birth of Jesus. And we 
know that between work, school, Christmas plays and programs, 
shopping, and more, it’s hard to keep focused on the real reason 
for celebrating Christmas. But here’s help! This fun and simple 
activity will get your family talking, encouraging each other, 
having fun, and sharing about Jesus every day during the Advent 
season! It includes conversation starters, prayer prompts, and  
this-or-that fun. Great to do at meals or on the go! It’s easy! All 
you’ll need is a printer, scissors, and three jars or cups. Here’s 
how it works: 
 
1. Print out the pages at HolyCrossChurch.org/adventfun  
2. Cut the strips of paper along the dotted line, and keep those in     
    the same category together. 
3. Once a day, pick one slip from each category/color and take  
    turns answering the question on the paper. 

 
 Conversation Starters 
 
This or That Fun 
 
 Prayer Prompts 
 

 
Here are some sample questions:  

Advent officially starts on November 29 this year!  
 

More questions available to print at:  
HolyCrossChurch.org/adventfun 

http://holycrosschurch.org/adventfun
http://holycrosschurch.org/adventfun
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Giving To Others 
by Steve Oelschlager 

This Holiday Season, Donate  
Through AmazonSmile 

 
AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know—same products, 
same prices, same service. It just uses the money saved on                       
advertising to help fund donations to charitable organizations.  
 

Setting up automatic donations is easy. Visit smile.amazon.com    
or use the Amazon app before you shop and select Holy Cross  
Lutheran Church as your charitable organization. If using a   
browser, bookmark smile.amazon.com to create a shortcut to 
quickly return to AmazonSmile every time you shop at Amazon 
and 0.5% of your purchase amount will be donated. 
 

This is an easy and                  
wonderful way that you 
can support Holy Cross’ 
ministry and work in our 
community during these 
trying times.   
 

Activate Your Online Community Account  

Holy Cross regularly connects to more than 3,500 people 
through physical mail, email, texting, and phone calls. We do 
this to keep people like you aware of worship services, faith 
formation opportunities, small groups, and ministries to serve 
those beyond our congregation. Between phone numbers, email 
and home addresses, family members, donations, and your tastes 
and preferences, we try to keep track of tens of thousands of data 
bits, no easy task by any means.  
 
With this challenge in mind, we recently moved to a new 
member management system, Church Community Builder 
(CCB). Accessible from the Holy Cross website and on the 
internet, we hope you might help us keep current on what we 
need to know about you to serve you best. Using CCB and 
setting up an account is not a requirement, only an invitation for 
a better link between Holy Cross and you and your family. 
 
To get started, go to our website at holycrosschurch.org and 
click “ Sign In.” Once the CCB login screen opens, you can 
request a login for your account by clicking ‘Request Account’ 
under the blue login button. Fill out a short form and an email 
will be sent to you with a link to activate your login. 

Once you are able to log in, make sure you update your profile. 
This will begin to personalize the recommendations and 
opportunities presented to you. Participation in the online 
community is completely optional, but we encourage you to do 
so. You can take a look at recent activity, find an interesting 
group to join or look for an opportunity to serve and more. 
 
Want to learn more before activating your account or need more 
help to connect? Watch this video demo at bit.ly/CCBsetup 

An Excerpt from It's Not About You: A Brief Guide to a 
Meaningful Life by Tom Rath 
 
“Life is not about you. It’s about what you do for others. The 
faster you are able to get over yourself, the more you can do 
for the people who matter most.  
 
Yet external forces keep pulling you toward self-centered 
pursuits. From books pushing “happiness” to advertisements 
convincing you that consumption leads to adoration, these 
messages tempt you to focus inward. That is all a trap.  
 
I have studied and written about well-being for twenty years, 
and the last thing I recommend is chasing your own 
happiness. It may even do more harm than good. The key to 
creating collective well-being is to start by improving the life 
of another person, not your own.  
 
This is the essential lesson I learned at a young age from my 
late grandfather, Don Clifton. He was a lifelong teacher who 
grew up on a Nebraska farm and later built his career around 
helping people to connect their talents with how they can 
contribute to the world. Don was also the ultimate mentor to 
me, and later on in life we coauthored a book on these topics. 
But when I was a kid, he kept it simple and described how 
every exchange with another person either “filled their bucket 
or dipped from it.” He also taught me the best way to fill my 
own bucket was to spend time filling other people’s. 
 
Like Don, I want to ensure most of my daily efforts are aimed 
at contributing to another person’s life. Simply asking, “What 
can I do for another person?” is a good reminder to focus on 
what’s larger than self. It also orients your energy and work 
toward efforts that grow in your absence. 
 
Your life has an unknown expiration date. Your efforts and 
contributions to others do not. The time, energy, and 
resources you invest in people you care for and your 
community keep growing forever.” 

http://smile.amazon.com
http://smile.amazon.com
http://holycrosschurch.org
http://bit.ly/CCBsetup
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Evergreens 
by Randy Casey 

 
Recently a man with a far better mind than I has referred to the 
parables of Jesus, Homer's Iliad, and the writings of Shakespeare 
as "evergreens." By this, he meant that their message was 
timeless, could be comforting, and did not change depending 
upon any given situation. I found this metaphor astonishing 
because it is so simple and even obvious, but one I had never 
heard before. It was almost humbling to hear. I am thus compelled 
to identify some musical "evergreens" and to recount my 
experience with them.  
 
One musical evergreen that everyone reading these words knows 
is the hymn "Crown Him with Many Crowns.” A few years ago, I 
referred to this combination of text and tune as  
"pan-denominational," by which I meant that both a church in the 
backwoods of my mother's childhood in the hills of northern 
Arkansas to an edifice in the heart of Manhattan could sing 
"Crown Him" with a familiar gusto. I play its tune "Diademata" 
with vigor and full organ in spite of the fact that I always select it 
to open the service on one of my least favorite Sundays of the 
liturgical year. This grand hymn transcends for me the artificial 
construct of Christ the King Sunday. 
 
Another musical evergreen is the tune "Herzlich tut mich 
verlangen" which you know as sung with the text "O Sacred 
Head, Now Wounded." I begin every Good Friday with Bach's 
setting of this tune and we sing it during this most solemn of 
services. That this tune appears repeatedly in Bach's St. Matthew 
Passion bears witness to its strength. Of course, this Bach Passion 
 is a unique evergreen all on its own. There is no finer musical 
work of any sort for Good Friday, which incidentally received its 
first performance on Good Friday of 1727 in St. Thomas Church 
of Leipzig with the composer himself conducting.  
 
As I thumb through the choral works before me, I must mention 
"In the bleak midwinter," by Harold Darke, a lovely setting of the 
poem by Christiana Rossetti, and the exquisite motet by Maurice 
Durufle of the ancient text "Ubi caritas." However, the choral 
work that I have shared with more choir director friends than any 
other is the setting of the Shaker text and tune "Bow Down Low" 
as arranged by David Bridges. (To the members of the Holy Cross 
Choir, this is the burnt orange anthem with a picture of the 
woman with a broom in hand wearing the 19th-century homespun 
dress on its cover.) For me this is the most evergreen anthem 
ever written. I have played it dozens of times and each playing is 
with a renewed sense of anticipation. The opening text is "Bow 
down low and bend your head for I've come to sweep this house, 
to sweep the Lord's house clean." The entire piece of two pages is 
simple, straightforward and profound.   
 
Of course, during December we are surrounded by the green of 
Christmas trees as we sing a timeless carol such as "Silent Night.” 
Because of the evergreen metaphor, however, I want to think that 
we can "sleep in heavenly peace" even during a bleak 
midwinter.  Or we might invite the Christ child to "cast out our 
sin, and enter in, be born in us today" as in "O Little Town of 
Bethlehem." Or we might recall that when it came upon a 
midnight clear, "The world in solemn stillness lay."    
 
These are surely solemn times in which we live.  But even as we 
long for "Peace on earth, good will to all," evergreens of various 
sorts are offering consolation in their own way. These eternal 
things lift us up, inviting everyone to experience the rainbow of 
God's love. 

Year End Gift Options to Consider 
 

As we approach the end of the year, it’s common for there to be 
questions about giving before the year ends, and this year has 
additional challenges to consider related to COVID-19. 
Whatever your situation is (traveling, limited services at Holy 
Cross, unclear financial picture), Holy Cross is happy to work 
with you to help you achieve your giving goals. Below are some 
options and timelines available to you: 
 

• Give at one of the remaining Drive-In Worship services.  

• Mail your check to Holy Cross, postmarked by Thursday,      
December 31.  

• Contribute online at donate.holycrosschurch.org 

• Use your bank’s bill pay system by Thursday, December 31.  

• If giving stock or funds managed by a broker, ask for a 
transfer to be completed by Thursday, December 31. Contact 
Tom Miller for instructions at FinSec@holycrosschurch.org 

• Bring your gift to the church office by Wednesday, 
December 30. Due to the holiday schedule, if you choose to 
bring your gift to the church office, please call first to 
confirm that someone is here, or place your gift in in the 
locked mailbox next to the Liturgical Loft.  

 

We thank you for your continued support of God’s ministries 
through Holy Cross. We would not be able to do what we do 
without people like you who generously give to our 
congregation. 

Multiply Your Impact Through  
Holy Cross and Minimize Taxes Too 

 

If you are 70 1/2 years old or older, you have even more options to 
make a difference through Holy Cross while minimizing your taxes. 
You can give up to $100,000 from your IRA directly to a qualified 
organization like Holy Cross without having to pay income taxes on 
the money. This law no longer has an expiration date, so you are 
free to make annual gifts, this year, and well into the future.  
 

Why consider this gift? 
 

• Together through Holy Cross, we make significant ministries 
happen that benefit all ages, inside the congregation, inside 
Lake County, and around the world.  

• You pay no income taxes on the gift. The transfer generates   
neither taxable income nor a tax deduction, so you benefit even  
if you do not itemize your deductions.  

• If you have not yet taken your required minimum distribution 
for the year, your IRA charitable rollover gift can satisfy all or 
part of that requirement.  

 

Please contact Tom Miller (Assistant to the Financial Secretary) to 
arrange your giving at this busy time of the year, or if you have 
questions.  
  

Email: FinSec@holycrosschurch.org 
Phone: (224) 381-0116 
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The New Holy Cross “Liturgical Loft” 
  

We began offering drive-in worship services every two weeks in 
the months of July and August with the pastors preaching from 
the tailgate of a pick-up truck. In September, we expanded the 
worship schedule to every week. With the continued success of 
the program, in October we began thinking about a more 
permanent structure that would allow us to continue offering 
weekly drive-in services into the winter months, regardless of 
weather conditions.   
 

Construction of the new structure which has been dubbed the 
“liturgical loft” began in late October, with the first service led 
from the loft on All Saints Sunday, November 1.   
 

In addition to the new loft offering protection from the elements 
for the pastors and other worship leaders, the raised structure also 
affords the congregants attending from their cars to have a better 
line of sight of the service activities.   
 

Our gratitude goes out to all of the members of the construction 
crew that included Darin Chartier, Jackson Chartier, Corbin 
Chartier, Mick Garrison, Wayne Luplow, Mike Price and Pastor 
Bob Davis. Darin also personally constructed the beautiful cross 
that adorns the front of the loft, and we thank him for that extra 
effort to make our worship experience more meaningful. 

Everyone is welcome to join us in the Holy Cross parking lot for 
worship with Holy Communion and live music in a safe and                
socially distant manner. You may choose to remain in your             
vehicle or bring a lawn chair to sit in your designated parking 
space. Masks are required when you leave your vehicle. Please 
check our website at holycrosschurch.org/sermons for each 
day’s support material and schedule updates.  
 

We will continue to offer recorded worship videos on our            
website that offer the same messaging as the Drive-In Worship 
services. *See page 2 for the Christmas Eve Drive-In schedule. 

Sundays, December 6, 13, 20 & 27 * 
9:30 am 
FM 87.9 

Dates:  
Time: 

Radio Frequency:  

Drive-In  
  Worship 

http://holycrosschurch.org/sermons
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2021 Book Club Selections 
 

January 26 – hosted by Jeri Powers 
The Only Woman in the Room by Marie Benedict 

 
February 23 – hosted by  Melanie Houser 
The Great Influenza by John M. Barry 

 
March 23 – hosted by Susan Williamson                         
Heartland, A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke 
in the Richest Country on Earth by Sarah Smarsh 

 
April 27 – hosted by Margie Thummel 
Mrs. Lincoln's Sisters  by Jennifer Chiaverini 

 
May 24 – hosted by Heidi Dinter 
Transcendent Kingdom by Yaa Gyasi 

 
June 22  – hosted by Deb Sherrock 
The Mountains Between Us by Charles Martin  
 
July 27 – hosted by Kay Meyer 
Reason for Hope by Jane Goodall 

 
August 24 – hosted by Nancy Joiner 
The Bookish Life of Nina Hill by Abbi Waxman 

 
September 21 – hosted by Felicia Brandt 
Call Me American by Abdi Nor Iftn  

 
October 28 – hosted by Felicia Brandt 
All the Devils Are Here by Louise Penny 

 
November 16 – hosted by Felicia Brandt 
Gilead by Marilynne Robinson 

Dates: Tuesdays, January 12 - February 16 
Time: 7 - 8:30 pm 
           via Zoom: holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/98980130894?   
           pwd=ZUNxVnlCRTNocXBsN2RRNm1nVi81Zz09  

The Holy Cross Book Club, open to anyone who is                  
interested in reading and discussing books, routinely meets 
the fourth Tuesday of every month (January through            
November) at 7 pm (unless otherwise noted).  
 
Our 2021 reading list is ready, in time to add these books to 
our Christmas wish lists! See page 9 for details to join the 
Book Club meeting in January. If you have any questions, 
please email Felicia Brandt at felicia.s.brandt@gmail.com  

Each Gospel has a signature story. For Luke, it’s the synagogue 
sermon in chapter 4. For Mark, it’s the double healing of the 
blind man in chapter 8, which precedes Peter’s confession. For 
John, it’s the prologue, “In the beginning was the Word.” For 
Matthew, the signature story is “the Sermon on the Mount” in 
chapters 5-7.  
 
The “Sermon on the Mount” is the presentation of Jesus as a new 
Moses who interprets the Torah, who offers wisdom sayings on 
how to live the way God wants, and, who provides practical              
instruction. This work is more than just the beatitudes. When we 
go deeper into understanding Jesus’ Jewish context and Jewish 
message, we are able to make more sense of Jesus’ teaching.    
Jesus’ teaching reminds us that the kingdom of heaven is already 
available to us and manifested when we live into God’s will on 
earth. 
 
Please join us! DVD support material will be provided by             
Amy-Jill Levine, the University Professor of New Testament and 
Jewish Studies at Vanderbilt Divinity School and College of Arts 
and Sciences.  
 
A participant’s book will be needed, which can be purchased 
through Amazon or other booksellers for direct delivery to you.  
Details are as follows: 
 

Title: Sermon on the Mount...A Beginner's Guide to the                    
Kingdom of Heaven 
Author: Amy-Jill Levine 
Publisher: Abingdon Press   
ISBN-13: 978-1-5018-9989-8 
amazon.com/dp/B0859M58ZL 

 
Session One: January 12 - Jesus’ statements about blessedness 
 

Session Two: January 19 - Jesus’ views on the Torah & the 
Prophets 
 

Session Three: January 26 - Jesus’ thoughts about appropriate  
expressions & practices of faith 
 

Session Four: February 2 - The Lord’s Prayer impacting              
reconciliation & societal concerns 
 

Session Five: February 9 - Our attitudes and reimagining our 
life in terms of Jesus’ teachings 
 

Session Six: February 16 - The narrow path of living into “the 
kingdom of heaven” now 

https://holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/98980130894?pwd=ZUNxVnlCRTNocXBsN2RRNm1nVi81Zz09
https://holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/98980130894?pwd=ZUNxVnlCRTNocXBsN2RRNm1nVi81Zz09
mailto:felicia.s.brandt@gmail.com?subject=Book%20Club
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0859M58ZL
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Meets online  

Virtual Opportunities for Relational and Small Group Ministries 
 

The majority of our in-person gatherings for small group and relational ministries remain canceled or are being held online. We encourage 
you to continue to be in contact with the members of your different groups or to explore new groups. It is important to still have community 
in these times. If you are in need of contact information for someone in your group, please feel free to reach out to the church office staff at 
office@holycrosschurch.org or at (847) 367-4060.  
 

Some groups are offering virtual meetings via Zoom, by phone or in Facebook groups. New participants are always welcome! Please see 
below or check the Virtual Events and Gatherings page on our website for updates, meeting dates and times and the links to connect to the 
meetings at holycrosschurch.org/virtualmeetings  
  

Questions about Zoom? Contact Steve Oelschlager at steve@holycrosschurch.org        
       

           

           Register: bit.ly/partnerUCBM 
 

According to creator Emmanuel Acho, this will be a safe place to have the uncomfortable conversations 
about race that many people have never been able to have. He wanted to remove the barriers for why 
we’ve never had these conversations, and provide a free space for curious white people to answer the 
questions they’ve always had but have been too nervous to ask. Like, “How can I have white privilege 
if I’m not wealthy?” or “is racial profiling ok if black people tend to commit more crimes?” and, from a 
19-year-old girl from rural Alabama named Amy who asked, “if black people can say the ‘N’ word, 
why can’t I?” And many, many more. Sessions that will include videos and discussion will be led by 
members of the Adult Education Team from Saviour’s Lutheran Church. Please register at the link 
above.  

More Learning Opportunities via Partnerships 
 

Holy Cross is at work to bring more learning your way through shared classes with other congregations. This means we may have                  
members from other congregations joining us for our courses and groups just as we might participate in their events. With Zoom and              
virtual connections, all sorts of new possibilities exist. To see a list of partnered events, visit holycrosschurch.org/virtualmeetings 

Partner Event 

Partner Event 

           

 Register: bit.ly/partnerNewTestament 
 

“The basic question facing us as we look at the historical record is quite simple. Why does our Bible 
have a New Testament, comprised of only 27 books?” How was it formed? This course led by Mike 
McCandless will help answer those and other questions. Pastor Greg Kaufmann will be the presenter 
for this five-week zoom session with videos and presentations. Please register at the link above.  

holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/98980130894?pwd=ZUNxVnlCRTNocXBsN2RRNm1nVi81Zz09  

Please join us for this 6 part bible study. The “Sermon on the Mount” is the presentation of Jesus as a 
new Moses who interprets the Torah, who offers wisdom sayings on how to live the way God wants, 
and, who provides practical instruction. This work is more than just the beatitudes. When we go deeper 
into understanding Jesus’ Jewish context and Jewish message, we are able to make more sense of Jesus’ 
teaching. See page 7 for more information and participant book details. 
 
Questions? Contact Pastor Bob at pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org 

mailto:office@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Virtual%20Meetings
http://holycrosschurch.org/virtualmeetings
mailto:office@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Zoom%20Help
http://bit.ly/partnerUCBM
http://holycrosschurch.org/virtualmeetings
http://bit.ly/partnerNewTestament
https://holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/98980130894?pwd=ZUNxVnlCRTNocXBsN2RRNm1nVi81Zz09
mailto:pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Sermon%20On%20The%20Mount%20Bible%20Study
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The Holy Cross Book Club usually meets on the fourth Tuesday evening of each month from January 
through November. Some months may be different due to holidays. We read various genres, including 
fiction, biography/memoir, nonfiction, mystery, cultural, historical and we include a classic each year. 
Consider joining the group, if just for a book or two. If you have any questions, please email Felicia 
Brandt at felicia.s.brandt@gmail.com 
 
We are taking December off, and will resume on Tuesday, January 26 to discuss The Only Woman in the 
Room by Marie Benedict. 
 
Look for the 2021 reading list on page 7.  

           

          zoom.us/j/301891517  
 

This group is for men of faith to come together throughout the year to share their faith and thoughts about 
topics that are challenging. All welcome. Starting on November 28 we will read and discuss Incarnation: 
Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas by best-selling author Adam Hamilton. The four-week study 
examines the names of Christ used by the gospel writers, exploring the historical and personal                               
significance of his birth. Order your book on Amazon at amazon.com/dp/B0859LMTM8  
 
Questions? Contact Steve Oelschlager at steve@holycrosschurch.org  

           

 

The group has decided not to hold a study break in December, but will meet again in 2021. College      
students, please gather via Zoom on the second Monday of every month to catch up with friends (and the 
pastors!) We hope this will be a time for students to breathe, support each other as they navigate online 
classes and campus closures, and think about what faith looks like right now. We hope you can join us to 
reconnect and take a study break! Contact Hannah Oelschlager at (847) 502-5006 or Sam Randall (408) 
614-4981 with any questions. 

Grounded 
in Grace 

            

           us02web.zoom.us/j/5119254651   
 

Session 5: An Emerging Way 

Marcus Borg’s Beyond Belief, a DVD series, explores our ever-growing world from a Christian 
perspective, not just biblical, but as a modern Christian theologian.  We are invited to engage in our own 
thinking and reflections alongside Borg who spent his adult life contemplating who Jesus is, and what is 
faith all about. In our fifth session, we explore the emerging way in which we are invited to re-engage in 
faith in a new way… “Marcus wanted to make possible a re-engagement with faith for those for whom 
intellectual or emotional obstacles prevented them from going any further. As he would say, ‘There’s no 
right way to be a Christian. But there are many wrong ways.’” - Marianne Borg  
 

Questions? Please contact Pastor Sally at pastorsally@holycrosschurch.org 

           

            holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/97238891441 
 

The season of Advent is upon us. The word advent means to prepare. In this season of preparation, what 
are you really preparing for? To visit with friends and family? Sending out Christmas Cards? Baking? 
We are called to prepare more than that. In our December conversation, we will explore the advents of 
our lives and how they may inform our “preparations” moving into the Christmas season and new year.  

Questions? Contact Pastor Sally at pastorsally@holycrosschurch.org 

Women’s 
Discussion 

Group 

Saturday 
Men’s Group 

mailto:felicia.s.brandt@gmail.com?subject=Book%20Club
http://zoom.us/j/301891517
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0859LMTM8
mailto:steve@holycrosschurch.org?subject=ZOOM%20tech%20help
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5119254651
https://holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/97238891441
mailto:pastorsally@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Women's%20Discussion%20Group
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Christmas Spirit 
 

CrossWays Preschool students have been hard at work practicing 
skills and learning new things. Students will begin talking about 
the Christmas spirit, winter fun, and enjoying outdoor activities. 
Unfortunately, this year CrossWays will not be hosting their 
annual Christmas Concert for parents. Students will be able to 
participate in a holiday party with yummy treats, festive music, 
and lots of fun! A special delivery from Santa will also be a 
delightful surprise for the students. Parent-teacher conferences 
were held last month via phone.  

CrossWays Preschool will be closed for Winter Break from 
December 21 through January 1.  

Holiday Excitement 
 

The holidays are upon us! The children of Celebration!                 
Childcare are excited to begin working on holiday curriculum 
themes and enjoy winter activities. Classrooms will be learning 
about Jesus’ birthday, the Christmas holiday and getting ready for 
a new year. Each child will also be preparing a special gift for 
their loved ones. Holiday parties will take place towards the end 
of the month for a Christmas Celebration! Students will be able to 
bring in special treats, play games, and listen to festive music in 
their rooms. A special delivery from the North Pole will also be 
bringing the children a gift from Santa.  

There is availability for enrollment at Celebration! Childcare in 
our Infant Room, Toddler Room, and Two’s Room. Contact Sam 
Cooper for more information.  
 

Celebration! Childcare Days Off: 
December 24 & 25: Christmas Eve & Christmas Day 
December 31: Close at 4 pm (New Year’s Eve) 
January 1: New Year’s Day  

Director’s Note 
by Sam Cooper 

 

This year has been one for the records. It has given us a 
chance to reflect on the things that are important to us and to 
learn that not everything can be controlled by our own hands. 
Through this new lifestyle change, God has shown us to be 
more patient, accepting, and courageous. I am looking 
forward to what a new year can bring for myself, the Early 
Childhood Ministry programs, and all of our families and 
friends. Have a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!   
 

Diaper Drive Recap  
Thanks to your generosity we collected a total of 1,013 diapers 
for Diaper Bank Partnership of Lake County. Thank You! 

 
 

During  the month of November, both CrossWays Preschool and 
Celebration! Childcare students participated in a fun activity called 
"Disguise the Turkey!” Each child and staff member took home a 
turkey to decorate however they wanted. The goal was to disguise 
their turkey so that he wouldn't be eaten on Thanksgiving Day. Our 
disguised turkeys turned out amazing! There were so many                    
uniquely decorated turkeys, such as Woody from Toy Story,                
mermaids, superheroes, and astronauts. We even had a few Turkeys 
disguised as Santa! Our families and staff members had a                           
wonderful time with this project. We displayed the turkeys in our 
drop off/foyer area for everyone to see. The children have had such 
fun seeing what their friends and teachers designed. With the                  
success of the project, we will be making this an annual tradition!  

Celebration! Childcare CrossWays Preschool 

by Sam Cooper  
Director of CrossWays Preschool & Celebration! Childcare 

celebration@holycrosschurch.org 
(847) 367-6208 
cchildcare.org 

Celebration! 
Childcare 

crossways@holycrosschurch.org 
(847) 367-4367 
cpreschool.org 

CrossWays 
Preschool 

The new year is a great time to explore 
preschool! Enrollment is open for half 
days for all age groups of CrossWays      
Preschool from two year olds to five               
year olds. View our virtual tour on our                
website at cpreschool.org  

Turkeys in Disguise 

http://cpreschool.org
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6th - 8th Grade Confirmation 
 

Large and Small Group Zoom sessions will not occur in 
December. This is a great time to get caught up on your                 
electives and update your matrix to see what things you need            
to get caught up with moving into the new year. Our next Large 
Group Session is Sunday January 10. Watch for more                            
information in the January Newsletter. 
 
Reminder, that each month an average of two electives are 
expected to be completed. These can be done independently or            
as a part of a larger learning class. Keep watching for updates             
of the next electives offered for the month. Please RSVP for     
these electives online through Church Community Builder.  
 
December 10 from 7 - 8 pm -  Jesus’ Birth with John Villani 
 

December 15 from 7 - 8 pm - Jesus’ Birth with John Villani 
 

December 6 from 7 - 8 pm - Art of Nativity with Terry Berger 
 

December 10 from 7 - 8 pm - Art of Nativity with Terry Berger 
 
View the full Confirmation Elective Course Catalog online at 
bit.ly/confirmationECC 
 
Please contact Pastor Sally with any questions at                                
PastorSally@holycrosschurch.org  

CONFIRMATION 
Ages 3 - 5th Grade  

All welcome to participate 

Crossroads  
High School Youth Group 

 
         

The Crossroads High School Youth Group 
gets together in community every other 
Sunday night. Along with fun games, we  
take some time out to share God's grace 
in our lives, as well as to discuss a new idea 
relevant to high school teenagers.  
 
The Crossroads High School Youth Group and parents have had an 
exciting year so far! See a recap of some of our past events on 
page 12. For more about the Crossroads High School Youth 
Group, please visit holycrosschurch.org/crossroads 
 
If you would like to join this group or have any questions, please 
contact Sarah Grayer at SarahGrayer@holycrosschurch.org 

Celebrate Wonder 
by Rev. Sally Hanson 

 
Join us as we Celebrate Wonder through the Advent Season! 
Each week we are growing with more and more participants!  
Carrie and Jamey Mack bless us with a musical gathering 
followed by an instructional video prepared by Pastor Sally 
and Dale Tippett, Jr. Our time together concludes with 
conversation, interactions and activities with Mrs. Mack and 
our youth and adult helpers. We would love for you to join 
us Sundays at 8:30am when Sunday School is scheduled.  
Each session runs approximately 30 minutes.  
 
Celebrate Wonder Session Themes: 
 
December 6 - Joseph’s Joy 
 

December 13 - Jesus Brings us Joy 
 

December 20 - Joyous News 
 

December 27 & January 3 - Winter Break 
 
Sunday School resumes January 10, 2021! 
 
If you miss a virtual session, the lesson video portion will be  
available to view for a week on the Holy Cross Sunday 
School Google Classroom. If you haven’t joined the                  
classroom yet, you can do so at the following link:  
bit.ly/sundayschoolGC            Classroom code: ksnvyua  
  
Questions? Or interested in helping out? Contact Pastor Sally at 
pastorsally@holycrosschurch.org 

Upcoming Sunday School Sessions via Zoom 
 

 

                       holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/99278276804 
 

December 6, 13 & 20 at 8:30 am 

Meeting Schedule 
 

Sunday, December 13 from 6:30 - 7:30 pm  
 

         via Zoom: holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/6481626713   

December Time is Christmas Time! We are in the process of 
planning some “out of the gift-box” fun for both youth and              
parents!  

https://bit.ly/confirmationECC
http://holycrosschurch.org/crossroads
mailto:SarahGrayer@holycrosschurch.org?subject=High%20School%20Youth%20Group
http://bit.ly/sundayschoolGC
mailto:pastorsally@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Celebrate%20Wonder%20Sunday%20School%20
https://holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/99278276804
https://holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/6481626713
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Crossroads  
 

High School Youth Group for 9th - 12th Grade Youth and their Parents. 

The Crossroads Purpose & Vision 
 
Our Purpose:  
To develop and sustain a vibrant and connected high school youth group by creating a safe space 
for spiritual growth, and real conversations to help the youth learn more about themselves, each 
other, and God’s Love.  
 
Our Mission:  
To build a foundation for life-long faith formation that is grounded in God the Trinity, connected 
to peers, supported by parents, and nurtured by congregational members. 

Connecting & Thriving!  
The Crossroads Youth both respect the COVID-19 restrictions and still finds ways to connect by having monthly Zoom meetings for 
the youth as well as monthly in-person activities that always include the parents.  
 
Most recently we have had a virtual scavenger hunt and a murder mystery… all on Zoom, and we had a “Not So Scarry But a Lot 
Messy” fall event that included fun with peanut butter, pumpkin carving, candy, and warm cider!  
 
Confirmation, and Reformation Cookies at Drive-in Worship!  
Our 9th graders got confirmed recently and many of our older youth showed their support by helping with the service. On 
Reformation Sunday the youth grouped baked over 150 Otis Spunkmeyer Cookies and passed them out to members who were 
waiting in their cars for the Drive-in Worship to begin.  
 
FYI: Living a Better Story 
Holy Cross was chosen to participate with 13 other churches in the wider Chicagoland area in the Fuller Youth Institute two-year              
co-hort called “Living a Better Story!” The FYI is a great organization, research trailblazer, and thought leader related to all things 
youth and family ministry. The Holy Cross team consists of 5 adults and 2 youth who meet with the other churches to share best 
practices and apply new methodologies. We are excited to introduce some new ministry opportunities in 2021! 

Crossroads Meeting Schedule: 

Hi, I’m Sarah Grayer. For those of you I have not had the opportunity to meet, yet, I am the Director of 
Youth & Family Ministry. This is a part-time position that grants me the opportunity to develop ministry 

opportunities with the high school youth and their parents. My husband Justin and I are also members of 
Holy Cross. I have a passion for youth and family ministry, connecting with teenagers, and am available 
to answer any questions or discuss any ideas you may have.  

Please connect with me at sarahgrayer@holycrosschurch.org  

December Time is Christmas Time! We are in the process of planning some “out of 
the gift-box” fun for both youth and parents! 
 
For the latest information on events, please visit HolyCrossChurch.org/crossroads  

Sunday, December 13  
6:30 - 7:30 pm  
via Zoom 

mailto:sarahgrayer@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Crossroads
http://holycrosschurch.org/crossroads
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Thursday, December 10 at 7:30 pm via firstpreslibertyville.org 
Virtual service hosted by First Presbyterian Church, Libertyville  

Have you thought about trying a new dish while out to dinner? Here are some suggestions: a Spicy Mayo Burger or Temptation 
Tacos, Amandine, Carpio Meatballs, Idella Croquettes or even Saucy Egg Rolls! They sound fabulously delicious, but there is 
something very special about these courses and that is their protein source comes from an invasive animal species—the Asian carp.    

In the US alone, research estimates of the 50,000 species present, 4,300 are invasive species. They are efficient in causing extinction 
of native plants and animals, reducing biodiversity, competing with native organisms for limited food sources and altering habitats. 
Albeit, these species are creatures of God. Do not consider them in a negative sense as it is not their fault they are removed from 
their natural habitat. God has put them on this earth for a reason and we should try to find respectful, resourceful and kind ways to 
manage their populations.   

There are two main factors why some species are ‘invasive.’ Firstly, it is due to catastrophic conditions such as flooding, hurricanes, 
etc. which relocate indigenous species to non-native areas. Secondly, it is man-caused. For example, people dump their pet pythons, 
due to extensive growth patterns, into the Everglades, a non-native habitat but the pythons are adaptable to that new habitat. This 
offsets the biodiversity equilibrium. The Asian carp were imported into the US during the 1960’s and 70’s for aquaculture farms 
near the Mississippi River. Unfortunately, flooding in that region released the carp into the Mississippi River, Ohio, Missouri, and 
Illinois rivers and their tributaries. 

There are four different species of carp locally, each: 

1. having voracious appetites threatening the plankton populations (base of food chain), consuming the vegetation along the 
riverbanks which depletes the native aquatic plant species or consuming mussels and shell species, which filter the pollutants 
out of rivers  

2. weighing up to 110 pounds and  
3. laying thousands of eggs.  
 

In Darwin’s terms, it is ‘survival of the species’ and this why the Asian carp have adapted in this area so successfully. The greatest 
fear is that the Asian carp will migrate into the Great Lakes and cause a decline in the native fish populations and threaten the                
multi-million dollar fishing industry. Currently, there are barriers in place such as electric barriers near Romeoville, construction of 
a channel at the Brandon Road Lock and Dam near Joliet, use of underwater speakers and a bubble curtain. Their populations are 
monitored by the IDNR Aquatic Nuisance Species program as well as the Fish and Wildlife Service. They monitor the entrances to 
the Great Lakes twice per year and there has not been any Asian carp found in the Great Lake to date!    

Several chefs in the Chicagoland area have developed an innovative idea to deal with these species and that is we should consume 
the Asian carp! Why not! This would reduce their population density maybe by 20% and we, as consumers of these Asian carp 
delicacies, would benefit from the high concentration of protein, Omega-3’s and iron. Their taste is mild and takes on the flavors of 
the seasonings with which it is prepared.  

There are several restaurants in Chicago which currently have carp on their menus, and it is a favorite. These restaurants include: 
Dirk’s Fish and Gourmet Shop in Lincoln Park (preparing carp dishes for over 10 years), Open Books in Pilsen and Unity Park in 
Logan Square. A new Chicago restaurant, Captain Morgan’s, slated to open soon, will premiere a host of new Asian carp recipes as 
well. A destination dinner for us at Holy Cross possibly.     

You can make a difference both sustainably and being conservation-minded! Please keep an open mind about invasive species—it is 
not their fault, but we must be thankful for them, in this case as a viable food source with their valuable dietary options. If this 
intrigues you, visit one of these restaurants and order one of these interesting carp dishes. Who thought you could make such a 
positive conservation impact and reduce your carbon footprint! Bon appetite everyone! 

Eating Conservationally-Minded 
by Therese Delli Paoli 

Image source: asiancarp.us 

First Light is a comforting evening vespers that brings hope and healing at the darkest time of year. The service moves us from 
our loss and lament to the light of God’s love that shines in the darkness. The Rev. Amy Heinrich will be assisted by Stephen 
Ministers in leading the service. Chapel Music Team leader Charles Murphy will provide music.  

https://www.firstpreslibertyville.org/
http://asiancarp.us
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Project Reindeer Rosebud 
by Therese Delli Paoli  

 

Because we are unable to host our annual Cookie Walk event to benefit the folks at Two Strike, 
we are hosting a fundraiser ‘Project Reindeer Rosebud’ to help us guide our way through the fog 
of Covid-19 to bring Christmas to every girl and boy (age or at heart!) at the Rosebud reservation. 
We will not be sending comforters this year, but have chosen two valuable ministries to support: 
The Tree of Life and Panther’s Clothes Closet. We are thrilled to be able to collaborate with these 
ministry partners to help bring hope and light amidst the fog to those at Rosebud! 

Holiday Gifts for COOL 
 

Thank you for your generous support of families and individuals in need in our community through our annual 
Giving Tree program with Holiday Gifts for COOL. Gift items benefit families in the COOL Transitional Housing 
program in Waukegan. If you chose a gift donation online, and did not return it to Holy Cross yet, please do so by 
Tuesday, December 1. Wrapped gifts should be marked and returned to the church office M-F, 9 am - 5 pm or on 
Sundays during Drive-In Worship at the main church entrance.  

 
Holiday Meal Boxes for COOL 
 

With the need this year being greater than ever, COOL Ministries is preparing to provide food assistance for the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays to thousands of people in Lake County. You can make a $20 donation 
towards a pre-made meal box. These boxes include items such as ham/turkey, gravy, stuffing, canned vegetables, 
cranberry sauce, cornbread mix or rolls, dessert, shelf stable milk/juice. Please donate by Sunday, December 13. 

 
Christmas at LSSI  
 

You can help make the holidays brighter for children served by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois' Intact North! LSSI's  
Children's Community Services supports families who are providing children a safe home. Your gift will help provide 
Christmas gifts and winter essentials such as gloves, hats, coats and boots. Donation deadline: Sunday, December 13. 

 
                         To support any of the Giving Tree causes, visit: HolyCrossChurch.org/givingtree 

R
 

Thank you for all the contributions we received so far. Your 
support is greatly appreciated! This is our 12th annual drive for 
our Rosebud families and your past donations have made a 
significant difference in the Lakota lives.  
 
Remember, if you make a donation, your name will be 
automatically entered into a drawing to win a $50 MainStreet 
Libertyville gift certificate as our thank you, in turn supporting 
our local community as well.   
       
Donations will be accepted through Sunday, December 13. 
The winner will be drawn on Wednesday, December 16, and 
notified shortly thereafter. You can make your donation online, 
follow along with our fundraising progress and share with family 
and friends on the following page:                

The Tree of Life is an organization 
serving Lakota families located on 
the Rosebud Reservation with 
food, clothing, and love.  They 
serve 300+ lunch meals per day. 
They are blessed to have enough food and 
clothing donations; however, they do not have 
enough food containers to serve the meals to 
those in need. They have asked us to provide a 
supply  of food containers so that they may        
continue their ministry. 
 
 
Panther’s Clothes Closet is                
located in and operated by the 
Rosebud Elementary School.   
They provide clothing and    
supplies to all of their students. 
The Panther’s Clothes Closet works in  
conjunction with Tree of Life if a family is 
short on food. They discretely assist their               
students with the necessities of life to be                  
successful students. No child is left behind or 
without. Holy Cross will be making a monetary 
donation to assist them in purchasing needed 
items.   

HolyCrossChurch.org/reindeer 

http://HolyCrossChurch.org/reindeer
http://HolyCrossChurch.org/reindeer
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Winter Self Care Series 
 

With days getting shorter, cold weather creeping 
in, holidays approaching, and increasing                      
concerns about the pandemic, we wanted to                 
provide you with comfort, care, and time for 
yourself by providing our Winter Self Care               
Series. Join us for this series of virtually based webinars 
that focus on caring for yourself during these stressful 
times. Winter Self Care Series webinars are free and open to 
all, including Willow House Families, Mental Health               
Professionals, First Responders, Community Partners, and 
anyone who may find these topics helpful. Register online 
at willowhouse.org/upcoming-events/ 
 

Using Expressive Arts to Connect with your Grief 
December 1 from 6:30 - 7:30 pm  

When a loved one dies, the last thing that a grieving person 
wants to happen is for their family member or friend to be   
forgotten. Using a creative outlet to connect with your                    
deceased loved one can be very beneficial and heart filling. 
This workshop will explore how to use the creative arts in your 
daily life as a way to continue the bond with your loved one 
you have lost. Please bring some paper and coloring materials 
to this interactive session! Coping skills will also be discussed. 
Presented by Willow House’s Program Director, Lauren               
Wozniak, LCPC, ATR.  
 

Coping with the Holidays 
December 10 from 6:30 - 7:30 pm  

Family and togetherness are key themes for the holidays. This 
can make it an especially difficult time for those who are     
grieving the loss of a loved one. With the added complexity of 
COVID-19, Willow House aims to provide practical guidelines 
and considerations for families as they cope with the holiday 
season. Presented by Willow House’s Kelsey Hoeper, LPC, 
NCC, CT.  

As you may imagine, the number of   
individuals and families who need  
assistance during these difficult times 
is increasing. COOL Food Pantry has changed                             
its operating procedures. COOL patrons come by appointment 
only to pick up already packaged food. The number of patrons 
has grown, and our monetary help is needed more than ever.  
To continue to help, you may donate online on our website at 
donate.holycrosschurch.org 

 

PADS is continuing to help house individuals at local hotels 
with safe housing options during the pandemic. Because of 
this, we are continuing to support their new model by using 
monetary donations for PADS to purchase needed items. If you 
would like to help, please donate online on our website at          
donate.holycrosschurch.org 

Olive Wood Gift Items Available 
by Patty Moyer 

 
Looking for unique gifts? We will not have our usual table of 
olive wood items from Bethlehem this year, but we are happy to 
arrange for sales and pick-up for anyone who wishes to make a 
purchase. We have many gift items available such as musical 
nativities, ornaments, crosses, candlesticks, honey dippers, 
figurines, and jewelry.  
 
Please contact Patty Moyer at patty@concertedsystems.com or 
(847) 502-3196 (cell) for more details. All the funds from the 
olive wood sales are sent to The Olivewood Project, a cooperative 
of Christian carvers in Bethlehem led by Michael Zoughbi.  
 
Michael and his wife Carmen have visited Holy Cross several 
times to speak about life in Bethlehem and have recently been on 
our prayer list as they recovered from Covid-19. 

Dear Friends in Christ at Holy Cross, 
 
It is with thankfulness that I send my greetings to you. And I say 
thank you once again for remembering our friends at Rosebud 
and your generosity to me as a friend all the many years we have 
been doing God’s work.  
 
“I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers 
for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership 
in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, 
that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” - Philippians 1:3-6  
 
I am very pleased that Project Reindeer Rosebud has happened 
with your gift to the children of Two Strike and the Rosebud 
Elementary School through our long time friend from Two 
Strike, Gayla Big Boy. Gayla has worked at this school for years 
and connected you with the school principal. That led to a very 
good relationship and a place where many children will be blest 
with your Christmas gift from Holy Cross.  
 
Inez Spotted Horse is bringing a meal to the children at St. 
Francis every two weeks. She serves them from her van. Setting 
up a table and serving people as they drive up. She has also 
given fleece comforters, hats and mittens to the children in Two 
Strike and St Francis as I have sent them to her. My Mission 
Leaders at Trinity Lutheran drive the ambulance at Rosebud 
Hospital every two weeks and take these gifts to the people for 
me from funds I have received from churches. This has been a 
great blessing to me. Amanda Kills Plenty, a young woman from 
Two Strike, and Inez have been so helpful to me when at this 
time it is almost impossible to go to the communities. There 
have been lockdowns at Rosebud several times because of 
Covid.  
 
And so it is with thanksgiving to God, to you and all those who 
help me and provide funds for these blessings to happen.  

Rosebud News 
by Dorothy Peterson, Lay Missionary from Trinity Lutheran 

Church Rapid City, South Dakota to Rosebud Reservation  

https://willowhouse.org/upcoming-events/
http://donate.holycrosschurch.org
mailto:patty@concertedsystems.com
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In addition to some of the traditional 
aspects of Christmas Eve worship that 
you have come to know in years past, 

we are planning some special                          
audio-visual content this year to  
make our Drive-In Christmas Eve               

services a memorable and rewarding 
experience. Please plan to join us! 

 

A Christmas Eve worship video                    
will also be posted on  

HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons  
 

Full Advent & Christmas schedule on page 2. 

Our annual Giving Tree provides holiday gifts, meals and 
winter essentials to members of our local community.                  

Details on page 14.  

There won’t be a 
Cookie Walk in 2020  
but you can still  
support the annual  
fundraiser for Rosebud!  
 
 

See page 14 for more information.  

Drive-In  
  Worship Join us for Drive-In 

Worship on Sundays 
in December at 9:30 
am in the Holy Cross  

parking lot. 

 
Schedule and details  

on page 6.  

http://holycrosschurch.org/sermons

