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Passing Jesus Around…
We have a new addition to our family. Our grandson was born towards
the end of August. We were not able to visit him in the hospital due to
the Covid-19 pandemic. When he came home with his parents, his
family was waiting to meet him. His grandparents, his aunt and his big
sister were gathered together. It was an amazing time as we each took
our turn holding him and looking into his eyes for the first time.
Everyone had their moment to say hello to Theodore Robert Davis.
That night, at home, trying to sleep, a memory from the past connected
with what we enjoyed as a family.
Years ago I spent 24 days in South Africa. It was a trip sponsored by the
Metro Chicago Synod and our companion synod of South Africa. It was
connected to a Habitat for Humanity International building project and the
Lutheran Church of South Africa. During the week we built homes in a township
and on the weekends we visited different churches. The hospitality of the members made us feel like we were
part of their families. I remember one Sunday in particular when we were visiting a church and I noticed that
during the worship service how a baby was being passed from one woman to the next. I asked about the practice
and one of the members shared the following.
Babies get fussy during the worship services that last longer than is our custom. So, the women pass their babies
down the rows, across the aisles, even in and out of the open doors to the crowds listening outside. When one
woman can’t comfort a crying baby, the child is passed to another woman to rock them and comfort them. I
watched as some women would bounce the baby on their knee. I recognized that each woman had a different
“touch” or approach. I was told that even sleeping babies are shared, so that more than one woman gets to feel
the calm of a sweet slumbering bundle of love and share her gifts with that child.
I can relate to such moments and feelings. In fact, we all can. I miss in person worship for a myriad of reasons.
Maybe by the time you read this we may have some opportunities planned for the future. In the meantime, we do
our best. On the last weekend of August I officiated at a wedding for one of our members who I have known
since they were three years old. On the same weekend I officiated at a baptism for an adult whose family had
their children enrolled in CrossWays Preschool a number of years ago. We also had a drive-in worship service on
a beautiful Sunday morning with Holy Communion.
What is the connection? I think about that Sunday experience in South Africa and our faith experiences. I
realized that the night our family met Theodore, the day of the wedding, the baptism, and the worship that we
were doing exactly what the women were doing in that South African church. Except, we were passing Jesus
around. I think that passing Jesus around means that we aren’t afraid to talk about Jesus and how God helps us
navigate through our moments in life. These are moments that are filled with a sense of fulfillment, surrender,
community, legacy and separation. However, as I think about these days, I realize that they are filled also with
division and distrust, chaos and uncertainty, crying and screaming, hoping and dreaming.
The effort to untangle the human words from the divine seems not only futile to me but also unnecessary, since
God works with what is. I believe that God uses whatever is usable in life, both to speak and to act. If we aren’t
careful and attentive we may miss the work of God’s spirit that sparks the human heart. Maybe we need to pass
Jesus around a little more often. I believe that when we pass Jesus around we have the opportunity to hold onto
the precious gift of God’s love and unconditional grace. It’s this love of God that defines us and reminds us that
everyone has value because we are all created in the “image of God.” Maybe in the act of passing Jesus around
we will remember that we are invited and encouraged to climb out of our old ruts, discover new ways of
respecting one another, and remember that no one is ever left alone.
A congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America

Peace,

2

A day of unity for the global Christian church.
Sunday, October 4 at 9:30 am
Drive-In Worship with Holy Communion

Drive-In
Worship

Celebrating Reformation: Wear the color red.
Sunday, October 25 at 9:30 am
Drive-In Worship with Holy Communion

Drive-In Worship
Dates: Sundays, October 4, 11, 18 & 25
Time: 9:30 am
Radio Frequency: FM 87.9

Rev. Dr. Robert A. Davis, Senior Pastor
Rev. Sally Hanson, Associate Pastor
Sarah Accettura, Administrative Coordinator
Janet Carr, Congregational Activities
Randall Casey, Director of Music
Carmen & Abel Cervantes, Custodians
Sarah Grayer, Director of High School Youth Ministry
Carrie Mack, Director of Youth Music Ministries
Beth Malecha, Handbell Choir Director
Steve Oelschlager, Director of Engagement and Generosity
Mike Price, Business Director
Jennifer Radtke, Nursery Attendant
Ellie Rautenbach, Congregational Communications
Manny Rivera, Property
Dale Tippett Jr., Director of Contemporary Music and
Director of Worship Technical Arts
Tom Zombolo, Property
Beth Ann Koenemann, Financial Administrator

Everyone is welcome to join us in the Holy Cross parking lot for worship
with Holy Communion and live music in a safe and socially distant manner.
You may choose to remain in your vehicle or bring a lawn chair to sit either
in your designated parking space or in one of the social circles near the
stage/band. Masks are required when you leave your vehicle. Please check
our website at holycrosschurch.org/sermons for each day’s support
material. As always with any outdoor event, the weather is a determining
factor.
We will continue to offer a recorded Sunday morning worship video on our
website, even on Drive-In Worship Sundays.

Sam Cooper, Director
Roxanne (Rocky) Kupfer, Assistant Director
Sonny Randall (President), Katie Ormson (Vice President),
Andy Eidson, Mick Garrison, Bill Miksch, Karl Nygard,
Amy Sekili, Jim Smalley, John Villani, Rich Yocius
Secretary, Terry Berger
Treasurer, Eric Ormson
Financial Secretary, Lori Fedyk
Sunday School Coordinators:
Felicia Brandt, age 3 - age 5/Kindergarten (Core Stories)
Patty Moyer & Teri Chadd, grades 1 - 5 (Deep Blue)
Altar Care: Julie Luczkiw
Greeters: Therese Delli Paoli
The Cross Connection, parish newsletter of Holy Cross
Lutheran Church, is published monthly and is available online
at HolyCrossChurch.org/newsletters. Articles should be
submitted by the 1st of the month to office@holycrosschurch.org

The following young people will have completed their Confirmation
coursework, had their faith interviews, and prayerfully decided to affirm the
faith of their baptisms.
Liam Bradley Cordes

Jaimie Ruth Marquardt

Austin Eugene Drover

Stella Grace Meyer

Evan Thomas Dunbar

Keegan Patrick Murphy

Logan Skyler Georgia

Nathan Michael Phillips

Catherine Gordon

Rosemary Ellen Scarpelli

Sarah Elizabeth Gutowski

Emily Virginia Towson

Ryan Joseph Harris

Lilly Lorraine Treutelaar

Michaela Mary Lettow

Ashley Vollen
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Midweek
Visual Devotional Video

Rediscovering Your ‘Why’?
by Rev. Sally Hanson

Short Films for Discovery and Transformation. New video posted
every Wednesday in October.

Holy Cross’ vision statement is “providing strength for the faith
journey” because we believe our faith is a work in progress
throughout our lives. This Midweek Visual Devotional Video
resource is offered with the hope that as people of faith, we
continue to experience the abundance and freedom of God’s
love and grace.
The word “liturgy” is defied through its Greek word
“leitourgia,” which is a word that describes “the work of the
people” that happens through worship, ritual, service, and
prayer. Liturgy is often associated with traditional church
Sunday worship with its seasonal and annual three-year calendar
rhythm. It is part of the connective tissue that helps people all
over the world join as the “one body that is the church.”
This devotional resource is comprised of short videos that
behave as visual poetry, prayer, and blessing. They are offered
as interpretive and contemplative pieces with the hope that a
real connection grows between our daily life and a sense of the
sacred and holy. By availing yourself of this weekly offering we
hope your imagination is activated, and you are inspired to
dream and co-create with God.
Due to the “terms of agreement for usage” with the video
resources, we are able to provide this only through a password
protected platform. To view each of the Midweek Visual
Devotional Videos, please use the following link on/after the
dates listed below:
HolyCrossChurch.org/midweek-devotional
Password: kindness

Weekend

Visual Faith Practice

Our Weekend Visual Faith Practice will continue in October. As
before, a new image along with scripture and a reflection
question to enhance a spiritual life will be offered every weekend
on our website at HolyCrossChurch.org/wvfp

This summer I dove deeper into Simon Sinek’s Start with Why and
Discovering Your Why with a partner who wanted to explore the
same interior work as I did and to have the accountability of someone
to talk things through with. If you are interested in learning more
about this process or the work of Simon Sinek, I encourage you to
find his TED talk Start with Why. It’s worth the 5 minutes.
In essence though, why do you do what you do? What is your
motivation? These are core questions that we as humans often
grapple with, yet sometimes we fail to ask the deeper questions to
really understand what we are getting at.
In recent conversations with a variety of age groups, I asked a
question around motivation and faith. Why do you act or behave the
way you do? The overwhelming answer was because I want to be a
good person. Great answer! But why? Why do you want to be a good
person? This is where the puzzled looks began. We had hit the point
where we hadn’t dug any deeper because this answer had always
sufficed. Why? No really, why? Why do you want to be a good
person and what does being a Christian have to do with being a good
person? Sure, we want to imitate Christ but how can we imitate
Christ’s behaviors and actions if we can’t articulate His why, let
alone our why? So why do you do what you do?
Our Lutheran theology tells us that we don’t have to do things to earn
salvation - that is a free gift. But with this gift comes responsibility
and response. Our response to the gift of faith is to respond as Christ
did to the world—with love. Love is our motivating force that fills
our why. Why do we strive to be good people? To show Christ’s love
to the world through word and action. If we are just good people who
don’t attach our motivations and why to our faith, then why do we
claim the title of Christian? If God is not a part of our why, what’s
the point? This level of depth is something we all strive for—to
understand God more fully, to pray for God to be revealed to us and
to attach our motivation of existence to our why of faith, and then
respond out of love.
So what’s your why? Love can look a variety of ways; compassion,
social justice, peacemaking, humility, mercy, etc. How does your
why influence your behaviors, actions and attitudes? If you aren’t
sure what your why is, I invite you to spend some time discerning
what that might be. I am happy to ponder this with you and will be
praying for you. Spend time in the scripture; spend time in prayer;
spend time exploring different spiritual practices…spend time
discovering your why.

In Deepest Gratitude
Dear Members of Holy Cross,
Thank you to all of you who have reached out in care and concern
after the death of my brother. I sincerely appreciate all of your love
and support during this difficult time.
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Why Church Community Builder?
Holy Cross regularly connects to more than 3,500 people through
physical mail, email, texting, and phone calls. We do this to keep
people like you aware of worship services, faith formation
opportunities, small groups, and ministries to serve those beyond
our congregation. Between phone numbers, email and home
addresses, family members, donations, and your tastes and
preferences, we try to keep track of tens of thousands of data
bits—no easy task by any means.

The Science of Generosity
by Steve Oelschlager

Holy Cross is dependent on your generosity. Everything that
happens because of our congregation, the vision and mission we
try to live into are only possible because of the investments you
continue to make. Suppose you like the idea of promoting the
values of Jesus, passing on the faith to younger generations,
fostering healthy community, and working to make the world a
better place for all people. In that case, Holy Cross is a logical
recipient of your generosity.
I want to suggest that in addition to all these impactful reasons to
give, there's another crucial dimension to your generosity that
needs mentioning: it's beneficial to you. Jesus was pretty clear
that he wanted something for us when he promoted lifestyles of
kindness, hospitality, and generosity. Jesus promised a sense of
meaning and purpose and fulfillment, calling this way of living,
the life that truly is life. Social science is now able to confirm
that what Jesus was saying is, in fact, true.
Would it surprise you that generosity has strong associations
with psychological and physical health, well-being, vitality,
quality of life, and self-esteem? Are you aware that engaging in
small acts of kindness makes the people doing those deeds feel
happy? Did you know that generosity in the workplace reduces
burnout, and that generosity fuels contentment and longer-lasting
romantic relationships? There are a whole host of reasons that
pro-social behavior is a win-win strategy for how to live life,
benefiting others as it also rewards the giver. This is the kind of
abundance that Jesus inspired and multiplied in his ministry.
If you would like to learn more about the "science of
generosity," please check out this eighty-page report at
bit.ly/ScienceGenerosity from the John Templeton Foundation.
The PDF provides a high-level overview of more than 350
studies and meta-studies published in nearly 200 refereed
publications between 1971 and 2017.
Thank you for your continued support and generosity. May it
bless your life just as it makes good things happen through Holy
Cross.
Without your gifts of participation, leadership and financial
support, we wouldn’t be the same or have the impact that we
do. To continue your financial support of the ministries of
Holy Cross, we encourage you to move your giving to online
giving through our website at donate.holycrosschurch.org or
on the GivePlus app.

With this challenge in mind, we recently moved to a new
member management system, Church Community Builder
(CCB). Accessible on the Holy Cross website, we hope you
might help us keep current on what we need to know about you
to serve you best. Using CCB and setting up an account is not a
requirement, only an invitation for a better link between Holy
Cross and you and your family.
Watch for more information in the months ahead as we expand
CCB into our groups, events, participants, volunteers, and
communications. We will be notifying Holy Cross members in
waves to join CCB with a username and password. We expect to
have a short video you can watch to demo how you can use the
system to keep your information current and find groups and
events of interest.
If you are open to giving it a try, we think it will be valuable to
you and Holy Cross. If you are already intrigued and consider
yourself an "early adopter," you can request an account today by
going to the Holy Cross website at HolyCrossChurch.org and
clicking on the "Sign In" link at the top right corner. When the
login window appears, click the "Request Account" link in the
screen's left-middle. You will receive an email from the Holy
Cross office, usually within one business day, with additional
instructions. Please reach out to Steve Oelschlager at
steve@holycrosschurch.org if you have any questions.

Donate through AmazonSmile
AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know—
same products, same prices, same service. It just
uses the money saved on advertising to help
fund donations to charitable organizations.
Setting up automatic donations is easy. Visit smile.amazon.com
or use the Amazon app before you shop and select Holy Cross
Lutheran Church as your charitable organization. If using a
browser, bookmark smile.amazon.com to create a shortcut to
quickly return to AmazonSmile every time you shop at Amazon
and 0.5% of your purchase amount will be donated.
This is an easy and wonderful way
that you can support Holy Cross’
ministry and work in
our community
during these
trying times.
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Acquisitions
by Randy Casey

Regular readers of my column may recall that I recently had a
slight disagreement with my German tutor over my acquisition of
the New Testament in German, Italian and English from a hotel
room in Rome, Italy. She insisted that I had “stolen” it, while I
declared that I had “taken” it. Frankly, it did not occur to me at the
time to point out to her that the book had been placed there by
Gideons International who almost wanted you to take it in the first
place. I probably could have bungled through some sort of
explanation in German about what Gideons International is, but
my failure to do so led to a fascinating exchange anyway.
I have two other books here from Europe which I also did not pay
for, but which I do recall asking permission to take. One is a Book
of Common Prayer from St. Mary’s Church of Killarney, Ireland.
The local rector gave me permission to bring it home and I treasure
it if only because some of the prayers of the Anglican Church are
so lovely and because I like the Celtic Cross on its cover. The
beauty of Ireland is manifest not only in its countryside but also in
its literature. The prayer book in my living room reminds me of
that heritage.
Another book I obtained for free is a hymnal from the Castle
Church in Wittenberg, Germany, acquired after a pertinent
conversation with Sarah Herzer. St. Thomas Church, Leipzig,
streamed worship services virtually starting in March. During
those broadcasts one or both of its organs were featured as was the
singing of hymns by singers socially distanced. The hymn numbers
were given on the television screen and it was quite nice having a
German hymnal to follow along.
Another very distinctive book resides in my library and my
acquisition of it was actually very straightforward. The book in
question is a full score of the Bach St Matthew Passion, published
in Leipzig, with a forward in German dated February, 1929. A
visitor to my place might think that I found it in Leipzig or
Weimar or some other city where Bach lived. The truth, however,
is that I found it in a used book store in Evanston with a price tag
on it of $5. I paid the $5 and left the store as quickly as my feet
would carry me for fear that the store would charge me $500 for it,
which I actually would have paid. The first performance of the St
Matthew Passion happened on Good Friday of 1727 at St. Mark’s
Church, Leipzig, with Bach himself leading the two choirs and
orchestras called for in his score. Sensing its greatness however,
Bach fashioned a carefully constructed version of the work during
the final decade of his life that new resides in a library in Berlin.
One of the great ironies of Bach’s life is that although his music is
played worldwide, he himself was born, lived and died within
Germany. Nevertheless, his musical curiosity compelled him to
collect scores from Italy, France, Holland and elsewhere. The
Prince of Anhalt-Cothen, for whom Bach worked for a while, was
apparently happy to bring back tomes from his royal travels for his
erudite employee. In this way Bach acquired books and scores
which were found in his personal library at his death in 1750.
I have never claimed to be J.S. Bach. However, it does seem to me
that in acquiring various items from different countries that I am
following in the great man’s footsteps. The beauty of these finds is
that they are so random. I like the idea of “random.” It makes me
think that someone in the autumn or even winter of his or her life
can experience serendipity. It compels one to wonder about what
things, or even people, might come to enrich one’s life.

Kimberly Konigseder
Sunday, August 30
Owen Terrence Dooley
son of Sean and Jessica Dooley
Saturday, September 12

Kyle Erchinger & Serina Flores
Saturday, August 29

Delores Vojtko

Saturday, September 12

Thomas Bose

Friday, September 18

Date: Monday, October 19
Time: 6:30 - 8:30 pm
Topic: Hope… Walking the Way
Charlotte & Robert Foss
holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/92610537947
July 7, 2020
Hope is such a powerful concept—it’s a key theme in the
Christian faith experience. But what does hope look like in
practice? What does it feel like and sound like? What does it
do?
Hope is about the long haul. Hope is robust and muscular
and ferocious and long-suffering. Hope never gets so
cynical that it can’t be surprised. Hope finds and names God
in the world’s most desolate places. Hope kneels on hard
ground and yearns without shame. Hope ponders and
meditates and ruminates. Hope gets in apathy’s face and
says, “No. Not good enough. Try again.” Hope sits in the
darkness—out-waiting torture, humiliation, crucifixion, and
death—until finally a loving and grace filled God shows up
and calls us by name.
We can live with this faith and hope—not because of our
own worthiness, not because we claim a pre-ordained
privilege or a connection to a religious tradition, not
because we are good religious people, and, not because we
are so strong and resilient. Rather, because of what God is
able to do for us and through us, what God is able to do for
you and through you. We discover the gift of hope in those
moments when we realize we are known and still loved.
Hope is powerful and life-giving.
Men (21+), we look forward to fellowship and conversation.
Please check our website for any updates to this event at
holycrosschurch.org/virtualmeetings
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Virtual Opportunities for Relational and Small Group Ministries
The majority of our in-person gatherings for small group and relational ministries remain canceled or are being held online. We encourage
you to continue to be in contact with the members of your different groups or to explore new groups. It is important to still have community
in these times. If you are in need of contact information for someone in your group, please feel free to reach out to the church office staff at
office@holycrosschurch.org or at (847) 367-4060.
Some groups are offering virtual meetings via Zoom, by phone or in Facebook groups. New participants are always welcome! Please see
below or check the Virtual Events and Gatherings page on our website for updates, meeting dates and times and the links to connect to the
meetings at holycrosschurch.org/virtualmeetings
Questions about Zoom? Contact Steve Oelschlager at steve@holycrosschurch.org
Meets online

Announcing Even More Learning Opportunities
Holy Cross is at work to bring more learning your way through shared classes with other congregations. This means we may have members
from other congregations joining us for our courses and groups just as we might participate in their events. With Zoom and virtual
connections, all sorts of new possibilities exist. To see a list of partnered events, visit holycrosschurch.org/virtualmeetings

via Zoom. Register here: bit.ly/DearChurch091320
Join us for the final sessions of a guided reading group facilitated by Holy Cross member Carol Dikelsky
for conversations about the themes explored in Lenny Duncan’s book, Dear Church: A Love Letter from
a Black Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in the U.S. Duncan is a black, queer ELCA pastor who is
a nationally recognized writer, speaker, preacher, thinker, and agitator who has centered most of his
theological work in the task of dismantling white supremacy in the Christian community. Our discussion
has been thought provoking and there is much to share. We have added an additional session on Sunday,
October 11 and have adjusted the reading assignments accordingly.
October 4
October 11

Part 2: Grace is an Ever-Widening Circle
Part 3: The Church Can Lead the Way

Participant books are available to pick up at the church office. To request a book, please complete this
form: bit.ly/bookDEARCHURCH

holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/92610537947
Hope is such a powerful concept—it’s a key theme in the Christian faith experience. But what does hope
look like in practice? What does it feel like and sound like? What does it do?
Men (21+) please join us for fellowship and conversation. More details about this event is on page 5.
Please check our website closer to the event date for any updates at holycrosschurch.org/virtualmeetings

holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/97238891441

Women’s
Discussion
Group

Everyone needs an opportunity to connect… even without a book to discuss. Each session, Pastor Sally
will pose a question or topic of the day for discussion or display a short video for reflection as a group.
The October session will focus around reconnecting with one another and exploring transition. As the fall
leaves begin to turn color and drop, what are some things you’ve outgrown in your life that you are ready
to let drop? What do those transitions look like and how are they going?
We will be meeting the first Tuesday of each month.
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via Zoom. Please register: bit.ly/dialoguesRACE
At Holy Cross, we recognize that discussions about racism are difficult topics that require safe and
respectful moments to have thoughtful conversations as people of faith. This series will utilize a
discussion book published by Sparkhouse, and each week we will discuss a weekly topic, watch a video
featuring a leading voice, and share our thoughts and ideas with each other. Each session will end with a
check in and prayer. Our goals and hopes are that you build lasting relationships as you share your
thoughts with one another, and engage in respectful conversation about local and worldwide issues. We
hope that you feel like this is a place where you can have difficult conversations, hearing others’ thoughts,
and ultimately turning conflict into community.
Participant books are available for pick up at the church office. To request a book, please fill out this
form: bit.ly/bookRACE

holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/91424390241

Book Club

This month, the book club is discussing Resistance Women by Jennifer Chiaverini. Resistance Women is a
story to sink into, to relax and explore, to worry, to feel, and to think. Would you do the same thing these
three women did? The book is thoughtful, thought-provoking, powerful, and inspiring. The author's note
including information on the real people is not to be missed! If you have any questions, email Felicia
Brandt at felicia.s.brandt@gmail.com

zoom.us/j/301891517
This group is for men of faith to come together throughout the year to share their faith and thoughts about
topics that are challenging. All welcome. We are using the material Dialogues On: Race to engage in
respectful and challenging conversations about racism. Participant books will be available for pick up at
the church office. Request a book here: bit.ly/bookRACE Questions? Contact steve@holycrosschurch.org

holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/97264327783
College students, please gather via Zoom on the second Monday of every month to catch up with friends
(and the pastors!) We hope this will be a time for students to breathe, support each other as they navigate
online classes and campus closures, and think about what faith looks like right now. We hope you can
join us to reconnect and take a study break! Contact Hannah Oelschlager at (847) 502-5006 or Sam
Randall (408) 614-4981 with any questions.

holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/97269565972

Grounded
in Grace

In Marcus Borg’s Beyond Belief, a DVD series surrounding the thoughts and work of Lutheran pastor,
theologian, speaker, and writer Marcus Borg, we are invited to engage in thinking alongside Borg who spent
his adult life contemplating who Jesus is, and what faith is all about. This all resulted in insightful perspectives
and more than a few challenges to how many of us learned the faith. Come share your experiences and unpack
some of the thinking that you’ve always known to be true and how your experiences have been the same or
different than others. Our third lesson, Followers of the Way, is inspired by Borg’s non-violent world view.
“God's dream for the earth is for a world of justice (meaning primarily economic justice) and peace. And the
way to justice and peace, in terms of Jesus' own message and incarnation, is the path of non-violent resistance
to oppression and an affirmation of a non-violent world. That's one way of talking about…following the
Way of Jesus.”- Marcus Borg
Questions? Contact Pastor Sally at PastorSally@holycrosschurch.org

To join this group, please contact Jodi Zombolo at (224) 595-8573. Pilates will meet in person in the
Fellowship Area. Please wear a mask at all times.
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CrossWays Preschool

Celebration! Childcare

by Samantha Cooper, Director of Early Childhood Ministries

Preschool In Full Swing
As we are past the first month of school, the children have
adjusted to the new protocols that have come with the pandemic.
Teachers have been enjoying spending time with new friends and
old friends as well. CrossWays is still taking open enrollment for
their Monday/Wednesday/Friday Twos and Threes class and
Tuesday/Thursday Fours class.
CrossWays Preschool will have a virtual tour video coming soon!
For our fall service project, CrossWays Preschool and
Celebration! Childcare will be participating in a diaper drive
through the Diaper Bank Partnership of Lake County. The Diaper
bank was started to help fill the need of low income families who
need assistance. Diapers are distributed free of charge to a variety
of food pantries and other agencies across Lake County. Diapers
in sizes 4, 5 and 6 will be collected for the month of October. You
can drop off donations at the entrance of either CrossWays
Preschool or Celebration! Childcare. Thank you for your help
supporting our community!

Donate during the month of October
Diaper sizes needed: Sizes 4 - 6
Full or partial packages of diapers accepted
Collection bins are set up at the entrances to Crossways
Preschool and Celebration! Childcare for donation during
school hours or during Drive-In Worship.
CrossWays Preschool: M-F from 9 am - 11:30 am
Celebration! Childcare: M-F from 6:30 am - 6 pm
Drive-In Worship: Sundays, 9:30 - 10:30 am
Thank you for your generosity!

Harvest Happenings
Celebration! Childcare is in full swing into the fall school year!
New to this year is our Remote Learning Care classroom for
school age children. Students have been able to have a safe space
to work on their e-learning through their school districts while their
parents have to go to work. Each student is able to independently
study and learn on their devices during school hours. It took some
time to get into a routine, but the children are doing a fabulous job!
With fall upon us, we will begin participating in our fun activities!
Children will be observing the changing of leaves and cooling
weather. At the end of September, children participated in their
vision and hearing screening. We are planning for Celebration!
Childcare and CrossWays Preschool students to take holiday
photos! Although trick or treating does not look the same this year,
the children are still able to dress up and have a classroom party!
I am delighted to share with you our new Virtual Tour video of
Celebration! Childcare. The video is posted on our website at
cchildcare.org/virtual-tour and we invite anyone who has an
interest in learning about our wonderful program to take a look!

Celebration!
Childcare

Full day care for school age children and
monitoring during remote learning. Lunch
and 2 snacks included. Access to
socialization and outdoor activities.
Fee
3 days per week: $220
4 days per week: $288
5 days per week: $300
Details at cchildcare.org

crossways@holycrosschurch.org
(847) 367-4367
cpreschool.org

CrossWays
Preschool

Celebration!
Childcare

celebration@holycrosschurch.org
(847) 367-6208
cchildcare.org
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CONFIRMATION
Ages 3 - 5th Grade
We feature open enrollment - your child may enroll year-round.

Celebrate Wonder
by Rev. Sally Hanson

This fall we group with the Deep Blue kids program we have
been utilizing these last few years, as they grow into their
virtual curriculum Celebrate Wonder. Celebrate Wonder
offers online Sunday School and will be available most
Sunday mornings via Zoom. These meetings are open to all
students age 3 through 5th grade, and are hosted by Mrs.
Mack and other adult or youth helpers.
Each session begins with conversation and peer engagement
facilitated by Mrs. Mack, followed by music with Mrs.
Mack. After this part of the session, a video is shared
featuring the Bible story of the day, videos of the story, and
a teacher teaching the lesson. The session conclude with
Mrs. Mack bringing the children together for final comments
and prayer. These virtual sessions last 30 to 40 minutes.
The October Sunday School lessons are grounded in the
book of Genesis and its early characters.
October 4 - God Creates People
October 11 - God Creates Helpers
October 18 - Abraham & Sarah
October 25 - God’s Promise to Abraham
If you miss a virtual session, the lesson video portion will be
available to view for a week on the Holy Cross Sunday
School Google Classroom. If you haven’t joined the
classroom yet, you can do so at the following link:
bit.ly/sundayschoolGC Classroom code: ksnvyua
Questions? Or interested in helping out? Contact Pastor Sally at
pastorsally@holycrosschurch.org

6th - 8th Grade Confirmation
Confirmation is off and running! We continue to expand our
Confirmation Electives Course Catalog (view the catalog online
at holycrosschurch.org/virtualmeetings under Confirmation) and
register for the electives online in Church Community Builder.
Small group leaders are becoming more familiar with the Church
Community Builder platform and are able to contact their
student/families directly. Elective Matrix forms are also available
at holycrosschurch.org/virtualmeetings under Confirmation.
Please contact Pastor Sally with any questions at
PastorSally@holycrosschurch.org
Class Schedule:
Large Group: Sunday, October 4, November 1
Small Group: October 18, November 8
(All confirmation group gatherings and electives through
December 2020 will be held virtually via Zoom.)
holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/94379688512

Affirmation of Baptism Service
Saturday, October 24 at 4 pm
The confirmation service is a milestone for many of our 9th
graders who now have studied, learned and grew in their faith
over the last 3 years. This year, like in everything else in our
world, is unique and therefore so will be our Affirmation of
Baptism service.
We are moving our service to Saturday, October 24 at 4 pm. This
will be a drive-in service, weather permitting. Pictures for the
confirmands will begin at 2:30 pm. We are asking that every
student have their photo taken to create a composite class photo
due to social distancing. Confirmands will be spaced out in the
front of the cars and families are invited to remain in their
vehicles for the duration of the service.
In the event of inclement weather, we will move the service indoors to the sanctuary. Each confirmand will be allowed six guests
due to social distance and capacity restrictions. This decision will
be made based on the weather forecast with every effort made to
hold this service outside allow for more guests and congregational
participation.

Crossroads High School Youth Nights
Sunday, October 4 at 6:30 pm via Zoom
holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/6481626713
Sunday, October 18 from 4:30 - 6 pm
In person - church parking lot
Upcoming Sunday School Sessions
holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/99278276804
October 4, 11, 18 & 25 at 8:30 to 9:15 am

The Crossroads High School Youth Group gets together for nights
of community and fun! We take some time out each evening to
share how God's grace has impacted us, as well as to discuss a new
and relevant theme each month. In person meetings are weather
permitting. If you have any questions, please contact Sarah Grayer
at SarahGrayer@holycrosschurch.org
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Lutheran Disaster Response
Lutheran Disaster Response brings God’s hope,
healing and renewal to people whose lives have
been disrupted by disasters in the United States
and around the world. When the dust settles and
the headlines change, Lutheran Disaster Response
stays to provide ongoing assistance to those in need.
Lutheran Disaster Response collaborates with other disaster
response organizations and religious entities in the United States
and around the world. This enables the greatest stewardship of
resources and maximum impact of response. They are a welcome
partner because they respect the perspectives and strengths of
others.
They recognize that every disaster is local. Because of this, they
believe every response needs to be rooted in the community; they
work to accompany that community from immediate relief
through long-term recovery. In their international work they
partner closely with companion churches and other Lutheran and
ecumenical relief agencies to make sure local needs are being
addressed and met. In the United States, they work through their
extensive affiliate network and other partners to address these
same concerns.
Lutheran Disaster Response strives to help the church continue to
be church in the midst of disaster—following Christ’s call to
bring hope and healing to our neighbor in need. Some key areas
of work are listed below.
•
•
•
•
•

Providing emotional and spiritual care for people who have
been affected by a disaster and for leaders who respond to a
disaster
Coordinating volunteers through our local affiliates
Assisting refugees in a holistic way by meeting the varied
needs of the community
Promoting disaster risk-reduction by helping communities
build their assets thereby reducing the effects of likely
disasters
Providing long-term recovery efforts by addressing the
unmet needs months or even years after a disaster strikes

U.S. Wildfires
The Situation: Fueled by a heat wave and unfavorable winds,
wildfires have erupted across California, Oregon, Washington
and other western states. At least 20 people have died, hundreds
of thousands of people are under evacuation orders and more than
3.5 million acres have burned across the three states. Some
evacuees face the difficult decision of whether to stay in a shelter
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Response: Lutheran Disaster Response is engaging with at
least three Lutheran social services agencies and five synods to
assess the situation and determine the best ways to respond. They
expect immediate needs may include food and other necessities,
as well as emotional and spiritual care for those who have been
traumatized.

Coronavirus Disease 2019

The situation: Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), a new
respiratory infection, has been declared a pandemic by the World
Health Organization (WHO). So far, more than 27 million people
around the world have tested positive for COVID-19, and more
than 800,000 people have died, according to WHO.
The response: Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) is responding to
this pandemic here in the United States and around the world.
Since January 2020, they have supported 45 responses in 34
countries around the world, plus five global responses, that
address a wide range of needs, from supplying personal protective
equipment and medical equipment; to provision of food and other
necessary supplies; to water, sanitization and hygiene and
awareness education. Additionally, 28 synods and three social
ministry organizations have received LDR support for
congregational feeding ministries, such as food pantries, hot meal
delivery and meal distribution.

Hurricane Response
The situation: Hurricane Laura, a powerful Category 4 storm, has
hit Louisiana and parts of Texas with devastating force, causing at
least three deaths, major damage and leaving hundreds of
thousands without power. With extremely dangerous storm surge
and winds of at least 150 mph, it’s one of the most powerful
storms to hit the area in a century, and it left widespread
destruction in its wake. Before the storm arrived, thousands had to
evacuate. Given the complexities caused by COVID-19,
sheltering those impacted will be a challenge.
The response: Lutheran Disaster Response is engaging with
Lutheran Social Services Disaster Response (Upbring) and the
Northern Texas-Northern Louisiana, Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast
and Southwestern Texas synods, which are assessing the
immediate needs and initiating a response. While the extent of the
damage is not yet known, they will accompany devastated
communities from immediate relief through long-term recovery.
This is their commitment as a church.
What you can do: Please pray for the affected communities. May
God's healing presence give them peace and hope in their time of
need. Pray that God will deliver comfort to those who mourn and
strength to those working diligently to care for affected
communities.
Give: Make a general donation to Lutheran Disaster Response so
they can respond to disasters whenever and wherever they strike.
elca.org/disaster
Connect: To learn more about the ELCA’s disaster response visit
elca.org/disaster

World Hunger
By providing immediate relief to those who are
hungry, ELCA World Hunger meets basic needs
and recognizes the universal human right to food.
But ending hunger is about more than food. By connecting people
with the resources they need to produce food and gain access to
clean water, education, health care and sources of income, longterm, sustainable change can be accomplished. To support ELCA
World Hunger, donation envelopes will be included in the
bulletin for Drive-In Worship on Sunday, October 4 or visit
elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/ELCA-World-Hunger
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COVID-19 Grief Support
Willow House provides grief support services
to children, families, schools and communities
coping with the death of a loved one. We
understand that for those grieving during
COVID-19, a sense of isolation and uncertainty
can compound the already challenging feelings of grief.

As you may imagine, the number of
individuals and families who need
assistance during these difficult times
is increasing. COOL Food Pantry has changed its operating
procedures. COOL patrons come by appointment only to pick
up already packaged food. The number of patrons has grown,
and our monetary help is needed more than ever.

Additionally, our team is available by phone at (847) 236-9300
during our normal office hours, 9 am - 4 pm.

To continue to help, you may donate online on our website at
donate.holycrosschurch.org

If you know of any children, teens, parents, and families that
can benefit from Willow House’s free services, please let them
know where they can contact Willow House. Families can
begin the process for registering for any of the programs below
by registering online, calling (847) 236-9300 or emailing
info@willowhouse.org

Waukegan to College: 2020
Celebration of First Generation Success
This year, Waukegan to College will
bring the stories of their extraordinary
family of scholars directly into your
living room on Friday, November 6
at 7:30 pm during their annual
Celebration of First Generation
Success.
The virtual format will enable
scholars to tell their stories in a deeper and more compelling
fashion. You will come away with a much clearer picture of how
your contribution actually is put to work. And, of course, the
dollars that you might have previously spent on purchasing tickets
to the fundraiser can form a voluntary donation instead, and
therefore go directly into the operating fund of the organization.
(There is no cost to participate in the celebration. Donations are
completely voluntary.)
Register before October 23, and you can expect to receive a gift
basket full of delicious treats and a free raffle entry. Zoom link
and additional details to follow closer to the event date. Please
register today and invite your family, friends, and colleagues to
join as well at waukegantocollege.org/events/

Boy Scout Troop #194

Pumpkin Sale
Sunday, October 18

Holy Cross parking lot
after 9:30 am Drive-In Worship
(Remember to wear your mask.)

After years of faithful service to the clients and programs
of PADS Lake County, Pat and Chuck Chianelli are
"retiring"! Pat and Chuck have provided coordination,
shopping and delivery service throughout their tenure with
this project and we are so grateful for all that they have done
on behalf of Holy Cross. Peg Chartier will continue to serve
as coordinator for this program and questions about PADS or
how you can be involved with this ministry may be directed
to Peg or to the church office at office@holycrosschurch.org
PADS is continuing to help house individuals at local hotels
with safe housing options during the pandemic. Because of
this, we are continuing to support their new model by using
monetary donations for PADS to purchase needed items. If
you would like to help, please donate online on our website at
donate.holycrosschurch.org

Lake Michigan Water,
Water Everywhere
by Marge Stueckemann

Lake Michigan water levels can vary by a huge number from
year to year. But recently the lake's sharp swing from record
lows to record highs in 6 years has lake front managers
wondering if this is the new normal. In the past decade, more
intense storms and the greatest rate of change in a century have
found the normal shore protections unable to work for these
extreme conditions. The high lake levels have erased many of
the beaches such as Lloyd Beach in Winnetka, largely washed
away. One remedy is for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to
dredge the Waukegan harbor to allow the passage of
commercial vessels. This sand will be moved by barge to shore
up the beaches in Evanston, Glencoe, Lake Bluff and North
Chicago. These municipalities were able to apply for a grant to
receive the sand. However, it is obvious that this is a really
short-term solution to a situation that is happening all along the
Chicago area shoreline.

Roadside Cleanup
Members of BSA Troop 194 have partnered with Holy Cross to
help lead our Adopt A Highway Roadside Cleanup sessions.
Congregation members and youth (ages 10+) are encouraged to
attend on Sunday, October 11 at noon to live out our faith and
make a difference in our community. Please bring a mask.
Work gloves, safety vests and tools provided.
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Virtual Events and Gatherings
We may be distant, but we are still meeting online! See pages 6 - 7 for information
about various small groups and discussion series opportunities for you to join and
participate in. See page 9 for youth ministry events.
All links to virtual events and meetings are also posted on our website at
HolyCrossChurch.org/virtualmeetings

Sunday Virtual
Worship Schedule
View online at
HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons
on October 4, 11, 18 & 25

Drive-In
Worship
Sunday, October 4

October 4, 11, 18 & 25 at 9:30 am
More information on page 2.

Monday, October 19
at 6:30 pm via Zoom.

Hope...Walking the Way
See page 5 for more details.

Sunday School
ages 3 - 5th grade

Sundays at 8:30 am via Zoom
See page 9.

Sunday, October 25
Details on page 2.

