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Noise Versus Clarity 
 

What do you think we need more of these days? Noise? Clarity? It 
is an interesting perspective. I suppose one determinant of how you 
might respond to that question depends on definitions.  
 

Noise… My days are filled with conversations, laughter, tears, 
questions, quandaries and the hunger for answers that will survive 
the test of time. We grieve the loss of absolutes. We desire truth that 
fits into the habits, rituals, routines and convenience of our lives. 
There is so much noise these days from so many different sources 
that it is becoming more difficult to differentiate between the clarity 
that speaks to life and abundance and the noise that promotes fear 
and scarcity. I am not convinced that it has ever been any different. 
These conversations occupy our memories of the past. They become 
the defining limits of how we operate in the present. And, the noise 
about our future is filled with individual agendas that dismiss any 
thoughts about the greater good.  
 

Clarity… Early in my life experiences I was convinced that I had 
discovered clarity about those things that matter in life. There was clarity about how faith works. There was 
clarity about how relationships work. There was clarity about my future. There was clarity about how the 
world was supposed to work. Until… until there wasn’t clarity any more. Until my experiences began to 
create a cacophony of perspectives on reality that did not always sync up with the clarity that I had 
constructed and informed my choices. A close friend died in a tragic accident where she had stopped to 
help a stranded driver by the roadside. A cousin who battled cancer whose experience with the treatments 
turned out to be more vicious than the disease. There were the broken relationships between well-meaning 
individuals that ended in hurt and distrust. There were societal injustices that required a response by people 
who cared only to realize that their spirit of compassion had a limit. I think that ambiguity earlier in my life 
would have frustrated me. Now, I am more at peace with it. In fact, I welcome it into my personal life and 
into my faith life.  
 

Some suggest today that noise is the enemy and clarity is the goal. Is that true? What commands our 
attention? What is noticeable? I wonder how privilege factors in to how we respond. Privilege is one of 
those topics that becomes emotionally charged with very little effort. We manage to confuse individual 
rights and wants and desires with what we think we are entitled to. Often the idea of privilege shapes these 
expectations. What holds this sense of privilege in tension may be how we go about composing a life of 
faith. 
 

As people of faith, where do we land? Does the clarity of the scriptures capture our attention and spark our 
imaginations about what might be possible if we invite God into our conversations, into our lives and into 
these days? What role does hope play when it comes to noticing what God is up to these days?   
 

In my own life, I am finding it increasingly true that clarity, hope, and healing come when I am willing to 
linger in hard and barren places, places where the usual platitudes fall flat, and all easy answers prove 
inadequate. Jesus comes in the darkness, and sometimes it takes a long time to recognize him. He doesn’t 
look the way I expect him to look. He doesn’t let me cling to my old ideas of him. He disappears again just 
as I grab hold of him. But he comes, he calls my name, and in that instant, I recognize both myself and 
him. Clarity comes in spite of the noise. Poet R.S. Thomas describes the process this way in his poem, “The 
Answer”: There have been times when, after long on my knees in a cold chancel, a stone has rolled from 
my mind, and I have looked in and seen the old questions lie folded and in a place by themselves, like the 
piled grave clothes of love’s risen body.” 
 

Jesus time and time again recognized the tension between these two themes. He offered insight into what 
needs our attention in life and how we choose to respond. We are invited to notice that love of God and 
love of one another is connected in such a profound way that it permeates the pages of both the Old and 
New Testaments. The gift of God’s unconditional grace makes people whole and holy and it is still being 
fleshed out in so many moments and individuals today.  
 

Peace, 

http://HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons
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First Sunday of Advent  
November 28  

8 & 10 am - Sanctuary  
 

Second Sunday of Advent  
December 5  

8 & 10 am - Sanctuary 
 

Third Sunday of Advent  
December 12  

8 & 10 am - Sanctuary 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent  
December 19  

8 & 10 am - Sanctuary 
 

Christmas Eve 
Friday, December 24 at 5 pm - Drive-In  

with Holy Communion and Children’s Message 
 

8 & 10 pm - Sanctuary  
with Candle Lighting & Holy Communion 

 

First Sunday in Christmas  
December 26  

8 & 10 am - Sanctuary 
 

Second Sunday in Christmas 
January 2  

8 & 10 am - Sanctuary 
 

Virtual Worship 
November 28, December 5, 12, 19, 24, January 2 

View online on demand at HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Robert A. Davis, Senior Pastor 
Sarah Accettura, Administrative Coordinator 
Janet Carr, Congregational Activities 
Carmen & Abel Cervantes, Custodians 
Beth Fashimpaur, Handbell Choir Director 
Deaconess Katie Freund, Director of Early Faith  
Formation Ministries 
Beth Ann Koenemann, Financial Administrator  
Carrie Mack, Director of Youth Music Ministries 
Steve Oelschlager, Director of Operational Ministries  
Ellie Rautenbach, Congregational Communications 
Manny Rivera, Property 
Dale Tippett Jr., Director of Contemporary Music and  
Worship Technical Arts 
Tom Zombolo, Property 
 

Samantha (Sam) Cooper, Director 
Roxanne (Rocky) Kupfer, Assistant Director 
Tania Zombolo, Assistant Director 
 

Harold Sargent (President), Andy Eidson (Vice President), 
Darin Chartier, Nicole Drake, Mick Garrison, Gail Kelly, 
Bill Miksch, Karl Nygard, Sonny Randall, Amy Sekili,  
John Villani, Martha Watt 
Secretary, Terry Berger 
Treasurer, Lori Fedyk 
Financial Secretary, Tom Miller  
 

Altar Care: Julie Luczkiw 
Greeters: Therese Delli Paoli  

 

The Cross Connection, parish newsletter of Holy Cross  
Lutheran Church, is published monthly and is available online  

at HolyCrossChurch.org/newsletters. Articles should be  
submitted by the 1st of the month to Janet Carr at                                           

janet@holycrosschurch.org 

We remember our members who have preceded us in 
death this past year. We will also give thanks for the 

community of saints in the present time by lifting up the 
new saints who were baptized since November 1, 2020.  

All Saints Sunday 
First Saturday, November 6  

5:30 pm - Sanctuary 
with Holy Communion 

 

Sundays, November 7, 14, 21  
8 am - Sanctuary   
10 am - Drive-In 

 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship  
Wednesday, November 24 

7:30 pm - Sanctuary 
with Holy Communion 

Pie Social to follow worship.  
 

Virtual Worship 
November 7, 14, 21  

View online on demand at HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons 

http://HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons
mailto:office@holycrosschurch.org
http://holycrosschurch.org
http://HolyCrossChurch.org/newsletters
mailto:janet@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Newsletter
http://HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons
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Worship Updates for  
November and December 

 

As we move into the holidays and the winter months at     
Holy Cross, the worship schedule on page 2 and the               
following updates represent our hopes and plans for                
worship. As always, please remember that we will exercise 
thoughtful judgments when it comes to modifying these 
events in light of new pandemic guidelines and                             
recommendations. Please rely on the church’s website at 
HolyCrossChurch.org for real time information and            
changes. In-person worship in the sanctuary will require 
masks regardless of vaccination status and social distancing 
will be practiced to the best of our ability. 
 

November 14 at 8 & 10 am  
Installation of Deaconess Katie Freund, Director of Early 
Faith Formation, and Blessing of the Quilts at both 8 and 10 
am worship. The quilts are distributed to families  
throughout the year who participate in COOL Transitional 
Housing ministry.  
 

Interfaith Service of Gratitude 
Due to Covid-19 protocols at Advocate Condell Medical 
Center, there will not be an ‘Interfaith Service of                   
Gratitude’ in 2021. We hope to be able to restore this                
wonderful interfaith event in 2022. 
 

Sunday Worship Resumes in the Sanctuary in Advent 
November 28, December 5, 12 & 19 
The season of Advent begins the liturgical calendar year. It 
is four weeks long and builds to the celebration of Jesus’ 
birth on Christmas. November 28 is the first Sunday in the 
Advent season. We will offer in-person worship at 8 and 10 
am in the sanctuary. A Sunday School faith formation             
experience will be offered at 9 - 9:45 am on Sunday                 
mornings.  
 

The liturgical color for Advent is ‘blue’ and represents the 
idea of hope. The four traditional Advent themes for the          
four Advent Sundays are: 
 - God's people: The Candle of Hope 
 - The Old Testament prophets: The Candle of Peace 
 - John the Baptist: The Candle of Love 
 - Mary the Mother of Jesus: The Candle of Joy 
 

Each Sunday we will light another candle on the Advent 
Wreath. We will be mailing a home-based Advent activity 
for children and their families. It is called “The Advent 
Manger”. Please check out details about this activity on 
page 8. 
  

Christmas Eve Worship on Friday, December 24 
Holy Cross will offer the following worship experiences    
on Christmas Eve: Drive-in worship at 5 pm with Holy               
Communion, Sanctuary worship at 8 and 10 pm with candle 
lighting and Holy Communion, and an online Christmas 
worship option on the church’s website to view on demand 
at HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons 

While our traditional coffee hours on Sunday mornings remain 
suspended, please join us for the following fellowship                 
opportunities. All welcome! 

Breakfast Pizza & Donuts  
Sunday, November 14 at 8:45 & 10:45 am 
 

Please join us in the fellowship area for breakfast pizza and 
donuts after each worship service.  

Pie Social  
Wednesday, November 24 at 8:15 pm 
 

Please join us for our annual pie social fellowship event in 
the fellowship area following the Thanksgiving eve worship 
service. Two pie varieties will be offered (pumpkin and a   
surprise pie). Pies will be plated in advance.      

Sunday  School  
 for  Everyone 
Every Sunday at 9 am.  

Families with all ages, couples,  
or individuals welcome!  

Thanks to the generous support of  
the Holy Cross congregation, we  
will again be reaching out to families  
and individuals in need this Christmas season. 
Please see page 10 for additional information  
about the annual Giving Tree  
and Project Reindeer Rosebud.  

The Giving Tree  

Remember a loved one or acknowledge a 
special event or blessing in your life and help 
to beautify the sanctuary for Christmas with 
a red poinsettia! Poinsettia plant orders can 

be placed online at bit.ly/HCpoinsettia 

http://HolyCrossChurch.org
HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons
https://bit.ly/HCpoinsettia
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Finding Abundance in the Story  
Beneath the Story 

by Steve Oelschlager 
 
November and the end of 2021 are here. The days and weeks 
continue to fly by as the busyness of our lives sets the pace. 
Even with the interruption caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, 
we have more options available to us, ways to spend our time, 
and things competing for our attention than ever before. Yet, 
in the midst of it all, Jesus continues to remind us of some 
foundational themes to keep it all in perspective. 
 
Central to Jesus’ spirituality was a sense that beneath the 
chaos of every day, there was something more to existence. 
That beyond the noise and commotion, it’s possible to hear a 
song originating with God. If only we could better tune into 
what God is doing, this sacred rhythm could be a source of 
peace, joy, gratitude, and abundant life. Another way to think 
about this reality is “God’s story beneath the story.” Jesus 
invites us to cultivate a relationship with God so that we might 
better know truth, goodness, and “the life that truly is life.” 
  
From this base, Jesus promotes a second, equally important 
idea: Just as God is a force for good, God calls us to multiply 
goodness through how we live our lives. While the surface 
story of existence revolves around taking care of ourselves, the 
story of the Kingdom of God is about love, service, inclusion, 
and being part of something bigger than ourselves. Jesus 
suggests that hungering and thirsting no more has something 
to do with embracing God’s larger narrative of who we are 
and what God calls us to do: be a force for good wherever we 
are and whatever we do. 
 
Holy Cross strives to be a community where not only can we 
be reminded of Jesus’ insights, teachings, and how he saves 
us, but we can also work to make the world a better place. I 
hope Holy Cross inspires you to live into that mission both as 
individuals and in the ministries that we make happen 
together. Thank you for being on this journey with all of us 
here at Holy Cross. 

Join the Holy Cross  
Book Club! 

The Holy Cross Book Club is currently making plans for 2022 and 
we would like to invite everyone to join us as we select books for 
next year. Our current sessions are scheduled for the fourth 
Thursday of each month at 7 pm. We are meeting via Zoom so you 

can join from anywhere via phone, tablet, or computer. If you or a 
friend have moved away from the Chicago area or are a snowbird, 
you can still join our discussions. We read a wide variety of books 
(fiction, non-fiction, memoirs, biographies, mysteries). In 2021 we 
read some books that led to interesting discussions, The Great 
Influenza (about the 1918 pandemic), Call Me American (about the 
Green Card Lottery and immigrating to the United States), but also 
lighter books such as The Bookish Life of Nina Hill. If you have 
questions about the Holy Cross Book Club or would like more 
information, please contact Melanie Houser at 
housermd@comcast.net or (847) 767-9377. Not sure about Zoom 

or use of technology tools? Let us know and we will help you get 
started. See page 6 for this month’s Book Club selection.  

 

Daniel Conforti 

October 14, 2021 

Hanna Charlotte Granfeldt 
daughter of Ryan and Valerie Granfeldt 

October 3, 2021 
 

Kendall Cecilia Thornberry 
daughter of Derek and Carly Thornberry 

October 3, 2021 
 

Walker Joseph Mazza 
son of Nicholas and Danielle Mazza 

October 16, 2021 

 

Theo & Cynthia Beasley 
Grayce, Maryam & Elizabeth 
 

Kathryn Freund  
Magdalena 
 

Timothy & Janice Kouba 
 

Shari Mack 

 

The following young people received Holy Communion for the 
first time in October. We pray that you will forever feel the love 

and presence of the Lord as you come to the Lord’s table. 
 

      Kevin Allen       Nathaniel Dio  
       Grayce Beasley       Penelope Earls 
       Jack Bensman       Macy Wdowka 
       Joy Choe       Kylee Wechselberger 
       Olivia Choe       Jonathan White 
       Kiersten Craven       Logan Woodward  

 

Emily Moore & Ryan Young 
Mackenzie Moore 
Abigail & Elijah Young 
 

Mark & Caroline Rawa 
Julie 
 

Ed and Jessica Weaver 
Braden & Mckenna 

A PATH 
“A Path Forward”  

Update 

Please refer to our website 
at holycrosschurch.org/transition to obtain the 
most current information available about the 
pastoral transition process “A Path Forward”.  

FORWARD 

mailto:housermd@comcast.net?subject=Book%20Club
http://holycrosschurch.org/transition
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Antiracism Roundtable 

& Workgroup

During this six session learning opportunity that started in 
September, Holy Cross is examining the most difficult teachings 
of Jesus with material from Dr. Amy-Jill Levine, a professor at 
the Vanderbilt Divinity School.  
 

Jesus provided his disciples teachings for how to follow Torah, 
God’s word; he told them parables to help them discern 
questions of ethics and of human nature; he offered them 
beatitudes for comfort and encouragement. But sometimes Jesus 
spoke words that followers then and now have found difficult. 
He instructs disciples to hate members of their own families 
(Luke 14:26), to act as if they were slaves (Matthew 20:27), and 
to sell their belongings and give to the poor (Luke 18:22). He 
restricts his mission (Matthew 10:6); he speaks of damnation 
(Matthew 8:12); he calls Jews the devil’s children (John 8:44). 
 

In The Difficult Words of Jesus, Amy-Jill Levine shows how 
these difficult teachings would have sounded to the people who 
first heard them, how they have been understood over time, and 
how we might interpret them in the context of the Gospel of love 
and reconciliation. 
 

There are three different opportunities to participate in these 
discussions: During Tuesday nights (Zoom only), the Saturday 
Morning Men’s Group (in-person or online), or the Women’s 
Discussion Group (in-person). See page 6 for meeting dates.   
 

During our discussions, we refer to Dr. Levine’s book, The  
Difficult Words of Jesus. Copies of the book are available to pick 
up at Holy Cross in the gathering space near the “Inspiration & 
Curiosities” bookshelf on Sundays between worship services 
from 8:45 - 9:55 am or contact the church office for alternate 
pick up arrangements at office@holycrosschurch.org or (847) 
367-4060. 
 

Our discussions also include viewing of videos of Dr. Levine 
presenting each of the topics. You can access the videos for free    
by creating an account at AmplifyMedia.com using the 
following congregational code:   

 
Video link: bit.ly/AMaccess 

Access code: CWPFBS  
 
 

Questions? Contact Pastor Bob at 
pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org or Steve Oelschlager at 
steve@holycrosschurch.org 

Dates: Sundays, November 21, December 19 

Time: 11 am - 12:15 pm 

holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/93144150662 

Tuesdays, November 9 & 23  
7 pm via Zoom 
 

        holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/85911417343  

Why I Attend the Antiracism  
Roundtable at Holy Cross 

by Carol Dikelsky 
 

Over the past several months, I’ve shared a few reasons why I feel 
passionate about facilitating discussions at Holy Cross that lean 
into antiracism concepts. This month, I’d like to share why others 
have stated they feel drawn to participate in this group. 

2020 was a difficult year, and the Black Lives Matter 
demonstrations that occurred raised my awareness of how people 
are treated differently based upon the color of their skin. I also 
read the book, The Hate U Give, with a Waukegan to College 
student. Although this book is a novel, it closely matched what 
was actually happening in 2020. The Antiracism Roundtable 
provides an opportunity to discuss these difficult topics and 
potentially helps us identify actions and activities to make positive 
changes. – Susan Williamson 

The Antiracism Roundtable carves out some time in my busy life 
to stop and think about the issues of racism, sexism, etc., with 
people I respect. It forces me to hear other people’s thoughts and 
views. It is an opportunity to suggest real ways to change and to 
take action. It educates me so that I can talk thoughtfully outside 
of the group. – Karla Boucek 

In this month of Thanksgiving, I’d like to thank Susan and Karla 
for sharing their reasons for attending the roundtable. I’d also like 
to thank every person who has made time and space in their life 
and in their heart to attend one or more of the sessions over the 
past year. I’ll go out on a limb and say that the topics we discuss 
are not ones that many people really like to think much about, 
much less take time to talk about, with others. But I feel God 
calling me and the participants of this group to keep thinking and 
talking about the issues that we bring to the table, and to keep 
inviting others to join us.  

I feel grateful that so many people at Holy Cross have blessed this 
group with their presence and their thoughts, and it is my hope 
that everyone who attends feels heard and fed during the sessions. 
I’d like to especially thank Pastor Bob Davis, Sarah Accettura, 
and Steve Oelschlager for their guidance and support as we 
continue to build this relational group. 

I read this prayer from Bread for the Day once before a session, 
and I really like the simple message of opening up and listening to 
our guide: Thank you, gracious God, for the gift of this new day. 
Awaken me to your abiding presence; open my eyes to your 
creation; open my ears to your promises; open my heart to the 
needs of others. Fill me with your spirit and guide me this day in 
works of kindness, justice, and mercy. I ask this in the name of 
Jesus, the light and life of the world. Amen 

Please consider joining our monthly sessions. You are welcome to 
attend anytime! Please reach out to me at carol@dikelsky.org with 
and questions. 

mailto:office@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Book%20Pick%20Up
http://bit.ly/AMaccess
mailto:pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Difficult%20Words%20of%20Jesus
mailto:steve@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Difficult%20Words%20of%20Jesus%20Discussion%20Group
https://holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/85911417343
mailto:carol@dikelsky.org?subject=Antiracism%20Roundtable
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       holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/94321824417 
 

This month we will discuss Gilead by Marilynne Robinson. An intimate tale of three generations, from the 
Civil War to the 20th century: a story about fathers and sons and the spiritual battles that still rage at 
America's heart. In the words of Kirkus, it is a novel “as big as a nation, as quiet as thought, and moving as 
prayer. Matchless and towering.” Gilead tells the story of America and will break your heart. Our discussion 
host for the evening will be Felicia Brandt. See page 4 for more information. If you have any questions, 
please email Melanie Houser at housermd@comcast.net  

Saturday 
Men’s Group 

To join this group, please contact Jodi Zombolo at (224) 595-8573. Pilates will meet in person in the         
west wing. 

        holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/301891517  

This group is for men of faith to come together throughout the year to share their faith and thoughts about 
challenging topics. All welcome. In November, we will wrap up our discussion on the most difficult 
teachings of Jesus with the help of material from Dr. Amy-Jill Levine. See page 5 for more details. 
Questions? Contact Steve Oelschlager at steve@holycrosschurch.org  

        holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/93144150662 
 

Join us for ongoing discussions of how the work of antiracism and inclusion intersects with our Christian 
faith and how we can apply what we’ve learned within the community of Holy Cross and beyond. We 
pray with each other—for those wounded by racism and prejudice as well as for the strength to examine 
our own biases, privileges, experiences, words, and actions. We welcome guest speakers, discuss films 
and resources that we have read individually and as a group. You are welcome to attend anytime. See 
page 5 for additional meeting dates and information.  

We are meeting at Blue Sky Yoga for an evening of gentle yoga and gratitude led by Angie Miller. The 
cost is $20 per person, payable in advance or on the night of the session. Please register by contacting 
Terry Berger at (224) 775-1479 or Angie (224) 513-1069, or at fb.com/myblueskyyoga  
Questions? Contact Terry Berger at terryberger.08@gmail.com or (224) 775-1479. 

Grounded 
in Grace 

During November, we will continue to examine the most difficult teachings of Jesus with the help of 
material from Dr. Amy-Jill Levine, a professor at the Vanderbilt Divinity School. See page 5 for more 
details about the topic. Refreshments will be provided. Questions? Contact Pastor Bob at 
pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org 

holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/85911417343  

In November we will continue to examine the most difficult teachings of Jesus with material from  
Dr. Amy-Jill Levine, a professor at the Vanderbilt Divinity School. See more details on page 5.  
Questions? Contact Pastor Bob at pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org or Steve Oelschlager at 
steve@holycrosschurch.org  

Antiracism 
Roundtable

Women’s 

Group 
Discussion 

mailto:housermd@comcast.net?subject=Book%20Club
http://zoom.us/j/301891517
mailto:steve@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Men's%20Group
https://holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/92610537947
http://fb.com/myblueskyyoga
mailto:terryberger.08@gmail.com?subject=Grounded%20in%20Grace
mailto:pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Women's%20Discussion%20Group
https://holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/85911417343
mailto:pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Difficult%20Words%20of%20Jesus
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Our students have really enjoyed watching the pumpkins grow 
in the garden and the leaves change colors! Our two year old 
Bumblebees have gone on plenty of nature walks collecting a 
variety of colored leaves to use during their science play. Our 
four year old Ladybugs are experimenting with pumpkin seeds! 
They will dissect a pumpkin from our garden, bake the seeds, 
and taste test them. The three year old Caterpillars have been 
working on apple patterning, letter recognition, and 
independence. This month, our teachers will finish 
observations on the students for our parent/teacher conferences. 
November will consist of Thanksgiving crafts, stories, and 
celebrations! We will be talking about the First Thanksgiving 
and what thankfulness looks like.  
 
Our first ever music elective class was so much fun! We had 
several students sign up and have expressed how much they 
have been enjoying the class. Ms. Caryn uses a variety of 
instruments, music, and movement to create a love of music in 
children as well as improve their brain development, self-
confidence, and a number of developmental skills. Our second 
7-week session begins November 5. 

We are Thankful! 

Classrooms have been focusing on routines, independence, 
following directions, and managing emotions. While each classroom 
is at a different level of skills, we have noticed a need for additional 
support in emotional and social interactions. The Green Room (our 
five year olds) has been utilizing tools such as fidget toys to help 
with focus and attention. With parent/teacher conferences over the 
next few weeks, teachers have been working on specific 
developmental skills such as fine and gross motor development, 
number and letter recognition, and language. The goal is to improve 
these skills by our spring 2022 conferences. 
 
Each month, our 2 - 5 year old classrooms have been participating 
in the Godly Play Curriculum. Along with a bible story and song, 
the children interact with themed play material for the month’s 
theme. For November, the children will be learning about the family 
of Abraham. It will also incorporate talk of Thanksgiving. In class, 
we will be discussing the First Thanksgiving, a variety of 
Thanksgiving elements, and what it means to be thankful towards 
the end of the month.  

Celebration! Childcare CrossWays Preschool 

by Samantha Cooper  
Director of CrossWays Preschool & Celebration! Childcare 

celebration@holycrosschurch.org 
(847) 367-6208 
cchildcare.org 

Celebration! 
Childcare 

crossways@holycrosschurch.org 
(847) 367-4367 
cpreschool.org 

CrossWays 
Preschool 

November Blessings 

CrossWays Preschool Important Dates  

November 22 & 23: Parent/Teacher Conferences 
November 24 - 26: Thanksgiving Break 

A Time for Thankfulness: Director’s Note 
 

October was a month chock-full of happenings for our programs. November 
will be a time to slow down and remember what we are thankful for. Each of us 
has something to be grateful for. Whether it is family, friends, shelter, or health 
we can give thanks for the things we have and hold dear. I am thankful for our 
teachers who work tirelessly to provide a safe, comfortable, and challenging 
environment for our students, for our families and children who attend our   
program each and every day, as well as those who work behind the scenes to 
help make our program run successfully. I am thankful for the staff I work side 
by side with and my family who I can come home to each day.  
 
Although we are unable to hold our traditional Thanksgiving Feast again this 
year, we will be celebrating in a variety of special ways! We will be bringing 
back Tom the Turkey! Families will disguise a turkey and bring them back to 
school to hang in the hallways. We can’t wait to see what everyone comes up 
with! We will also be designing a Gratitude Wall where parents and staff can 
post what they are thankful for. Finally, we will be sending home  
Turkey cookie decorating kits for each child.  

Celebration! Childcare Important Dates  

November 4 - 15: Parent/Teacher Conferences 
November 24 - 26: Thanksgiving Break 
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CONFIRMATION 

by Deaconess Katie Freund 
 

This fall has seen the return of in-person confirmation classes 
(with Covid-19 safety precautions in place, of course) for 6 - 8th 
grade youth. 
 

After starting in September and officially moving to beautiful 
Lake County on October 1, it has certainly been a whirlwind 
start to get this year’s confirmands up and running with the first 
few sessions. But all this only served to highlight how great our 
kids are! It’s important to lift up that even while we’re 
strategizing on how best to resume after a very “covid” year 
these kids have shown up with great attitudes and participation.  
 

As we step into this new month, here’s a list of the Sundays 
we’ll be meeting from 6:30 to 8 pm: November 7, 14 & 21 
 

Looking ahead, we will be on break until after the second school 
term begins. Sessions will resume on January 9.  
 

I am so grateful for the welcome and feedback I’ve already 
received from our families here at Holy Cross. Please feel free to 
reach out to me at deaconesskatie@holycrosschurch.org with 
any questions or just to introduce yourself.  

Can you believe Advent is coming? 
by Deaconess Katie Freund 

 

Advent sneaks up on me every year, that lovely  
time for eagerly awaiting sweet baby Jesus.  
Our church staff brainstormed over how  
we can mark this season together as a  
community—even as we (and our children)  
are still feeling the space of social distancing.  
 

We came across a lovely new tradition from the Bloxham and 
Jolley families. In their Soft Enough For a King kit, they 
described it as a “tradition of service”. The theme is that each 
family prepares a manger in their home to be a soft bed for the 
baby Jesus. Throughout Advent, each person records acts of 
kindness and service on slips of paper that represent straw, and 
over the weeks the bed becomes soft enough for when Christ is 
born! 
 

There is a spectacular children’s book titled “Soft Enough for a 
King” that has been published that we will be reading and posting 
online at the beginning of Advent for all our children to see.  
 

One reason we fell in love with this tradition is because it is easy 
to recreate regardless of budget or crafting supplies in your home. 
In addition to sending out weekly Advent devotionals for our 
families we’ll also include some simple instructions so all 
families can follow along to create your own Advent Manger. 
When Advent comes, don’t forget to watch our website at 
HolyCrossChurch.org/SundaySchool and Facebook feed for 
videos! 
 

If you are interested, here are links to online suppliers that sell the 
Soft Enough for a King box set if your family wants the book and 
official set for themselves:  
- countyourblessings.com/soft-enough-for-a-king.aspx 
- demdaco.com/soft-enough-for-a-king/ 
- shop.catholicsupply.com/soft-enough-for-a-king.aspx 

by Deaconess Katie Freund 
 

        Happy November Holy Cross worshipping family! 
 

By now “Sunday School in the Sun” is definitely feeling more 
like Sunday School in the blustery fall leaves. We’re going to 
continue “playing it by ear” as to whether our intergenerational 
Sunday School will take place inside or outside on Sundays at 9 
am. Our priority is balancing both health and safety as well as 
inclement weather, and the seasons are certainly turning. This is 
a very popular time of year, and for good reason!  
 

Personally, I think it has some of the best food, but what gets 
me even more excited than delicious food (which is saying 
something) is that we are in the season of smaller holidays that 
aren’t quite as bombastic and commercial as the high holy days 
in December.  
 

We are just now celebrating All Saints Day, remembering those 
who have crossed into eternity ahead of us. Before us lies a 
season of thankfulness and gratitude. The days are growing 
shorter and the temperatures are getting lower. It’s definitely a 
time for introspection, a bit more rest, and delicious hot 
beverages.  
 

So I invite you to ask deep questions of yourself, but don’t 
forget to include the little ones in your family as well. Kids are 
wiser than we give them credit for and they are very capable of 
having meaningful conversations. These discussions are going 
to look different in each family and at every age, but it’s always 
worthwhile.  
 

You can ask them who they miss most right now, or who 
they’re excited to see over the holidays. Check in with kids old 
enough to reflect on how life was “before” Covid, ask them 
how they are feeling almost two years into this global event. 
And what a perfect time to ask God’s children of all ages what 
they want to say “thank you” for.  
 

As my family settles into life in Lake County, we have been 
reflecting on this sacred land created by God. Our two-year-old 
says “thank you” to her “new house”, (and she reminds us every 
day that it’s her house). Meanwhile my spouse and I are 
grateful for the lovely neighborhood we’ve moved into and the 
community we are entering. We also feel compelled to do our 
homework, learning about the indigenous peoples who lived      
    here before us and were then displaced. How we frame this   
        reality as a family is going to “grow up” with our own    
           children as they mature and age, but this time of  
            year offers the perfect opportunity for deep  
              meaningful conversations. So whatever those  
               look like in your family, fret not. Kids are  
                resilient. Moreover, our youngest community  
                   members benefit from brave and loving                    
                      conversations together even when  
                         we adults get a little squirmy.  

Sunday  School  
for  Everyone 

mailto:deaconesskatie@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Confirmation
http://HolyCrossChurch.org/SundaySchool
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Holy Cross has 33 youth and parent leaders registered to 
attend the July 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering “Boundless: 
God Beyond Measure.” There is still space available for any 
8th - 12th grade youth who would like to attend this event. 
The Youth Gathering is a 5-day event held every three 
years. The summer of 2022, it will be in Minneapolis, MN, 
July 24 - 28! The theme this year is "Boundless", based on 
Ephesians 3:19 “I want you to know all about Christ's love, 
although it is too wonderful to be measured. Then your lives 
will be filled with all that God is.”                               
 

Learn more at HolyCrossChurch.org/crossroads  
Questions? Contact Steve Oelschlager at 
steve@holycrosschurch.org 

Crossroads High School Youth Group 
 

 

Our Purpose and Mission:  
 

The purpose of our high school youth ministry program is to develop and sustain a vibrant and connected 
high school youth group by creating a safe space for spiritual growth, and real conversations to help the 
youth learn more about themselves, each other, and God’s Love. 
 

Our mission is to build a foundation for life-long faith formation that is: 
 - Grounded in God the Trinity 
 - Connected to peers 
 - Supported by parents 
 - Nurtured by congregational members 

Intergenerational Worship + Faith + Food + Fun  
Sunday, November 7 at 11:15 am 
 

When is it? Every first Sunday of every month from 11:15am - 12:45pm  
Who? All 8th - 12th grade youth and their families 
Where? The Holy Cross Lutheran Church Gathering Space (Face masks are required indoors except when eating.) 
What is it? The first 45 minutes is a fun and interactive worship experience. The second 45 minutes includes lunch, games and youth 
gathering planning. 
 
Frequently Asked Questions 
If I am not going to the 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering can I still attend? 
Yes! And you can leave early if you do not want to participate in the last 15 minutes of Gathering planning. 
 

If I am attending the 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering can I miss a few of the 10 events between now and July 2022?  
Yes! The “Intergenerational Worship +” is designed to build connections among youth and their families but we realize that we all live 
“busy” lives and have to make choices about our ability to participate. 
 

If I am more of an introvert can I be less actively involved? 
Yes! Everyone can participate at the level they feel most comfortable. 
 

If I have dietary needs can I bring my own lunch? 
Yes! Lunch will consist of a number of “yummy” items that most everyone enjoys. 
 

Can parents and siblings (who are not in 8th - 12th grade) attend? 
Yes! Intergenerational Worship + is designed for all members of the family. During the Gathering planning additional games and       
activities will be provided for siblings. 
 

Can I still attend the regular Holy Cross worship offerings? 
Yes! We encourage you to attend any of the weekly worship services. The “Intergenerational Worship +” is an additional option                 
designed specifically for 8th - 12th grade youth and their families.  

Director of High School Youth Position Available 

The Crossroads program is looking for our next Director of High 
School Youth & Family Ministry. This is a part time position (10 
hours a week). The Director of High School Youth & Family        
Ministry is supported by the broader Intergenerational Faith         
Formation programing with an emphasis on developing long              
lasting positive relationships  within the larger family of church 
members. 
 

The Director of High School Youth Ministry areas of focus will 
include: 

- Ministry leadership and advocacy with high school youth and   
   their families 
- Project and programming planning 
- Event implementation and facilitation 
- Establishing and sustaining relationships 
 
Full job description available at holycrosschurch.org/jobs 
Contact Steve Oelschlager at steve@holycrosschurch.org to apply. 

9 - 12th grade youth 

http://HolyCrossChurch.org/crossroads
mailto:mlsonnyrandall@gmail.com?subject=Youth%20Gathering
https://www.holycrosschurch.org/jobs
mailto:mlsonnyrandall@gmail.com?subject=Youth%20Gathering
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Project Reindeer Rosebud 
 

Because we are unable to host our annual Cookie Walk event that benefits folks at Two Strike, we are 
again launching “Project Reindeer Rosebud” to help us guide our way through the fog of Covid-19 to 
bring Christmas to every girl and boy age or at heart at the Rosebud reservation. We will not be sending 
comforters this year but have chosen three valuable ministries to support: The Tree of Life, Boys and 
Girls Club of Rosebud and Panther’s Clothes Closet. We are thrilled to be able to collaborate with these 
ministry partners to help bring hope and light amidst the fog to those at Rosebud!  
We chose these three organizations because they work collaboratively in the Rosebud community for the 
survival and success of all of their people. Here is a brief overview of these groups’ commitment to the 
Lakota families: 

• Tree of Life Ministry is an organization serving Lakota families located on the Rosebud Reservation 
with food, clothing, and love. They serve 300+ lunch meals per day.  They are blessed to have enough food and clothing 
donations, however, they do not have enough food containers to serve the meals to those in need. They have asked us to provide a 
supply of food containers so they may continue their ministry. 

• Panther’s Clothes Closet is located in and operated by the Rosebud Elementary School. They provide clothing and school 
supplies to all of their students. The Panther’s Clothes Closet works in conjunction with Tree of Life if a family is short on food. 
They discretely assist their students with the necessities of life to be successful students. No child is left behind and without. Holy 
Cross will be making a monetary donation to assist them in purchasing items for their clothes closet.   

• The Boys and Girls Club of Rosebud. Their mission statement is to enable all young people, especially those who need them 
most, to reach their potential as productive, caring and responsible citizens. They provide transportation for students, provide                
after-school tutoring and teach outreach through community involvement.   

R
 

How you can help!   
 

This is our 13th annual drive for our Rosebud families and your past donations have made a significant difference 
in the Lakota lives. We thank you. For this fundraiser, consider how you can make your donation. Make a 
donation for how much you spent on making or purchasing cookies, purchasing gift basket tickets, or buying 
ornaments for comforters. Whatever donation you contribute will be greatly appreciated. You can make your 
donation through the Holy Cross website at donate.holycrosschurch.org Donations will be accepted through Sunday, December 12. 
 

If you make a donation, your name will be automatically entered into a drawing to win a $50 Mainstreet Libertyville gift certificate 
as our thank you for your kind outreach and support of our Lakota families. The winner will be drawn on Wednesday, December 15, 
and notified shortly thereafter. In advance, thank you for your thoughtful assistance for this fundraiser.  
 

Peace and Blessings,  
Karla Boucek, Therese Delli Paoli, Melanie Houser, Gail Kelly, Carole Kenney, Amanda Komaschka, Joyce Kveton, Patty Moyer 
and Joyce Twardock. If you have any questions or comments, contact Therese Delli Paoli (847) 921-4223 or dpchitown@yahoo.com 

The Giving Tree  
 

The Holy Cross congregation will again be reaching out to families and individuals in need in our community 
through our annual Giving Tree program. Gift items benefit families in the COOL Transitional Housing program in 
Waukegan. This year because of Covid-19, rather than choosing gift tags in person from an actual Giving Tree, you 
may select gifts that you would like to fulfill from an online list of requests available at bit.ly/GIVINGTREE21 
Please wrap each gift individually and return to the fellowship area on Sundays between worship services in its      
own bag with your name and the item contained in the package clearly marked on the outside of each bag.  
Deadline to return gift donations: Wednesday, December 1. 
 

Holiday Meal Boxes for COOL Ministries With the need this year being greater than ever, COOL Ministries                 
is preparing to provide food assistance for the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays to thousands of people in                 
Lake County. You can make a $20 donation towards a meal box online on the Holy Cross website at                 
donate.holycrosschurch.org Please donate by Sunday, December 12.  
 

Christmas at LSSI Share some love this Christmas and "Gift-a-Card" for Lutheran Social Services of Illinois.  
There will be a wrapped present box located on the Welcome Center for the duration of November. $25 gift  
cards for Walmart, Target, Amazon, or Walgreens may be dropped into the "gift" and they will be collected and 
shared with LSSI for their clients. “Gift-a-Card” and make the holiday a bit more special! Please donate by Sunday, 
December 5.  

http://donate.holycrosschurch.org
mailto:dpchitown@yahoo.com?subject=Project%20Reindeer%20Rosebud
http://donate.holycrosschurch.org
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Songs for the Earth 
by Leo Karris 

A few weeks ago, during Sunday dinner, the Karris family 
started to talk about songs that spoke to caring for creation 
and living in the world. As we started to throw out song titles, 
we decided, “Let’s make a playlist!” Some of the songs 
include Rocky Mountain High (John Denver), Mercy, Mercy 
Me—The Ecology Song (Marvin Gaye), Paradise (John 
Prine), Down to the River to Pray (Alison Kraus), The 3 R’s 
(Jack Johnson), Lovely Day (Bill Withers), [Nothing But] 
Flowers (Talking Heads) and I Just Want to Celebrate (Rare 
Earth). The list grew quickly and continues to grow. It’s been 
a fun project and has us thinking about other ways to express 
our thanks and praise for our created world, not just in song, 
but philosophy, art, and poetry as well. 

 

So why do we do this? Song helps us to celebrate life. Music 
and song are an act of creativity that honors God. And as 
Lutherans, that should make some sense. 

 

As written in Colossians 3:16, “Let the word of the Lord 
dwell in you richly… and with gratitude in your hearts sing 
psalms, hymns and spiritual songs to God.”   

 

What songs come to your mind? What does a list of creation 
and life celebration songs look like for you? 
 

Thanks for listening and please enjoy the following historical 
quotes to remind us about our need to care for creation: 
 

“I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth,” The Apostles Creed 
 

“God writes the Gospel not in the Bible alone, but also on 
trees, and in the flowers, and clouds and stars,” Martin Luther 
 

And, of course, “I see skies of blue and clouds of white. The 
bright blessed day, the dark sacred night. And I think to 
myself, what a wonderful world.” Written by Bob Thiele and 
George David Weiss, as sung by Louis Armstrong. 

 

Please send me an email with song titles, reflections or 
questions at leockarris@gmail.com 

PADS is continuing to help house individuals at local hotels 
with safe housing options during the pandemic. Because of 
this, we are continuing to support their new model by using 
monetary donations for PADS to purchase needed items. If 
you would like to help, please donate online on our website 
at donate.holycrosschurch.org 

Olive Wood Gift Items Available 
by Patty Moyer 

 

Looking for unique gifts? Holy Cross still has an inventory of    
olive wood items from Bethlehem, and we are  happy to arrange 
for sales and pick-up for anyone who wishes to make a purchase. 
Gift items include nativities, ornaments, crosses, candlesticks, 
honey dippers, figurines, and jewelry. Please contact Patty Moyer at  
(847) 502-3196 (cell) or patty@concertedsystems.com for more details. All  
the funds from the olive wood sales are sent to The Olivewood Project, a       
cooperative of Christian carvers in Bethlehem led by Michael Zoughbi. Michael 
and his wife Carmen have visited Holy Cross in the past, but are unable to travel 
this year due to health issues and the pandemic. Please consider purchasing an 
olive wood gift and helping to support the carvers in Bethlehem. 

Become a Mentor 
 

When you mentor a young person, you are impacting their 
lives in ways you could have never imagined. Teenagers are   
in a constant state of learning and development. You can 
share your experiences and show them how to manage their 
time, how to set goals, how to study for a test—the list goes 
on. The college-bound process of managing application 
deadlines, finding scholarships, applying for scholarships, 
and a myriad of other tasks can be overwhelming for any 
high schooler and more so for a first-generation student.  
Waukegan to College mentors receive training and support 
along the way. There are more than 30 students excited to 
find out who their mentor will be. To learn more about             
mentoring with W2C, please attend our virtual New Mentor 
Orientation on Monday, November 8. To register please    
contact Laura Rios at laura.rios@waukegantocollege.org or 
(224) 522-2844. 

This year, we will once again support  
the efforts of COOL Ministries as they  
prepare to provide food assistance for the  
Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays to thousands of people 
in Lake County. See page 10 for more information about 
Holiday Meal Boxes. Donations may be made online on our 
website at donate.holycrosschurch.org 

http://donate.holycrosschurch.org
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There won’t be a Cookie Walk in 2021  
but you can still support the annual  

fundraiser for Rosebud!  
See page 10 for more information.  

See page 3 

Fellowship: Breakfast Pizza & Donuts  
Sunday, November 14 at 8:45 & 10:45 am 
 

 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship 

Wednesday, November 24 at 7:30 pm 

Our annual Giving Tree provides holiday gifts, meals and 
winter essentials to members of our local community.                  

Details on page 10.  

The Giving Tree  

& Pie Social  
See page 3 

First Saturday, November 6  
5:30 pm - Sanctuary 
with Holy Communion 

 

Sundays, November 7, 14, 21  
8 am - Sanctuary   
10 am - Drive-In 

 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship  
Wednesday, November 24 

7:30 pm - Sanctuary 
with Holy Communion 

Pie Social to follow worship  
 

First Sunday of Advent  
November 28  

8 & 10 am - Sanctuary  
 

Virtual Worship 
November 7, 14, 21, 28 

View online on demand at  
HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons 

http://HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons

