August 2020

Loving Our Neighbors...
Often, the conversation begins with the question: Who is my neighbor?
In reality, the honest question is more likely: Who can I exclude? The
latter question makes our choices more manageable and measured. We
feel relieved with newly defined limits and the weight of our
responsibility is lightened.
There was an anthropologist who had been studying the habits and
culture of a remote African tribe. He had been working in the village for
quite some time and the day before he was to return home, he put together
a gift basked filled with delicious fruits from around the region and wrapped
it in a ribbon. He placed the basket under a tree and then he gathered up the
children in the village. The man drew a line in the dirt, looked at the children,
and said, “When I tell you to start, run to the tree and whoever gets there first
will win the basket of the fruit.”
When he told them to run, they all took each other’s hands and ran together to the tree. Then they sat
together around the basket and enjoyed their treat as a group. The anthropologist was shocked. He
asked why they would all go together when one of them could have won all of the fruit for themselves.
A young girl looked up at him and said, “How can one of us be happy if all of the other ones are sad?”
Years later, the well-known South African activist Desmond Tutu would describe the little girl’s
thought process by using the word “ubuntu,” which means “I am because we are.” Tutu went on to
explain the concept saying, “We believe that a person is a person through other persons.”
The Biblical concept of neighbor is similar. The parables of Jesus are like gemstones. We get a
different insight into divine mystery by looking through the biblical narratives from each perspective.
The Good Samaritan offers a glimpse into the extravagant loving character of God. Jesus shows us that
all people are our neighbors: everyone is a child of God. Just like then, there are still many people in the
ditch today. The Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. once said that he “was glad Jesus commanded us
to love our neighbor because certain people are just so hard to like.” Loving our neighbor as ourselves
does not require friendship but the practice of mercy, compassion, and justice.
The basic meaning of neighbor in Hebrew, Greek, and English is “to be near.” The Samaritan took the
wounded man to the inn keeper and paid for his care. We don’t know what transpired between them
after that. It doesn’t matter. Why? Because all divisions of “us” and “them” disappear of necessity.
When you’re lying in a ditch, what matters is not whose help you’d prefer, whose way of practicing
Christianity you like best, whose politics you agree with. What matters is whether or not anyone will
stop to show you mercy before you die. What matters is that we see those who are broken and wounded
by life and respond with kindness, mercy, and justice.
If you want to know God, then love your neighbor. If you want to know your neighbor, then love God.
Loving God and neighbor are not separate items on some pious to-do list. They are two sides of the
same coin. They form a single pathway into the abundant life God intends for us all. Devotion to God
service to neighbor form a double-helix in the Gospels. They are the DNA structure upon which Jesus’
ministry hangs, and the key to unlocking the pain and bewilderment we face today.
I would encourage you to watch for opportunities beginning in September to discern what it means to
put into practice the principles that Jesus, Desmond Tutu, and the Rev. Dr. King are encouraging us to
construct our lives around. There will be occasions to be in thoughtful conversations and to consider our
involvement in bringing about healing for those who are never far from us… our neighbors.
Peace,
A congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America
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Drive-In
Worship

Drive-In Worship
Dates: Sundays, August 2, 16, & 30
Time: 9:30 am
The drive-in worship service in the church's parking lot on Sunday, July 19
was a wonderful experience. We had 57 vehicles in the parking lot and over
170 participants. The weather cooperated with a very pleasant morning. The
worship service was broadcast on FM 87.9 and supported by speakers in the
parking lot. We celebrated Holy Communion with individual communion
kits passed out as you entered the parking lot. Music filled the air as people
arrived and everyone was very respectful following the guidelines for
everyone's safety.
We are adding the drive-in option on select Sundays in August. Everyone is
welcome. Please check the church's website at holycrosschurch.org/sermons
for the most current information and for each day’s support material. As
always with any outdoor event, the weather is a determining factor.
We will continue to offer the recorded Sunday morning worship service
online and the virtual "Zoom" Saturday evening worship experiences.

Rev. Dr. Robert A. Davis, Senior Pastor
Rev. Sally Hanson, Associate Pastor
Sarah Accettura, Administrative Coordinator
Katie Bernabei, Congregational Activities
Randall Casey, Director of Music
Carmen & Abel Cervantes, Custodians
Sarah Grayer, Director of High School Youth Ministry
Carrie Mack, Director of Youth Music Ministries
Beth Malecha, Handbell Choir Director
Steve Oelschlager, Director of Engagement and Generosity
Mike Price, Business Director
Jennifer Radtke, Nursery Attendant
Ellie Rautenbach, Congregational Communications
Manny Rivera, Property
Dale Tippett Jr., Director of Contemporary Music and
Director of Worship Technical Arts
Tom Zombolo, Property
Beth Ann Koenemann, Financial Administrator
Sam Cooper, Director
Roxanne (Rocky) Kupfer, Assistant Director
Sonny Randall (President), Katie Ormson (Vice President),
Andy Eidson, Mick Garrison, Bill Miksch, Karl Nygard,
Amy Sekili, Jim Smalley, John Villani, Rich Yocius
Secretary, Terry Berger
Treasurer, Eric Ormson
Financial Secretary, Lori Fedyk
Sunday School Coordinators:
Felicia Brandt, age 3 - age 5/Kindergarten (Core Stories)
Patty Moyer & Teri Chadd, grades 1 - 5 (Deep Blue)
Altar Care: Julie Luczkiw
Greeters: Therese Delli Paoli
The Cross Connection, parish newsletter of Holy Cross
Lutheran Church, is published monthly and is available online
at HolyCrossChurch.org/newsletters. Articles should be
submitted by the 1st of the month to office@holycrosschurch.org

Informal worship experiences via zoom with music, prayers,
scripture, and conversation. All welcome to join!

Dates: Saturdays, August 1, 8, 15, 22, & 29
Time: 5:30 pm
holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/96997219308
Link also available on our website at
HolyCrossChurch.org/virtualmeetings
During the month of August, we will continue to offer an evening worship
experience live via Zoom. These Saturday evening worship events will differ
from our recorded worship offerings on Sundays. The format will be casual
with a variety of participants depending on those who are able to attend each
week. We will have music offerings, prayers, scripture and an interactive
conversation that is prompted by one of our “Weekend Visual Faith
Practice” images.
The level of participation during the conversation segment will be the
variable that impacts the timing. The Saturday Nights “Virtually” Live
events will vary in length from 30 to 40 minutes.
These offerings will not take the place of the recorded worship video
messages that are available online on Sunday mornings. This will be another
opportunity to connect in a meaningful way while we practice social
distancing and our love for one another during this pandemic season. This
worship experience will conclude at the end of August.
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We Need You...
by Rev. Sally Hanson

Midweek
Visual Devotional Video
Short Films for Discovery and Transformation. New video posted every
Wednesday in August.

Holy Cross’ vision statement is “providing strength for the faith
journey” because we believe our faith is a work in progress
throughout our lives. This Midweek Visual Devotional Video
resource is offered with the hope that as people of faith, we
continue to experience the abundance and freedom of God’s love
and grace.
This fall will not look like any other, and yet, at the same time, it
will look totally the same. Stores will be filled with school
supplies and kids will anticipate the return to school, but what it
looks like at the time of this writing is still unsure. What is
certain, though, is that education will continue.
This fall, Holy Cross is in a similar boat. We may not know
exactly what Christian Education for our children, youth, and
families will look like, but we know that it will happen. We have
ideas, strategies, and plans coming together to make all of those
things happen. What we need most of all is you. We need adult
leaders who will provide a presence in our young peoples lives
even if we’re uncertain ourselves. We need caring adults who
will show up for them: online, in-person, or both. Each age group
will look a little different but an online and/or in-person option,
when its safe, will require an adequate number of adults who are
willing to engage in ministry with our young people so that we
can keep the groups small both for relationship building and also
health and safety.
We will need leaders and adults to work with our Sunday School,
Confirmation, and high school students. For Sunday School, we
will need teachers and helpers as we explore new ways of doing
Sunday School. Confirmation will need small group leaders
whose focus is on student relationships and also adults willing to
teach a 60-minute elective to a small group of students about
vocation—your call or career, your faith, and how they
intersect—or take on a special service project. Our high school
students need parents and mentors to assist with our youth group
programming and help us to prepare and look forward to the
2022 ELCA Youth Gathering in Minneapolis.*
This fall may not look like others, but one thing is for sure: we
need you. The call of a Christian to share their faith begins at
home and in their own communities so that they can develop the
confidence to share their faith with strangers.
If you are interested in learning more about any of these
opportunities, please reach out to me via email at
PastorSally@holycrosschurch.org to help find the best fit for
your gifts, talents, and your time availability. You can also sign
up online at the following links:
Sunday School: bit.ly/SSvolunteer20
Confirmation: bit.ly/Cvolunteer20
Blessings,
* The ELCA Youth Gathering that was planned for the summer
of 2021 has been postponed to 2022 due to Covid-19.

The word “liturgy” is defied through its Greek word “leitourgia,”
which is a word that describes “the work of the people” that
happens through worship, ritual, service, and prayer. Liturgy is
often associated with traditional church Sunday worship with its
seasonal and annual three-year calendar rhythm. It is part of the
connective tissue that helps people all over the world join as the
“one body that is the church.”
This new devotional resource is comprised of short videos that
behave as visual poetry, prayer, and blessing. They are offered as
interpretive and contemplative pieces with the hope that a real
connection grows between our daily life and a sense of the
sacred and holy. By availing yourself to this weekly offering we
hope your imagination is activated, and you are inspired to
dream and co-create with God.
Due to the “terms of agreement for usage” with the video
resources, we are able to provide this only through a password
protected platform. To view each of the Midweek Visual
Devotional Videos, please use the following link on/after the
dates listed below:

HolyCrossChurch.org/midweek-devotional
Password: kindness
Wednesday, August 5 - The Welcoming Prayer
Reflection question: What do I need to let go of?
Wednesday, August 12 - May the Road Rise Up To Meet You
Reflection question: How does knowing that you are being held
by God change you?
Wednesday, August 19 - Running to the Light
Reflection question: How long?
Wednesday, August 26 - Psalm 146...Our True Help
Reflection question: What is the one thing I need help with?

Weekend

Visual Faith Practice

We are continuing to offer a Weekend Visual Faith Practice. As
before, a new image along with scripture and a reflection question
to enhance a spiritual life will be offered. It will be available on
Saturdays, August 1, 8, 15, 22, & 29 on our website at
HolyCrossChurch.org/wvfp
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Participate Virtually:
Thursday-Friday, August 6-7, 2020

Our Stories and Their Implications
by Steve Oelschlager

The philosopher Alasdair MacIntyre had this to say about the
connection between our self-awareness and our motives: “I can
only answer the question ‘What am I to do?’ if I can answer the
prior question of ‘Of what story or stories do I find myself a
part?’” MacIntyre identifies, perhaps surprisingly, story and
narrative as the critical context for understanding who we are,
where we fit in, and what difference our life makes.
While there are numerous accounts surrounding each of us—
settings that include our families, friends, communities, and
national culture—most likely, our worldview is our most
encompassing story. Our worldview is a master narrative for
how we explain ourselves, life, the world, and how things work.
As MacIntyre suggests, this story of everything helps define the
role we play in that story.
Among other things, following Jesus is about noticing
worldviews and recognizing that some might lead to well-being
and abundant life, while others will not. In Deuteronomy, God
said I have put before you life and death, choose life. Jesus
taught about the risks of building a house on sand instead of
rock. The wisdom of our faith is telling us that our worldview
matters!
What is your worldview, and how does it affect your life? It’s
common for our culture to socialize us to see ourselves as
producers and consumers, striving to be relevant in the
marketplace. In this worldview, appearance, affluence, and
achievement motivate what we are to do. Being good enough is
necessary so that we might not just earn a living but attain
success.
How does God fit into your story of everything, and how do
you think about the material world? How has your experience
with organized religion or faith lessons from your family
shaped your perspective? Is God present, loving, and full of
grace, or distant, judgmental, and angry? Is creation broken,
corrupt, and ruined by sin, or good, blessed, and where we
experience God’s grace? Does God only have something
special in store for us after we die, or in this life here and now?
As you consider the stories you are part of and the roles you
play in these stories, please join us on Sunday mornings in
August as we examine the Story of God. See page 6 for details.

Your leadership matters more now than ever. The Global
Leadership Summit is your opportunity to access a wealth of
leadership insight from a world-class faculty ready to equip and
inspire you—no matter where you have influence. When you grow
in your leadership and use your influence for good, you can
strengthen your relationships, maximize the impact of your church,
business or organization, or even ignite transformation in your
community! This year’s world-class Summit faculty is made up of
more than a dozen diverse thought leaders from the business and
nonprofit sectors. View the full 2020 faculty list here:
globalleadership.org/global-leadership-summit
View the GLS promo video: youtu.be/Ps0PpCCnAOw
This year, Holy Cross will be hosting a virtual experience of the
Global Leadership Summit. Registrants will be able to watch the live
presentations online in the safety of their homes on August 6-7.
Your registration also gives you access to an in-person replay to
happen either October 22-23 or November 6-7. Members of Holy
Cross can register at bit.ly/GLSHCLC
Questions? Contact Steve Oelschlager steve@holycrosschurch.org

Manage Your Electronic Giving
Online or Via Smartphone
To continue your financial support of the ministries of Holy
Cross, we encourage you to move your giving to online giving
through our website at donate.holycrosschurch.org or on the Give
Plus app. The app is compatible with Apple or Android
smartphones. For those of you who have created an online
account already through our website, your same username and
password will work with the Give+ app as well. Advantages of
the app include:
•
•
•
•

Quickly and easily donate using your debit/credit card or
checking/savings account
Make one time donations or set up recurring giving to
multiple funds
Choose to create an account or donate as a guest
Securely and conveniently manage donations using Touch
ID/fingerprint, PIN or password

Use the following links to download the Give+ app.
Apple: bit.ly/GIVEPLUSappstore
Android: bit.ly/GIVEPLUSgoogleplay
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Of Art and War
by Randy Casey

(This column is actually a reprint of a column I wrote almost 30
years ago for another church. While we are not at war, these are
certainly troubled times, and these remarks provide the best
explanation I can offer for why I deem it not inappropriate to
devote myself currently to the composers I mentioned last month.)

Date: Monday, August 24
Time: 6:30 - 8:30 pm
Theme: Community… Bigger than Ourselves

holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/94648815001
Christianity continues to evolve. There has always been a
focus on personal salvation and our personal spirituality.
There is nothing wrong with that. However, it is only part of
the maturation of faith. This opportunity is to bring clarity to
our personal sense of salvation while not ignoring the needs
of the neighbor. Our faith communities became those
expressions of the love of Christ through our interactions with
the larger community and beyond ourselves.
There is no denying that our experience of the Christian faith
is personal. However, does that mean it is private? In August,
we want to explore the relationship between our sense of the
cooperative body as people of faith and the more privatized
‘personal’ Jesus that is “just for me.” The lens that we use
matters as we compose and navigate through the days of our
lives.
Here are some questions that we will use to facilitate our
conversation and sharing:
•
•
•
•
•
•

What does living out an authentic gospel faith include?
Is there a faith cost when we are preoccupied with our
spiritual health at the neglect for the neighbor?
What happens to faith when we remove the concept of
neighbor from the equation?
What is the role of organized religion in relationship with
the concept of neighbor?
As people of faith, are we owning the responsibility for
the reconciling work and the relationship building with
those different from us?
What is a memory from your personal story about a time
when the experience of ‘neighbor’ transformed your view
of life?

Please join us on Monday, August 24 for an evening of
fellowship and conversation. There will be no meal shared,
but we will have the opportunity for informal conversation
beginning at 6:30 pm, and the formal part of the evening will
start at 7 pm.
At this time, we are keeping our options open when it comes
to whether we will be able to meet in person or virtually. We
appreciate your patience and cooperation in light of the
uncertainty of these times. Whether in person or virtually, it
will be time well spent and an investment in our life together
in community. Please check our website at
holycrosschurch.org/virtualmeetings for any updates.

Over the radio just now, the prime minister of Great Britain
addressed the British Parliament about the war in the Persian
Gulf. His remarks made musical matters seem extremely
irrelevant. In response to a question, the prime minister noted that
the military forces are instructed to be careful not to damage
sacred or cultural sights. This caution suggests that in the long run
artistic concerns are not so unimportant after all.
God has nourished the human soul through the centuries via the
lives of uniquely creative people. Names such as Shakespeare and
Chaucer, Bach and Mozart, Raphael and Rodin come to mind.
Rodin created “The Thinker,” for example, while Chaucer was the
father of English literature. Indeed, in his or her own way, every
great artist makes a singular contribution to both his era and every
age thereafter.
1991 happens to be the 200th anniversary of the death of Mozart.
One amazing distinction Mozart holds is that he is the greatest
known example of a musical prodigy. He was a touring concert
pianist at age 4 and a composer of symphonies at age 8. In his
relatively brief life of 34 years, he created an incredible amount of
fine music which, along with the music of Haydn, personifies the
Classical Era in music history. 200 years after his death, the
ongoing recognition of Mozart’s creations would lead one to
believe that his life mattered.
1985 was the 300th anniversary of the birth of Bach, and that year
was celebrated with festivities worldwide. Lutherans have
particular reasons to remember his contributions, but that music
history itself has sometimes been demarcated as pre-Bach and
post-Bach indicates the measure of his greatness. To relate the
composer to another important current event, it is interesting to
note that the reunification of Germany was a boon to Bach
scholarship because Bach lived in what we knew for 28 years as
East Germany.
Great art makes men immortal and ultimately relevant for every
era. (Sir Thomas More being called “A Man for All Seasons”
comes to mind.) Current events temporarily draw our attention to
other important issues. But when humanity seeks to recover from
the ravages of war, may it recall the creative efforts which have
stamped the ages with distinction.
God grant us the ability to return in peace to pursuits of whatever
persuasion when war is done.

Charlotte & Robert Foss
July 7, 2020
Lemonia Armon
July 9, 2020
Doris Burandt
July 30, 2020
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Virtual Opportunities for Relational and Small Group Ministries
At this time, all in-person meetings for small group and relational ministries have been canceled or moved online. We encourage you to
continue to be in contact with the members of your different groups or to explore new groups. It is important to still have community in
these times. If you are in need of contact information for someone in your group, please feel free to reach out to the church office staff at
office@holycrosschurch.org or at (847) 367-4060.
Some groups are offering virtual meetings via Zoom, by phone or in Facebook groups. New participants
are always welcome! Please see below or check the Virtual Events and Gatherings page on our website
for updates, meeting dates and times and the links to connect to the meetings at
holycrosschurch.org/virtualmeetings
Questions about Zoom? Contact Steve Oelschlager at steve@holycrosschurch.org
Meets online

Announcing Even More Learning Opportunities
Holy Cross is at work to bring more learning your way through shared classes with other congregations. This means we may have members
from other congregations joining us for our courses and groups just as we might participate in their events. With Zoom and virtual
connections, all sorts of new possibilities exist. Watch our print and digital communications for more information.

via Zoom. Please register: bit.ly/couplesworkshops
Amid sheltering-in-place and hunkering down at home, might it be possible to increase not just the quantity of
time with your significant other, but also the quality? How might your relationship be strengthened by a
renewed awareness of time-tested methods for enhancing intimate relationships? Can we learn or re-learn
skills to refresh our appreciation of, communication with, and commitment to our most valued relationship?
Please join us as Phil Kirschbaum, LCSW, a retired counselor and marriage and family therapist, facilitates the
last of four Zoom sessions for Holy Cross. Phil co-founded the Gurnee Counseling Center and has years of
interaction with the people of Holy Cross. The 90 minute session will include time for presenting ideas, group
discussion, conversation with your partner, and a few minutes of music from Dale Tippett. If you are not able
to participate as a couple because of logistics, please attend anyway—the couple will reap the benefits of what
you learn. You can contact Steve Oelschlager at steve@holycrosschurch.org if you have any questions.

holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/94648815001
See more detailed information about this month’s event on page 5. Save this future date:
Monday, October 19
Hope… Walking the Way

The

Story
of

God

via Zoom. Please register: bit.ly/StoryofGodAug2020
Whether we realize it or not, stories profoundly influence how we understand ourselves and the world, leading
to how we make decisions and behave. Each of us as individuals has a narrative for our life, including what
makes life worth living. Story helps us to make sense of our family, the organizations we work for, and our
country. Story is also critical for how we think about God and the origin of the universe and life. To better see
all of this, what do your stories tell you about whether God is loving or angry, present or distant? What does a
hero look like and do according to accounts from your life, family, country, and faith?
Join us to consider your Story of God, including an overview of the power of story, and then three stories
competing for our loyalty today: God in Heaven, Life Without God, and God in Us. Learn to be more aware of
the stories shaping your perceptions and their implications for the choices you make.
Session facilitators are Kenneth Dale, a retired Lutheran seminary professor, and Steve Oelschlager. There will
be plenty of time for conversation and sharing. Register using the link above. If you have any questions, please
contact Steve Oelschlager at steve@holycrosschurch.org
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via Zoom. Please register: bit.ly/dialoguesRACE
At Holy Cross, we recognize that discussions about racism are difficult topics that require safe and respectful
moments to have thoughtful conversations as people of faith. This series will utilize a discussion book
published by Sparkhouse, and each week we will discuss a weekly topic, watch a video featuring a leading
voice, and share our thoughts and ideas with each other. Each session will end with a check in and prayer.
Our goals and hopes are that you build lasting relationships as you share your thoughts with one another,
engage in respectful conversation about local and worldwide issues, and turn conflict into community. We
hope that you feel like this is a place where you can have difficult conversations, hearing others’ thoughts, and
ultimately turning conflict into community.
Participant books will be available for pick up at the church office or can be mailed. Please contact the church
office at office@holycrosschurch.org with any questions.

holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/92788348704
Materiality as Resistance is a textured teaching about who we are called to be in the world through the lens of
loving God, loving ourselves, and loving our neighbor. Please contact Pastor Bob with any questions at
pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org

via Zoom
To join this group, please contact Jodi Zombolo at (224) 595-8573.

Book Club

holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/91424390241
This month, the book club is discussing First: Sandra Day O’Connor by Evan Thomas. Evan Thomas’
biography of Sandra Day O’Connor is an intimate, unbiased, resourceful, and beautifully written portrait of
the first woman to be a Supreme Court Justice. Appointed to the court by President Reagan in 1981, one
could easily make the case that she was the most important justice over the next twenty-five years.

zoom.us/j/301891517
This group is for men of faith to come together throughout the year to share their faith and thoughts about
topics that are challenging. All welcome. We are continuing to read The Thunder of Silence. In this book,
author Joel Goldsmith presents his understanding of a spiritual life and how it radically differs from
conventional living. Questions? Contact Steve Oelschlager at steve@holycrosschurch.org

holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/97264327783
College students, please gather via Zoom every 2 weeks to catch up with friends (and the pastors!) We
hope this will be a time for students to breathe, support each other as they navigate online classes and
campus closures, and think about what faith looks like right now. We hope you can join us to reconnect
and take a study break! Contact Hannah Oelschlager at (847) 502-5006 or Sam Randall (408) 614-4981
with any questions.

holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/96997219308
See page 2 for more information. Questions? Contact Pastor Bob at pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org
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Milestone
Ministries
Sunday School at Holy Cross
We feature open enrollment - your child may enroll year-round.

Core
Stories
Ages 3 - 5/Kindergarten

Grades 1 - 5

Sunday School Summer Series
Session #2 – Road to Emmaus
Our final lesson will be available on Wednesday, August 5
in the Holy Cross Sunday School Google classroom.
On Sunday, August 9 at 9:30 am please join Pastor Sally
once again via Zoom for the session two and final wrap up
conversation for the Sunday School Summer Series.
holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/91730065187
If you have any questions or comments, please contact Pastor
Sally at PastorSally@holycrosschurch.org
Thank you to everyone who has participated this summer, and
for everyone who made this all happen! A special thank you to
Dale Tippett, Jr. who made all of our videos possible.

Sunday School in the Fall
This fall, we will be continuing to use our Deep Blue Kids
Sunday school. Our first session will be on Sunday, September
20!
At this time, we are still not sure what the fall Sunday School
format will be. If we are able to be in person, then we look
forward to that option. However, if that is not possible, we will
continue to use an online format.
Please watch the Holy Cross website, the newsletter, and your
email for further details as we approach September.

Our faith journey occurs from birth through life eternal. Milestone
Ministries serve as an important way of connecting, supporting, and
equipping families and the congregation to pass on the faith, to live
out the promises that are made when someone is baptized and to
provide strength for their faith journey.

Due to COVID-19, a few of our Milestone Ministries had to
be postponed. These have been postponed until this
coming school year. We are still working on what
Milestone Ministries will look like this year, but we
anticipate a hybrid of both in-person and virtual offerings.
Please stay tuned for more information in the September
newsletter. If you have any questions, please contact the
office at office@holycrosschurch.org or Pastor Sally at
PastorSally@holycrosschurch.org

Sunday School Volunteers
Are you interested in playing games,
telling stories, making crafts or helping
share your faith with young children?
Then you are a perfect fit for our Sunday
School program! Whether it is as a sub
or as a rotation teacher, your service is
invaluable. We promise as a community
to help raise children in the faith during
baptisms, and we would love your help
in fulfilling this promise!
Some of the available opportunities
coming up this fall include:
Core Stories (Preschool/Kindergarten Sunday School):
Teachers, class helpers, classroom prep people (pulling together
materials for the upcoming lessons, etc.
Deep Blue (Grades 1-5 Sunday School): Rotation
Coordinator(s) of Deep Blue, rotation classroom teachers, guides,
and helpers. Classroom material prep (pulling together material
for the upcoming lessons, etc.), special events leaders.
Please see Pastor Sally’s article on page 2 for the sign up links to
volunteer in person or remotely.
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CONFIRMATION
Introducing Confirmation 2020-21!
Like all things in 2020, many of the programs at Holy Cross will look a little different as we make sense of this new way of living, and
Confirmation is no different. During quarantine, we took the opportunity to reimagine and re-envision our approach to Confirmation that
still accomplishes our goals of learning, relationship building, and the Biblical familiarity that we have always strived to provide. A new
element this year will be opportunities to personalize your Confirmation journey and allow for deeper learning in areas of personal
interest, opportunities for independent studies, and a mixture of online and in-person experiences. The set up will allow for all of it to be
easily moved online in response to changes related to the COVID-19 pandemic or even extreme weather situations.
Our new format asks you to be at church in person on Sunday nights from 6:30 to 8 pm twice a month, and the other two sessions for the
month will be left up to you to pick from our electives system. These electives may still happen on Sunday nights, or they may happen at
other times during the week with a variety of online or in-person opportunities for students to craft their own path of learning within the
provided framework.

Large Group Gathering

Each month will begin with a Large Group Gathering, which will be similar to how Confirmation has looked in the past. Students will
gather in the sanctuary for a time of worship and larger group learning that is best done in person rather than online and the evening will
conclude with a time to gather and reflect as a small group.

Small Group Gathering

Small groups gather once a month in person for relationship-building events. These will be coordinated by the small group leaders with
the assistance of Confirmation leadership and families of the small groups. These events may be held in person or virtually. They can meet
at church, someone’s home, a local recreation venue, or a service site. Information regarding your students’ small group will be
communicated by your small group leaders. The goal of this is fun, fellowship, and connections. We hope that your small group remains
“church friends” for many years to come.

Electives

The expectation is that students will participate in additional electives each month, depending on their schedules, with a minimum of 11
per year. The elective categories are Relational, Biblical, Congregational Life, Servanthood, and Vocation. Each year, students will
complete electives from each category per the matrix provided. Some electives will be scheduled via online sign ups, and various electives
may have a minimum/maximum number of participants needed to run the elective. Others will be created and completed individually,
either through conversation with an adult or on their own. Please watch for the Electives Course Catalog coming in the near future.

Are you interested in becoming a small group leader to walk alongside our young people? Or teach a 45-60 minute elective based
on your passion/hobby and faith? We would love to have you share your faith with our young people! Contact Pastor Sally at
PastorSally@holycrosschurch.org for more information or with questions.
There will be a Confirmation Small Group Leader meeting via Zoom for those interested.
Sunday, August 30 at 6:30 pm
holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/92986453580

holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/6481626713
The Crossroads High School Youth Group met twice in July over Zoom,
hanging out and enjoying the time in community with each other. We’re
thrilled to have had our incoming freshmen class join in last month as
well! The theme for the month was Justice, and we had some great
conversations around how we’re all made in God’s image, and how we
can actively show mercy and compassion for one another.
If you have any questions, please contact Sarah Grayer at
SarahGrayer@holycrosschurch.org

zoom.us/j/92613862227
This is a group for parents of 8-12 grade students. It is
an opportunity to connect with other parents who are
experiencing the same things you are and discuss things
from a faith perspective.
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COVID-19 Grief Support
Willow House provides grief support
services to children, families, schools and
communities coping with the death of a
loved one. We understand that for those
grieving during COVID-19, a sense of
isolation and uncertainty can compound
the already challenging feelings of grief.
Additionally, our team is available by phone at
(847) 236-9300 during our normal office hours, 9 am - 4 pm.

As you may imagine, the number of individuals and families
who need assistance during these difficult times is increasing.
COOL Food Pantry has changed its operating procedures.
COOL patrons come by appointment only to pick up already
packaged food. The number of patrons has grown, and our
monetary help is needed more than ever.
To continue to help, you may donate online on our website at
donate.holycrosschurch.org

Willow House has been offering summer programs via
Zoom, and you can find out more information about those
programs below.
If you know of any children, teens, parents, and families that
can benefit from Willow House’s free services, please let
them know where they can contact Willow House. Families
can begin the process for registering for any of the programs
below by registering online, calling (847) 236-9300 or
emailing info@willowhouse.org

Summer Programs
Expressive Arts (Ages 3 to Adult)
Tuesday, August 25 from 6:30 to 7:30 pm
Join Willow House for their monthly based Expressive Arts
group to explore using the creative process as a coping skill
for your emotions. Art making allows Willow House to
connect to their families in a new way when words may be
difficult to find. Art making also helps to honor and connect
to our loved ones that have died.
Register at willowhouse.org/summer-programs/
Summer Self Care Series (Ages 13+)
Tuesday, August 11 from 6:30 to 7:30 pm
This session, “Breathing for Relaxation,” helps grieving
individuals learn how to shift from stress-reaction mode to
relaxation-response mode. Common breathing exercises used
in Yoga, as well as more contemporary wellness-based
techniques, will be included.
Register at willowhouse.org/summer-programs/
Parenting While Grieving Workshop: Coping with Grief
Wednesday, August 19 from 7 to 8 pm
In this workshop, you will be guided through a workbook
from What’s Your Grief. We will discuss coping skills,
support systems, and how to take care of ourselves while
parenting through grief.
Register at willowhouse.org/summer-programs/

PADS is continuing to help house individuals at local hotels
with safe housing options during the pandemic. Because of
this, we are continuing to support their new needs by using
monetary donations for PADS to buy the needed items. If
you would like to help, please donate online on our website
at donate.holycrosschurch.org
We will use these donations to shop for the needed items,
and then bring them to our PADS site. If you have any
questions, please contact Peg Chartier, Pat Chianelli, or the
church office at office@holycrosschurch.org for additional
information.

LSSI’s 140-Mile Challenge
Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) is currently hosting a
virtual “race” to 140 miles. You can compete as a walker, runner,
or biker to raise awareness for LSSI’s Foster Care Programs.
The goal of 140 miles represents the 140 weeks that children in
Illinois spend in the foster care system, 60 weeks longer than the
national average. With its 153-year history as a leader in child
welfare, LSSI is working closely with the Department of Children
and Family Services to help reduce the time children spend in care.
You can be a part of the solution, too!
Sign up at lssi.org/140mi-race.php
This virtual race has already begun, but you have until September
4 to finish your 140 miles. You’ll complete your registration by
creating a fundraising page to share your goal with your network,
or by making a donation to LSSI. All funds raised will support
LSSI’s programs to serve children, their families, and their foster
families.
If you have any questions, please contact Mariah Heinz at
Mariah.Heinz@lssi.org or (847) 635-4656.
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CrossWays Preschool

Celebration! Childcare

by Samantha Cooper, Director of CrossWays Preschool & Celebration! Childcare

CrossWays Preschool Open House
Our CrossWays staff is getting excited about returning in the
fall. Classrooms are beginning to be set up and organized for
the 2020/21 school year.
Open house for enrolled students at CrossWays Preschool is
on Friday, August 21. We are putting together a fun virtual
open house for students and parents.
Currently, we have available spots in our 2 year old preschool
classroom. Visit our website for more information about at the
program and our updated guidelines regarding Covid-19 at
cpreschool.org Please call or email us if you have any
questions.
We are waiting to see what will be decided for local school
districts in the fall, and if that will have any affect on our
programming.

Summer Fun at Celebration! Childcare
Summer is more than halfway over! Enrollment has increased
since we restarted operations in June. The children have been
enjoying water play outside and enjoying special activities like
picnics and popsicle days. We are so grateful to be able to have
the opportunity to have these special treats, especially since our
summer activities have looked very different then summers
before.
Our staff and students have been able to clean up the garden
area, and started planting. We planted watermelons, pumpkins,
tomatoes, and some flowers. Our students are excited to see
what the garden will yield this year!
August ends our summer session, and begins our fall school
session. We are beginning to look at taking in new students. If
you or anyone you know is looking for childcare, please call
and let us know.

Wanted!
Celebration! Childcare
is hiring Teachers & a School Nurse

School Supply Collection
As fall gets closer and you get ready for a new school year,
please keep CrossWays Preschool and Celebration! Childcare in
mind. In past years the congregation and friends of Holy Cross
have been generous in donating much-needed school supplies to
our classrooms. We always have use for extra markers, glue,
crayons, and colored pencils.
Collection boxes will be available for drop-off at the
entrance to CrossWays Preschool and at the entrance to
Celebration! Childcare. Thank you!

crossways@holycrosschurch.org
(847) 367-4367
cpreschool.org

CrossWays
Preschool

Teacher candidates must be at least 18 years of age with a high
school diploma and meet DCFS qualified requirements.
Compensation ranges from $13.50 to $15 per hour depending
on experience.
To apply, call Director, Samantha Cooper, at (847) 367-6208
or email your resume to celebration@holycrosschurch.org
We are looking for a registered nurse to monitor and check our
infant classroom once a month. If you are interested in the
position, please reach out to Director, Samantha Cooper to
apply.

Celebration!
Childcare

celebration@holycrosschurch.org
(847) 367-6208
cchildcare.org
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Virtual Events and Gatherings
We may be distant, but we are still meeting online! See pages 5 - 7 for information
about various small groups and discussion series opportunities for you to join and
participate in. See page 9 for youth ministry events.
All links to virtual events and meetings are also posted on our website at
HolyCrossChurch.org/virtualmeetings

Sunday Virtual
Worship Schedule
View online at
HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons
on August 2, 9, 16, 23, & 30

The

Story
of
Join us for informal worship
experiences via Zoom with music,
prayers, scripture, and conversation.
All welcome to participate!

Saturdays in August
at 5:30 pm via Zoom.

God

4 Sessions on the Importance of Our Stories

Starting Sunday, August 2
at 10:30 am via Zoom.
More info on page 6.

Monday, August 24
at 6:30 - 8:30 pm via Zoom.
Theme: “Community…
Bigger Than Ourselves”
See page 6 for more details.

See page 3 for details.

