“Yet if you say so, I will…”
One of my favorite New Testament
moments is between Jesus and Simon
Peter in Luke 5:1-11. As Luke describes
the scene, it’s early morning, and Simon
Peter is cleaning his fishing nets after a
miserable night out on the lake. He and
his partners have worn themselves out,
casting nets from dusk till dawn into the
dark water. As the sun rises, they have
nothing to show for their efforts but sore
muscles and weary hearts; their nets are
empty. Just then, Jesus shows up, steps
into Simon’s boat, and tells his would-be
disciple to “put out into the deep water.”
In other words, to do the same old same
old one more time, with no guarantee
that he’ll see better results. Simon
protests: “Master, we have worked all
night long.” But then he obeys: “Yet if
you say so, I will.” As soon as Simon’s
net hits the water, his emptiness gives way.
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Peter and the Fishermen by Gloria Deppert

I so appreciate this Gospel story for many reasons. First, the story describes failure so honestly. I know
what it’s like to work really hard at something that matters, and have nothing to show for my efforts when
I'm done. I imagine we all do. But if Simon's experience is representative, maybe Jesus has a penchant for
showing up at precisely such moments of loss and defeat. Maybe he has good reasons for asking us to
return to old places of pain and failure. However, Jesus doesn’t just ask, he actually steps into the moment
and ventures into the deep water with us. Time and time again, throughout Jesus’ ministry he meets people
where they are.
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Second, the story honors the “same old same old” ways of our individual lives. Simon Peter and his partners
know from years of experience what depths of patience, resilience, intuition, and artistry professional
fishing requires. Simon knows the tools of the trade, the limitations of his body, and the life-and-death
importance of timing, humility, and discretion. Most of all, he knows the water. He knows how to respect it,
how to listen to it, and how to bring forth its best. When Jesus shows up and commissions the seasoned
fisherman, Simon understands the call not as a directive to leave his experience and intelligence behind, but
to bring the best of his knowledge and expertise forward. This suggests to me that we don’t follow Jesus in
the abstract. If we’re going to follow him at all, we’ll have to do it in the particulars of the lives,
communities, cultures, families, and vocations we find ourselves in. We need to trust that God prizes our
intellects, our backgrounds, our educations, and our skills, and that God will bless and multiply the daily
stuff of our lives.
Lastly, this moment tells the truth about our journey with God and with faith. Though we’re often reluctant
to admit it, life can be a grind with the “same old same old” of monotony and failure. Even the most
earnest and hardworking of us can land at moments in our life with empty, stinking fishing nets tangled in
our fingers, and wondering what the heck went wrong. The hardest thing to do at these moments is to make
the leap of trust that Simon makes. “Yet if you say so, I will.”
As we begin a new year, let us pray: “Yet if you say so, I will try again. Yet if you say so, I will be faithful to
my vocation. Yet if you say so, I will go deep rather than remain in the shallows. Yet if you say so, I will
trust that your presence with me is more precious than any guarantee of success. Yet if you say so, I will
cast my empty net into the water, and look with hope for your kingdom to come. Amen.”
Peace,
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Annual Congregational Meeting
As with many other aspects of life, the ongoing pandemic is affecting our plans
for Holy Cross’ annual congregational meeting. We will be meeting via Zoom
instead of gathering in person as we have in years past.

Sunday, January 30, 2022
at 11:30 am via Zoom
All confirmed members of Holy Cross are
encouraged to participate.
In-person worship at 8 & 10 am
Attention all ministry members:
Kindly submit your reports for the 2021 Annual
Report to office@holycrosschurch.org
by Monday, January 3.

The Annual Report will be made available starting on Sunday, January 23. View
the Annual Report PDF document online at HolyCrossChurch.org/resources
Printed copies will be distributed during worship on Sundays, January 23 and
January 30 at 8 and 10 am. If you’re unable to attend worship and would like a
printed copy, please notify the church office as soon as possible at (847) 367-4060
or office@holycrosschurch.org to arrange pickup or for a copy to be mailed to
you.
Please review the following guidelines which will be in place for the Zoom
meeting.
•
•
•

•

Rev. Dr. Robert A. Davis, Senior Pastor
Sarah Accettura, Administrative Coordinator
Janet Carr, Congregational Activities
Carmen & Abel Cervantes, Custodians
Beth Fashimpaur, Handbell Choir Director
Deaconess Katie Freund, Director of Early Faith
Formation Ministries
Beth Ann Koenemann, Financial Administrator
Carrie Mack, Director of Youth Music Ministries
Steve Oelschlager, Director of Operational Ministries
Ellie Rautenbach, Congregational Communications
Manny Rivera, Property
Dale Tippett Jr., Director of Contemporary Music and
Worship Technical Arts
Tom Zombolo, Property
Samantha (Sam) Cooper, Director
Roxanne (Rocky) Kupfer, Assistant Director
Tania Zombolo, Assistant Director
Harold Sargent (President), Andy Eidson (Vice President),
Darin Chartier, Nicole Drake, Mick Garrison, Gail Kelly,
Bill Miksch, Karl Nygard, Jeannine Phillips, Sonny
Randall, Amy Sekili, John Villani
Secretary, Terry Berger
Treasurer, Lori Fedyk
Financial Secretary, Tom Miller
Altar Care: Julie Luczkiw
Greeters: Therese Delli Paoli
The Cross Connection, parish newsletter of Holy Cross
Lutheran Church, is published monthly and is available online
at HolyCrossChurch.org/newsletters. Articles should be
submitted by the 1st of the month to Janet Carr at
janet@holycrosschurch.org

All confirmed members of the congregation are encouraged to join the
meeting.
For us to begin on time, please allow extra time to connect and test your
settings. Test Zoom in advance at zoom.us/test
In order to cast a vote on Zoom, each participant will need to log in to the
meeting with a dedicated device. While multiple people in a household can
watch the meeting on one device, they will not be able to cast more than one
vote per device. If more than one person plans on voting during the meeting,
please connect to Zoom with additional devices. Please note that landline
phone calls to Zoom will also not allow voting.
Questions during the Zoom meeting may be typed in the chat section. To
submit a question prior to the meeting, please send an email to
office@holycrosschurch.org by Friday, January 28.

Join the Zoom meeting on January 30 at 11:30 am
holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/85944122570

Coming Attractions
by Dale Tippett, Jr.

Happy New Year and hello, Holy Cross from the music and film department!
What an amazing season it’s been! There is so much to be excited about and so
many people to thank and celebrate, I won’t make a list here so I don’t leave
anyone out.
You may have noticed (or not) that our new camera system has been installed in
the sanctuary. As I write this, we are still integrating our existing projectors so
we can get full functionality out of our new setup. What we are about to be able
to do is livestream our Sunday morning worship services online so people
anywhere can join us in real-time as we worship—these services will be recorded
and published like our regular Sunday online worship offerings, but on a slight
delay, instead of simultaneously, as it’s been for the last couple years. Stay tuned
for more developments.
The new system means new opportunities to help out in the AV department. Over
the next couple of months I would like to develop some producers at church to
help guide the online streaming experience for the home viewer—switching
cameras and managing the sound and any prerecorded video assets that we’ll be
using on Sunday mornings. If you are interested, please email me at
dale@holycrosschurch.org
Also, if you are interested in managing the projector slideshows, reach out and
we’ll get a schedule together.
As always, you are more than welcome to join us in music so email me if you are
interested and we’ll provide the opportunities!
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The Season of Epiphany
by Deaconess Katie Freund

Resumes on January 9 at 9 am
Fellowship Area

One way or another, we have survived the hustle and bustle of
another December and the season of Epiphany is here. Epiphany
is a short season that’s easy to overlook and my hope for our
families is that we don’t fall for the same trap in our own lives.
It’s tempting to always focus on what comes next, but to be
present for the here and now is a powerful and challenging thing.
As parents and guardians, we all objectively know that our
children are only this age once—we hear that worn out platitude a
million times. What we aren’t often given are ways to live
differently so we don’t take these years for granted. We spend our
days chasing things that often, when we get to the heart of it, are
empty. Meanwhile, like a celestial anomaly being followed by
three African magi, pursuing greater meaning can seem foolish or
futile. After all, stars are only balls of gas burning billions of miles
away; what could it possibly mean to follow one? Let alone follow
one in order to find a newborn monarch?
A few weeks back we were driving home after dark and my two
(and a half) year old gave me explicit directions to climb a tree
and get those stars so she can hold them.
Sometimes, we need a refresher course in humility. We need to be
reminded that we, in fact, do not always know better than our
younger family members. While my child is operating under that
assumption that all of God’s creation is at her fingertips, I’m
letting fleeting worries eclipse seeing the world around me
through the lens of my faith.
As we mature, what is it we learn that causes our perception to
become so narrow? As we help our own beloved little ones grow,
how do we foster a more expansive view for them? Too often we
spend our parenthood chasing what is “best” for our children, but
we aren’t often given the space to interrogate what that means.
What are we spending our lives following?
And when we feel as though we need the answers, we are fooling
ourselves. We can ask questions of our children, not to teach them
but rather to learn from them. What grows out of those spaces is
deep faith development.
There is no perfect example I can give you for engaging your kids,
and to be honest I can't even remember the exact details of how
Maggie and I finished talking about the stars. You don’t need to
have perfect parenting skills, you need to just show up as
authentically you. That is what will teach your kids to be
authentically them. And for the hard part? Don't hesitate to be
vulnerable—that's how we teach faith.
There has been a LOT of conversation here at Holy Cross about
faith formation, and the proven fact that we cannot circumvent is
that you as the individuals raising our youngest members are
guaranteed to have the greatest impact on our children’s future in
faith. That’s a great blessing. It also means that those kids (both
little and big) are soaking up your worldview, and watching how
you live your life. You are their first compass as they set off on
their own journeys. Don’t be intimidated by that, let it be a
blessing. Because the truth is they have just as much to teach you.
While we can’t climb trees and bring stars down to them, what we
as loving guardians can do is show them how to follow stars in a
meaningful way.

Details on page 8

Can you
lend a hand?
•

Undecorate after Christmas
Tuesday, January 4 & Wednesday January 5
10 am to 3 pm - Take down décor from sanctuary
Thursday, January 6
7 to 8 pm - Heavy lifters/return décor to basement.
Sign up online to help undecorate at bit.ly/decorating21

• Worship volunteers: Readers, Greeters/Ushers
To help provide information, assistance and a rich worship
experience, we are looking for one reader and one greeter/
usher assistant at each worship service on Sunday mornings.
If you were a reader/greeter prior to the start of the pandemic,
you have received an email inviting you to schedule yourself
for a date/time that works for your schedule. If you would like
to connect to serving in this way, please contact the church
office at office@holycrosschurch.org or (847) 367-4060 and
we will be happy to assist to get you started.

“A Path Forward” Update

A PATH

Four strong candidates were presented to
FORWARD
the Call Committee. First round of
interviews has occurred and went well.
Each candidate spent a full day and evening with members of
the group. Each day began with a breakfast session. Lunch was
scheduled with several members of the call committee. A driving
tour was provided to better understand the context of what Lake
County and its communities offer. Dinner and another formal
interview was conducted in the evening. A decision will be made
about who to invite back for a second round of interviewing.
Schedules of the candidates, their families (where appropriate),
and availability of call committee members will determine the
next round of interviews. When the call committee comes to
agreement, a single candidate will be presented to the church
council for their role in identifying a new senior pastor. At the
appropriate time, a special congregational meeting will be
convened following the guidance of our congregational
constitution and in consultation with the Bishop’s Office of the
Metropolitan Chicago Synod ELCA. Please continue to follow
the progress of the process as information is made available to
the members of Holy Cross at holycrosschurch.org/transition

Patricia Komaschka
December 4, 2021
Nicholas Bellios
December 10, 2021
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Did You Notice?
by Pastor Bob

Holy Cross, Jesus, and the Quest for
Aliveness
by Steve Oelschlager

No matter the burdens and challenges we carry with us into
2022, including the continued uncertainties related to the Covid
pandemic, we also show up grateful for the ultimate gift, the
gift of life. It is the privilege of life, each and every breath
sustaining each and every heartbeat, that makes everything else
possible.

As you drive into the church’s parking lot, cast your eyes westward
towards the berm. You will notice a new oak cross adorning the
church property. You may be wondering where it came from. Holy
Cross’ property is comprised of almost 11 acres. We are blessed
with a variety of trees, bushes and plants. We take seriously the
care of our slice of God’s creation. On the south edge of our church
property there is a hickory/oak savannah. Our fire pit is located
there and has served as a destination for fellowship and devotional
moments. Both youth and adults have enjoyed this amazing part of
our church property. In 2020 one of the white oak trees became
compromised and needed to be removed. We were surprised when
the tree was cut down to discover that the main trunk was intact.
The tree had a trunk diameter of 32” and died from oak blight
which gave us logs with virtually no rot. The top branches were cut
into firewood. Little was wasted. A cross was fabricated that is 15
feet tall and placed as a reminder of and a witness to the
unconditional love that Jesus showed the world.
A word of appreciation to Darin, Jackson, and Corbin Chartier, Lee
and Charlotte Haak, and Greg Winters from Greg’s Lawnmower
for working on the project. We hope it will serve as a reminder to
everyone who visits Holy Cross.

Amazon Smile Update
Since joining the Amazon Smile program in 2016, Holy Cross’
youth ministry have received over $950 in donations!
Setting up automatic donations is easy. Visit
smile.amazon.com or use the Amazon app
before you shop, select Holy Cross Lutheran
Church as your charitable organization and
0.5% of your purchase amount will
automatically be donated.
Thank you for your continued support!

While life itself is foundational, Jesus seemed to suggest there
was something more we might expect. Jesus contrasted “life”
with “abundant life”, and “the life that truly is life.” Jesus also
inferred that following his teachings and examples were “the
way, the truth, and the life.” And so we continue in 2022 to
look towards our faith in Jesus and our community of faith here
at Holy Cross to lead us to that something more for ourselves
and others. Here is how pastor and author Brian McLaren puts
it in his book We Make the Road by Walking.
“What we all want is pretty simple, really. We want to be alive.
To feel alive. Not just to exist but to thrive, to live out loud,
walk tall, breathe free. We want to be less lonely, less
exhausted, less conflicted or afraid… more awake, more
grateful, more energized and purposeful. We capture this kind
of mindful, overbrimming life in terms like well-being, shalom,
blessedness, wholeness, harmony, life to the full, and aliveness.
The quest for aliveness explains so much of what we do. It’s
why readers read and travelers travel. It’s why lovers love and
thinkers think, why dancers dance and moviegoers watch. In
the quest for aliveness, chefs cook, foodies eat, farmers till,
drummers riff, fly fishers cast, runners run, and photographers
shoot.
The quest for aliveness is the best thing about religion, I think.
It’s what we’re hoping for when we pray. It’s why we gather,
celebrate, eat, abstain, attend, practice, sing, and contemplate.
When people say, ‘I’m spiritual,’ what they mean, I think, is
simple: ‘I’m seeking aliveness.’
Many older religious people—Christians, Muslims, Jews, and
others—are paralyzed by sadness that their children and
grandchildren are far from faith, religion, and God as they
understand them. But on some level, they realize that religion
too often shrinks, starves, cages, and freezes aliveness rather
than fostering it. They are beginning to see that the only viable
future for religion is to become a friend of aliveness again.”
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holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/93144150662
Join us for ongoing discussions of how the work of antiracism and inclusion intersects with our Christian
faith and how we can apply what we’ve learned within the community of Holy Cross and beyond. In the
upcoming months, we will welcome guest speakers, view and discuss films and select resources to read
individually and as a group—watch for more details to come.

Antiracism
Roundtable

Each month we pray with each other—for those wounded by racism and prejudice as well as for the
strength to examine our own biases, privileges, experiences, words, and actions. By listening to each
other, we gain new and renewed perspectives. You are welcome to attend anytime.
Please reach out to Carol Dikelsky at carol@dikelsky.org with any questions.

Our next study will be around the book Common Ground: Loving Others Despite Our Differences by
Amberly Neese. Whether it is in politics, the professional world, a party, or a pew, we face conflict every
day. As conversations get more heated and social media is deluged with opinion-spewing, hurt feelings,
and broken relationships, we need hope and practical tools to navigate the tumultuous waters and live at
peace with everyone. Fortunately, the Scriptures provides insight into living at peace despite our
differences through the stories of sibling rivalries in the Old and New Testaments. God’s Word helps us
discover common ground even when we disagree.

Women’s
Discussion
Group

Discussion Topics:
Joseph & His Brothers: Combating Jealousy
Moses, Miriam & Aaron: Working Together Despite Differences
Mary, Martha & Lazarus: Appreciating the Contributions of Others
Rachel & Leah: Having Compassion for the Plight of Others.
Questions? Contact Pastor Bob at pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org

holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/94321824417
The Holy Cross Book Club, open to anyone who is interested in reading and discussing books, routinely
meets the fourth Thursday of every month.
In January we will discuss The Library Book by Susan Orlean. This “exquisitely written and
consistently entertaining” book chronicles the April 1986 Los Angeles Public Library fire, which
consumed four hundred thousand books and damaged seven hundred thousand more. The book
showcases the larger, crucial role that libraries play in our lives, delves into the evolution of libraries,
and brings each department of the library to vivid life. Our discussion host for the evening will be
Melanie Houser. If you have any questions, please email Melanie at housermd@comcast.net
2022 Book Club Selections
Thursday, January 27 – hosted by Melanie Houser
The Library Book by Susan Orlean
Thursday, February 24 – hosted by Susan Williamson
Three Girls from Bronzeville: A Uniquely American Memoir of Race, Fate,
and Sisterhood by Dawn Turner

Thursday, July 28 – hosted by Nancy Scarpelli
Love Lives Here: Finding What You Need in a World Telling You What You
Want by Maria Goff
Thursday, August 25 – hosted by Nancy Joiner
Long Bright River by Liz Moore

Thursday, March 24 – hosted by Jeri Powers
The Authenticity Project by Clare Pooley

Thursday, September 22 – hosted by Heidi Dinter
The Book of Lost Names by Kristin Harmel

Thursday, April 28 – hosted by Kay Meyer
Death and Life of the Great Lakes by Dan Egan

Thursday, October 27 – hosted by Jeri Powers
Into the Forest: A Holocaust Story of Survival, Triumph, and Love by
Rebecca Frankel

Thursday, May 26 – hosted by Felicia Brandt
The Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles
Thursday, June 23 – hosted by Deb Sherrock
The Things We Cannot Say by Kelly Rimmer

Thursday, November 17 – host TBD
Blind Man’s Bluff: A Memoir by James Tate Hil
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holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/301891517
This group is for men of faith to come together throughout the year to share their faith and thoughts
about challenging topics. All welcome.

Saturday
Men’s Group

Starting in January, Pastor Bob will host conversations on the topic of In This Together… Loving Our
Way Forward inspired by video presentations over five sessions. See below for additional details.
Questions? Contact Pastor Bob at pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org or Steve Oelschlager at
steve@holycrosschurch.org

holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/84674791777
We differ in views and opinions. We think we know solutions. We all have different life circumstances,
variations of privilege, ethnicity, language and seasonings. There are different faiths and practices,
cultures, art, music, celebrations and ceremonies. Humanity has developed and diversified over time. But
in all our differences, we still are more alike than not. If we are blessed we grow to live a long life. Our
bodies function the same. We think and imagine. We innovate, create and manifest. We try, we fail and we
learn. We hurt and we get hurt, and hopefully heal. We breathe, need food, water, shelter and company.
We long for love, for friendship and community.
We find ourselves in this moment where coming together is fundamentally important and essential to our
moving forward from love regardless of faith, race, sexuality, nationality as one humanity for the healing
of the world. Pastor Bob will host conversations that are inspired by a video presentation over five
sessions.

IN THIS
TOGETHER

Five video offerings:
Session One: Toward the Other… Brian McLaren
Session Two: Honor Everyone… Miroslav Volf
Session Three: The Ultimate Embrace… Bishop Mano Rumalshah
Session Four: The Very Good Gospel… Lisa Sharon Harper
Session Five: Kinship & Kingdom… Father Greg Boyle
Questions? Contact Pastor Bob at pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org

Grounded
in

Grace

Quilting
GROUP

Salt has long been a symbol of purification and preservation. We will spend one hour relaxing in the Salt
Cave at "Salt of the Earth" in Libertyville. The cost to participate is $40 per person, and space is limited.
Please contact Terry Berger at terryberger.08@gmail.com to reserve a spot.

The Quilting Group gathers in-person on Wednesdays to sew as a group. Completed quilts are donated
to COOL Ministries for families residing in their Family Housing program or to Project Linus, an
organization that provides blankets to comfort children who are seriously injured, traumatized, or in
need. If you have quilt tops that you no long want or need, or have sewn a quilt top that you would like
to be donated to a good cause, consider giving it to the quilting group. Donations of 100% cotton fabric,
either scrap pieces or yardage, are always welcome. Contact Deb Sherrock at debs695@aol.com or
(630) 267-7802 with any questions.

To join this group, please contact Jodi Zombolo at (224) 595-8573. Pilates will meet in-person in the
west wing.
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CrossWays Preschool

Celebration! Childcare

by Samantha Cooper
Director of CrossWays Preschool & Celebration! Childcare

Welcome Back, Students!

Starting Fresh in 2022!

As we return from winter break, we are jumping into a fresh
year full of learning, developmental goals, and exciting lesson
plans. CrossWays Preschool will have a few new students
beginning 2022 with a preschool experience and we couldn’t be
more excited! Our teachers will work on transitioning back into
routines and challenging the students with additional goals.

Welcome to a new year! I am looking forward to seeing what 2022
has in store for us! Coming off the holidays, students are getting
back into routines and normal school days. The holiday craziness
can be difficult for children to navigate. Our teachers work on
re-establishing routine and structure come the first of the year.
Many of our classrooms are still working on the social/emotional
learning skills needed to be successful learners. In addition, students
are working on academic skills that include letter and number
recognition, colors, shapes, and fine motor practice. Some of our
students will be moving up to the next class level around midJanuary and will be exposed to their next phase of developmental
goals.

CrossWays Preschool students are looking forward to the
winter weather! Snow is a great texture and sensory material to
assist in learning and science. Students can search for animal
tracks in the fallen snow, build snowmen, explore the melting
process, and create science experiments with ice and snow.
Students continue working on their dressing skills as they
bundle up for outdoor winter play.

Enrollment
2022/23 Enrollment will soon be upon us! We will be opening
enrollment for 2 to 5 year olds to our current families after
February 1. Public registration for the upcoming school year
will be open soon after. Be on the lookout for the upcoming
year’s registration if you or someone you know is interested in
having a child start preschool next fall. See our website at
cpreschool.org to learn more about our program offerings and
to take a virtual tour!
CrossWays Preschool Important Dates

The shortened hours in the Silver Room (8:30 am - 4:30 pm) are
extending through the New Year as we continue looking for teacher
assistants for our afternoon shifts. We are thankful to our parents
who have been understanding and flexible during a difficult time for
childcare providers. We are fortunate to have the support of not only
Holy Cross and its members, but also the support of our board
members, families, and current staff.

Celebration! Childcare Important Dates
Friday, December 31: Closed (New Year’s Eve)
Monday, January 3: Classes resume

Monday, January 10: Classes resume after winter break
Monday, January 17: No School - MLK Day

Dine and Donate Fundraiser
CrossWays Preschool and Celebration! Childcare will be
hosting their next restaurant fundraiser at Panda Express! Be
sure to show the flyer or enter the code when ordering to help
us receive 20% back in proceeds.
Ordering options

•
•
•

in-person
at the drive-thru
online at
pandaexpress.com

•
Date: Thursday, January 20
Time: 10:30 am - 9 pm
Location: Panda Express
Store #3111
252 E Townline Rd, Vernon Hills

On the app

Enter 331856 in the
fundraiser code box
when ordering online/on
app. show paper/Digital
flyer when ordering inperson.

Flyer: bit.ly/panda120

(across from Super Target)

crossways@holycrosschurch.org
(847) 367-4367
cpreschool.org

CrossWays
Preschool

Now Hiring Teacher Assistants
HIRING BONUS: A $300 signing bonus will be given to
newly hired employees after 90 days of work!
Celebration! Childcare is a fun, flexible, and friendly work environment!
We are dedicated to our families and pride ourselves on being a
welcoming and positive work space. We are a DCFS licensed childcare
looking for individuals who are caring and dedicated to teaching and
helping children grow. Our staff are passionate, kind, and hard working.
Celebration! Childcare creates positive, strong bonds with our students
by creating warm, welcoming classrooms. We follow DCFS and health
department Covid-19 procedures and guidelines.
If you are looking for a place to start your career, we have
opportunities for growth! We offer a 50% tuition credit. Sign on bonus
included. Openings available for part-time assistants. Please contact
Samantha Cooper at (847) 367-6208 for more information and to set
up an interview. Resumes can be emailed to
celebration@holycrosschurch.org
Required education: High school or equivalent

Celebration!
Childcare

celebration@holycrosschurch.org
(847) 367-6208
cchildcare.org
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CONFIRMATION

Sundays, January 9, 16, 23, 30
at 9 am
Fellowship Area
All ages welcome!

by Deaconess Katie Freund

Happy New Year families of Holy Cross!
We left off in 2021 with celebrating the new liturgical year,
and by now the calendar year has caught up.
On Sunday mornings (between worship services) we’ve been
meeting with kids and adults all together in intergenerational
faith formation. That sounds awfully fancy doesn’t it! Really
it simply means that multiple generations have gathered and
are interacting together. We’re hopeful that as our youngest
community members are able to be vaccinated that our
numbers on Sunday morning will grow—and when that
happens we will revisit where we gather and what that looks
like. But for right now we are focusing in and on diving deep
into the lives of faith for our families. While we do love a
good song and our scripture lessons, the focus is specifically
on giving our families the tools they need to do the sacred
work of growing together in the love of God. We’re starting
again on January 9 at 9 am, and can’t wait to see you there!

by Deaconess Katie Freund
On January 9 our 6th - 8th grade students will be jumping back
into our confirmation schedule on Sunday nights.
We’ve returned to the “Here We Stand Curriculum” from
Augsburg Fortress, and it has been a joy to be back in person this
year. Our fall term was certainly a time of transition but we
couldn’t ask for better kids!

January Schedule
Time: 6:30 - 8 pm
Location: Sanctuary
January 2: Winter break
January 9: Law + Gospel and Sinner + Saint
January 23: Theology of the Cross & Theology of the Gospel
January 30: Saved by Grace Through Faith
See below for volunteer options to help pack lunches for PADS
starting on Sunday, January 16.
Questions? Contact Deaconess Katie Freund at
deaconesskatie@holycrosschurch.org

Confirmation Students: PADS Volunteer Opportunity
At Holy Cross we strongly value the church’s call to serve our neighbor, so it’s not surprising that
we've had several families asking about volunteer opportunities this year. In the past serving others
in the community has been an integral part of confirmation, but unfortunately the opportunities for such
things had dried up for the past two years due to Covid. However there's good news!
Starting in January we have the chance to resume working with PADS Lake County, which works with individuals and families
experiencing a housing crisis.
We have six dates to choose from where our confirmation kids can help on a Sunday morning (at 9 am between worship
services) to come pack lunches for PADS: January 16, February 6, 20 & 27, March 6 & 13
Sign up online at: bit.ly/PADSspring22
We'll be meeting on scheduled Sundays at 9 am in the Holy Cross kitchen.

Director of High School Youth Position Available

Crossroads
High School Youth Group

Intergenerational Worship + Faith + Food + Fun
Sunday, January 9 at 11:15 am
When is it? Every first Sunday of every month
Who? All 8th - 12th grade youth and their families
Where? The Holy Cross Lutheran Church Gathering Space
(Face masks are required indoors except when eating.)
What is it? The first 45 minutes is a fun and interactive
worship experience. The second 45 minutes includes lunch,
games and youth gathering planning.

The Crossroads program is looking for our next Director of High
School Youth & Family Ministry. This is a part time position (10
hours a week). The Director of High School Youth & Family
Ministry is supported by the broader Intergenerational Faith
Formation programing with an emphasis on developing long
lasting positive relationships within the larger family of church
members.
The Director of High School Youth Ministry areas of focus will
include:
- Ministry leadership and advocacy with high school youth and
their families
- Project and programming planning
- Event implementation and facilitation
- Establishing and sustaining relationships
Full job description available at holycrosschurch.org/jobs
Contact Steve Oelschlager at steve@holycrosschurch.org to apply.
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Project Reindeer Rosebud Update
by Therese Delli Paoli

R

This is our 14th year of supporting
our Lakota friends on the Rosebud
reservation. Due to Covid-19,
Project Reindeer Rosebud was
launched last year and it is an
exceptional success. We were
able to donate over $5,000
to several ministries in Rosebud
this year. These organizations
include: Tree of Life Ministry,
where they serve food to over 300
families/day and were in need of
disposable food containers to continue their valuable ministry;
Panther’s Clothes Closet, a part of the Rosebud Elementary
School, which provides both clothing and food to every student
throughout the year; and we also donated to The Boys and Girls
Club of Rosebud, which provides afterschool activities, tutoring,
meals, transportation and extracurricular activities for their
youth. We also financially support our missionary, Dorothy
Peterson, as she continues to work as our liaison to support
families on the Two Strike Reservation. We are thrilled to be
able to collaborate with these ministry partners and bring them
joy and hope this holiday season.
From your overwhelming and generous donations, we raised
over $5,000! We could not have accomplished this effort
without YOU! Going forward, these funds will be used next
year for projects on the Rosebud reservation and for the Lakota
people who face many obstacles on the reservation.
Congratulations to Jill McKeon, the winner of our $50
Mainstreet Gift Certificate. Thank you for your generous
donation.
We are thankful that we can carry on this tradition at Holy Cross
to support our Lakota friends. Special thank you’s to Pastor
Bob, Ellie Rautenbach, Sarah Accettura and Janet Carr who so
graciously supported our effort this year. We wish you God’s
blessings and peace throughout the New Year.
With sincere appreciation…
‘The Cookie Walk Team’
Karla Boucek, Therese Delli Paoli,
Melanie Houser, Gail Kelly, Carole Kenney,
Patty Moyer, Joyce Kveton, and Joyce Twardock

The Giving Tree Update
by Katie Ormson

Thank you again to the generous families of Holy Cross for
providing 70 gifts for the children and adults in the COOL
family transitional housing program. Delivering the gifts to the
COOL program is always a highlight of my December,
providing a bit of joy during tough times is so welcome for
these families that are working hard to get back on their
feet. Thank you.
As of this writing, Holy Cross members contributed over $5,000
towards holiday meal boxes for Thanksgiving and Christmas,
which is the equivalent of at least 250
families receiving holiday meals. Thank you
for your incredible generosity to assist those
in our community.
We would also like to thank those who
contributed to the “Gift-a-Card” program for
Lutheran Social Services of Illinois by
donating 20 gift cards. An additional $1,000
was collected online to purchase gift cards
for the families served by LSSI.
Thank you for your generous support!

The

Giving Tree

Willow House provides grief support services to
children, teens, young adult and adult family
members coping with the death of a loved one.
These groups provide a place in which the
challenges and feelings of the grieving
experience can be expressed, where loved ones
are remembered and honored, and where stories
can be shared in a safe and non-judgmental place.
After operating virtually due to Covid, Willow House will
again begin meeting in-person monthly at Holy Cross
beginning on Monday, January 10, at 6:30 pm. Subsequent
meetings will be held at Holy Cross on the first Monday of
each month.
For more information about Willow House, please visit
willowhouse.org or email info@willowhouse.org

Lutheran Disaster Response
As of mid-December, Holy Cross has donated over $6,000 to Lutheran Disaster Response. We
have received a letter of thanks from The Rev. Robin Brown, Director, Mission Funding,
Congregations for ELCA which included the following message of thanks:
“Your Spirit-filled generosity is helping families and communities reeling from disasters here in the United States and around the
world. No matter the variety of disaster, no matter the variety of need, your gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response enable people to
rebuild their lives and livelihoods now and far into the future. Thank you for your gracious gifts. The glory of God is shining
through you.”
To donate to Lutheran Disaster Response, visit elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response
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The Soil

by Leo Karris
The ELCA’s A Social Statement on: Caring for Creation:
Vision, Hope and Justice, reminds us about our place in and
connection to all creation.

The need for assistance for individuals
and families is ongoing. COOL Food
Pantry patrons come by appointment
only to pick up already packaged food.
The number of patrons has grown, and our monetary help is
needed more than ever. To continue to help, you may donate
on our website at donate.holycrosschurch.org

Soil is a Divine-human-other than human story. God planted a
garden and formed the human by breathing the spirit of life into
the soil of the ground. And from the ground, God also “made to
grow every tree that is pleasant,” and, “formed every animal of
the field and bird of the air.” (Gen 2:9,19)
Soil is where all life began. Is soil itself alive? It sure is. Would
you believe that one teaspoon of soil contains one billion
bacteria, a million fungi, and ten thousand amoeba? Earthworms
numbered in an acre of land that in a year’s time can turn over
twenty-five tons of soil? It is an incredible process but a very
delicate one and one that nature knows very well. It is up to us to
help it, “to till it and keep it.” (Gen 2:15) But we are losing the
soil and its fertility to erosion and the overuse of chemicals.
Statement: We must not press creation (soil) relentlessly, but
instead we are to care for it and be in relationship with it. A
living soil is the foundation of a healthy Garden. The Lord says
in Ezekiel 37:14, ”I will put my spirit within you, And you shall
live, And I will place you on your own soil”
Think About: The inputs and energy required to maintain a
lawn compared to gardens of native plants, vegetables, and
wildflowers. The benefits of growing native plants, vegetables,
and wildflowers.
Question: What impact does the use of fertilizers, pesticides and
herbicides have on the health of living soil and water
(groundwater, rivers, lakes)? What practices do you use in caring
for the soil and all its living creatures? What are some ecological
regeneration practices that can be used to keep a living soil
healthy?
Recommended Reading: Douglas W. Tallamy’s book, Nature’s
Best Hope: A New Approach to Conservation that Starts in Your
Yard, and Toby Hemenway’s book, Gaia’s Garden: A Guide to
Home-Scale Permaculture
Please email me your thoughts and questions at
leockarris@gmail.com

Early Bird Registration Now Open
Holy Cross is once again committed to hosting the Global
Leadership Summit (in person) August 4 - 5, 2022.
Register before January 11, 2022 using the following link and
priority code to take advantage of the $139 Host Site & Summit
Partner rate along with the free ticket to the GLS: Special
Edition (half-day event) on February 24, 2022:
bit.ly/GLSatHCLC
Priority code: GLS22TEAM

Pictured above are some of the quilters who made and donated
quilts for COOL Family Housing Families. Left to right,
Melanie Houser, Nancy Joiner, Mindy Lindholm (COOL
Executive Director), Deb Sherrock, and Sharon Pierluissi.

PADS Update
by Peg Chartier

I will first start by sincerely thanking each of you who have
contributed to this very important ministry. As you can
imagine, this has been an evolving situation once Covid-19
hit. We went from packing lunches and providing breakfast, to
individual meal components that could be safely distributed.
Last spring, we were able to make a huge contribution of
clothing, cleaning supplies, gift cards and food items at the
PADS central office to be distributed all over Lake County.
This fall has come with even more changes. Some area
churches have begun hosting at greatly reduced capacity. So
far, we have been able to supply First Presbyterian and
Shepherd of the Lakes with sack lunch supplies and individual
breakfast items. We will continue to do so through the end of
the PADS season, which will include help from our
confirmands (see page 8).
I am working with PADS central office to address some larger
needs. A need that all hosting churches have expressed is
needing volunteers to check in and stay with the guests
overnight, working in shifts. If you are interested in helping in
this manner, please contact me, and I will help you get
connected with the sign-up link associated with the site you
wish to serve. All volunteers need to be over age 18 and fully
vaccinated. The vaccine status of the guests is not known. If
you would like to contribute in other ways, please let me know.
Until we can get some details, you are welcome to reach out to
me directly via my email at chartier94@yahoo.com; please
reference PADS in the subject line. Monetary donations for
PADS may also continue to be made online on the Holy Cross
website at donate.holycrosschurch.org Thank you again and
have a blessed New Year!
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January
Calendar
Saturday, January 1
February newsletter content due

9 am
10 am

Sunday, January 2
8 am
Worship with Holy Communion, Sanctuary
10 am
Worship with Holy Communion, Sanctuary

Monday, January 17
CrossWays Preschool Closed
6 pm
Pilates, Celebration! Childcare atrium
7 pm
BSA Troop 194 meeting, 404

Monday, January 3
Celebration! Childcare Classes Resume
6 pm
Pilates, Celebration! Childcare atrium
Tuesday, January 4
10 am
Undecorating sanctuary, fellowship area
Wednesday, January 5
9 am
Quilting Group, 404
10 am
Undecorating sanctuary, fellowship area
Thursday, January 6
7 pm
Handbell Choir rehearsal, 402
7 pm
Undecorating sanctuary, fellowship area
Friday, January 7
Saturday, January 8
7 am
Saturday Men’s Group, fellowship area
12 pm
Lake Michigan Lodge group, fellowship area
Sunday, January 9
8 am
Worship with Holy Communion, Sanctuary
9 am
Sunday School: Faith Formation
10 am
Worship with Holy Communion, Sanctuary
11 am
Antiracism Roundtable & Workgroup, Zoom
11:15 am Intergenerational Worship +, Crossroads High
School Youth Group and their families
2 pm
BSA Troop 194 COH, fellowship area
6:30 pm Confirmation, Sanctuary
Monday, January 10
CrossWays Preschool Classes Resume
6 pm
Pilates, Celebration! Childcare atrium
6:30 pm Willow House Meeting, entire building
Tuesday, January 11
9:30 am Women’s Discussion Group, fellowship area
4 pm
Red Rose Choirs, 402
7 pm
In This Together Conversation, Zoom
7 pm
BSA Committee Meeting, 207
Wednesday, January 12
9 am
Quilting Group, 404
4 pm
Red Rose Choirs, 402
Thursday, January 13
7 pm
Handbell Choir rehearsal, 402
Friday, January 14
6:30 pm Grounded in Grace, Salt of the Earth, Libertyville
Saturday, January 15
Sunday, January 16
8 am
Worship with Holy Communion, Sanctuary

Sunday School: Faith Formation
Worship with Holy Communion, Sanctuary

Tuesday, January 18
4 pm
Red Rose Choirs, 402
Wednesday, January 19
9 am
Quilting Group, 404
4 pm
Red Rose Choirs, 402
Thursday, January 20
10:30 am Restaurant Fundraiser, Panda Express, Vernon Hills
7 pm
Church Council, fellowship area
7 pm
Handbell Choir rehearsal, 402
Friday, January 21
Saturday, January 22
7 am
Saturday Men’s Group, fellowship area
Sunday, January 23
8 am
Worship, Sanctuary
9 am
Sunday School: Faith Formaion
10 am
Worship, Sanctuary
6:30 pm Confirmation, Sanctuary
Monday, January 24
6 pm
Pilates, Celebration! Childcare atrium
7 pm
BSA Troop 194 meeting, 404
Tuesday, January 25
9:30 am Women’s Discussion Group, fellowship area
4 pm
Red Rose Choirs, 402
7 pm
In This Together Conversation, Zoom
Wednesday, January 26
4 pm
Red Rose Choirs, 402
Thursday, January 27
7 pm
Book Club, Zoom
Friday, January 28
Saturday, January 29
Sunday, January 30
8 am
Worship, Sanctuary
9 am
Sunday School: Faith Formation
10 am
Worship, Sanctuary
11:30 am Annual Congregational Meeting, Zoom
6:30 pm Confirmation, Sanctuary
Monday, January 31
6 pm
Pilates, Celebration! Childcare atrium
7 pm
BSA Troop 194 meeting, 404
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Sunday, January 30
11:30 am via Zoom

IN THIS TOGETHER
Tuesdays, January 11 & 25, February 8 & 22, March 8
7 pm via Zoom

All confirmed members of
Holy Cross are encouraged
to participate.
Full details on page 2

See more on page 6

Resumes on January 9 at 9 am
Fellowship Area
Details on page 8

CONFIRMATION
Resumes on January 9 at 6:30 pm
Sanctuary
Details on page 8

Celebration! Childcare
Is Hiring Teacher Assistants
HIRING BONUS: A $300 signing bonus will be given
to newly hired employees after 90 days of work!
See job description on page 7.

