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Moving from ‘NO’ to ‘YES’ 
 

Moving from ‘no’ to ‘yes’ is a lifelong shift 
in attitude. I believe that this is a central 
piece to the message of Easter. We celebrate 
God’s ‘yes’ to the ‘no’ of the cross. We 
proclaim God’s ‘yes’ to the ‘no’ of the tomb. 
We believe love’s ‘yes’ is stronger than 
hate’s ‘no’. All of this requires effort from 
us.  
 

Why is this so difficult? Honestly, we 
struggle with divided hearts, habitual sins, 
unhealthy thought patterns, and compromises 
of various sorts. This is because we are, as 
Luther put it, simultaneously both saints and 
sinners (simul justus et peccator) in life. 
Jesus invites us to move beyond all of our ‘no’s’ and denials, to the transforming grace of ‘yes’. But even 
though our ‘yes’ may be imperfect, and even partial or impermanent, it nevertheless avails us of the power 
of God’s transforming love as we mature.  
 

“Maturity,” writes Jean Vanier of the L’Arche community, “is precisely the acceptance of yourself with 
your own flaws, as well as others with their flaws.” Father Greg Boyles says it this way, “the measure of 
God’s love is that God is so busy loving us that God doesn’t have time to be disappointed in us.” Or, in the 
words of the hymn, we can come to God “just as I am” while knowing that God won’t leave us there. 
                                                                                                                                     

One of my favorite Biblical characters is Abraham because he embodies what is needed to move from ‘no’ 
to ‘yes’. Abraham sets out in faith, not knowing where he was going, or even why he was going, except that 
God had commanded him. He defied both the inner propensities of human nature and the outer pressures of 
cultural conformity that call us in the opposite direction: to journey from the unknown to the known, from 
what we do not have to what we think we want and need, from the strange and the unpredictable to the safe 
and the secure, and, from mere promises to human guarantees. Abraham acted whole-heartedly but without 
assurances or absolute certainty, whereas, we usually prefer certainty.  
 

Abraham subverts conventional wisdom, and so it feels counter-intuitive. Abraham is willing to move 
beyond the fear of the unknown that we can’t control, fear of others who are different from us, and fear of 
powerlessness in the face of impossibilities. Abraham left not only his geographic place. He had to leave 
behind his narrow-minded, parochial vision, and the tendency in all of us to exclude the strange and the 
stranger. Today, the message is often to fear the other, to marginalize the strange, to dismiss all that is 
different from who and what we know, value and believe. Without a doubt, there are other Biblical 
witnesses and moments that provide us insight into this journey from ‘no’ to ‘yes’. They also navigate what 
this means for a person of faith.  
 

So, where does that leave us? Marcus Borg is someone who has spent a significant amount of energy and 
time trying to articulate what it is that people of faith desire and what it requires of us to walk this journey 
of faith. What interests me about Marcus Borg is not his critical doubts but his rejuvenated faith. His 
approach to faith is appealing precisely because he moves beyond critical inquiry to what we seek, 
primarily, a personal and transforming experience of the living God, and that, sadly, sometimes people of 
faith espouse a salvation by correct doctrine which in the end limits us. However, I find it difficult if not 
impossible to separate the faith which believes (fides qua creditur)—faith as a verb, from the faith which 
one believes (fides quae creditur)—faith as a noun, the object or content of belief. 
 

Easter arrives on April 17 this year. There will be the usual and what we have come to expect. However, if 
Easter is God’s ‘yes’ to the ‘no’s’ of life, then, the ultimate journey is for us to do more than simply 
remember the events of Easter. The question becomes: Are we willing to move from defining people 
“according to our own tastes and predispositions” (Eugene Peterson) to a posture of openness that 
celebrates the love of God, a love for others, and a love for all God’s world? This is truly a journey that 
lasts a lifetime.  
 

Peace,  

http://HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons


2  

 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Robert A. Davis, Senior Pastor 
Sarah Accettura, Administrative Coordinator 
Janet Carr, Congregational Activities 
Carmen & Abel Cervantes, Custodians 
Beth Fashimpaur, Handbell Choir Director 
Deaconess Katie Freund, Director of Early Faith  
Formation Ministries 
Beth Ann Koenemann, Financial Administrator  
Carrie Mack, Director of Youth Music Ministries 
Steve Oelschlager, Director of Operational Ministries  
Ellie Rautenbach, Congregational Communications 
Manny Rivera, Property 
Dale Tippett Jr., Director of Contemporary Music and  
Worship Technical Arts 
Tom Zombolo, Property 
 

Samantha (Sam) Cooper, Director 
Roxanne (Rocky) Kupfer, Assistant Director 
Tania Zombolo, Assistant Director 
 

Andy Eidson (President), Harold Sargent (Vice President), 
Karla Boucek, Darin Chartier, Nicole Drake, Ralph Freye, 
Mick Garrison, Gail Kelly, Bill Miksch, Jeannine Phillips, 
Amy Sekili, John Villani  
Secretary, Terry Berger 
Treasurer, Lori Fedyk 
Financial Secretary, Tom Miller  
 

Altar Care: Julie Luczkiw 
Greeters: Therese Delli Paoli  

 

The Cross Connection, parish newsletter of Holy Cross  
Lutheran Church, is published monthly and is available online  

at HolyCrossChurch.org/newsletters. Articles should be  
submitted by the 1st of the month to Janet Carr at                                           

janet@holycrosschurch.org 

At the cross, legalism loses its power over our daily lives. The 

message of the cross has the potential of informing and 

influencing our lives as we compose and lean into a life of faith. 

The cross represents the gift of love that God has for each of us in 

a very personal way. The message of the cross changes everything 

imaginable. There are moments when it is difficult to grasp the true 

wonder and nature of what a cross represents in our lifetime. The 

cross as a symbol of the Christian faith has come to mean to 

people an alternate vision, a new hope and a new life. It is God’s 

‘yes’ to a world that often wants us to believe that life is about a 

‘no’. This is the blessing that the Crosses of Lent hold for us.  

The Crosses of  

 
In-person & livestream 

Liturgy: Holden Evening Prayer  
  

Wednesday, April 6, 7:30 - 8 pm  
Celtic Cross - Redemption 

Our last family-friendly fellowship opportunity of gathering before our                  
midweek Lenten worship service for a soup supper will begin serving at 6:30 
pm in the fellowship area and wrap up by 7:15 pm with worship beginning 
at 7:30 pm. Holy Cross is provides the soup, bread, and everything needed for 
the meal. All welcome, please join us! 

Wednesday, April 6 at 6:30 pm 

Passion/Palm Sunday 
April 10 at 8 & 10 am  

Sanctuary & Livestream 
with procession of palms and Holy Communion 

 

Maundy Thursday 
April 14 at 7:30 pm  

Sanctuary & Livestream 
Holy Communion (with First Communion) 

Theme: Greek Cross - Service 
 

Good Friday 
April 15 at 7:30 pm 

Sanctuary & Livestream 
Theme: Passion Cross - Suffering 

 

Ecumenical 
Easter Sunrise Worship 

April 17 at 6 am 
North Bay Pavilion at Independence Grove 

 

Easter Sunday Worship 
April 17 at 8 & 10 am 

Sanctuary & Livestream 
the celebration of the Resurrection  

with Holy Communion 
Children’s Message at 10 am 

mailto:office@holycrosschurch.org
http://holycrosschurch.org
http://HolyCrossChurch.org/newsletters
mailto:janet@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Newsletter
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Our Divine Parent 
by Deaconess Katie Freund 

 

God as parent is one of the most common analogies we use to 
understand our relationship with the Divine. God is not a 
disconnected creator—not simply a potter that walked away 
from the wheel and kiln thousands of years ago to leave us to 
our own devices—but rather, God is our birthing and 
sustaining parent. Kind of like that perfect parent we can 
expect ourselves to be… only better… and with less baggage.  
 

God knew each of us, knitted us while still in the womb, and 
every day bears us into new resurrected life. When thinking 
about what kind of mother God is, part of the miracle is to 
remember that God has both labored to bring you into this 
world and also God has chosen and adopted you into a new 
family. God’s parenthood is not bound by human convention.  
 
When looking towards our divine parent, so often our 
perception of God can be tangled up with negative aspects of 
authority. There is this idea of God as an angry dominating 
force, often laden with patriarchy and a punitive approach 
towards child rearing that is still present in modern 
Christianity. Instead, imagine a God that wraps our hands in 
those little newborn mittens so we stop scratching our own 
face. God knows you tenderly; is attentive to not only your 
basic needs but also every one of your idiosyncrasies. This 
depth of love is in no way gender-specific, nor bound to 
cultural norms.  
 

So, as we finish with Lent and I’m preparing to be away on 
parental leave, I’m invoking our tender-hearted creator and 
sustainer of all life. Our God is truly a God of loving each 
other into being. When building a family of any shape or size, 
we are drawing from an ancient and sacred well, relationship. 
Relationship is the foundation of our lives together in this 
thing called “family”. Relationship is also foundational to our 
lives together in faith.  
 

I’m so tempted to run away with parallels here! I want to talk 
about how we need to be nurtured and mature in faith just as 
we grow as people. I want to tell you all about how 
“attachment theory'' in child psychology has been shown to 
have direct correlations with how we come to perceive God 
later in life. I want to break down how the commandments all 
can be summarized into relational living with God, creation, 
and self. But suffice it to say, our Divine parent is in 
relationship with you, and loves you. That is the foundation of 
all else, just as if you were newly born.  

Holy Cross is participating in the COOL Ministries Easter Bagskets 
project again this year. This is both a fun and meaningful project that 
helps to bless the Easter tables of local families in Lake County.  
 

To participate, shop for non-perishable food items of your choice or 
use the list below as a guide: 
  

• Boxed potatoes  

• Canned vegetables  

• Jell-O  

• Juice and/or powdered milk  

• Canned fruit  

• Baking mix (such as Bisquick or cake mix with frosting)  

• Easter candy and/or egg coloring kit 

• Easter themed paper plates/napkins 

• Card with Easter message    

Place your donations in any paper grocery bag. Please do not overfill 
bags. Double bag heavy items or use multiple bags. If using multiple 
bags, please tie together. Filled bags should be  returned to Holy 
Cross by Sunday, April 10. In lieu of an Easter Bagsket, monetary 
donations can be made online at donate.holycrosschurch.org  
(Suggested donation: $20/bagsket)  
 

Additionally, we will be collecting donations to help COOL  
Ministries purchase canned hams. Please make checks out to Holy 
Cross with “COOL hams” in the memo or donate online at            
donate.holycrosschurch.org  (Suggested donation: $10/ham)  

Easter 
Bagskets 

Ecumenical
Easter Sunrise Worship 

Location: North Bay Pavilion at  
Independence Grove 
16400 Buckley Road,  

Libertyville 

The world bears witness to hatred, hostility, war and violence and 
while there may be differences between Christian denominations, 
there is not division when it comes to celebrating the love God makes 
known to the world through the resurrected Christ! 
 

Enhance your Easter Sunday worship by celebrating the peace and joy 
of Jesus’ resurrection in God’s creation. Join Libertyville area churches 
at sunrise for music, readings, prayer and responsive litanies as we 
bear witness to God’s amazing gift of love to the world.  
 

This ecumenical service is open to all and you are encouraged to share 
this invitation with friends, neighbors, co-workers and family.  

Gates opens at 5:30 am. Turn left after the guard station 
at the entrance. No fee required. Event held rain or shine 

in the outdoor pavilion. Limited picnic bench seating 
available or bring a portable camp chair.   

Sunday, April 17 from 6 - 7 am 

http://donate.holycrosschurch.org
http://donate.holycrosschurch.org
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Angela Stearn and David Delli Paoli 

February 25, 2022 

 

Kathryn “Kathy” Oelschlager 

March 5, 2022 

 

Logan James Senne 

Son of James and Erika Senne 

March 13, 2022 

Preparing for a New Arrival! 

As most of you probably already know, as we are compiling this 
April newsletter during the month of March, Deaconess Katie, her 
husband Patrick and their daughter Maggie are eagerly anticipating 
the arrival of a new family member sometime around the fourth 
week in March. 
 

In order to show our love and support for this growing family, 
during our two worship services on Sunday, February 27, Pastor 
Bob presented them with a combination stroller/wagon that can be 
used as either a push stroller or a pull wagon and will accommodate 
both Maggie and the new arrival.  
 

Maggie very quickly made herself right at home in the new 
“wheels” and Patrick impressed us with his dad skills by quickly 
figuring out how to fold the stroller to get it into the car to take it 
home.  
 

We look forward to sharing the details on the new member of the 
Freund family when the baby gets here! 

 

Mark and Joan Krikau 
 

Tim Ness 

The CDC, IDPH, DCFS and Lake County Public Health have 
issued updated recommendations regarding the Covid-19 
pandemic. The Church Council approved on Sunday, March 6, 
2022 that effective immediately we will continue to 
recommend the use of properly fitting face masks but will not 
require them to participate at Holy Cross. This applies to both 
vaccinated and unvaccinated individuals.  
 
These recommendations clearly see the value of wearing 
masks, vaccinations, social distancing and other health related 
practices to diminish the spread of Covid-19 and/or its 
variants. The Church Council reserves the right to modify 
these guidelines in the event that it is needed due to the new 
data points associated with Community Levels.  
 
We will continue with the following Covid-19 mitigation 
strategies:  
 

• Continue to promote Covid-19 vaccinations and booster 
shots 

• Maintain social distancing where possible 

• Handwashing and respiratory etiquette where needed 

• Cleaning supplies will continue to be available 

• We will require all groups of members and/or community 
groups that use our facility to clean their space following 
their use. 

• If you exhibit symptoms please remain at home and seek 
medical attention 

• A negative Covid-19 lab test is advised prior to returning 

 

Please be considerate of everyone's choices when indoors for 
worship or fellowship as members of our community or those 
visiting with us may have concerns regarding family and 
friends who are immunocompromised or unable to be 
vaccinated. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation in helping us live our 
command to love one another by keeping each other safe and 

healthy.  

Thank You to Our “Kitchen Angels” 

We want to acknowledge Aubrey Cervantes, Nancy Davis, 

Therese Delli Paoli and Diane Hinman who gave up a better 

part of their day on March 15 to give our main kitchen a 

much-needed thorough clean-up, clean-out and 

reorganization.  

Thank you ladies for your time and effort! 

Updated  
Covid-19 

Guidelines 



 5 

 

Growing Human Goodness 
by Steve Oelschlager 

 

When we grow, make choices, and behave as the best versions of 
ourselves, positive effects ripple out from each of us. It's not a 
challenge to understand that when we show up for life, not 
perfect or flawless, but with our best game regarding goodness, 
maturity, wisdom, kindness, generosity, compassion, and 
empathy, then dividends result and flow to our families, friends, 
neighbors, work colleagues, communities, environment, and 
world. As parents, we hope to nurture our children, not just to 
grow up physically and mentally, but also to be good people and 
live life as a force for good. We lament when we see a world 
where this doesn't seem to be happening enough. 
 
Recently I heard author Daniel Pink talk about his new book on 
regret. He claimed that most people (sociopaths excluded) want 
to be good and think of themselves as good. As Pink studied the 
topic, he realized that moral regrets are something that people 
share across cultures and demographics. There are times in life 
when people drop the ball on goodness, fail to show up as their 
best selves, and years later still experience a sense of regret and 
disappointment. Paradoxically, Pink says that one of the 
advantages of understanding regrets is that it helps us know what 
we value, which can help us make better choices to avoid regret 
in the future. 
 
If we desire to see ourselves as good, to choose good, and if we 
know the benefits across the board of living this way, what is our 
program for growing this kind of goodness? Do we have a 
curriculum for ourselves and our kids for being the best version 
of ourselves, just as we might if our goal had something to do 
with mathematics, music, or physical fitness? 
 
It seems to me that Jesus has answers to how we might cultivate 
goodness and the wellbeing that results from it. First, I think 
Jesus would say that our ideas matter and good ideas are always 
better than bad ideas. Jesus told us stories and taught lessons to 
reinforce what he thought were the best ideas. Second, Jesus 
invites us to live out those ideas and act upon them, so they are 
more than just theory or a philosophy. I think Jesus knew this 
wasn't easy, so thirdly, he promoted a community where people 
could support, inspire, and motivate each other to work on these 
things together. Finally, Jesus reinforced that God loves us for 
who we are, even when we drop the ball and have regrets. 
 
My prayer is that Holy Cross is the kind of community that Jesus 
would encourage, where we can all work on becoming the best 
versions of ourselves and multiply goodness for the sake of the 
world. I'm grateful that all of us can be on this journey together. 

Can you  

lend a hand? 

• Playground Mulch Work Day on April 30 (see page 8) 

• Worship volunteers: Readers, Greeters/Ushers 
 
 

To help provide information, assistance and a rich worship 
experience, we are looking for one reader and one greeter/usher 
assistant at each worship service on Sunday mornings. If you 
were a reader/greeter prior to Covid, you have received an email 
inviting you to schedule yourself for a date/time that works for 
your schedule. If you would like to connect to serving in this 
way, please contact the office at office@holycrosschurch.org or 
(847) 367-4060 and we will be happy to assist to get you started.  

At Holy Cross we continue to provide a variety of worship 
opportunities. Currently we offer in-person worship on the first 
Saturday of every month and on Sundays. Because you now have 
the option to join us for any of these services via livestream, we 
are no longer providing pre-recorded worship services online. 
The livestream provides access to the midweek Lenten services 
(see page 2 for the schedule), and the Sunday morning worship 
services at 8 and 10 am. The livestream will be connected 15 
minutes prior to the worship start time.  
 

Our regular worship schedule is as follows:  
 

First Saturday Evenings  
5:30 pm - In-person, Sanctuary  

 

Sundays 
8 & 10 am - In-person, Sanctuary & Livestream 

 

Holy Communion is offered on the first and third Sunday of 
every month and on first Saturdays. The 10 am worship service 
on Sundays includes a children’s message. To view any of the 
worship livestream options, visit our website at 
holycrosschurch.org/sermons   
 

The livestream worship services will be available for on 
demand viewing following each scheduled worship service.  
 

The livestream option means new opportunities to help out in the 
AV department. We are looking for volunteer producers to help 
guide the streaming experience—switching cameras, managing 
sound, and any prerecorded video assets. If you are interested, 
please contact Dale Tippett, Jr. at dale@holycrosschurch.org  
   

As Holy Cross launches our livestream worship ministry,  
please be aware that in-person attendance implies consent  

to be included in livestreamed and recorded worship services  
and still photos. If you would like to limit the possibility of being 

visible in the videos, please sit in the back of the sanctuary.  

Livestream Worship 

mailto:office@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Volunteer
http://holycrosschurch.org/sermons
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 holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/94321824417 

The Holy Cross Book Club, open to anyone who is interested in reading and discussing books, routinely 
meets the fourth Thursday of every month.  
 

In April we will discuss The Death and Life of the Great Lakes by Dan Egan. The Great Lakes—Erie, 
Huron, Michigan, Ontario, and Superior—hold 20 percent of the world’s supply of surface fresh water 
and provide sustenance, work, and recreation for tens of millions of Americans. But they are under 
threat as never before, and their problems are spreading across the continent. This is a compulsively 
readable portrait of an ecological catastrophe happening right before our eyes, blending the epic story of 
the lakes with an examination of the perils they face and the ways we can restore and preserve them for 
generations to come.  
 

Our discussion host will be Kay Meyer. If you have any questions, please email Melanie Houser 
at housermd@comcast.net  
To view the list of our 2022 Book Club selections, please visit holycrosschurch.org/virtualmeetings 

 

Please join us as we continue with a 6-session study series for the Lenten season.  
 

In her book and video series titled Witness at the Cross, author Amy-Jill Levine shows how the people 
at the cross each have distinct roles to play. Each Evangelist presents a distinct picture of the death of 
Jesus. Each portrays different individuals and groups of people at the cross, each offers different 
images and dialogues, and so from each, we learn how those meanings and messages cross the 
centuries to any who would come to the cross today. Each Gospel has its own story to tell, all the 
witnesses have their own memories, and every reader comes away with a new insight. The story of 
Jesus’s death is not something we just read: we think about it, and we experience it; we hear the taunts 
of the soldiers, the priests, and the passersby even as we hear the famous “seven last words” from the 
cross. The witnesses at the Crucifixion watch Jesus die, and we watch with them, and we watch them. 
And we come away transformed. 
 

Experience Holy Friday from the perspective of those who watched Jesus die: Mary his mother; the 
Beloved Disciple from the Gospel of John; Mary Magdalene and the other women from Galilee; the 
two men, usually identified as thieves, crucified with Jesus; the centurion and the soldiers; Joseph of 
Arimathea and Nicodemus. Jews and Romans, friends and strangers, the powerful and the powerless, 
the hopeful and the despairing.  
 

The last 2 sessions in this series will be offered on the following Tuesday mornings: May 10 & 24. The 
videos for Witness at the Cross are available on Amplify media for free through our congregational 
subscription. See the February newsletter for details.  
 

Please reach out to Pastor Bob at pastorbob@holycvrosschurch.org with any questions.  

Women’s 

Group 
Discussion 

Quilting 
GROUP The Quilting Group gathers in-person on Wednesdays to sew as a group. Completed quilts are donated 

to COOL Ministries for families residing in their Family Housing program or to Project Linus, an                  
organization that provides blankets to comfort children who are seriously injured, traumatized, or in 
need. Contact Deb Sherrock at debs695@aol.com or (630) 267-7802 with any questions.  

 

This is a wonderful way to begin the day with coffee, breakfast, fellowship and thought-provoking and         
stimulating conversation. All men are welcome to join us.  
 

Questions? Contact Pastor Bob at pastorbob@holycvrosschurch.org  

Men’s  
Breakfast  

Group 

mailto:housermd@comcast.net?subject=Book%20Club
https://www.holycrosschurch.org/virtualmeetings
mailto:debs695@aol.com?subject=Quilting%20Group
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Saturday 
Men’s Group 

To join this group, please contact Jodi Zombolo at (224) 595-8573. Pilates will meet in-person in the         
west wing. 

Grounded in Grace is an opportunity for women of faith to connect together in fun, fellowship, and 
learning.  
 

Karen Karris will lead us during this fellowship event in tasting 10 different Glunz Family wines. $15 
per person is payable on the night of the event. Space is limited, so please RSVP to Terry by Saturday, 
April 2. 
 
Questions? Contact Terry Berger at terryberger.08@gmail.com or (224) 775-1479.  

Grounded 
in Grace 

         holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/93144150662 
 

 

With so many resources available that can lead to sharing ideas about intersectionality and antiracism, the 
Antiracism Roundtable group will dedicate some of our time each month to book discussion. If you are 
interested in the themes of the books described below, please contact the church office to arrange a time 
to pick up a free copy and join us.  
 
April: Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again by Rachel Held Evans. 

If the Bible isn’t a science book, instruction manual, or position paper, then what is it? New York Times 
bestselling author Rachel Held Evans (1981-2019) invites readers on a journey of rediscovery as she 
explores the magic of the Bible, engaging the old, familiar stories in new ways that honor the past and 
enlighten the present. Drawing upon recent scholarship and literary analysis, Evans creatively retells our 
favorite Bible stories, explaining their contexts and possible interpretations, and then connects these 
ancient stories to our present-day ones. Using her well-honed literary instincts and experience in both 
evangelical and mainline Protestant traditions, Evans discovers a way of understanding that avoids 
noncommittal liberalism on one hand and strident literalism on the other. Readers are invited to fall in 
love with Scripture all over again without checking their intellect—or their imaginations—at the door. 
 
Each month we pray with each other—for those wounded by racism and prejudice as well as for the 
strength to examine our own biases, privileges, experiences, words, and actions. By listening to each 
other, we gain new and renewed perspectives. You are welcome to attend anytime. Please reach out to 
Carol Dikelsky at carol@dikelsky.org with any questions. For more meeting dates, please see the full 
schedule online at HolyCrossChurch.org/virtualmeetings 

         holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/301891517  
 

This group is for men of faith to come together throughout the year to share their faith and thoughts 
about challenging topics. All welcome. 
 

In April, we will be diving into some one-off topics as the source of our conversation.   
 

Questions? Contact Pastor Bob at pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org or Steve Oelschlager at 
steve@holycrosschurch.org  

Antiracism 
Roundtable

mailto:terryberger.08@gmail.com?subject=GIG
https://holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/92610537947
mailto:carol@dikelsky.org?subject=Antiracism
http://holycrosschurch.org/virtualmeetings
http://zoom.us/j/301891517
mailto:pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Difficult%20Words%20of%20Jesus
mailto:steve@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Men's%20Group
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Think of children playing with a new ball, or exploring a new 
science experiment. These items were past WISHES for the 
children of Crossways Preschool and Celebration! Childcare 
provided by our generous congregation!   
 

Now, think of yourself having the joy of providing new learning 
and fun oriented tools for the classroom. You can—WISHES is 
back! 
 

On Sunday, April 24 and Sunday, May 1 between worship 
services you will find an exciting display in the fellowship area of 
available WISHES items to choose to support. Your donation may 
cover the cost of the item completely or your gift will be put 
towards the purchase of one or more of the many WISHES. 
Checks may be made payable to Holy Cross with “Wishes” in the 
memo line or donate online at 
donate.holycrosschurch.org 
 

Make a wish come true! 
 

Following is a list of some of the items on the 2022 WISHES list: 

CrossWays Preschool & Celebration! Childcare 

In addition, we have a special spring/summer need for many bags of 
Play Sand at $25 per bag. We will purchase gift cards using the funds 
raised to be used as needed for sand.  

*   T-rex Cozy Coupe - $65 

*   Ride and Sit Tractor - $35 

*   Cozy Coupe Truck - $100 

*   Sprinkler Ring - $20 

*   Kids Bean Bags - $20 

*   Adjustable Play Table - $100 

*   Stadium Floor Seats (need 6) - $50 each 

*   Silicone Bibs 3-pack (need 3) - $15 each 

*   Outdoor Football (need 4) - $10 each 

*   Kids Whale Hopper Ball (need 3) - $30 each 

*   Sand Toy Set (need 2) - $20 each 

*   Big Plastic Trucks (need 8) - $25 each 

*   Kids Gardening Gloves (need 3) - $20 each 

*   Kids Gardening Shovels (need 2) - $15 each 

*   Outdoor Garden Center - $200 

*   Outdoor Chalk (need 2) - $20 each  

*   BIG Bubbles (need 10) - $10 each 

*   Little Tikes Play Cottage - $130 

*   Balancing Kids Stepping Stones - $75 

*   Mini Golf Set (need 2) - $35 each 

*   Bowling Set (need 3) - $20 each 

*   Kids Outdoor Picnic Table - $100 

*   Rhythm/Music Scarfs (need 2) - $10 

DINE & DONATE 

Thank you for your support! 

Our dine and donate fundraiser event at Culver’s is back!  
 

Enjoy tasty food and fellowship, and a chance to feel good 
eating for a cause. A portion of the sales will benefit                        

CrossWays Preschool and Celebration! Childcare to help with 
the upkeep of our playground and garden areas.  

 

Please be sure to mention CrossWays Preschool or  
Celebration! Childcare when placing your order.  

 

Don’t miss this fun event!  

          Many Hands  
     Make Light Work 
  
Please join us on Saturday morning,  
April 30 from 9 am to noon for  
mulch spreading, munchies,  
fellowship and fresh air. We have a  
need to spread mulch in our  
playground and beds around the  
grounds of the church. Please bring  
a wheelbarrow and some tools if you are able, or just yourself. 
Donuts will be provided. Let us know if we can expect you by  
using this link: bit.ly/playmulch 
 

Please contact Steve Oelschlager at  
steve@holycrosschurch.org with questions.  
Thank you for your help! 

DRIVE-IN 

MOVIE  
NIGHT 

Friday, April 29 
8 pm (lot opens at 7:30 pm) 
Moana 
FM 87.9 
Holy Cross Parking Lot  

Date: 
Time: 

Movie Title: 
Radio Frequency: 

Location:  

Cost: Free! Reservations required at  
                 bit.ly/springdrivein 

Free snack packs  
for kids!  

http://donate.holycrosschurch.org
https://bit.ly/playmulch
mailto:steve@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Playground%20Mulch%20Work%20Day
https://bit.ly/springdrivein
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by Samantha Cooper  
Director of CrossWays Preschool & Celebration! Childcare 

Celebration! Childcare CrossWays Preschool 

celebration@holycrosschurch.org 
(847) 367-6208 
cchildcare.org 

Celebration! 
Childcare 

crossways@holycrosschurch.org 
(847) 367-4367 
cpreschool.org 

CrossWays 
Preschool 

April Happenings 
 

We are making our way quickly to the end of the school year! 
Our staff and students have returned from Spring Break and are 
looking forward to the fun and learning planned for the 
remainder of the year. We have recently combined our two and 
three year olds in the Caterpillar Classroom due to low 
enrollment in the two’s program. The transitional change has 
been very successful. Students have adjusted to new friends 
and routines quite well.  
 

Parent/Teacher conferences are at the end of the month. 
Teachers have been working on evaluations and are eager to 
share how well students have been progressing throughout the 
year. We are also beginning to plan a preschool graduation for 
our 4 and 5 year olds! Our Ladybug Classroom staff are 
discussing a small ceremony with the families in celebration of 
a wonderful year!  
 

Little Sprouts Summer Camp is open for enrollment! We have 
planned so many fun, interactive activities and events. We are 
especially looking forward to the pet shows and a cotton candy 
cart! Summer Camp is a monthly enrollment sign up for 2 - 5 
year olds. Please contact CrossWays Preschool or visit our 
website at cpreschool.org for more information!  

CrossWays Preschool Important Dates  

April 4:  Return from spring break 
April 15:  No school - Good Friday 
April 18 - 19: No School - Parent/Teacher Conferences 
April 20 - 21: Picture Days 

Celebration! Childcare Important Dates  

April 15: Close at 4 pm - Good Friday 
Mid-April: Parent/Teacher Conferences 
April 20 - 21: Picture Days 

Spring Has Sprung  
 

It is that time of year again…garden prepping! We have some 
wonderful new ideas to liven up our garden and create a more 
educational and inviting space for our students and visitors. We will 
be cleaning up the space and adding some new additions and 
decorations. Classrooms will lend a hand with starting seeds in the 
greenhouse. We will then move them to soil once they are young 
sprouts.  
 

Easter is also right around the corner and classrooms will begin 
talking about the blessed holiday. On Good Friday, we will treat our 
students and staff to bunny tails (powdered donuts) and chocolate 
milk! Jelly Bean Prayer packages will go out to each student as 
well.  
 

Summer plans are finalized and we are looking forward to some fun 
events! Trackless train will be making an appearance again this year 
as well as a magic show! We will be bringing back themed dress up 
days and can’t wait to see the fun outfits our students will wear! 
School-Age Summer Camp will also be open for 5 - 12 year olds. 
Please visit our website at cchildcare.org or contact Celebration! 
Childcare if you would like more information on enrolling your 
child for the summer.  

Virtual Book Fair and Book Drive Updates 
 

Our Usborne virtual book fair held in February brought in sales of about 
$700. This will allow us to purchase about $350 in social-emotional 
themed books for the Early Childhood Ministry. Thank you for your 
support! 
 

We are grateful for all the book donations we received for Bernie’s Book 
Bank during the month of March. We collected a large amount of quality 
books for children of all ages. We are so pleased with the kind hearts we 
have within our early childhood ministry programs and the congregation. 
No doubt, children receiving these books will have happy smiles on their 
faces. Thank you! 

A Buggy Thank You! 
 

We received a handful of donations from 
anonymous donors who have helped in 
purchasing two new 6-seater buggies for 
Celebration! Childcare. The red buggies we 
previously used were very worn and on their 
last leg. Thanks to the generosity of a few 
anonymous church members, we will be 
receiving new Bus Buggies! Our teachers and 
students are beyond thankful for the 
contributions made. We are  
currently waiting for the  
arrival of these new  
buggies and can’t  
wait to use them  
on upcoming  
spring days!  

http://cpreschool.org
http://cchildcare.org
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CONFIRMATION 

by Deaconess Katie Freund 
 
Dear confirmation families, we did it.  
 

It was a (sometimes hectic) year of learning on the fly and 
adapting to changing conditions, but my prayer is that you were 
able to see just how rewarding our hard work was for the faith 
lives of our students. Not only was this the first year for our 6th 
graders as they started confirmation, but this was the first year 
our 7th graders were able to meet as a group in person! The 
greater family of the Holy Cross congregation really should be 
proud of the caliber of kids we have among us. While this year 
still wasn’t “business as usual” we still had kids faithfully 
showing up and participating fully.  
 

Thank you so much to our small group leaders! You made this 
year possible! Save the date: June 26 - July 1, "Campfirmation" 
retreat dates at Augustana College in Rock Island, 
Illinois. More details to come! 

by Deaconess Katie Freund 

 

We’re in the season of spring and celebration at Sunday School 
with Palm Sunday and Easter! We’re looking forward to having 
fun and celebrating with you! 
 

Please join us on April 10 and April 24! 

Sunday School Spring Schedule 
 

Spring break: April 3  
 

Easter break: April 17 
 

Last day of Sunday School: May 8 

  Sundays, April 10 & 24 
 at 9 am 

Fellowship Area 
 

All ages welcome! 

Our faith journey occurs from birth through life eternal. Along the 
way, there are important events, rituals and milestones that mark 
the passage of time through our lives. Through Milestone Ministries 
we celebrate and mark these important events and times in the lives 
of children, youth and adults. Each milestone becomes an                          
opportunity to proclaim that God is with us. Milestone Ministries 
serve as an important way of connecting, supporting, and equipping 
families and the congregation to share the Christian faith, to live 
out the promises that are made when someone is baptized and to 
provide strength for their faith journey.  

Milestone   
Ministries 

Maundy Thursday, April 14 at 7:30 pm 
 

Those that participated in the First Communion preparation 
class in March will be lifted up at the Maundy Thursday 
worship service.  
 

For more information about Milestone Ministries, visit 
holycrosschurch.org/milestoneministries 

The following materials are available in the Narthex on the 
table under the modern portrait of Jesus: 
 
“It’s a Glorious Mystery” daily scripture book for families 
containing devotions with images and messages to help 
unravel the mystery of God’s great plan for our salvation. 
 
“God is Still With Us” a resource booklet containing weekly 
family devotions, coloring pages and suggested activities for 
engaging children in faith formation at hone during Lent. 

Dear Holy Cross Kids, 
 

We want you to know that there’s  
going to be a break in our regular  
online children’s sermons for about  
8 weeks starting at the end of  
March. But don’t worry, we’ve still  
got you covered! In preparation for  
Deaconess Katie's upcoming maternity  
leave our team has put together some videos of children’s                     
storybooks to help us stay engaged from Lent through Easter.  
 

There will be a new children’s book video posted each week 
following themes of the lectionary and the liturgical season. 
  

We’ll also have copies of each of these books at our Inspiration 
& Curiosities lending library bookshelf (located next to the   
Holy Grounds Cafe) available for you to borrow. 
 

So read along with us either online or with a good old fashioned 
book! 
 

 

   March 20: It Will Be Okay: Trusting God Through Fear and Change 
                       by Lysa TerKeurst (Lent) 
 

    March 27: Who Counts by Amy-Jill Levine & Sandy Eisenberg Sasso              
                       (Lost Son)  
 

    April 3: The Velveteen Rabbit by Margery Williams Bianco (Lent)  
 

    April 10: The Donkey Who Carried A King by R.C. Sproul (Palm Sunday) 
 

    April 17: Holy Week by Daniel Hitchen 
 

    April 24: What Is God Like? by Rachel Held Evans (Doubting Thomas)  
 

    May 1: The Friend Who Forgives by Dan DeWitt (Reinstation of Peter) 
 

    May 8: Mother God by Teresa Kim Pecinovsky 

 

View the Storybook Series videos online at 

HolyCrossChurch.org/kids 

http://holycrosschurch.org/milestoneministries
http://HolyCrossChurch.org/kids
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High School Youth Group 

Director of High School Youth  
Position Available 

 
The Crossroads program is looking for our next Director of High 
School Youth & Family Ministry. This is a part time position             
(10 hours a week). The Director of High School Youth & Family 
Ministry is supported by the broader Intergenerational Faith 
Formation programing with an emphasis on developing long 
lasting positive relationships within the larger family of church 
members. 
 
The Director of High School Youth Ministry areas of focus will 
include: 

- Ministry leadership and advocacy with high school youth and    

  their families 

- Project and programming planning 

- Event implementation and facilitation 

- Establishing and sustaining relationships 

 
Full job description available at holycrosschurch.org/jobs 
 
Contact Steve Oelschlager at steve@holycrosschurch.org to 
apply. 

Please watch for future Intergenerational Worship 
+ Faith + Food + Fun dates to be announced.  

Mission Endowment  
Scholarships 

  

- Applications Due April 30 - 

 
Through the Holy Cross Mission Endowment Fund, Holy 
Cross provides scholarships to assist and encourage post high 
school education for its members. These scholarships may be 
used at an accredited college, university or vocational 
technical school. Requirements are that you be an active 
member of Holy Cross and that you submit an application 
form including a thoughtful faith statement.  
 
The Mission Endowment Fund was established in  
1999 and it provides resources to enhance the ministry of 
Holy Cross, apart from the general operations of  
the congregation.  
 
These resources, divided equally three ways, are allocated 
annually in the following areas: music ministry opportunities 
within the congregation; ministry opportunities beyond the 
congregation/pastoral discretionary fund; and in scholarship 
support for members of Holy Cross.  

Applications are available online at  
 

holycrosschurch.org/resources 

    Lutherdale Summer     
   Camp Opportunities 
 
Did you know that one of the largest 
common denominators of the faith lives 
of people in ministry is time spent with 
outdoor ministries (like Lutheran 
Summer Camps) in their youth? That’s 
one reason we’re encouraging our 
families to sign up their kids for “water 
weekend” at Lutherdale this summer!  
 
For generations Holy Cross has been affiliated with Lutherdale, 
in Elkhorn, Wisconsin. Lutheran outdoor ministries are a great 
opportunity for our young ones to not only have fun but also 
develop socially and in their faith. Our hope is for the kids of 
Holy Cross to make and strengthen connections with peers from 
our congregation by getting to spend time together beyond 
worship. We know that competition for scheduling is fierce in 
the summer, so rather than only offer one large program we’re 
working hard to make sure we connect you to resources to 
meet your needs and nurture the spiritual lives of your family. 
We’ll even be able to send a member of our ministry team up to 
Lutherdale to be with our congregation’s youngest members 
while they’re at camp.  
 

Here are two weekends we particularly want to highlight for our 
members:  

Water Weekend Summer  
Camp 
Dates: July 15 - 17,  
Ages: Grades K - 6 
 
From Friday to Sunday, campers  
will develop new friendships and  
stay cool with a variety of  
waterfront activities, from the water slide to canoeing. Splash in 
the water and enjoy extra water activities all weekend! While the 
full cost of a weekend is $400, register before June 13 for the              
pre-summer discounted price of $250 for weekend programs! For 
more details and to register, visit  
lutherdale.org/event-details/water-weekend-1  

 
Camp 24 Family Camp  
Dates: July 30 - July 31    
Ages: Family 
 
If “Water Weekend” in mid-July  
doesn’t work for you, there’s also  
the option for the whole family to  
go to camp together! “Camp 24  
Family Camp” is twenty four hours together playing and praying 
together in God's creation! Families of all sizes welcome, the cost 
is $75 per person. For more details and to register, visit  
lutherdale.org/event-details/camp-24-family-camp-2  

https://www.holycrosschurch.org/jobs
mailto:mlsonnyrandall@gmail.com?subject=Youth%20Gathering
https://www.holycrosschurch.org/resources
http://www.lutherdale.org/event-details/water-weekend-1
http://www.lutherdale.org/event-details/camp-24-family-camp-2
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There is a stereotype of men that they don’t like asking for 
directions. Sometimes we don’t like to admit that we don’t 
know it all. It isn’t enough to have clarity about what we know, 
but it is equally important for us to be honest about what we 
don’t know. It can become challenging to admit that we don’t 
know a lot of things and how to get from Point A to Point B can 
sure be one of them. The real issue for men is that we don’t like 
troubling other people with our problems. And being lost seems 
like a real problem. And asking someone for directions feels 
like troubling them. 
 

Do you remember the first time you ever used a GPS? It can be 
exciting to remember feeling very high tech and how dependent 
we become on that technology. We become accustomed to 
simply typing in our desired destination and this seemingly      
all-knowing, gentle, reassuring voice would turn-by-turn safely 
guide us there. 
 

There may have been moments in life when we longed for a 
GPS: Spiritual Version. We may wonder how it might be if God 
worked that way. Wouldn’t it be nice to be able to tell God 
exactly where we want to go and exactly when we want to get 
there and have God’s all-knowing, gentle, reassuring voice 
guide us safely there turn-by-turn? 
 

But life doesn’t work like that. And God doesn’t work like that. 
And truth be told, life would be pretty boring if it worked like 
that; if all we ever did was follow the exact instructions of “the 
great voice in the sky.” No one likes to be told what to do all 
the time. It is important that we be free to explore, and free to 
make mistakes, and free to go on an adventure every now and 
then. 
 

Seeking Aliveness, is a four-session video curriculum. We will 
journey with renowned author and emergent Christian leader 
Brian McLaren as we seek out this new path for our faith. We 
will meet four times in 2022 for an evening of fellowship, food, 
music and conversation. We will provide copies of McLaren’s 
book “We Make the Road by Walking: a yearlong quest for 
spiritual formation, reorientation and activation” as a resource 
and gift for everyone. Drawing on the themes from his book we 
will offer up some fresh insights for how we go about 
composing a life of faith.  
 

Men (21+) are invited to MP3 on May 10: 
6:00 pm Fellowship & Conversation 
6:30 pm Dinner 
7:15 pm Music & Program 
8:25 pm Closing Prayer 
 
 

To help us plan for food, please RSVP at: bit.ly/MP3MAY 

Lutheran Disaster Relief 
Eastern Europe Crisis Response 

 
On February 24, Russian forces invaded Ukraine, launching land, 
sea and air attacks. Airports are now shut, and few railway lines 
are operational. Heartbreaking images of people saying goodbye 
to loved ones and lining up at the borders to leave the country are 
occupying our screens. Prayers and calls for peace are coming 
from around the world as we watch this crisis continue to unfold. 
 
Civilians fleeing the violence are heading toward Ukraine’s 
western districts and such neighboring countries as Poland, 
Moldova, Slovakia, Romania and Hungary. Ukrainian men of 
military age (18 - 60) are required to stay in the country, so most 
of those fleeing the violence are women and children. According 
to one report of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees, more than 500,000 people are seeking refuge in 
neighboring countries including Hungary, Poland, Slovakia and 
Moldova. There are major humanitarian concerns for both 
internally displaced people and refugees. Many of these 
Ukrainians fleeing their homes need shelter and such basic 
necessities as food, water and toiletries. Care for people also 
includes pastoral and psychological support to address the trauma 
they’ve endured. 
 
Lutheran Disaster Response is accompanying our companion 
churches in Ukraine, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia, as well as 
such ecumenical partners as the Lutheran World Federation and 
Church World Service, in their humanitarian responses to the 
crisis. These partners provide refugees with immediate support 
and supplies such as food, blankets, water and hygiene kits. 
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton has joined other religious 
leaders from Europe and around the globe in issuing an interfaith 
call for peace in the region. 
 
Your gifts will support Ukrainians and others. Gifts to “Eastern 
Europe Crisis Response” will be used in full (100%) to assist 
those affected by the crisis in Ukraine and neighboring countries. 
 
Our prayers abound for the loss and devastation experienced in 
Ukraine and Eastern Europe. 
 
Donate online at: bit.ly/EUcrisisELCA 
 
Make your check out to Lutheran Disaster Response and write 
“Eastern Europe Crisis Response” on your check memo line. 
Checks or money orders may be sent to: 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
ELCA Gifts Processing Center 
P.O. Box 1809 
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 

https://bit.ly/EUcrisisELCA
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Registration Now Open  
 

Holy Cross is once again committed to hosting the Global 
Leadership Summit (in person) on August 4 - 5, 2022.  
 
What to expect? 
You and those around you are facing burnout, broken 
relationships, a divided culture, seemingly endless conflicts, 
emotionally exhausted teams, and an undefined path ahead. 
The future is waiting for your vision, your ideas, your action 
and your leadership. 
 
Gathering with a global community of change-driven, 
growth-minded, hope-filled people like you, discover how to 
voice your vision for a better future. 
 
Why attend? 
With 25+ years of experience delivering fresh, practical, 
hope-filled leadership development training within a 
supportive community, The Global Leadership Summit has 
become more than a two-day conference—it is an invitation 
to get geared up with the leadership tools you need to voice 
your vision for a better future.  
 
Register using the following link and priority code by  
June 15, 2022 to take advantage of the reduced $159 Host 
Site & Summit Partner rate.   

   bit.ly/GLSatHCLC 
   Priority code: GLS22TEAM 

Willow House provides grief support services to children, teens, young 
adult and adult family members coping with the death of a loved one.  

 

Earth Day 
by Leo Karris 

April 22, 2022, will mark 52 years of Earth Day. The first Earth 
Day was the idea of Senator Gaylord Nelson, the junior senator 
from Wisconsin, who had long been concerned about the 
deteriorating environment in the United States. In January 1969, 
he and many others witnessed the ravages of a massive oil spill 
in Santa Barbara, California. Inspired by the student anti-war 
movement, Senator Nelson wanted to infuse the energy of 
student anti-war protests with an emerging public consciousness 
about air and water pollution. Senator Nelson persuaded Pete 
McCloskey to serve as his co-chair and they recruited Denis 
Hayes, a young activist, to organize the campus teach-ins and 
they choose April 22, a weekday falling between Spring Break 
and Final Exams, to maximize the greatest student 
participation.* 

For a more detailed look at the history of Earth Day (50th 
Anniversary in 2020) and how we and the Earth have 
changed, see amnh.org/explore/videos/earth-and-climate/earth-
day-2020-50th-anniversary  

As you engage with the emerging spring season, how might you 
be celebrating the earth today? Here are a couple of devotions to 
help be in the moment.  

Some people, in order to discover God, read books. But there is 
a great book: the very appearance of created things. Look above 
you! Look below you! Read it. God, whom you want to 
discover, never wrote that book with ink. Instead, He set before 
your eyes the things that He had made. Can you ask for a louder 
voice than that? (whatshouldireadnext.com/quotes/authors/
augustine-of-hippo) 

We give you thanks, most gracious God, for the beauty of earth 
and sky and sea; for the richness of mountains, plains, and 
rivers; for the songs of birds and the loveliness of flowers. We 
praise you for these good gifts and pray that we may safeguard 
them for our posterity. Grant that we may continue to grow in 
our grateful enjoyment of your abundant creation, to the honor 
and glory of your Name, now and forever. Amen (Common 
Book of Prayer) 

Please email me your thoughts and questions at 
leockarris@gmail.com                              *Source: earthday.org 

Willow House Fundraiser 

Flowers make great gifts for Mother’s Day! 

Annual 

COOL Plant and Flower Sale 
 

Volunteers Needed for Plant Pick-up  
on Saturday, May 7 

Thank you for all the flower orders that our Holy Cross family 
submitted for the COOL Plant and Flower Sale! If you did 
not place an order, you may wish to stop by the plant sale pick-up 
on Saturday, May 7 from 11:30 am to 2 pm at Bethel Lutheran 
Church, 5110 Grand Ave, Gurnee, and see the selection of plants 
that will be available for cash and carry. We always have extra 
hanging baskets, flowering plants, vegetables, and herbs 
available. 
  
We also need volunteers! No gardening knowledge is needed, 
and volunteers have a good time working together to benefit the 
ministries of COOL. We will have multiple shifts on Saturday, 
May 7 between 6 am and 3 pm, all taking place in the Bethel 
parking lot. Benefits of volunteering include early plant pick-up 
(late morning), fellowship, service, and light refreshments. 
 

     To volunteer, please contact Patty Moyer, Jeri Powers, or 
Diane Rammelsberg  at plantsale@coolministries.org 

Join Willow House for an afternoon of family-friendly                          

competition and fundraising. Players of all ages are welcome.     

Play for fun and prizes and bid on silent auction items while               

enjoying music, snacks and beverages. For more information and 

to purchase tickets or participate in the silent auction virtually, 

visit: e.givesmart.com/events/q7Y/ 

https://bit.ly/GLSatHCLC
http://amnh.org/explore/videos/earth-and-climate/earth-day-2020-50th-anniversary
http://amnh.org/explore/videos/earth-and-climate/earth-day-2020-50th-anniversary
mailto:leockarris@gmail.com
http://earthday.org
mailto:plantsale@coolministries.org
https://e.givesmart.com/events/q7Y/
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Food donations continue to come in to  
Holy Cross earmarked for the COOL Food Pantry. Your 
generosity is greatly appreciated by so many; those who need 
assistance and those who are offering the pantry as a 
resource.  
 
In order to move our donations from Holy Cross to the 
Waukegan food pantry location, we are in need of additional 
volunteers. If you are able to assist by picking up food 
donations once or twice per month and delivering them to the 
COOL location on a weekday between 10 am and 2 pm, we'd 
love to have you join the team! Please contact the church 
office at office@holycrosschurch.org to volunteer and we 
will put you on the rotation to deliver.   
 

COOL Food Pantry patrons pick up already packaged food. 
The number of patrons has grown, and our monetary help is 
needed more than ever.  
 
To continue to help, you may donate on our 
website at donate.holycrosschurch.org 

Volunteering to Serve The Homeless 
by Peg Chartier 

 
The PADS ministry serving the homeless in Lake County 
has been very busy this winter. Thank you to all the 
confirmands and their parents who helped make sandwiches 
and assemble lunch bags for the PADS guests at Shepherd 
of the Lakes Lutheran Church in Grayslake. As we move 
into the last 45 days of the PADS season, we are reminded 
that host churches such as Shepherd in Grayslake and First 
Presbyterian in Libertyville still remain in great need of 
volunteers to staff shifts both evening and overnight. If you 
have ever thought about serving the homeless population, 
this would be a great opportunity to try. We can provide you 
with the signup links to any host sites, depending on which 
night you would like to serve. If this is new to you, there are 
opportunities to shadow an experienced volunteer and be 
guided through your first visit. We hope to grow this 
ministry of Holy Cross. If you are interested in learning 
more, please fill out the short contact form here:  
bit.ly/PADShost 
 
Thank you for all the generous donations that continue to 
help support this ministry by not only providing meals and 
sack lunches, but also clothing, diapers, and other much 
needed supplies. 
 
Monetary donations for PADS may continue to                                       
be made online on the Holy Cross website at 
donate.holycrosschurch.org 

Easter Bagskets 
 

Holy Cross is participating in the 
COOL Ministries Easter Bagskets   
project again this year. This is both a 
fun and meaningful project that helps 
to bless the Easter tables of local              
families in Lake County.  
 
To participate, shop for non-perishable food items of your 
choice or use the list on page 3 as a guide.   
 
Place your donations in any paper grocery bag. Please do not 
overfill bags. Double bag heavy items or use multiple bags. If 
using multiple bags, please tie together. Filled bags should be 
returned to Holy Cross by Sunday, April 10.  
 
In lieu of an Easter Bagsket, monetary donations can be made 
online at donate.holycrosschurch.org  
(Suggested donation: $20/bagsket)  

 
Canned Hams  
 
Additionally, we will be collecting donations to help COOL 
purchase canned hams. Please make checks out to Holy Cross 
with “COOL hams” in the memo or donate online at                      
donate.holycrosschurch.org  
(Suggested donation: $10/ham)  

Easter 
Bagskets 

Save the Date 
 
LCMNU will be holding its first in-person "fellowship” night 
since February 2020 on Saturday, May 14, 2022 from 2:30 pm 
to 6:30 pm at Parkes Hall, Northwestern University, 1870 
Sheridan Road, Evanston, IL. 
 

The LCMNU Showcase 2022 & 75th Anniversary Celebration 
will include student talks, musical entertainment, appetizers and 
desserts. 
 

General admission is $50 and youth/student admission (with ID) 
is $20. All proceeds support LCMNU. 
 

For additional information, contact the LCMNU office at 
lutherancm@u.northwestern.edu or (847) 864-7849. 
 

Purchase tickets at: bit.ly/showcase22and75th 

COOL Ministries 

mailto:office@holycrosschurch.org?subject=COOL%20Deliveries
https://bit.ly/PADShost
http://donate.holycrosschurch.org
http://donate.holycrosschurch.org
http://donate.holycrosschurch.org
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Friday, April 1 
CrossWays Preschool - Spring Break 
 

Saturday, April 2 
7 am Saturday Men’s Group, fellowship area 
5:30 pm First Saturday Worship with Holy Communion,  
 Sanctuary 
 

Sunday, April 3 
ELCA World Hunger Sunday 
Sunday School - Spring Break 
8 am Worship with Holy Communion, Sanctuary & 
 Livestream  
10 am Worship with Holy Communion, Sanctuary & 
 Livestream 
 

Monday, April 4 
CrossWays Preschool - Return from Spring Break 
6 pm Pilates, Celebration! Childcare atrium 
6:30 pm Willow House, Fellowship Area 
 

Tuesday, April 5 
7 am Men’s Breakfast Group, The Liberty Restaurant 
4 pm Red Rose Choirs, 402 
 

Wednesday, April 6 
9 am      Quilting Group, 404 
4 pm Red Rose Choirs, 402 
5 pm CrossWays Preschool & Celebration! Childcare Dine 
 & Donate, Culver’s, Libertyville  
6:30 pm Midweek Lenten Soup Supper, fellowship area 
7:30 pm Midweek Lenten Worship, Sanctuary & Livestream 
 

Thursday, April 7 
7 pm     Handbell Choir rehearsal, 402 
 

Friday, April 8 
6:30 pm Grounded in Grace, Glunz Family Winery, Grayslake 
 

Saturday, April 9 
12 pm Lake Michigan Lodge group, fellowship area  
 

Sunday,  April 10 
Easter Bagskets due 
8 am Passion/Palm Sunday Worship with procession of  
 palms and Holy Communion, Sanctuary & Livestream   
9 am Sunday School: Faith Formation 
10 am Passion/Palm Sunday Worship with procession of  
 palms and Holy Communion, Sanctuary & Livestream  
11:15 am Antiracism Roundtable & Workgroup, Zoom 
 

Monday, April 11 
6 pm Pilates, Celebration! Childcare atrium 
7 pm BSA Troop 194 meeting, 404 
 

Tuesday, April 12 
7 am Men’s Breakfast Group, The Liberty Restaurant 
9:30 am Women’s Discussion Group, fellowship area 
4 pm Red Rose Choirs, 402 
7 pm ECM Board Meeting , Zoom 
7 pm BSA Committee Meeting, 207 
 

Wednesday, April 13 
9 am      Quilting Group, 404 
4 pm Red Rose Choirs, 402 
8 pm Church Council, fellowship area 
 

Thursday, April 14 
7 pm     Handbell Choir rehearsal, 402 

7:30 pm Maundy Thursday Worship with Holy Communion  
 and First Communion, Sanctuary & Livestream 
 

Friday, April 15 
CrossWays Preschool - No School 
Celebration! Childcare - Close at 4 pm 
7:30 pm Good Friday Worship, Sanctuary & Livestream 
 

Saturday, April 16 
7 am Saturday Men’s Group, fellowship area 
 

Sunday, April 17 
Sunday School - Easter Break 
6 am Ecumenical Easter Sunrise Worship, North Bay Pavilion 
 at Independence Grove 
8 am Easter Sunday Worship with Holy Communion,  
 Sanctuary & Livestream 
10 am Easter Sunday Worship with Holy Communion and 
 Children’s Message, Sanctuary & Livestream  
 

Monday, April 18 
CrossWays Preschool - No School 
6 pm Pilates, Celebration! Childcare atrium 
7 pm BSA Troop 194 meeting, 404 
 

Tuesday, April 19 
CrossWays Preschool - No School 
7 am Men’s Breakfast Group, The Liberty Restaurant 
4 pm Red Rose Choirs, 402 
 

Wednesday, April 20 
9 am      Quilting Group, 404 
4 pm Red Rose Choirs, 402 
 

Thursday, April 21 
7 pm      Handbell Choir rehearsal, 402 
 

Sunday, April 24 
8 am Worship with Holy Communion, Sanctuary & Livestream  
9 am Sunday School: Faith Formation, Fellowship Area 
9 am WISHES display, Fellowship Area 
10 am Worship with Holy Communion, Sanctuary & 
 Livestream  
10 am Weber Baptism 
 

Monday, April 25 
6 pm Pilates, Celebration! Childcare atrium 
7 pm BSA Troop 194 meeting, 404 
 

Tuesday, April 26 
7 am Men’s Breakfast Group, The Liberty Restaurant 
9:30 am Women’s Discussion Group, fellowship area 
4 pm Red Rose Choirs, 402 
 

Wednesday, April 27 
9 am      Quilting Group, 404 
4 pm Red Rose Choirs, 402 
 

Thursday, April 28 
7 pm  Book Club, Zoom 
 

Friday, April 29 
8 pm CrossWays Preschool & Celebration! Childcare Drive-In 
 Movie Night, parking lot 
 

Saturday, April 30 
Mission Endowment Scholarship Applications Due 
7 am Saturday Men’s Group, fellowship area 
9 am Playground Mulch Work Day  

April Calendar 
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April 6 at 7:30 pm  
In-person & livestream 

Theme: Celtic Cross - Redemption 
 

Details on page 2 

The Crosses of  

 

The Easter Bagskets project 
for COOL Ministries is back!  

 

See page 3 for details on how 
to support local families in 
Lake County this Easter.  

Easter 
Bagskets 

Passion/Palm Sunday 
April 10 at 8 & 10 am  

Sanctuary & Livestream 
with procession of palms and Holy Communion 

 

Maundy Thursday 
April 14 at 7:30 pm  

Sanctuary & Livestream 
Holy Communion (with First Communion) 

Theme: Greek Cross - Service 
 

Good Friday 
April 15 at 7:30 pm 

Sanctuary & Livestream 
Theme: Passion Cross - Suffering 

 

Ecumenical 
Easter Sunrise Worship 

April 17 at 6 am 
North Bay Pavilion at Independence Grove 

 

Easter Sunday Worship 
April 17 at 8 & 10 am 

Sanctuary & Livestream 
the celebration of the Resurrection  

with Holy Communion 
Children’s Message at 10 am 

Wednesday, April 6 at 6:30 pm 


