Connections, Belonging and Being Loved...

June 2021

Brene Brown offers the observation that when she asks people
about experiences of being loved, they share experiences of
heartbreak. When she asks people about their experiences of
belonging, they share experiences about being excluded. And,
when she asks people about their experiences of connecting, they
share their experiences about disconnection. When I think about
what I hope for people when it comes to their faith experiences
with organized religion, I would hope it is more about being
loved, belonging and connecting than their opposites. However, I
know that isn’t true. I recently came across a statistic that speaks
to this reality when it discovered that for the first time in eight
decades less than 50% of the population in the USA have a
relationship with a faith community.
Why? That is a simple question that unfortunately is not so easily
answered. I could begin by suggesting that Holy Cross Lutheran
Church is involved in many wonderful ministries. Some may conclude, that we already have a lot of good
ministry “stuff” happening every week in spite of the pandemic. Look at the ministries that populate the
pages of this month’s newsletter. We have worship services, faith formation ministries for children and
adults, relational groups, service opportunities, fellowship events, acts of compassion towards others,
intentional opportunities for community, and moments that we celebrate Christ’s presence in our everyday
lives. We practice gratitude and lean into the joy of being in community with one another which is
absolutely crucial.

Register at
HolyCrossChurch.org/
reservations

Radio Frequency: 87.9

View online on demand at
HolyCrossChurch.org/
sermons

Still, we are aware of people who experience heartbreak, exclusion and disconnection in their lives on a
daily basis. The reality is that there are people who provide care and compassion to others through a myriad
of opportunities and networking. Every one of us rely on our relationships with family, friends, peers and
members of a larger community. For some, faith may even play an essential role in navigating through life’s
moments. Each of us makes a difference in another person’s life. When we are connected to each other, we
realize that even though the specifics are unique to each of us, there are topics, moments, situations, and
needs where God’s Word may offer us some insight into our lives. When we are connected to each other,
we have our faith stretched and deepened. Our connection with God and one another is not about making us
feel shamed, chastised, isolated but a sense of belonging and being loved.
There is substantial data to support this premise. Almost 80% of all conversations about faith are generated
by people of faith. We aren’t talking about conversations centered on doctrines or teachings of the church.
We aren’t talking about conversations where you have to be an expert on the Bible. We aren’t talking about
conversations where you have to have all the answers to life’s challenges. Two of the most frequent
comments that I field on a regular basis are “I don’t know what to say” and “I don’t know what to do.”
These comments are usually made within the context of someone caring about another person. Being
connected to one another is not easy but it is extremely worthwhile.
Such is the power we wield in our decisions to love or not love. Such are the stakes involved in how we
choose to respond to Jesus’ commandment. Such is the responsibility we shoulder, whether we want to or
not. But, here’s our saving grace: Jesus doesn’t leave us alone. We are not direction-less in the wilderness.
He gives us a road map, a clear and beautiful way forward: “As I have loved you.” Follow my example, he
says. Do what I do. Love as I love. Live as you have seen me live.
Hold each other close. Tell each other the truth. Guide each other home. When we have the opportunity to
be connected to each other, we discover that every idea, old or new, is needed; every person, young or aged,
is valued; every soul, troubled or overly-satisfied or whole, is treasured; every spirit, tired or high strung, is
refreshed; and, every child of God is welcomed into a family of faith where God’s other children wait with
open arms. In other words, “Love one another as I have loved you.”

A congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America

Peace,
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Summer
Worship Schedule
June - August
In-person Sanctuary Worship
Sundays at 8 am
Register in advance (Monday - Friday) at
HolyCrossChurch.org/reservations

Drive-In Worship
Sundays at 10 am
FM 87.9
No registration required

Virtual Worship
Pre-recorded video available on Sundays on
demand at HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons

Worship With Us!
Through August 2021 our plan is to continue offering an in-person sanctuary worship,
drive-in worship and virtual worship on Sundays. All three of these worship options
will feature the same sermon message each week.
The in-person sanctuary worship opportunities will require you to RSVP your intent to
attend as we can only accommodate 125 individuals at a time. You can reserve space
from Monday through Friday for the following Sunday. If you make a reservation but
your plans change, please cancel as soon as possible to allow others to attend by
sending an email to worshipcoordinator@holycrosschurch.org
At any in-person sanctuary worship opportunity we will continue to follow health
guidelines until further notice. While there have been significant changes in pandemic
protocols approved by the State of Illinois, here at Holy Cross, the Church Council will
be taking the time to evaluate our processes and determine the next steps that best fit
the interests of all of our members, guests and visitors. Please continue to watch our
website HolyCrossChurch.org for the most current information and any changes to the
schedule or protocols. These guidelines are available online when you RSVP. Register
at HolyCrossChurch.org/reservations

Oberammergau Passion Play
Germany and Lutheran Heritage
June 16 - 27, 2022
Hosted by Pastor Bob and Nancy Davis

Rev. Dr. Robert A. Davis, Senior Pastor
Sarah Accettura, Administrative Coordinator
Janet Carr, Congregational Activities
Randall Casey, Director of Music
Carmen & Abel Cervantes, Custodians
Beth Fashimpaur, Handbell Choir Director
Sarah Grayer, Director of High School Youth Ministry
Beth Ann Koenemann, Financial Administrator
Carrie Mack, Director of Youth Music Ministries
Steve Oelschlager, Director of Operational Ministries
Ellie Rautenbach, Congregational Communications
Manny Rivera, Property
Dale Tippett Jr., Director of Contemporary Music and
Worship Technical Arts
Tom Zombolo, Property
Samantha (Sam) Cooper, Director
Roxanne (Rocky) Kupfer, Assistant Director
Tania Zombolo, Assistant Director
Harold Sargent (President), Andy Eidson (Vice President),
Nicole Drake, Mick Garrison, Gail Kelly, Bill Miksch,
Karl Nygard, Sonny Randall, Amy Sekili, Jim Smalley,
John Villani, Martha Watt
Secretary, Terry Berger
Treasurer, Lori Fedyk
Financial Secretary, Tom Miller
Altar Care: Julie Luczkiw
Greeters: Therese Delli Paoli
Sunday School: Amy Becker-Perez
The Cross Connection, parish newsletter of Holy Cross
Lutheran Church, is published monthly and is available online
at HolyCrossChurch.org/newsletters. Articles should be
submitted by the 1st of the month to Janet Carr at
janet@holycrosschurch.org

Nearly 400 years ago the history of the Passion Play began. The plague raged
in many parts of Europe and did not spare Oberammergau either. In 1633 the
Oberammergau villagers promised to perform the suffering, death and
resurrection of Christ every tenth year, in so far as no one was to die of the
plague anymore. The villagers were answered by God and therefore in 1634
the first Passion Play took place. The promise has been kept until today. 2020
the Passion Play had to be postponed for two years due to the COVID-19
pandemic. The 42nd Oberammergau Passion Play will now take place from
May 14 to October 2, 2022.
For more details about the Passion Play please visit:
passionsspiele-oberammergau.de
The Oberammergau Passion Play is a sought-after destination for travelers
from throughout the world. A group of 44 from Holy Cross planned to attend
in June 2020. We are offering the opportunity to join a group of pilgrims from
Holy Cross in 2022. We currently have 26 reservations. We have eight (8)
additional spots available for the rescheduled trip in 2022.
The interest in the 2022 Passion Play is high at this time. New updated 2022
trip brochures are available in the church office. The 12-day trip will include:
Berlin, Wittenberg, Leipzig, Buchenwald, Erfurt, Wartburg Castle, Worms,
Heidelberg, Oberammergau and a Rhine River Cruise.
Contact Pastor Bob with any questions at PastorBob@holycrosschurch.org
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New Baptism Banner
Attend in-person/virtually

Register for GLS 2021
You Have Influence… And Your Leadership Health Matters
Holy Cross is committed to hosting The Global Leadership
Summit (GLS) again in 2021 on August 5 - 6, 2021 and we
would like you to join us. Whether you’re a business leader,
CEO, pastor, teacher, nurse, student, artist, soldier, parent,
doctor, volunteer, entrepreneur, or simply finding your place,
you have influence. Every day you impact those around you
through your influence—for better or worse, in both big and
small ways. During a season that may have depleted your energy,
stunted your growth or left you in the dark, it’s time to
rediscover a new hope for your future in order to amplify
the positive difference you can make.
What is the turning point for positive change? Your capacity to
thrive and help rejuvenate the best in those around you, both
personally and professionally, is dependent on your leadership
health.
Your leadership matters. When you invest in developing your
leadership skills, you also give back to everyone around you.
You strengthen your relationships, build trust on your team,
innovate toward a better future and face challenges head-on with
fresh perspective—not only do you thrive, but your family, your
business, your church and your community thrives.

Holy Cross has historically
provided a personalized banner
as a gift on the occasion of a
baptism. For many years, these
banners were lovingly crafted by
talented volunteers, attached to
the baptismal font and served
both as a memento of the
occasion for the baptized, as
well as a signal to the
congregation that a baptism
would be occurring during a
service.
Today, we provide olivewood
prayer crosses and First Reader bibles as our gifts to the newly
baptized and we have commissioned a new banner that will be
hung during sanctuary worship services that include the rite of
baptism. The exquisite design and quilting of this art piece was
executed by Holy Cross member, Deb Sherrock, and the simple
beauty of the shell and watery blues of the background remind us
that the waters of baptism continue to flow in our lives every
day. The baptism banner will be used to remind each of us of our
baptism as we welcome new brothers and sisters in Christ to our
congregation.
Many thanks to Deb for her talent!

To be a part of the GLS experience at a discounted host site rate,
register online at: bit.ly/GLS2021atHC
Priority code: HSFAMILY
Full faculty list: globalleadership.org/global-leadership-summit

Miles Michael Kenney-Solomon

son of Ryan Solomon and Megan Kenney
May 2, 2021

Hayden Bruce Heiser

son of David and Cara Heiser
May 16, 2021

Landon Mark Szalkowski

son of Mark and Sara Szalkowski
May 16, 2021

New Positions Available

McKenzie Selen Wriddley

Holy Cross plans to expand our intergenerational faith formation
ministry and is looking to fill the following part-time position(s):

daughter of Marquetta Wriddley and
Daniel and Nanette Dahlke
May 23, 2021

- Director of Middle School Confirmation and Family Ministry
- Director of Elementary and Family Ministry

Waverly Matthei and Nick Moore

(We would also consider one, full-time position encompassing
both roles.) These positions will be involved in the redesign of
the church’s youth and family ministries, driving engagement in
ministry and milestone programs, and creating an enhanced
sense of family within the church community.
Please share with people you know and have anyone
interested complete our online form (to apply for the
position(s), to request a copy of the job descriptions, or to
receive additional information) at: bit.ly/YFMjobs

May 30, 2021

Kenny Dorn, Jr.
May 15, 2021

Sonya Henning
May 22, 2021
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Antiracism
Roundtable
Antiracism Roundtable & Work Group
Date: Monday, June 21
Time: 6:30 pm In-person including grilled steak dinner
RSVP: bit.ly/MP3JUNE
or 7:00 pm Virtual via Zoom
holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/99345621395
Topic: The Legacy Question
Andy Stanley has published a new book entitled “Better
Decisions, Fewer Regrets.” the premise being that our
decisions determine the direction and quality of our life.
Our choices create the story of our life. The book raises five
questions, and these questions will provide us with the
themes for the 2021 MP3 series. Our topic for June is The
Legacy Question: What story do I want to tell? Decision:
I will decide a story I’m proud to tell.

This group meets monthly via Zoom to continue exploring
antiracism themes and resources and to find ways to apply
what we learn, unlearn, or relearn to our faith journeys. The
group may also organize activities that put concepts into
action. Sessions will begin with an antiracism activity
related to the discussion theme. The theme for June is
Juneteenth: A History. Additional themes will be developed
based upon group focus and input.
All are invited to attend when you can and come as you are,
with an open heart for listening to and praying with each other,
as we confront a variety of topics that may take us out of our
comfort zones and lead us to make new connections to our
faith.
Sunday, June 13 from 11 am - 12:15 pm

holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/93144150662

Stanley writes: “Every decision you make becomes part of
the story of your life. Every relational, financial, and
professional decision and the outcomes of those decisions
become permanent parts of your story. We’ve all lived long
enough to have a few chapters we wish we could erase. No
doubt you have a few stories you wish you could rewrite.
We all do. We call it regret. But chances are, the decisions
that led to your greatest regrets could have been avoided if
you had paused to ask yourself, “What story do I want to
tell?”

New Discussion Opportunity in July

From here on out, write a story worth telling. Write a story
you’re proud to tell. If you’re in the middle of making a
decision right now, stop and ask yourself: Of the available
options, which one do I want as a permanent part of the
story of my life?”

Long before there were synagogues, churches, or even the
Bible, God made God’s self known through creation. The
Scriptures are packed full of examples of people coming to
understand God through the fig tree, the sparrow, violent
storms, and of course, Living Waters.

Men (21+) please RSVP to join us in-person for fellowship
and conversation and a grilled steak dinner. No RSVP
needed for virtual attendance.

Today, we live primarily separate and disconnected from
the Earth and its ecological processes. Yet, this knowledge
of God in and through God’s creation is still embedded
deep within us. We experience it in a sunrise or a sunset,
an awe-inspiring mountain range, or a gentle stream. And
we grieve together for the role we have played in the
precarious state of the creation today.

Save the dates for the next MP3 events in the 2021 series.
As we move to the other side of the COVID-19 pandemic,
we will experiment with in-person and virtual options.
Monday, July 26 at 6:30 pm
The Conscience Question: Is there a tension that needs my
attention?
Decision: I will explore rather than ignore my conscience.
Tuesday, September 21 at 6:30 pm
The Maturity Question: What is the wise thing to do?
Decision: I will take the past, present and future in
consideration.
Tuesday, October 26 at 6:30 pm
The Relationship Question: What does love require of me?
Decision: I will decide with the interests of others in mind.

NATURE

Our First Way of Knowing God

Join us for this seven-week discussion either through the
Saturday morning men’s group starting on July 10 or
Tuesday nights at 7 pm from July 13. Leo Karris will be
facilitating the conversation and video-based adult study.
Leo is currently working on a Master of Arts in Public
Ministry at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary,
focusing on ecological regeneration. Questions? Contact
Leo at leockarris@gmail.com
NATURE: Our First Way of Knowing God
Tuesdays, July 13 - August 24
7 pm via Zoom
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Preliminary Findings from
Congregational Survey and Focus
Groups
by Steve Oelschlager

Holy Cross Lutheran Church is preparing not only for the future
transition of Pastor Bob toward retirement, a new senior pastor to
take over his pastoral leadership of the congregation, but also
continued adaptation and innovation of ministry in the face of
challenging cultural and societal trends. How can a congregation
like ours best help people follow Jesus in this time and place? As
we make plans to define “a path forward” into the future, Holy
Cross leadership collected feedback from 49 members who
participated in 10 focus groups and 209 members who completed
the congregational survey from Holy Cow Consulting. I want to
share some preliminary observations from those efforts by
starting with the big picture first.
Holy Cross is one of 8,900 congregations in our denomination,
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Since 1988 when it
began, ELCA membership has declined by about 30% (and
several thousand congregations) while the US population has
expanded by about 30%. This drop is not unique to the Lutheran
church but is happening in other denominations across organized
religion. Pew Research regularly shares its findings of the growth
of the religiously unaffiliated, a trend that seems to be picking up
steam with more significant percentages of younger generations
falling into that category. Many books and articles discuss these
developments, with authors asking why it's happening and what
we can do. None of us has to look too far to see how this reality
is playing out within our own families and community.
Biology has some valuable insights for us to consider here.
Survival requires organisms to evolve in response to external
changes and keep finding ways to create the next generation. The
reality is that any organism or organization that can't find ways to
adapt and replicate itself will not endure. This recipe for survival
is true for viruses, bald eagles, companies like Kodak and Intel,
and non-profits like Boy Scouts and Christian congregations.
Holy Cow Consulting characterizes Holy Cross as having a
“magi” culture, meaning we embrace adaptation, not just in how
we think about church and ministry, but also how we apply faith
and theology to our changing world. As you might imagine from
the preceding paragraphs, being adaptive is what we need
precisely to face the external changes in our world. Another way
of saying this is that introducing best practices to a culturally
stuck organization will do nothing to help them grow and evolve.
Being culturally adaptive, like Holy Cross, opens the door for
necessary innovation.
For the last year, members at Holy Cross have experienced
firsthand how this congregation can pivot, innovate, and adapt.
Almost immediately after discontinuing in-person worship
because of COVID-19, Holy Cross provided high-quality online
worship videos, live worship and learning events over Zoom, and
eventually year-round parking lot worship with the “liturgical
loft” construction and FM radio broadcasting. Holy Cross
leadership made adjustments to governance, staffing, finances,
and more, to keep people safe while still having the congregation
be relevant. 79% of those taking the Holy Cow survey praised
Holy Cross for adapting during the pandemic. Many people
submitted messages of thanks and gratitude for all the hard work,
thoughtfulness, and innovation that Holy Cross members
witnessed this past year.

Another positive finding that came out of the survey is that Holy
Cross currently has an atmosphere of high satisfaction, high
energy, signifying both health and vitality. Our high satisfaction
ratings were attributable to Pastor Bob, quality worship,
representative leadership, and thoughtful decision-making. While
we also scored as a high-energy congregation, there were no
particular attributes that defined that energy. In general, the
consultant from Holy Cow was very clear that it is pretty unusual
for her to see the high regard that survey takers had for Holy
Cross. She also praised Holy Cross for having the kind of culture
that allows for respectful theological diversity within our midst.
As we think about “a path forward,” this kind of positive esteem
is a tremendous asset and will serve us well for the work ahead.
According to the survey results, Holy Cross also scored well in
morale, conflict management, governance, readiness for
ministry, engagement in education, and worship and music.
Part of our “magi” culture is that we tend to be analytical in our
reasoning. Our highly educated membership (75% of survey
takers have college or graduate degrees) is keenly observant of
our challenges. That comes through in the questions and
comments from the focus groups and priorities from the survey.
Holy Cross members did raise questions about Pastor Bob's
transition, new pastoral leadership, how we attract younger
families and more youth, how we reach new people and
incorporate them into the church and the faith. We desire more
engagement, growth, and transformation via faith formation,
leading to greater participation, spiritual maturity, and
inclusivity. The challenge, of course, is that greater engagement
is what most of organized religion has been trying to produce for
decades without much to show for it. These concerns highlight
the exhausting work ahead of continued experimentation and
adaptation to meet our surrounding post-modern cultural reality.
As we discern our “path forward,” here is a perfect example of
what we will need to work on with our next senior pastor and
future leadership. Research is pretty clear that the most critical
influence on the religious life of kids is their parents, not the
Sunday School or confirmation program, or the pastor or youth
group leaders. As sociologist Christian Smith writes, “myriad
studies show that, beyond a doubt, the parents of American
youth play the leading role in shaping the character of their
religious and spiritual lives, even well after they leave home and
often for the rest of their lives.”
With this in mind, how do we rethink children and youth
ministry and make it more about supporting parents in their
pivotal role in faith transmission? Potentially our path forward is
less about programming in the church building at set times and
more about helping parents with resources that can be used
anytime mom and dad want to make sure their kids have a life of
faith?
Please watch for additional communications, including the Holy
Cross website (HolyCrossChurch.org/transition), as our “path
forward” continues. Our congregation has much to be grateful
for, including the Holy Cow survey results' recent affirmation of
health and vitality. We also have many significant decisions to
make in the months and years ahead as we experiment and adapt
and work to stay relevant to a culture that very much needs to
hear the Good News of Jesus Christ.
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holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/94321824417
This month we will discuss The Mountain Between Us by Charles Martin. Two strangers agree to charter
a plane together, hoping to return home; Ben Payne is a gifted surgeon returning from a conference, and
Ashley Knox, a magazine writer, is en route to her wedding. But when unthinkable tragedy strikes, the
pair find themselves stranded in Utah's most remote wilderness. Our discussion host for the evening is
Deb Sherrock. If you have any questions, please email Felicia Brandt at felicia.s.brandt@gmail.com

Saturday
Men’s Group

holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/301891517
This group is for men of faith to come together throughout the year to share their faith and thoughts
about challenging topics. All welcome. In June, we will be taking off June 5, and then discussing some
one-off topics the remaining Saturdays before starting a new series in July on nature as our first way of
knowing God (see page 4). Questions? Please contact Steve Oelschlager at steve@holycrosschurch.org

bit.ly/MP3JUNE
holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/99345621395
Andy Stanley has published a new book entitled “Better Decisions, Fewer Regrets.” the premise being
that our decisions determine the direction and quality of our life. Our choices create the story of our life.
The book raises five questions, and these questions will provide us with the themes for the 2021 MP3
series. Our topic for June is The Legacy Question: What story do I want to tell? Decision: I will decide a
story I’m proud to tell. See page 4 of the newsletter for more details.
Men (21+) please RSVP to join us in-person for fellowship and conversation and a grilled steak dinner.
No need to RSVP for virtual attendance.

Grounded
in

Grace

Antiracism
Roundtable

Women’s
Discussion
Group

Grounded in Grace is an opportunity for women of faith to gather together in fun, fellowship, and
learning. In June we will meet at the home of Terry Berger. We will “rest” around the fire pit, while
enjoying fellowship and planning for next year. Grounded in Grace will take a hiatus in July and August,
but will return in September.
For questions, contact Terry Berger at terryberger.08@gmail.com or (224) 775-1479

holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/93144150662
As follow-up to last fall’s book discussions of Dear Church: A Love Letter from a Black Preacher to
Whitest Denomination in the US (by Pastor Lenny Duncan) and Dialogues on Race (Augsburg Fortress),
all are invited to participate in this relational group, led by Holy Cross member Carol Dikelsky. We are
meeting monthly via Zoom to continue exploring antiracism themes and resources and to find ways to
apply what we learn, unlearn, or relearn to our faith journeys. The June discussion topic will be
Juneteenth: A History. See page 4 of the newsletter for more details.

We are planning an in-person gathering for this session. We will either be meeting on the patio (weather
permitting) or in the gathering space. We will still follow the recommended protocols of Lake County
Public Health. We will provide individual wrapped refreshments with coffee. The plan is to offer time
for conversation and fellowship. We hope to catch up with everyone and do some processing about the
Covid-19 pandemic experience. We will share moments that were challenging and moments that turned
out to be a blessing. We will consider what role our faith played throughout the Covid experience and
where we discovered moments of hope. We hope you will be able to join us. We may offer a remote
option if there is interest in one. Questions? Contact Pastor Bob at pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org
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CrossWays Preschool

Celebration! Childcare

by Samantha Cooper
Director of CrossWays Preschool & Celebration! Childcare

Sprouting Up for Summer!
June has arrived and our Little Sprouts Summer Camp will begin
on June 8! Our little explorers are excited for the adventures that
will be taking place this month. With a picnic, popsicles, and a
Trackless Train on the list of engaging activities, our kiddos have
plenty of things to look forward to. We will be having “themed”
fun days each week including “Tie Dye Tuesday” and “USA
Day”. For the month of June, our summer camp friends will learn
about dinosaurs, cooking fun, glorious gardens, and stars and
stripes. They will also be working in the garden to tend to
classroom plants and vegetables.

Fall 2021/22 Enrollment
We have availability in all of our CrossWays Preschool programs
for ages 2-5 for our fall school year. If you or someone you know
is looking for a fun, interactive preschool experience for your
child, call or email CrossWays Preschool!

Hip-Hip Hooray for Summer Days!
Our students are jumping right into Summer with a Kona Ice
event as well as a Lunchable Picnic. Summer is a time for sun,
fun, and making memories! We will be having weekly “theme”
days including “Camo Day” and “Match a Friend Day''
throughout the summer. Staff will also be participating in the
themed days!
One of our favorite things to do at summer camp is splashing
around on water days! This year, Celebration! Childcare will be
having two water play days for the students. We like to encourage
our teachers to get outside as much as possible for fresh air,
outdoor learning and nature-led stimulation. Outdoor play is a
great benefit for young children! It supports creativity, problem
solving skills, and a healthy and active lifestyle. Outdoor play also
gives children the opportunity to learn in a new setting and
become familiar with nature.

Celebration! Childcare Important Dates:
Monday, July 5: No School (Independence Day observed)

Crossroads High School Youth Group Rules!

Summer Camp
Ages: 2 - 5 year olds
Camp Hours: 9 am - 11:30 am
Camp Days: Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
Camp Dates: JUNE - June 8 - July 1
JULY - July 6 - July 29
AUGUST - August 3 - 19

A BIG thank you to Sarah Grayer and the Crossroads High
School Youth Group students for helping make our garden a
better place! The students volunteered their time in early May to
paint our raised beds for vegetables as well as some pallets for
growing experiments and pops of color. We appreciate the time
and energy that Crossroads invested. Our students are really
enjoying the fresh, bright colors!

Only a few spots remain!
See full details at cpreschool.org/programs

crossways@holycrosschurch.org
(847) 367-4367
cpreschool.org

CrossWays
Preschool

Celebration!
Childcare

celebration@holycrosschurch.org
(847) 367-6208
cchildcare.org
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•

There are a lot of books you can read with your child(ren).
Your local public children’s librarian will most likely be able
to assist you in choosing some for your family to read. One
book that my family has appreciated is Something Happened
In Our Town by Marianne Celano, Marietta Collins and Ann
Hazard. Age range 4-8 year olds). Another one is When God
Made You by Matthew Paul Turner.

•

Sesame Workshop has some great resources for younger kids.
As a parent, I’ve found the articles helpful.
sesameworkshop.org/what-we-do/racial-justice

•

Talk with your child(ren) about being an “upstander,” and
maybe even practice how to be one. Here is a cute video that
introduces how to be an upstander: youtu.be/eeqQCyQOCPg

•

When you’re watching a show with your kids, pay attention to
who the heroes and villains are portrayed to be. Talk about
why that might be.

•

For your own growth, join Holy Cross’ Antiracism Roundtable
and Work Group, held monthly via Zoom. (See page 6 for
more information)

Ages 3 - 5th Grade
Weekly Sunday School program resumes September 2021

Love in Action: Given from God,
Shared with Others
by Amy Becker-Perez

During these summer months, we will be offering a couple of
resources in each newsletter for you to help your kids connect
faith with the lives they are living. For June we are focusing on
how we know God loves us and how we love others.
Jesus is With Us
For many kids, the summer months bring new and different
experiences. As we hustle from one camp or activity to another,
it might help to remind ourselves and our kids that Jesus is with
us in each situation. How do we do that?
Buy a pack of cross stickers (or temporary tattoos) - and as you
head out the door each morning, each person gets one to put on
themselves.
Or
Trace the sign of the cross on each other’s foreheads before you
leave for the day.
Or
Find that cross necklace or trinket that you don’t wear and put it
in your car so that you can see it each morning. The cross is
there to remind you to pray together before you go your separate
ways.

Some of these ideas were collected from a three-session class
called “Raising Anti-Racist Kids” led by First Presbyterian in
Libertyville. View the recap resources on their website under
Resources for Families at firstpreslibertyville.org/anti-racism/
An important take-away from Sesame Workshop: “As soon as
children can ask questions, support their natural curiosity by
answering them, even the most difficult ones (and it’s okay to say
you want to think about their question for a while). Let them know
that it’s okay to notice skin color and to talk about race. The idea is
to make differences normal… and good!”
From a place of faith, we recognize that God has created these
differences—and loves and celebrates them.

It might be enough just to remind kids (and ourselves) that Jesus
is with us. But, this reminder might lead to a conversation about
why that matters. Why do we remind ourselves that Jesus goes
with us? The answer you give today might be different than your
neighbor’s answer or different than the answer you will give in
10 years. There are no wrong answers.

Milestone
Ministries

Talking to Our Kids About Race
Part of our call as people who
follow Jesus is to love others as
Jesus loved, which included
seeking to change the ways
culture can hurt others.
In Jesus’ time, he challenged the
ways in which the culture as it
was did not allow for fullness of
life for those who found
themselves widowed, orphaned, or in a strange land. In our time,
following Jesus’ example of love can include challenging ways
in which the culture as it is does not allow for fullness of life for
those who are “othered” for any number of reasons. The
following resources give ideas of how to equip your kids (and
yourselves) for loving others as Jesus loves them. Here are some
ideas and resources to begin the conversation:

Our faith journey occurs from birth through life eternal. Milestone
Ministries serve as an important way of connecting, supporting, and
equipping families and the congregation to pass on the faith, to live
out the promises that are made when someone is baptized and to
provide strength for their faith journey.

Sunday, June 6
Special blessing of graduates and their families during the 10 am
Drive-In Worship Service

Graduation from high school is an important milestone and a time of
transition for students and families. We will observe this milestone
with prayer at all three worship services on June 6 and special
blessing of all graduates and their families at the 10 am drive-in
worship service. There will be an outdoor reception immediately
following worship for all of our grads and their families.
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Crossroads High School Youth Group
for 9 - 12 Grade Youth

The Crossroads Youth Group Vision & Values
Our Vision:
Crossroads is a flourishing and vibrant High School
Youth Group where the students are well connected to
each other, the rest of the church community, and to
God, and where each person feels at home, is shaping
their personal truths, has a growing sense of fulfillment,
and is living out their values.

Our Values:
− Honest & sincere conversations
− Service to others
− Fun, adventure & new experiences
− Learning
− Parent involvement

Connecting & Thriving!
On Easter Sunday a whole bunch of our Crossroads
youth handed out Easter eggs full of candy to families
at the drive-in church service. It was so great to see
them brighten everyone's morning! We also continued
to get together over Zoom both as a large group and
with smaller Quick Chats, talking about the idea of
waiting on something we’re looking forward to.
High School Graduation Recognition
We’ll have a special prayer over our graduating seniors during worship on Sunday, June 6. We invite all seniors and families who are
able to be a part of the 10 am drive-in worship service. Senior youth and parents will have some time together after the 10 am drive-in
worship service as well during an outdoor reception, (weather permitting) with cake.
The Crossroads Youth Group stays connected while still respecting the COVID-19 restrictions by having regular Zoom meetings for
youth, both small-group style and as a large group, as well monthly in-person youth events where we wear our masks. We do
something different each event, which could involve a super active game, a service-oriented project, great conversation together, or
something totally new and different.
Parent Series: Faithful Families
Sundays, June 20 - July 25, (Skipping July 4) from 5 - 5:45pm

holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/98703655550
We have a 5-week discussion series beginning in June all about faith practices for families! We'll watch some short videos from
thought leaders and hear from parents about their struggles, successes, and ideas that have shaped lasting faith in their own families.
Each week we'll discuss a different theme around the video. Join me, Steve Oelschlager, and other Crossroads parents for some great
conversation and insights for some new ideas that can potentially be integrated into your own family routines.

The Fuller Youth Institute: Living a Better Story
Holy Cross was chosen to participate with 13 other churches in the wider Chicagoland area in the Fuller Youth Institute (FYI)
two-year cohort called “Living a Better Story”. The FYI is a research trailblazer and great thought leader related to all things youth and
family ministry. The Holy Cross team consists of 3 adults and 2 youth, who meet along with these other churches to learn and share
best practices, and develop and apply new and more meaningful approaches to ministry in our own church community. We are excited
to introduce some amazing new elements to our ministry this year!

What’s coming up?
In June we’ll be getting together for more Crossroads Youth Events and Quick Chats! Please visit our Crossroads High School Youth
webpage at holycrosschurch.org/crossroads for the latest information on upcoming events.
Hi, I’m Sarah! I'm the Director of High School Youth & Family Ministry. When I was a teenager my youth group
was huge in helping me develop my faith. Because of that, I am now passionate about developing great ministry
opportunities with high school youth and their parents. In addition to serving on the church ministry staff in this
part-time role, I also work full-time with a wealth management & financial planning group, and enjoy family life
with my wonderful husband Justin and baby girl, Olivia. In my spare time I like to do yoga, read, and play outside
with our Australian Shepherd, Chloe.
Connect with me any time about your ideas or questions at sarahgrayer@holycrosschurch.org
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One Never Knows
by Randy Casey

Julia, my ever delightful, non-believing, musically
unknowledgeable German tutor via Zoom of the past three and
a half years, does not care what we talk about just as long as we
are speaking her native language. So recently I led her into a
discussion of Bach in heaven and the life hereafter. To bring
some humor into the mix I told her that I envisioned Miss Perry
pointing out to Herr Bach my activities here on Earth. And
while I could not definitively say that such was actually
happening, Julia could not contend otherwise with certainty.
Although Julia, who was 34 years old on May 17, speaks seven
languages or so, including Finnish, Norwegian, and Icelandic, I
will aver that nobody takes her into the topics in any language
that I do. On the surface all we are doing is working on my
German, and even laughing as she corrects my mistakes, but
every now and then I might be leading her in some small way to
think about a spiritual matter or two.
Julia lives near Heidelberg in the southwestern part of
Germany, which is about the size of Minnesota, but she tells me
that she has NEVER visited Leipzig. Of course, I have
graciously offered to meet her at the Leipzig train station, from
which we would repair to the Nikolai Church, and then pass
through the Leipzig pedestrian zone to the Bach statue next to
St. Thomas Church. I would then take her to the steps of the St.
Thomas chancel where we would stand before the great man's
resting place with all due reverence.
Just yesterday I had the pleasure of hearing a Bach cantata that
was new to me being performed at Grace Church, River Forest.
Bach wrote a few hundred such works, mostly on a weekly
basis. Apparently he would compose a piece and bring the
handwritten copies of his original voice parts to choir rehearsal.
The singers would get to work, and then present the next
Sunday what they had been given that night. One would like to
think that Bach had some amazing musicians on hand, but I
have read that he may have never heard a really good
performance of one of his cantatas. One also wonders if the
singers recognized the quality of the manuscript in their hands
or appreciated the genius of the man who might be telling them
to be careful to not let the fresh ink stain their clothes.
As much fun as it would be, I am not holding my breath waiting
for Julia to meet me in Leipzig. The good news, however, is
that she can stay right where she is as her brilliant mind goes in
whatever direction God takes it. I connected with her because I
wanted to be able to visit the BACHFEST in Leipzig and be
able to understand the lectures being given in German as well
as enjoy the music. I had no idea that she and I would be talking
for over three years and then some.
After a lifetime of reading, it is delightful to come out of myself
by traveling and by learning a language in conversation with
another person. Surely it is these endeavors and my playing that
give me energy, that makes me feel like I am just getting
started, even though the calendar says otherwise. I do not fear
what may come next and I do not want Julia or anyone else to
be afraid either.
As surely as J. S. Bach had a plan for a choir rehearsal so has
God a plan for each of us. One never knows what is down the
road or where it may lead.

Watering Help Needed this Summer

Our watering volunteers could use a couple extra hands
during the summer months to keep the beautiful flowers
in the planters outside our building doors, in front of the
liturgical loft and on the patio watered. This easy task
requires no person to person contact and could be a
weekly or bi-weekly commitment. It takes less than 30
minutes to complete. To participate, please contact Nancy
Alban at albanfamily4@gmail.com or the church office.

Support the Youth Ministry through
AmazonSmile
AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know—same products,
same prices, same service. It just uses the money saved on
advertising to help fund donations to charitable organizations.
Setting up automatic donations is easy. Visit smile.amazon.com
or use the Amazon app before you shop and select Holy Cross
Lutheran Church as your charitable organization. If using a
browser, bookmark smile.amazon.com to create a shortcut to
quickly return to AmazonSmile every time you shop at
Amazon and 0.5% of your purchase amount will be donated.
This is an easy and wonderful way that you can support Holy
Cross’ youth ministry.
Thank you for your continued support!

Crossroads High School Youth Group
Room Update
Crossroads High School Youth
Group is growing! We are excited
to share that Holy Cross has
engaged Midwest Architecture
Studio (MAS) to develop the vision
for dedicated space for Crossroads
and the youth and family ministry
programs. Preliminary design
sketches and renderings will be developed over the summer and
we look forward to sharing the dream of this new space with all
of you by late summer.

11

Welcome Home, Monty
and Rose!
by Marge Stueckemann

It is rare to have piping plover birds
nesting in Chicago—it hadn't
happened in many decades before
Monty and Rose found a site on
Montrose Beach two summers ago and
hatched and raised fledglings who
flew off at the end of the summer to
the absolute delight of the monitors
that keep watch on the birds there!
Last year Monty and Rose again had a Source: chicagopipingplovers.org
successful nest and sent three fledglings off at the end of the
summer, named Nish, Hazel and Esperanza. How do you know
that Monty and Rose are the same birds as in 2019? They have
tiny bands on their legs and can be so identified.
So now it is 2021, and the park district was so hoping the plovers
would return, they added three acres to the nature area where the
birds like to live. So having Monty and Rose AGAIN show up at
the end of April, maybe one or two days apart, was front-page
news in the Chicago Tribune! The bird monitors are ecstatic, and
hopefully there will be another successful family being raised
this summer. This area of beach is very popular for volleyball,
dog walking and people out strolling, but the park people are
creating different areas for different purposes, and the birds
should have some privacy to build a nest (very simple-sort of
just a slight bowl-shape in the sand) and hatch their family.
As an endangered species, having a chance to build the
population here in the city is a marvelous delight. And how
miraculous to think of God's unbelievable creation that has two
birds winter in different areas—Monty in Texas and Rose in
Florida, fly all that way to Chicago and reunite on the same
beach they used to raise families in 2019 and 2020. It is beyond
amazing the intricacy of God's natural world! Learn more about
Great Lakes Piping Plovers at chicagopipingplovers.org

Calling All Gardening Enthusiasts
If the recent COOL Plant Sale didn’t quite fill your gardening
needs or interests, here are some additional local events that
benefit worthy causes that Holy Cross members have shared:
University of Illinois Lake County Extension Master
Gardeners Plant Sale
Saturday, June 12, 9 am to 2 pm
100 South US Highway 45, Grayslake
Offering high quality plants and demonstration gardens. All
proceeds support Extension projects and programming for
volunteers, youth and adults. More information is available at
extension.illinois.edu
Town & Country Garden Club of Libertyville
“Hidden Gems” Garden Walk
Saturday, June 26, 10 am - 3 pm
A perfect outdoor event to connect with nature
and get a peek at spectacular gardens in
Libertyville and the surrounding area. Proceeds
fund community plantings, Libertyville Food
Pantry, and scholarships for Lake County horticulture students.
See TownCountryGardenClub.com/events for details.

17th Annual COOL Golf Outing
Friday, July 16
Bonnie Brook Golf Course,
2800 N Lewis Ave, Waukegan
11:00 am - Check-in
11:30 am - Straight Tee Start
Proceeds provide funding needed to help COOL with the
important work of Feeding the Hungry and Housing the
Homeless. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, there will be no
dinner option this year. For more details or to register online,
visit their website: coolministries.org

The need for assistance to individuals and families is ongoing
and growing. COOL patrons continue to be served by
appointment only to pick up already packaged food. As the
number of patrons has grown, the need for monetary help has
also grown. To continue to help, you may donate online on our
website at donate.holycrosschurch.org

FMSC Race to Feed Kids
10-Day Virtual Fundraiser: June 21 - 30
Share your passion for God’s children! Join the Race to Feed
Kids, a battle against hunger that uses fundraising technology
and takes social distancing into account.
You decide when, where and how to race and raise vital funds
that mean nutritious meals for hungry kids. Then invite family,
friends, neighbors and co-workers to support you. Race
individually or as part of a group. You set up how you will
combat hunger. And together as a team, we will beat it.
Sign up: fmsc.org/get-involved/fmsc-virtual-experiences
or email Kenzie MacKillop, Development Advisor, for more
information at mackillop@fsmc.org

2021 ELCA Metro Chicago Synod Assembly
The 2021 Metropolitan Chicago Synod, ELCA, Synod
Assembly will be taking place virtually on June 5, 2021. This
year’s theme will be “Good Stewards.” Please keep all Holy
Cross delegates and the Metropolitan Chicago Synod in prayer
as they discern the business matters of the Synod.
The next ELCA Churchwide Assembly will be held in
Columbus, Ohio from August 8 – 12, 2022.
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Summer
Worship Schedule

Date: Sunday, June 13
Time: 11 am - 12:15 pm
Topic: Juneteenth: A History

In-person Sanctuary Worship
Sundays at 8 am
Register in advance (Monday - Friday) at
HolyCrossChurch.org/reservations

Drive-In Worship
Sundays at 10 am
FM 87.9

Antiracism
Roundtable

All are invited to attend when you can and
come as you are, with an open heart for
listening to and praying with each other, as we
confront a variety of topics that may take us out
of our comfort zones and lead us to make new
connections to our faith. More on page 4.

No registration required

Virtual Worship
Pre-recorded video available Sundays on
demand at HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons

NATURE

Our First Way of Knowing God
New discussion group coming in July.
Details on page 4

MP3: Men of Purpose, Principle & Prayer
Date: Monday, June 21
Time: 6:30 pm In-person or 7 pm via Zoom
Topic: The Legacy Question
See page 4 for more details.

