What do you seek?

February 2021

Early in his ministry, Jesus of Nazareth was surrounded by crowds. He turned and asked, “What do you
seek?” (John 1:38). For more than a thousand years, monastics have greeted pilgrims knocking on their
doors by asking: “What do you seek?” Today, each of us can pause with the same question. As much as the
world has changed, the fundamental human hopes and yearnings that draw us to faith may not be so
different.
For many today…
WE SEEK LOVE… To know God’s love, to love and be loved by others, and to love ourselves.
WE SEEK FREEDOM… From the many forces—sin, fear, oppression, and division that pull us from
living as God created us to be: dignified, whole, and free.
WE SEEK ABUNDANT LIFE… Overflowing with joy, peace, generosity, and delight. Where there is
enough for all because we all share with abandon. A life of meaning, given back to God and lived for
others.
WE SEEK JESUS… The way of Jesus is the Way of Love, and that way has the power to change lives
and change the world.
Bishop Michael Curry, Episcopal Church USA, in his recent book “Love is the Way” points out that “In the
first century Jesus of Nazareth inspired a movement. A community of people whose lives were centered on
Jesus Christ and committed to living the way of God’s unconditional, unselfish, sacrificial, and redemptive
love. Before they were called ‘church’ or ‘Christian,’ this Jesus Movement was simply called ‘the way.’
But how can we together grow more deeply with Jesus Christ at the center of our lives, so we can bear
witness to his way of love in and for the world? The deep roots of our Christian tradition may offer just
such a path. For centuries, monastic communities have shaped their lives around rhythms and disciplines
for following Jesus together.”
I am inviting you to join with other people of faith during Lent 2021 to explore and discover insights into
seven spiritual practices: Turn-Learn-Pray-Worship-Bless-Go-Rest.
By entering into reflection, discernment and commitment around these seven practices we may mature and
grow as individuals and communities of faith following the loving, liberating, life-giving way of Jesus.
Jesus’ way of loving has the power to change each of our lives and to change this world. For more details
about Holy Cross’ Lenten midweek offerings, please turn to pages 2 and 3.
Peace,

A congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America
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Midweek Lent
Traveling the Way of Love: Practices for a Jesus Centered Life
You’re invited to join with other people of faith during Lent 2021 to explore
and discover insights into seven spiritual practices: Turn-Learn-Play-WorshipBless-Go-Rest.
Our midweek Lenten worship services will be offered on Zoom. The evening
will consist of scripture, prayer, music, an inspirational video and a message.
The Zoom sessions will be approximately 30-35 minutes in length.

the Way of

Following the midweek Lenten service there will be an optional opportunity to
participate in an informal conversation group. Holy Cross promotes the idea
that while our faith is personal, it is not private. We offer a variety of
opportunities for discernment and reflection that builds off of the hope that
greater clarity is achieved through group conversation and sharing. If you
desire to participate in the optional small group discussion following the
midweek worship service there will be break out groups assigned for
approximately 30 minutes. These groups will discuss the theme that was
presented during the midweek Lenten worship service.
Below is the schedule with each evening’s theme. Additional support material
is available on the following page: holycrosschurch.org/lent

Ash Wednesday Worship
Imposition of Ashes & Holy Communion
Theme: Love is the Way
Rev. Dr. Robert A. Davis, Senior Pastor
Sarah Accettura, Administrative Coordinator
Janet Carr, Congregational Activities
Randall Casey, Director of Music
Carmen & Abel Cervantes, Custodians
Sarah Grayer, Director of High School Youth Ministry
Beth Ann Koenemann, Financial Administrator
Carrie Mack, Director of Youth Music Ministries
Beth Malecha, Handbell Choir Director
Steve Oelschlager, Director of Operational Ministries
Mike Price, Business Director
Jennifer Radtke, Nursery Attendant
Ellie Rautenbach, Congregational Communications
Manny Rivera, Property
Dale Tippett Jr., Director of Contemporary Music and
Worship Technical Arts
Tom Zombolo, Property

Wednesday, February 17
Drive-In Worship at 7 pm
Worship video at HolyCrossChurch.org/lent
See next page for more details.

Midweek Lenten Worship
holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/99183247694
Wednesday, February 24
Worship at 7 pm via Zoom

Wednesday, March 3

Sam Cooper, Director
Roxanne (Rocky) Kupfer, Assistant Director
Sonny Randall (President), Katie Ormson (Vice President),
Andy Eidson, Mick Garrison, Bill Miksch, Karl Nygard,
Amy Sekili, Jim Smalley, John Villani, Martha Watt,
Rich Yocius
Secretary, Terry Berger
Treasurer, Eric Ormson
Financial Secretary, Lori Fedyk
Altar Care: Julie Luczkiw
Greeters: Therese Delli Paoli

The Cross Connection, parish newsletter of Holy Cross
Lutheran Church, is published monthly and is available online
at HolyCrossChurch.org/newsletters. Articles should be
submitted by the 1st of the month to Janet Carr at
janet@holycrosschurch.org

Worship at 7 pm via Zoom

Wednesday, March 10

Worship at 7 pm via Zoom

Wednesday, March 17

Worship at 7 pm via Zoom

Wednesday, March 24

Worship at 7 pm via Zoom

Maundy Thursday, April 1
Worship at 7 pm via Zoom

Good Friday, April 2

Worship at 7 pm via Zoom
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Freely you have received; freely give. – Matthew 10:8
Jesus called his disciples to give, forgive, teach, and heal in his
name. We are empowered by the Spirit to bless everyone we
meet, practicing generosity and compassion, and proclaiming
the Good News of God in Christ with hopeful words and
selfless actions. We can share our stories of blessing and invite
others to the Way of Love.

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to
you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and
do not be afraid. – John 14:27
From the beginning of creation, God has established the sacred
pattern of going and returning, labor and rest. Especially today,
God invites us to dedicate time for restoration and wholeness within our bodies, minds, and souls, and within our communities and institutions. By resting we place our trust in God, the
primary actor who brings all things to their fullness.

When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and
broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and
they recognized him – Luke 24:30-31a
When we worship, we gather with others before God. We hear
the Good News of Jesus Christ, give thanks, confess, and offer
the brokenness of the world to God. As we break bread, our
eyes are opened to the presence of Christ. By the power of the
Holy Spirit, we are made one body, the body of Christ sent
forth to live the Way of Love.

As Jesus went to the highways and byways, he sends us
beyond our circles and comfort, to witness to the love,
justice, and truth of God with our lips and with our lives. We
go to listen with humility and to join God in healing a hurting
world. We go to become Beloved Community, a people
reconciled in love with God and one another.

“Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will
love them, and we will come to them and make our home with
them.” – John 14:23
By reading and reflecting on Scripture, especially the life and
teachings of Jesus, we draw near to God and God’s word
dwells in us. When we open our minds and hearts to
Scripture, we learn to see God’s story and God’s activity in
everyday life.

Ash Wednesday Worship
Theme: Love is the Way

Wednesday, February 17
Drive-In Worship at 7 pm
Worship video available at HolyCrossChurch.org/lent
Ash Wednesday for 2021 will be offered in two different
formats. Drive-In Worship will begin at 7 pm in the church
parking lot. Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion will be
available. If you wish to receive the imposition of ashes there
will be an opportunity to do so following the worship service in
another portion of the parking lot while you remain in your
vehicle.
Alternatively, a pre-recorded worship service featuring the same
message as the Drive-In will be posted online to view on demand.
See below for ‘Ashes to Go’ to use with a separate Imposition of
Ashes Liturgy.

Ashes to Go
As Jesus was walking along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him “Follow me.” And he
got up and followed him. – Mark 2:14
Like the disciples, we are called by Jesus to follow the Way of
Love. With God’s help, we can turn from the powers of sin,
hatred, fear, injustice, and oppression toward the way of truth,
love, hope, justice, and freedom. In turning, we reorient our
lives to Jesus Christ, falling in love again, again, and again.

He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished,
one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as
John taught his disciples.” – Luke 11:1
Jesus teaches us to come before God with humble hearts, boldly offering our thanksgivings and concerns to God or simply
listening for God’s voice in our lives and in the world. Whether
in thought, word or deed, individually or corporately, when we
pray we invite and dwell in God’s loving presence.

Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father
has sent me, so I send you.” – John 20:21

A Christian tradition is to provide ashes that are generated from
burned palm branches from the previous year’s Palm Sunday
worship. We bless them and offer the ‘imposition of ashes’. This
practice provides the opportunity for individuals to come forward
and receive the sign of the cross on their foreheads as the
following words are spoken…”Remember that you are dust and
to dust you shall return.”
For those who wish to participate remotely on Ash Wednesday,
we will offer small bags of ‘Ashes to Go.’ The ‘Ashes to Go’ can
be used by individuals or families. Instructions are included. A
short, pre-recorded video resource for the liturgy of the
imposition of ashes will be available online at
HolyCrossChurch.org/lent
‘Ashes to Go’ will be distributed during Drive-In Worship on
Sunday, February 14 at 9:30 am for anyone who would like them.
Additionally, on Ash Wednesday, February 17 between 6:30 am
and 9 am Pastor Bob will be in the church parking lot for people
to drive through and receive the sign of the cross on their
foreheads and/or pick up a bag of ‘Ashes to Go.’ All health and
safety precautions will be taken to protect those that participate.
If you would like to stop by on your way to work or your
morning errands and receive the imposition of ashes you are
welcome to do so. This is offered to anyone in the community
and is not limited to members of Holy Cross. You are welcome to
extend the invitation to others.
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The Cosmos
by Randy Casey

August Hock, Jr.
December 19, 2020
Vida Yarc
December 30, 2020

2020 Annual Report
View the PDF document online at
HolyCrossChurch.org/resources
Printed copies are available for pick up located outside the
church office door or during Drive-In Worship on February 7.

Reminder:
Archived Virtual Worship Services
If at any time you would like to revisit a virtual worship
service that you viewed before, or perhaps catch up on one that
you might have missed, they are available on demand on our
website at HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons. Scroll down on the
page to find the service that you would like to see.

Drive-In
Worship

Tonight is the Eve of the Winter Solstice and I plan to remain awake
until 2:45 am our time (8:45 am in Ireland) to see sunlight fill the
inside of Newgrange, a burial mound built in 3,200 B.C. in Ireland. Its
entryway and center are illuminated by the rising sun every year on the
winter solstice. The mystery is how these ancient people had the
knowledge to create such a structure. Coincidentally Saturn and Jupiter
are lining up tomorrow at dusk, as close as they have been in 800
years, at least from the vantage point of Earth. Astrophysicists say that
this is a scientific explanation for the Star of Bethlehem.
The most spectacular musical event with which I was personally
involved during my college career was a performance of the Handel
oratorio SAMSON. There were 7 soloists, 3 trumpeters, timpani, a
community chorus, and yours truly at the organ. The conductor, Dr.
William Ballard, approached me afterwards and was all smiles with
appreciation for my work. The fine soprano, Mary Beth Armes, who
was Delilah that April day in 1974, receives our church newsletter and
will remember that afternoon as well as I do. I think of this occasion at
the moment because Handel's birthday is February 23 and because the
text of the oratorio is sprinkled with cosmic references.
For example, the opening recitative mentions "heaven's air, fresh
blowing, pure, and sweet." Samson has already been blinded and it is
this air that is providing him a degree of consolation. Later on some
Israelites are also trying to lift Samson's spirit as they sing: "O firstcreated beam, and Thou, great Word, Let there be light! and light was
over all; One heav'nly blaze shone round this earthly ball, To Thy dark
servant life by light afford."
One of the most gut-wrenching arias in all of music literature is sung
here by Samson. Its title is "Total Eclipse," and its text is as follows:
"Total eclipse! no sun, no moon, All dark, all dark amidst the blaze of
noon! O glorious light! no cheering ray To glad my eye with welcome
day! Total eclipse! Why thus deprived Thy prime decree? Sun, moon,
and stars are dark to me!" The tenor only sings about 24 measures, but
the music is ever so slow and effective. Handel was at his
compositional finest at this moment. In the context of the entire
oratorio the strength of "Total Eclipse" comes across powerfully, but
even an excerpted performance on YouTube would give one an idea of
this wonderful solo.
Toward the end of SAMSON, an Israelite woman sings the happiest
aria in the work. Its text is: "Let the bright Seraphim in burning row,
Their loud uplifted Angel-trumpets blow; Let the Cherubic host, in
tuneful choirs, Touch their immortal harps with golden wires.” The
multiple references to heavenly beings give this aria its cheerful feel.
As a matter of fact, this aria is deemed so festive that it was sung by
Kiri Te Kanawa, a soprano from New Zealand, in 1981 at the wedding
of Prince Charles and Lady Diana.

Dates: Sundays, February 7, 14, 21 & 28
Time: 9:30 am
Radio Frequency: FM 87.9
Everyone is welcome to join us in the Holy Cross parking lot
for worship with Holy Communion and live music in a safe
and socially distant manner. If you need to leave your vehicle,
a mask is required. Please check our website at
holycrosschurch.org/sermons for each day’s support material
and schedule updates.
We will continue to offer pre-recorded worship videos on our
website at holycrosschurch.org/sermons that offer the same
messaging as the Drive-In Worship services.

The closing chorus of SAMSON is a jubilant movement, the text of
which is "Let the celestial concerts all unite, Ever to sound His praise
in endless morn of light." Samson, even blind, has overcome his
Philistine captors as the work ends and both "Let the bright Seraphim"
and "Let the celestial concerts" celebrate this victory.
I had a friend from college who went on to get a doctorate in
astrophysics from Yale. Unlike Joel, I know practically nothing about
things heavenly. But I can look up into either the day or night sky and
witness the handiwork of God. Likewise, I can listen to music by
George Frideric Handel, and sense God's presence down here among
us as well.
This then is the power of great music: It invites us to ponder that which
is either communal or of the cosmos, beckoning us, as the Psalmist
says, to be still and know that He is God.
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2021 Theme
“Better Decisions, Fewer Regrets”
Nurturing Faith Development in our
Young People
by Steve Oelschlager

by Pastor Bob Davis

Andy Stanley has published a new book by the above title in
2020. It caught my eye and I have been previewing it.

Many of the important things I learned in my younger years
happened because of adults present in my life. Of course, my
parents and larger family were very influential, but I'm
thinking of adults outside of my family who were critical for
my development. Some of these people formally were my
teachers, but many others were not. Through repeated
interactions with these grown-ups, they passed on their ideas,
values, and wisdom to youth like me.

The premise of the book is that our decisions determine the
direction and quality of our life. Our decisions create the
story of our life. And while nobody plans to complicate their
life with bad decisions, we often don’t plan ‘not’ to. The
thought is that ‘good’ questions lead to ‘better’ decisions.

My scoutmaster was one such person. He commuted three
hours each weekday for work, and one night per week, he
would race back for our troop meeting, not even having time
to eat dinner. He regularly gave up his weekends and part of
his summer vacation to attend campouts and summer camp
with us. It was out of his generosity of time and presence that
many other boys and I learned about organizing, planning,
leadership, and plain old growing up.

Monday, March 15 at 7 pm via Zoom
holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/99105891211
The Integrity Question: Am I being honest with myself,
really?
Decision: I will not lie to myself even if the truth makes me
uncomfortable

It turns out that faith transmission happens in similar ways, not
by osmosis, not just through the example and testimonies of
our parents, but from a larger community of witnesses who
reinforce the lessons and behaviors of our faith. Research
suggests that faith is "stickiest" or enduring for young people
when an intergenerational environment of youth and adults
interact. It is essential for adults outside of the family, for
example, other parents, to model the faith we profess, to take
an interest in young people, and engage them in conversation.
I remember adults in my life who did this for me, including
parents of friends and a young family who "adopted me" into
their family during college.
For the past year, Holy Cross and some other Chicagoland
congregations at work rejuvenating their youth ministries have
participated in a learning cohort facilitated by the Fuller Youth
Institute. Fuller makes the case that effective youth ministry
and faith formation happen when those emphases are central
to a congregation's culture. That means adults of all ages need
to understand how significant they are to young people as
nurturers of emerging faith.
This year for our Lenten journey, we will have opportunities
for intergenerational worship and learning via Zoom (see
pages 2 and 3 for details). Please pray for our youth and our
youth ministry at Holy Cross, and remember how critical you
are in helping young people develop sticky faith.

The book is divided into five questions. These questions
provide us with the themes for an MP3 series in 2021.

Monday, June 21 at 6:30 pm
The Legacy Question: What story do I want to tell?
Decision: I will write a story I’m proud to tell one decision
at a time
Monday, July 26 at 6:30 pm
The Conscience Question: Is there a tension that needs my
attention?
Decision: I will explore rather than ignore my conscience
Tuesday, September 21 at 6:30 pm
The Maturity Question: What is the wise thing to do?
Decision: I will take the past, present and future in
consideration.
Tuesday, October 26 at 6:30 pm
The Relationship Question: What does love require of me?
Decision: I will decide with the interests of others in mind
Take away: These questions provide the opportunity for
clarity about what defines us and not what limits us. The
conversations generated from these questions might elevate
our lives from what is acceptable to what is wise. MP3 for
2021 will be about becoming wise with tools for the art of
living… moral imagination, social courage, pursuing love
and renewal of our life together.
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holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/92072689933
This month we will discuss The Great Influenza by John M. Barry. At the height of WWI, history’s
most lethal influenza virus erupted in an army camp in Kansas, moved east with American troops, then
exploded, killing as many as 100 million people worldwide. It killed more people in twenty-four months
than AIDS killed in twenty-four years, more in a year than the Black Death killed in a century. Our
discussion host for the evening is Melanie Houser. If you have any questions, please email Felicia Brandt
at felicia.s.brandt@gmail.com

Saturday
Men’s Group

zoom.us/j/301891517
This group is for men of faith to come together throughout the year to share their faith and thoughts
about challenging topics. All welcome. In February, we will continue looking at the Sermon on the
Mount Bible study (also offered as a class on Tuesday nights.) See below for more information and
participant book details. Questions? Contact Steve Oelschlager at steve@holycrosschurch.org

holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/98980130894?pwd=ZUNxVnlCRTNocXBsN2RRNm1nVi81Zz09
We conclude our 6-part Bible study on the “Sermon on the Mount” with the following topics:
Session Four: February 2 - The Lord’s Prayer impacting reconciliation & societal concerns
Session Five: February 9 - Our attitudes and reimagining our life in terms of Jesus’ teachings
Session Six: February 16 - The narrow path of living into “the kingdom of heaven” now
DVD support material provided by Amy-Jill Levine, the University Professor of New Testament and
Jewish Studies at Vanderbilt Divinity School and College of Arts and Sciences. A participant book can
be purchased through Amazon or other booksellers for direct delivery to you. Details are as follows:
Title: Sermon on the Mount...A Beginner's Guide to the Kingdom of Heaven
Author: Amy-Jill Levine
Publisher: Abingdon Press ISBN-13: 978-1-5018-9989-8
amazon.com/dp/B0859M58ZL
Questions? Contact Pastor Bob at pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org

Grounded
in Grace

holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/97269565972
Grounded in Grace is an opportunity for women of faith to gather together in fun, fellowship, and learning.

For our February conversation, the theme will be “Creating 2021 Vision.” Questions? Contact Terry
Berger at terryberger.08@gmail.com

holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/98149048970

Women’s
Discussion
Group

The group will meet on the first Tuesday of each month for the first six months of 2021. It will continue
to rely on the Zoom meeting platform to come together virtually. This provides a time for individuals to
check in with one another and provide support, prayer and conversation. The hope is to bring clarity as
each person composes a life of faith. For February, March and possibly April we will be using the book
“Love Is the Way” by Bishop Michael Curry. Please order your copy of the book and read the first four
chapters (pages 1-94) for February. Questions? Contact Pastor Bob at pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org
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CrossWays Preschool

Celebration! Childcare

by Sam Cooper
Director of CrossWays Preschool & Celebration! Childcare

Celebrating Love and Friendship
We are celebrating the month of Love and Friendship! Our
students will be celebrating Valentine’s Day on Thursday,
February 14, with a small class party. They will also be passing
out Valentine cards to their friends. Students will talk about what
it means to be a friend and how to be kind, as well as work on
sharing skills and team work. As a fun “friendship” project, each
classroom decorated a Valentine’s Day card for a Celebration!
Childcare friend.
With the cold weather finally here, the students have been
working on getting their winter gear on by themselves. This is an
important task as children are working on their self-help skills,
independence, and fine motor skills. Our four-year-old classroom
will continue working on skills needed for Kindergarten. Our 2year-olds and 3-year-olds have been enjoying individualized
sensory play and science experiments.

Preschool Enrollment for 2 to 5 Year Olds
Come join our CrossWays Preschool family where love and
learning meet! Our dedicated teachers create a fun, safe
environment for our students to grow and establish bonds with each
other and their educators. CrossWays Preschool uses a variety of
tools, curriculums, and resources to give our students a wide range
of learning experiences. We offer two types of preschool
programming: our Traditional preschool model and an Enrichment
class. In both programs, students enjoy fine motor fun, circle time,
and unique crafts! Students get a chance to play on the playground,
blacktop, garden, and wetlands.

What It Means to be a Good Friend
We will be celebrating Valentine’s Day this year with a classroom
party and passing out Valentine cards. Each classroom will spend
the week talking about what Valentine's Day is and what it means
to be a good friend. Students are going to have fun decorating
Valentine’s Day bags in class! To encourage friendships within
our school, our students from the Red room and Green Room
decorated cards to give to CrossWays Preschool friends. Our
CrossWays Preschool pals also decorated cards and gave them to
our Red room and Green room students.
Our Celebration! Childcare students have been enjoying outdoor
time. With the little snow we have received, they are missing out
on winter activities, but have been having fun with the extended
time able to use bikes and buggies. Our classrooms have been
focusing on social/emotional development. Students are working
on sharing and using expressive and receptive language skills.
The school age remote learning program has been very
successful. Some school districts have begun implementing half
day/hybrid learning for the district. We have been able to
accommodate these families by being available for their
asynchronous learning when they are not in school. The students
have adjusted well to being on their tablets and using virtual
learning tools for their educational needs.
Celebration! Childcare is hiring teachers and assistant teachers. If
you or someone you know is interested in more information,
please contact Samantha Cooper at sam@holycrosschurch.org or
(847) 367-6208.

Open enrollment is ongoing for the current school year and open
registration for 2021/22 starts on February 1. For more info and a
virtual tour, visit cpreschool.org

brightwheel is an online child care management system designed
to make life easier for both families and staff. It offers a variety
of features including online billing and management, real-time
updates on a child's day, simplified check in/check out process,
learning and milestone logs, enrollment and attendance reports,
better communication between the teachers and parents, as well
as staff reports and time cards.
We will begin using brightwheel on February 1. Existing families,
you will be receiving information and instructions from the
director or staff in order to create your account on brightwheel.
brightwheel will modernize how we enroll, communicate, bill,
and engage with our families. It is going to be a very positive
change for CrossWays Preschool and Celebration! Childcare.
View PDF flyer at bit.ly/chipotle2921

crossways@holycrosschurch.org
(847) 367-4367
cpreschool.org

CrossWays
Preschool

Celebration!
Childcare

celebration@holycrosschurch.org
(847) 367-6208
cchildcare.org
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Ages 3 - 5th Grade
All welcome to participate

Join us on Sunday mornings at 9:30am via Zoom as we
continue to Celebrate the Wonder of God’s love as revealed
in Jesus’ life teaching moments. In February we will begin to
make the move from the season of Epiphany to Lent.
Each week we are growing with more and more participants!
Carrie and Jamey Mack bless us with a musical gathering
followed by an instructional video prepared by Pastor Sally
and Dale Tippett, Jr. Our time together concludes with
conversation, interactions and activities with Mrs. Mack and
our youth and adult helpers. We would love for you to join us
Sundays at 8:30am when Sunday School is scheduled. Each
session runs approximately 30 minutes. Questions? Contact
Pastor Bob at pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org

Upcoming Sunday School Sessions via Zoom:
February 7 - No Sunday School
February 14 - Lord’s Prayer
February 21 - Jesus Calms the Storm
February 28 - Mary & Martha
holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/99278276804

If you miss a virtual session, the lesson video portion will be
available to view for a week on the Holy Cross Sunday School
Google Classroom. If you haven’t joined the classroom yet, you
can do so at the following link:
bit.ly/sundayschoolGC
Classroom code: ksnvyua

CONFIRMATION
6th - 8th Grade Confirmation
In January Pastor Bob presented material on the difference
between religious symbols, religious relics, religious icons and
Holy Cross’ mosaic. Small group discussion during January
peeled back the layers of the role of visual symbols in the
Christian tradition and contemporary examples of logos/
branding and their messaging.
Beginning in February the Confirmation students will be using
the mid-week Lenten theme material “Traveling the Way of
Love: Practices for a Jesus centered life.” We will explore the
seven spiritual practices during the months of February, March
& April as we finish off the year. The material will include
worship moments with scripture, prayer, music and video stories
that flesh out these seven spiritual practices. The hope is that as
the confirmation students, several of our relational groups and
the general congregation puts some efforts into these practices
that there will be opportunity for conversation within the
confirmation families that would include the whole family. For
more details about these seven practices please see page 3 of the
newsletter.

February Confirmation Electives:
Please RSVP for these electives at least one week in advance. Log
in to your account on CCB to RSVP.
Tuesday, February 9 from 7 - 8 pm: Crochet & Prayer Shawl
Tuesday, February 23 from 7 - 8 pm: Battles of the Bible
Tuesday, February 23 from 7 - 8 pm: Building Your Faith
with Legos
Update: Since the January confirmation retreat was canceled,
three of the 10 available large-group sessions were scheduled as
part of the retreat. If you were planning to use these toward the
yearly confirmation expectation of seven large-group sessions,
here are several options to replace them:
•
•
•

Class Schedule:

•

Large Group:
Sunday, February 14 at 6:30 pm - Themes: Bless & Rest
Sunday, March 7 at 6:30 pm - Themes: Worship & Turn
Sunday, April 11 at 6:30 pm - Themes: Pray, Go & Learn

•

Small Group:
Sunday, February 21 at 6:30 pm
Sunday, March 14 at 6:30 pm
Sunday, April 18 at 6:30 pm
holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/94379688512
All confirmation large and small group gatherings will remain
virtual until further notice. Please contact Pastor Bob with any
questions at pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org

Attend and complete a reflection for an additional scheduled
elective.
Plan and complete a self-directed elective.
Attend and complete a reflection for an Easter season worship
service (Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday).
Attend and complete a reflection for a mid-week Lenten
session related to the Love is the Way series mentioned above
(watch the newsletter and confirmation updates for details).
Participate in and reflect on a conversation with a friend or
family member about one of the spiritual practices from
the Love is the Way series.
Confirmation DVD Lending Library
The following common elective DVDs are available :
Different Drummers
Facing The Giants
Luther (2003) movie
Soul Surfer
Contact the church office to make arrangements for pick up.
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Crossroads High School Youth Group
for 9 - 12 Grade Youth

The Crossroads Purpose & Vision
Our Purpose:
To develop and sustain a vibrant and connected high school youth group by creating a safe
space for spiritual growth, and real conversations to help the youth learn more about themselves,
each other, and God’s Love.
Our Mission:
To build a foundation for life-long faith formation that is grounded in God the Trinity,
connected to peers, supported by parents, and nurtured by congregational members.

Connecting & Thriving!
The Crossroads Youth Group both respects the COVID-19 restrictions and still finds ways to connect by having regular Zoom
meetings for the youth, as well as in-person activities as able that always include the parents. Recently we did super fun and socially
distant surprise Christmas gift bags, and got creative with fantastic Play-Doh creations over Zoom!

FYI: Living a Better Story
Holy Cross was chosen to participate with 13 other churches in the wider Chicagoland area in the Fuller Youth Institute two-year
co-hort called “Living a Better Story!” The FYI is a great organization, research trailblazer, and thought leader related to all things
youth and family ministry. The Holy Cross team consists of 5 adults and 2 youth who meet with the other churches to share best
practices and apply new methodologies. We are excited to introduce some new ministry opportunities in 2021!
Hi, I’m Sarah Grayer. I'm the Director of High
School Youth & Family Ministry. When I was
a teenager my youth group was huge in
helping me develop my faith. Because of that,
I am now passionate about developing great
ministry opportunities with high school youth
and their parents. In addition to serving on the
church ministry staff in this part-time role, I also work fulltime with a wealth management & financial planning group
and enjoy married
life withMeeting
my wonderful
husband Justin. In
Crossroads
Schedule:
my spare time I do a bunch of yoga, reading, and have lots of
outdoor fun time with our Australian Shepherd Chloe.
Connect with me any time about your ideas or questions at
sarahgrayer@holycrosschurch.org

What’s going on next?
In February we’ll be getting together for more Crossroads Youth
Nights! Please visit holycrosschurch.org/crossroads or contact
Sarah Grayer directly for information on upcoming events.

The Parent Connection
The Parent Connection is designed for parents of 9 – 12 grade
youth. The Parent Connection meets during the monthly
Crossroads High School Youth Group events and includes:
- Building relationships with other Holy Cross parents
- Discussing best and “not so best” practices related to our
teenagers
- Sharing insights from topics based small group conversations
For more visit holycrosschurch.org/parentconnection

What’s going on next?
Parent Connection is held every second Tuesday at 7 pm
Zoom Link: holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/94739927926?
pwd=V3B0T1FSQXhXdm11bzVJeVNzU0xoZz09

Meeting ID: 947 3992 7926
Passcode: 739431
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“

I Love to Tell
the Story …”
by Judy Frank-Gonwa

If you go to the websites of our two Early Childhood Ministry
(ECM) programs, you will see our motto:
WHERE LOVE AND LEARNING MEET
These words beautifully describe what happens every day at
CrossWays Preschool and Celebration! Childcare! Both
LOVE and LEARNING are essential in the positive
development of young children and this combination creates a
powerful environment in which our students can flourish.
Creating opportunities for the children to learn in a safe,
loving environment is a daily occurrence within our programs.
Ongoing modeling from adults as well as the reinforcement of
acts of kindness and collaborative behavior among the
children reinforce the message in our motto.
We see it every day—children feeling safe and valued in their
classrooms, eager to learn, and being comfortable with their
teacher and classmates. We see children developing empathy
toward their friends in a way that tells us that our students are
valuing each other. A beautiful example of this was recently
seen at CrossWays Preschool.
In one of the classes, there is a young boy who is always
willing to help others and often shows his sensitive and loving
side. On this particular day, there was a little friend who was
having a hard time. Throughout the day, the young boy would
bring toys to his friend and invite the friend to play with him.
His teacher was very touched by how determined he was in
reaching out in a loving and helpful way, hoping his friend
would have a better day.
Developing empathy for others is a skill that begins at an
early age. Children model this behavior from adults around
them. And they are taught about the importance of being kind
to others. Parents and teachers play a huge role in nurturing
this skill or trait in their children. In our ECM classrooms,
there are numerous opportunities for all of our teachers to use
that “teachable moment” to help children see the value in
caring for others. There are many examples of this and I will
share just one as it mirrors our entire staff.
A teacher at Celebration! Childcare, Ms. Erica, has a patient,
kind heart and is always looking on the bright side of things.
She finds ways to show each and every one of her students
that she cares about them by making individual time and
interacting with them. Ms. Erica models a caring approach
through her teaching and responds to her students’ emotional
development as well. How wonderful that these attributes
shown by Ms. Erica are also seen in the other teachers in our
ECM programs! Our staff truly understands how dynamic the
combination of LOVE and LEARNING can be and uses this
energy with the students on a daily basis.
Happy Valentine’s Day. Let’s all share some love!
CrossWays Preschool
cpreschool.org

Celebration! Childcare
cchildcare.org

Mission Endowment Scholarship Fund
- Applications Due April 30 Through the Holy Cross Mission Endowment Fund, Holy Cross
provides scholarships to assist and encourage post high school
education for its members. These scholarships may be used at an
accredited college, university or vocational technical school.
Requirements are that you be an active member of Holy Cross
and that you submit an application form including a thoughtful
faith statement.
Applications are available online at

HolyCrossChurch.org/resources
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Busy as a Beaver
by Marge Stueckemann

Beavers were a very important part of the Native American
people who called Lake County home in the 1800's. Their fur
was highly prized for many purposes—clothing, bags to store
things, and a medium of exchange with the French fur traders
who were this far south at that time.
But in modern times, extreme pollution of our waterways,
especially, made them almost extinct. The idea that a beaver
would be living in the Des Plaines River in the 1960's would
have been unbelievable! Things have changed, though.
The Clean Water Act of the 1970's made their habitat much
more welcoming, and they started to return to areas such as
ours and the Des Plaines River. I remember walking along the
river in the 1970's and seeing beaver chips and evidence of
chewing on a tree! It was exciting for sure!.
If you enter Independence Grove Forest Preserve and go west
then north on that main road, over to the east in the lake you
will see a beaver lodge. Many years ago I was sitting in the
car looking out over the lake and a beaver swam by, only
seeing the head, ears, and tail—I assumed he/she
was headed for that lodge! It has been there a long time.
Beavers are experts at hunkering down in winter, heading
inside their lodges which are stocked with all manner of tasty
twigs, especially willow. The Forest Preserve seeking to
protect some trees from those beaver incisors, puts metal
around the tree trunks to prevent gnawing. Breeding
starts now and the baby beavers (kits) will appear in a few
months. They stay with their families for some time before
mom and pop encourage them to find new homes. Their
engineering and dam building, if done in the right places, can
really be a help keeping water systems balanced. The dams
help cushion water fluctuations.
With more time at home due to COVID, maybe take a ride to
a forest preserve and try to spot these rodent engineers.

As you may imagine, the number of
individuals and families who need
assistance during these difficult times
is increasing. COOL Food Pantry has changed
its operating procedures. COOL patrons come by appointment
only to pick up already packaged food. The number of patrons
has grown, and our monetary help is needed more than ever.
To continue to help, you may donate online on our website at
donate.holycrosschurch.org

PADS is continuing to help house individuals at local hotels
with safe housing options during the pandemic. Because of
this, we are continuing to support their new model by using
monetary donations for PADS to purchase needed items. If you
would like to help, please donate online on our website at
donate.holycrosschurch.org

COVID-19 Grief Support
Willow House provides grief support services to
children, families, schools and communities
coping with the death of a loved one. We
understand that for those grieving during
COVID-19, a sense of isolation and uncertainty
can compound the already challenging feelings of grief.
Willow House offers free virtual support groups for all
ages, grief consultation, education and resources. A
dedicated email, griefsupport@willowhouse.org is
available for families to contact them during this time for
extra support. Additionally, their team is available by
phone at (847) 236-9300 during our normal office hours, 9
am - 4 pm. For more information on available services
amid COVID-19, see their website at
willowhouse.org/covid-19
A COVID-19 vaccine is coming soon and to facilitate
distribution, the Lake County Health Department has set up
the ALLVAX portal to register for the vaccine.
Information about registration, distribution, and
appointments can be found at
allvax.lakecohealth.org

Scout Sunday
February 7 during 9:30 am Drive-In Worship
Holy Cross is the charter organization for Troop #194, and we are
pleased to celebrate Scout Sunday with the troop. The Boy Scouts of
America designates the Sunday that falls around February 8
(Scouting Anniversary Day) as Scout Sunday, which is the primary
date to recognize the contributions of young people and adults to
Scouting. All varieties of scouts (Girl Scouts, etc.) are invited to
wear their uniforms and receive a special blessing that morning.

Amazon Smile Update
Since joining the Amazon Smile program in 2016, Holy Cross’
youth ministry have received over $640 in donations!
Setting up automatic donations is easy. Visit smile.Amazon.com
or use the Amazon app before you shop, select Holy Cross
Lutheran Church as your charitable organization and 0.5% of
your purchase amount will be donated.
Thank you for your continued support!
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Ash Wednesday Worship
Theme: Love is the Way

Wednesday, February 17

Drive-In Worship at 7 pm
with optional drive-through imposition of ashes
Worship video and liturgy at
HolyCrossChurch.org/lent

the Way of

Ashes to Go

Midweek Lenten Worship

Prepackaged ashes available for pickup
during Drive-In Worship on
Sunday, February 14 at 9:30 am

Wednesday, February 24

Drive-through imposition of ashes and/or
prepackaged ashes available for pickup on
Wednesday, February 17 from 6:30 am to 9 am

7 pm via Zoom

Wednesday, March 3

Full details on pages 2 - 3

Wednesday, March 10
Wednesday, March 17

Be Mine and Dine

Wednesday, March 24

Support CrossWays Preschool and
Celebration! Childcare on Tuesday, February 9
from 4 - 8 pm at Chipotle in Lake Bluff.

Maundy Thursday, April 1
Good Friday, April 2
See pages 1 - 3

Flyer on page 7

