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The Unexpected Gifts of Advent 
by Pastor Chris Neptun 

 

What do you think of when asked, “What is Advent?” Many may answer “It’s the countdown to Christmas” 
or “It’s the Christmas season.” The bulk of Advent falls within the month of December and of course the 
first day of Christmas is December 25. If you were to go to the store to buy an Advent calendar, it would 
likely begin on December 1 and the largest door would be the 25th. Commerce conditions us to pay 
attention to the urgency of the number of remaining shopping days for us to buy the gifts we give and 
receive.  

This is not to throw cold water on the warmth of the holiday season. There are gifts to be found in it. 
However, are there other unexpected gifts to be received in Advent? Maybe you experience this as well, but 
I struggle when it comes to thinking of and giving meaningful gifts to others. I want them to love it. I want 
it to be useful and meaningful. I want the gifts I give to be lasting for them. 

There are several themes that various traditions have paid attention to over the years. Advent like Lent was 
a time of preparation in the early church for those wishing to be baptized. It is our tradition at Holy Cross to 
light a candle on the Advent wreath each Sunday and then the center candle in the season of Christmas. 
Each candle can represent a theme. For example, there is a tradition that where the first candle represents 
the prophets, second Bethlehem, third the shepherds, and finally the angel. Some wreaths have a pink 
candle (the Gaudete) that is lit on the third Sunday. Whatever your tradition, order, or understanding is, I 
hope you receive the gifts it represents. 

Each candle can also represent hope, peace, joy, and love. The Gospel texts for each week may not 
obviously reflect each theme on the surface. The gifts may lie unexpectedly under the surface. This 
liturgical year we focus on the gospel of Matthew. On the first Sunday of Advent (hope) Jesus shares an 
apocalyptic scene of things to come which doesn’t seem hopeful at all. Perhaps hope cannot be understood 
unless it is born from what seems hopeless to us. On the second Sunday (peace), we hear about John the 
Baptist preaching repentance using imagery of an axe lying at the foot of a tree, winnowing forks and 
unquenchable fire. This hardly seems peaceful. Maybe the peace of Christ is understood when we are 
separated from our own efforts to establish what we feel is peace. The next week (joy) has John the Baptist 
in prison sending his disciples to ask Jesus if he is the Messiah. There’s nothing joyful about prison, but 
perhaps the message Jesus sends back to John unexpectedly fills him with the joy of the Kingdom at work. 
The last Sunday (love) focuses on Joseph’s engagement to Mary and how he wanted to quietly break things 
off because she was found to be with child. Again, the end to an engagement isn’t exactly the love story we 
would expect. Yet, this beginning leads to the unexpected love that God sends into the world. 

What I hope for you this Advent is that you experience the unexpected hope, peace, joy, and love that can 
get easily swallowed up by busyness this time of year. I pray that you find yourself well rested, healthy, 
hopeful, peaceful, joyful, and surrounded by love as we move through the season of Advent and Christmas. 

 

Peace is with you, 

http://HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons
http://HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons
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First Sunday of Advent  
November 27  

8 & 10 am - Sanctuary & Livestream  
 

Blue Christmas 
Saturday, December 3  
5:30 pm - Sanctuary 

A reflective service to ease lament and provide hope.  
 

Second Sunday of Advent  
December 4  

8 & 10 am - Sanctuary & Livestream  
 

Third Sunday of Advent  
December 11  

8 & 10 am - Sanctuary  
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent  
December 18  

8 & 10 am - Sanctuary & Livestream  
  

Christmas Eve 
Saturday, December 24  

4*, 8 & 10 pm - Sanctuary   
with Candle Lighting & Holy Communion  

*Livestream & Children’s Message at 4 pm 
 

Christmas Day 
Sunday, December 25  

10 am - Sanctuary & Livestream  
 

First Sunday in Christmas  
January 1 

10 am - Sanctuary & Livestream  
 

Livestream Worship 
View online at HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons 

Recording available following livestream 

Annual  
Congregational Meeting 

 

Sunday, January 29, 2023 
 
 

 
Meeting details will be communicated  

closer to the meeting date. All confirmed members       
of Holy Cross are encouraged to participate.  

 

Attention all ministry members: 
Kindly submit your reports for the 2022 Annual  

Report to office@holycrosschurch.org  
by Monday, January 2.  

 A worship service of lament and hope, anticipation and longing, restoration 
and renewal. The service is structured around three distinct movements of 
“hearing us,” “healing us” and “sending us.” We provide space for personal 
and communal reflection. The worship experience provides generous amounts 
of silence that are woven throughout.  
 

There are years when we hurt at Christmas time and may not be able to 
navigate through the festivities as others seem to do with joy. It is at such 
times we need to be mindful and attentive to our feelings and concerns. We 
need to know that we are not alone in moments like these.  
 

We hope you consider joining us or inviting others in the community who may 
accompany you as you support them. This is a time of year when we long for 
peace. Let us journey together with meditation, prayer, music, and acts of 
restoration that help us entertain a renewed message of hope. All welcome.  

Saturday, December 3 at 5:30 pm 

mailto:office@holycrosschurch.org
http://holycrosschurch.org
http://HolyCrossChurch.org/newsletters
mailto:janet@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Newsletter
mailto:office@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Annual%20Report
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Variant... 
by Pastor Bob Davis 

 

This is a term that has taken on a whole new meaning because of the past 30 months. I am referring  
to how it is used in these days of the post-pandemic. According to various medical sources we have 
moved into a new stage of Covid called ‘endemic’. The term ‘variant’ means: a form or version of 
something that differs in some respect from other forms of the same thing or from a standard. 
 

Could we use this term to describe the Christian tradition? There are definitely variants when it  
comes to Christian denominations. There are those Christian traditions that have their origin in the 
protestant reformation movement. There are others that would claim their origins in Orthodox, 
Anglican, Roman Catholic and Evangelical practices and theologies. Although I was born and raised 
a Lutheran, I choose to practice my faith as a Lutheran because I have come to believe and treasure 
the unique Lutheran insight into the Gospel of Jesus Christ. In other words, I am not simply a 
Christian who happens to be Lutheran, but someone who is convinced that the Lutheran tradition of 
being Christian is the most authentic option available for me. This conviction is crucial to how I 
understand my vocation as a pastor in Christ’s church. 
 

Central to the Lutheran perspective is faith. But what we mean by this is not the abstract faith that has been stripped of any meaning in 
our culture, as exemplified by the phrase “you gotta have faith” (faith in what?), or the generic religious faith that simply assents to 
God’s existence. The faith that is central to a Lutheran perspective is a specific faith and trust in specific promises of God for Jesus’ 
sake—forgiveness of sin, freedom from the power of sin and death, and, the new and genuine life in Christ through Holy Baptism 
which is not only about new life after we die, but also life here and now on “this side of the sod”. The essence of this Baptismal 
promise is that all of this is ours purely because of the grace and mercy of God, and not through any work or deserving or attitude of 
our own. We forget how radical Lutherans are when we boldly claim that even the faith that grasps these saving promises is a gift of 
God through the Holy Spirit (see Luther’s explanation to the third article of the Apostles’ Creed). 
 

I know we are working very hard these days to put the whole Covid thing in the rearview mirror. Some have commented to me that 
they want to move on and forget all about it. I am not one of those individuals. I believe we make a grave mistake when we try to 
sanitize our experiences and the context of where we come from. I think we distort our humanity when we assume that all there is to 
faith is the easy acceptance of some variant of God's plan. When we hold ourselves at arm’s length from the struggle of being a person 
of faith, we run the risk of sanitizing our faith. I believe there is a place for a variant perspective “that differs in some respect from 
other forms of the same thing or from a standard.”  
 

In this Advent and Christmas season, there are different individuals to think about. In choosing Joseph to be Jesus’s earthly father, God 
led a “righteous” man with an impeccable reputation straight into doubt, shame, scandal, and controversy. God's call required Joseph to 
reorder everything he thought he knew about fairness, justice, goodness, and purity. It required him to become the talk of the town—
and not in a good way. It required him to embrace a mess he had not created. To love a woman whose story he didn’t understand, to 
protect a baby he didn’t father, to accept an heir who was not his son. In other words, God’s messy plan of salvation required Joseph—
a quiet, cautious, status quo kind of guy—to choose precisely what he feared and dreaded most. A faith variant experience that was 
complicated, had moments filled with suspicions, and always the presence of the inexplicable. So much for living a well-ordered 
life. Then again, Joseph’s story gives us hope. I can relate to a person who struggles, to a person whose “yes” is cautious, ambivalent, 
and scared. I’m grateful that Joseph’s choice was a hard one. I’m glad he struggled, because I struggle, too. And, maybe that is the 
point of a variant after all.  
 

Peace!      

 
 

At every child’s baptism, we promise to place the Holy Scriptures 
into their hands. On Sunday, November 13, Holy Cross presented 
Bibles to 3rd grade students. The students and their parents/
guardians attended a Bible Basics program in advance of the 
presentations to become better acquainted with their Bibles. If your 
child was unable to attend and did not yet receive a Bible from Holy 
Cross, please contact the church office to make arrangements to 
receive one at (847) 367-4060 or office@holycrosschurch.org 

Are you interested in becoming a member of Holy Cross? To 
learn more about membership, please contact the church office 
at office@holycrosschurch.org or (847) 367-4060.  
 
 

Individuals and families who are interested in joining Holy 
Cross are invited to our next New Member Breakfast and 
Reception.  

Saturday, December 10 at 9 am 
RSVP to the church office by Monday, December 5  
 

Sunday, December 11 during 10 am Worship  

 

Elsie Jante 
November 2, 2022 

 

Roger Evans 
November 10, 2022 

Henry Pirwitz 
November 11, 2022 

 

Marvin Raymond 
November 19, 2022 

mailto:office@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Membership
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HolyCrossChurch.org/atc Concert Series  

Christmas Party Hop 
Holy Cross Praise Band 

 

Date: Saturday, December 10  
Time: 7 - 10 pm 
Location: Fellowship area 
Free admission 

Did God Make Santa? 

by Deaconess Katie Freund 
 

This month we have an extra special question that one of our 
kids here at Holy Cross asked…  
 
“Deaconess Katie, did God make Santa?” 
 
Oh. My. Goodness. What a great question! We like to talk 
about how God made everything and everyone, so yeah, that 
means God made Santa too.  
 
A long, long, long time ago the person we like to call Saint 
Nicholas was born. And it really was a long time ago, think 
around the 300’s CE in the land we now call Turkey. If you 
want to learn more about it, google “the history of Santa” and 
see how much information is out there! 
 
What made Nicholas so special was his generosity and 
kindness. He inherited a lot of money and gave it all away, 
spending his whole life helping people. Today, the catholic 
church remembers him as being the patron saint for children. 
That makes sense, doesn’t it?  
 
God made each and every one of us, and I like to think God 
made “Santa” or Saint Nicholas to teach us about generosity.  
 
Has your family talked about what it means to be generous 
lately? Here are a few questions that can help you 
brainstorm:  
 
What is a special gift you are excited to give this year?  
  
How do you think it will make the other person feel?  
 
If you could give any gift in the world, what would it be? 
 
What has God given you?  

Paul Vander Weele is a graduate of the Eastman School of Music 
in Rochester, NY and earned a graduate degree in Organ 
Performance at Northwestern University. He has served as 
organist and accompanist for Northminster Presbyterian Church, 

Evanston, IL for 29 years and celebrated his 50th anniversary as 
organist at North Shore Congregational Israel, Glencoe on 
November 1, 2022. He has given many organ concerts at both 
venues and throughout the Midwest.The January program will 
include compositions for organ from the 17th century to the 21st. 

The members of Chicagoland Voices are excited and grateful to 
have the opportunity to perform for a third time at Holy Cross. 
This year's winter concert contains a wide variety of choral music 
sure to appeal to all ages.  
 

Chicagoland Voices was founded in 2011 by friends who have 
spent their lives teaching others to perform but rarely get the 
chance to sing for themselves. It is an auditioned choir based in 
Cary, Illinois directed by Jason Krigas, which includes Holy 
Cross members Mike and Carol Dikelsky. They have performed 
with every major ensemble in Chicago from the Chicago 
Symphony Chorus to the Lyric Opera Chorus, and many others. 

We'll be rockin' around the Christmas tree with an evening of 
dancing and refreshments with Holy Cross' very own praise band 
featuring classic holiday favorites for all ages. This will be fun for 
everyone, with punch, eggnog, wassail, hot chocolate, and music 

that will keep you singing along. So kick off your shoes and 
celebrate the season with upbeat music, some slow dances, and 
maybe a little mistletoe!  

Paul Vander Weele  
Organ Recital 

 

Date: Sunday, January 22, 2023  
Time: 3:30 pm 
Location: Sanctuary 
Free admission 

Chicagoland Voices  
Winter Concert 

 

Date: Saturday, February 4, 2023  
Time: 7:30 pm 
Location: Sanctuary 
Free admission 

HolyCrossChurch.org/atc 

http://HolyCrossChurch.org/atc
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The 14th annual Holy Cross Cookie Walk is just around the 
corner. We are excited to once again to present our annual Cookie 
Walk. Mark your calendars to join us. We need your help by 
baking so we can support three important organizations 
supporting the Two Strike Community at the Rosebud Sioux 
(which means friend or ally). So bakers…pull out your family 
favorite cookie and/or candy recipe(s) and donate 3 dozen or 
more of your traditional, scrumptious treats to Cookie Walk.  
Sign up online at bit.ly/bakecookies22 Please drop off your 
wrapped treats to the Gathering Space on Friday, December 2 
between 11 am and 8 pm.  
 

Start your holiday shopping at the Cookie Walk as there will be 
dozens of homemade cookies, bars, cakes and breads from which 
to choose. They make fabulous gifts for pastors, teachers, family 
and even yourself. There will be gift basket raffles as well as the 
charming Christmas Gingerbread House donated by Kris 
DeGregor. The Cookie Walk is a wonderful way for you and 
your family to kick off the holiday season, but more importantly, 
your generous donations immensely benefit those at the Two 
Strike Indian Reservation.   
 

The proceeds from the Cookie Walk support three Two Strike 
organizations, which work collaboratively together for 
individuals in need. They include: 
 

      The Tree of Life: Linda Garriott and her group of volunteers     
      prepare 300+ meals per day to those in need. Due to large  
      number of meals, they have requested we provide the  
      organization with disposable food containers to serve their  
      meals.   
 

      Rosebud Elementary School’s Panther’s Clothes Closet:  
      Each child receives winter coats, boots and necessary winter   
      items to keep them warm. Also, additional items are provided   
      such as school supplies, shoes, clothing, sports equipment and   
      meals, if necessary so that students may be successful and   
      healthy learners. 
 

      The Boys and Girls Club of Rosebud mission is to enable  
      all young people to reach their full potential and explore new   
      opportunities. They provide after-school care, tutoring, meals,   
      field trips, athletics and more.  
  
Please contact Therese Delli Paoli at (847) 921-4223 or by email 
at dpchitown@yahoo.com with any questions. For more details, 
visit HolyCrossChurch.org/community 

Peace and blessings,  
 

The Cookie Walk Team 
Karla Boucek, Therese Delli Paoli, Sue Dittman, 

Melanie Houser, Gail Kelly, Carole Kenney,       
Amanda Komaschka, Joyce Kveton,  

Patty Moyer & Joyce Twardock 

Cookie Walk 
Date: Saturday, December 3 

Time: 8:30 - 11 am 

$10 per pound 

Christmas Giving & Generosity  

For Christmas, the Holy Cross congregation will  

again be reaching out to families and individuals  

in need in our community through our annual  

Giving Tree program. Gift items benefit families  

in the COOL Transitional Housing program in  

Waukegan. This year the Giving Tree is back                                        

in the gathering space. Gift tags feature                                       

specific gift requests and/or sizes. Please                                          

return individually wrapped gifts with tags                                         

attached to the outside of each package.  

Deadline to return gift donations: Sunday, December 11. 

 
Holiday Meal Boxes  
 

COOL Ministries is preparing to 

provide food assistance for the 

Christmas holidays to thousands of people in  Lake County. A 

$20 donation will provide a turkey meal and fixings for a family 

of six. Donations toward a meal box may be made by check, 

made out to Holy Cross Lutheran Church with “Holiday Meal 

Boxes” in the memo line or visit donate.holycrosschurch.org to 

donate online. Please donate by Sunday, December 11.  

  
Christmas “Compassion Closet”  
 

When people are brought in to the 

hospital by ambulance in emergencies, it 

is often necessary to cut off their clothes 

to enable faster treatment. The 

“Compassion Closet” at Advocate Condell 

Medical Center in Libertyville provides 

sweatshirts and sweatpants to patients who do not have 

clothes to wear when  they leave Condell to go home or on to 

their next level of treatment. During this holiday season, Holy 

Cross will be collecting new, any color sweatshirts and 

sweatpants in sizes Medium to 3XL. Please drop off 

unwrapped sweatshirts and sweatpants in the gathering 

space by Sunday, December 11. If you would prefer to donate 

online to support this effort, please use 

donate.holycrosschurch.org 

View more information about Christmas Giving and               
Generosity or give online at: 

HolyCrossChurch.org/community 

The Giving Tree 

http://bit.ly/bakecookies22
mailto:dpchitown@yahoo.com?subject=Cookie%20Walk
http://HolyCrossChurch.org/community
http://donate.holycrosschurch.org
http://donate.holycrosschurch.org
http://HolyCrossChurch.org/community
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Year End Gift  
Options to Consider 

 

As we approach the end of the year, it’s common for there to be 
questions about giving before the year ends. Whatever your 
situation is (traveling, limited services at Holy Cross, unclear 
financial picture), Holy Cross is happy to work with you to help 
you achieve your giving goals. Below are some options and 
timelines available to you: 
 

• Give at one of the remaining worship services.  

• Mail your check to Holy Cross, postmarked by Saturday, 
December 31.  

• Contribute online at donate.holycrosschurch.org 

• Use your bank’s bill pay system by Friday, December 30.  

• If giving stock or funds managed by a broker, ask for a 
transfer to be completed by Friday, December 30. Contact 
Tom Miller for instructions FinSec@holycrosschurch.org 

• Bring your gift to the church office by Friday,  
December 30. Due to the holiday schedule, if you choose to 
bring your gift to the church office, please call first to 
confirm that someone is here, or drop your gift into the 
locked portion of the brown mailbox next to the Liturgical 
Loft.  

 

We thank you for your continued support of God’s ministries 
through Holy Cross. We would not be able to do what we do 
without people like you who generously give to our 
congregation. 
 

Multiply Your Impact Through  
Holy Cross and Minimize Taxes Too 

 

If you are 70 1/2 years old or older, you have even more options 
to make a difference through Holy Cross while minimizing 
your taxes. You can give up to $100,000 from your IRA 
directly to a qualified organization like Holy Cross without 
having to pay income taxes on the money. This law no longer 
has an expiration date, so you are free to make annual gifts, this 
year, and well into the future.  
 

Why consider this gift? 

• Together through Holy Cross, we make significant 
ministries happen that benefit all ages, inside the 
congregation, inside Lake County, and around the world.  

• You pay no income taxes on the gift. The transfer generates   
neither taxable income nor a tax deduction, so you benefit 
even  if you do not itemize your deductions.  

• If you have not yet taken your required minimum 
distribution for the year, your IRA charitable rollover gift 
can satisfy all or part of that requirement.  

 

Please contact Tom Miller (Financial Secretary) to arrange your 
giving at this busy time of the year, or if you have any 
questions. Email to FinSec@holycrosschurch.org or phone    
(224) 381-0116. 

Raising A Grateful Child 
by Steve Oelschlager 

 

Excerpt by Rich Melheim from 2015 Giving Magazine 
 

Queen Elizabeth II was once asked how she learned to be queen. 
She is reported to have answered, “I learned the same way monkeys 
do. I watched my mother.” 
 

Children are little spies. From day one, they’re watching everything 
you do, say, love, ignore, pursue. Even when toddlers appear to be 
completely distracted and not paying attention, they are still soaking 
in your example. (Just try and swear in front of a toddler, and tell 
me they’re not watching!) Even when a teen appears to be ignoring 
you, they’re constantly watching what you do. Your child is going 
to turn out more like you than you’d ever want them to be. On the 
day when they walk from your grave, a mystical thing will happen. 
Part of you will walk from your own grave in them. I have 
continually told my children, “On that day, I hope you take the best 
of me and bury the rest of me.” 
 

How can I insure that? I need to be constantly aware of what I’m 
modeling to them. If I want to raise a grateful and gracious child 
into a caring and sharing adult, I need to model it with everything I 
do, not just with everything I say. 
 

How Do You Become a Giver? 
 

When I was in college, I was fortunate enough to meet Pulitzer 
Prize-winning author Truman Capote. The strange and brilliant little 
man had been booked to speak at our writer’s conference just before 
he won his award for In Cold Blood. The students in the journalism 
department who were roped into helping with the conference were 
more than happy to learn we were invited to the college president’s 
mansion following the conference to meet the keynoters. I spotted 
Capote alone in the den near a baby grand piano and cornered him 
with a question: “Mr. Capote, how do you become a writer?” 
 

I’ll never forget his answer. “You write.” 
 

I had to run out and get a pen and write that one down. That was 
forty years ago, but Capote’s quick quip has shaped my life, my 
philosophy, and my advice to children, teens, and parents ever 
since. 
 

How do you become a dancer? You dance. How do you become a 
singer? You sing. You want to become a painter? You paint. The 
words amateur and amore come from the same root, meaning 
“love.” 
 

How do you become a giver? You give. How do you grow a 
grateful child? How do you shape an identity of faith, stewardship, 
and gratitude? 
 

Practice, practice, practice. Model, model, model. Live it, live it, 
live it. 
 

Find a way to start today. You will reap what you sow. You will see 
what you seed. 
 

Guaranteed. 

http://donate.holycrosschurch.org
mailto:FinSec@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Giving
mailto:FinSec@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Giving
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Visual Faith Process 
 

   When: Sundays between worship services at 9:10 to 9:45 am  
                 See full schedule below 
     Who: Adults and young adults post confirmation  
  Where: Conference room 208 in the CrossWays Preschool education wing 
 
 

What you should know… 
This is a conversational model led by Pastor Chris and Pastor 
Bob for any post confirmation people of faith. We know there is 
creativity in uncovering the power of images for the formation of 
faith. We will be using content that provides access and insights 
for people who want to follow Jesus today. As practitioners of 
the Christian faith, we believe this is an opportunity to disciple 
one another towards a vibrant faith. 
 
Choices… 
Did you know that looking at pictures, images, and photographs 
connects with the emotional center of your brain? That is where 
we actually “see.” So, processing pictures helps people make 
immediate internal and emotional connections to their own                 
experiences. We don’t bring the same life experiences to                       
formation and discipleship. We will provide material that will 
allow each person the opportunity to explore a variety of                  
overarching themes, targeted topics, visual image choices, and 
thoughtful questions. 
 
Topics and Texts… 
Visual Faith Process uses Scripture as the basis for topic-
explorations that generate natural, vigorous conversations about 
what it means to follow Jesus today. 
 
Scope and sequence of themes 
No advance preparation is required. Take home resources will be 
available. Or download online at  
holycrosschurch.org/adultfaith 

ADULT 

 
December 4:     

December 11:   

December 18:   

December 25:   

January 1, 2023: 

January 8: 

January 15: 

January 22: 

January 29:   

The Truth About Joy 

What It Means to Be Blessed (Luke 11:27-28) 

Where Joy Is Found (Psalm 16:11) 

Joy in The Journey (James 1:2-4)   

No Session 

No Session 

Pulled in Different Directions (Luke3:1-13) 

The Crippling Power of Fear (Luke 8:22-25) 

Ready, Steady, Go (Psalm 37:23-24) 

Suddenly Alone (John 16:32-33) 

Visual Faith Process Schedule 

 

The Holy Cross Book Club is open to anyone who is interested in 
reading and discussing books and routinely meets the fourth 
Thursday of every month from January through October and the 
Thursday before Thanksgiving in November. The group now 
meets via a hybrid format with both Zoom and in person access 
available. Join from wherever you are or meet in person—your 
choice!   
 
Our 2023 reading list is ready in time to add these books to our 
Christmas wish lists! See page 8 for details to join the Book Club 
meeting in January. If you have any questions, please email 
Melanie Houser at housermd@comcast.net 
 
2023 Book Club Selections 
 
Thursday, January 26 – hosted by Jeri Powers 

The Woman They Could Not Silence by Kate Moore 

 

Thursday, February 23 – hosted by Nancy Scarpelli 

The English American by Alison Larkin 

 

Thursday, March 23 – hosted by Melanie Houser 

The Island of Sea Women by Lisa See 

 

Thursday, April 27 – hosted by Kay Meyer 

The Body in the Clouds by Ashley Hay 

 

Thursday, May 25 – hosted by Felicia Brandt 

Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls 

 

Thursday, June 22 – hosted by Deb Sherrock 

A Place Called Home by David Ambroz 

 

Thursday, July 27 – hosted by Nancy Joiner 

Beneath a Scarlet Sky by Mark Sullivan 

 

Thursday, August 24 – hosted by Stephanie Warner 

Quiet Until the Thaw by Alexandra Fuller 

 

Thursday, September 28 – hosted by Heidi Dinter 

The Midnight Library by Matt Haig 

 

Thursday, October 26 – Book Club Group 

Meet to select 2024 books 

 

Thursday, November 16 – host Susan Williamson 

The Silent Sister by Diane Chamberlain 

https://www.holycrosschurch.org/adultfaith
mailto:housermd@comcast.net?subject=Book%20Club
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Saturday 
Men’s Group 

 
The Holy Cross Book Club usually meets on the fourth Thursday evening of each month from January 
through October and the Thursday before Thanksgiving in November. After meeting for the last few 
years primarily via Zoom, we are adopting a hybrid format of meeting in person and via Zoom. The 
hybrid format accommodates our remote members and those who prefer Zoom, and in the person 
method accommodates those who prefer face to face interaction (and possibly treats). 

We read various genres, including fiction, biography/memoir, nonfiction, mystery, cultural, historical 
and classics. Consider joining the group, if just for a book or two. If you have any questions, please 
email Melanie Houser at housermd@comcast.net. We take December off and will resume on Thursday, 
January 26 to discuss The Woman They Could Not Silence by Kate Moore. Look for the 2023 reading 
list on page 7. 

Quilting 
GROUP 

The Quilting Group gathers in-person on Wednesdays to sew as a group. Completed quilts are donated 
to COOL Ministries for families residing in their Family Housing program or to Project Linus, an                  
organization that provides blankets to comfort children who are seriously injured, traumatized, or in 
need. Contact Deb Sherrock at debs695@aol.com or (630) 267-7802 with any questions.  

            holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/301891517 

 

 
 

All men of faith are welcome. We are using Rachel Held Evans’ book “INSPIRED…Slaying Giants, 
Walking on Water, and the Loving the Bible Again.” Evans has written a love letter to scripture. She 
takes what has been weaponized against so many and reminds us again that there is a difference 
between activity for God and intimacy with God. Evans is honest about teasing out the flaws, beauty, 
strength and spirit of the scriptural narratives all at the same time. Evans invites us to see the Bible not 
as a static work but as a living, breathing, captivating and confounding book that is able to equip us and 
inspire us to participate in God’s loving and redemptive work in the world.  
 

The book is available either in the church office or on the shelves at the curiosity corner in the gathering 
space at no charge. Questions? Contact Pastor Bob at pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org or Steve 
Oelschlager at steve@holycrosschurch.org  

We always welcome more volunteers to help with hospitality. If you would like to help in this way, 
please contact office@holycrosschurch.org 

 

We will meet in the fellowship area on the second Monday of each month to knit, crochet and visit. No 
prior crafting experience necessary to learn how to make a prayer square.  
 

Each blanket or shawl created is dedicated at a worship service and then presented to the prayer recipient. 
These pieces offer the healing power of prayer, crafted as an expression of God’s love. To request a  
prayer blanket or shawl for a loved one, please contact the church office at office@holycrosschurch.org 
 

For questions, please contact Judy Luplow at (847) 367-0242. 

mailto:housermd@comcast.net?subject=Book%20Club
mailto:debs695@aol.com?subject=Quilting%20Group
http://zoom.us/j/301891517
mailto:pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Difficult%20Words%20of%20Jesus
mailto:steve@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Men's%20Group
mailto:office@holycrosschurch.org
mailto:office@holycrowsschurch.org?subject=Common%20Threads
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This is a wonderful way to begin the day with coffee, breakfast, fellowship and thought-provoking and         
stimulating conversation. All men are welcome to join us.  
 

Questions? Contact Pastor Bob at pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org  

Men’s  
Breakfast  

Group 

 

Grounded in Grace is a social opportunity for women of faith to connect together in fellowship.  
 

Join us if you can for fellowship and fun. Please note: ZűmBier does not serve food, so please feel free to 
bring a snack if you would like to share. Questions? Contact Terry Berger at terryberger.08@gmail.com 
or (224) 775-1479.  

Grounded 
in Grace 

Women’s 

Group 
Discussion 

Antiracism 
Roundtable

To join this group, please contact Jodi Zombolo at (224) 595-8573. Pilates meets in-person in the         
west wing. 

This group will be on hiatus for the month of December and will resume meeting in January 2023. 
 
The discussion topics for 2023 will continue to be taken from the book Wholehearted Faith by Rachel 
Held Evans. View the full schedule at HolyCrossChurch.org/virtualmeetings All women welcome. 
 

Contact Pastor Chris at pastorchris@holycrosschurch.org with any questions.  

Leadership and focus changes for this group will be coming in future months.  

 
Human Rights Day 2022 - December 10 

by Pastor Chris Neptun 
 
In November of 2017 the Church Council of the ELCA 
unanimously adopted a social statement on human rights. 
That statement acknowledges “As Christ on the cross did 
not lose his dignity, but in fact revealed himself fully in 
vulnerability, every human who is being mistreated retains 
the image of God that confers dignity. A society should not 
deny a person's dignity for any reason. This is true even if 
that person has acted maliciously and treated others 
inhumanely God's gift of dignity is immutable, indivisible 
and inseparable from our being.”   
 

Visit the ELCA’s website to read the full social statement 
on Human Rights: elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social
-Messages/Human-Rights 
 

The United Nations recognizes December 10 as Human 
Rights Day. To learn more about the observance of this 
day please visit the United Nations web page for human 
rights day: un.org/en/observances/human-rights-day  

mailto:terryberger.08@gmail.com?subject=GIG
http://HolyCrossChurch.org/virtualmeetings
http://elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Human-Rights
http://elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Human-Rights
http://un.org/en/observances/human-rights-day
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This Holiday Season, Donate  
Through AmazonSmile 

 

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know—same products, 
same prices, same service. It just uses the money saved on                       
advertising to help fund donations to charitable organizations.  
 

Setting up automatic donations is easy. Visit smile.amazon.com    
or use the Amazon app before you shop and select Holy Cross  
Lutheran Church as your charitable organization. If using a   
browser, bookmark smile.amazon.com to create a shortcut to 
quickly return to AmazonSmile every time you shop at Amazon 
and 0.5% of your purchase amount will be donated. 
 

This is an easy and                  
wonderful way that you can 
support Holy Cross’ ministry 
and work in our community 
during these trying times.   
 

 

We need your help to decorate the  
sanctuary for Christmas  

Do the holidays sometimes feel more hectic than holy? Grace 
your season with the calming effects of candles, carols and 
complation. There are angels still among us… if we are still 
enough to perceive them and receive them.  
 

This lovely, music-filled, contemplative Ecumenical Advent 
Worship service will be led by women in ministry from area 
churches at First Presbyterian Church of Libertyville. All are 
welcome!  
 

The evening begins at 7 pm with a twinkly-lighted reception 
featuring treats in the First Pres Libertyville social hall followed 
by worship at 7:30 pm in the chapel.   

A Sign of Thanks 
 

You may have noticed a significant improvement in our LED 
sign at the entrance to the parking lot since the end of summer. 
The displays on the previous sign had been misbehaving for 
years, so we worked with a new company to install brighter, 
consistently calibrated, higher-resolution displays, all directly 
controllable through the internet. In addition, the new panels are 
taller, meaning we bumped the smaller signs for CrossWays 
Preschool and Celebration! Childcare to the brick base. Given the 
amount of traffic on St Mary's Road and in and out of our parking 
lot, we feel our sign is a critical communication tool for letting 
people know that something special is happening at Holy Cross. 
 
Our new sign looks great but is even more remarkable because a 
generous gift from one of our members funded the overhaul and 
upgrade. We are grateful for the specific donation that allowed us 
to move ahead with the sign project, as we are thankful for all the 
support Holy Cross receives to make our ministries possible. For 
all of your investments of time, leadership, and financial 
resources, we enthusiastically say Thank You! 

Tuesday, December 13 
7 to 8:30 pm - Heavy lifters/move décor from storage. 
 

Thursday, December 15 & Friday, December 16  
10 am to 3 pm - Assemble trees, light and fluff trees. 
 

Sunday, December 18 
Following 10 am worship (11:15 am to 3 pm) 
Heavy lifters and many volunteers needed to decorate trees, gathering 
space, sanctuary, etc. Lunch will be provided.  
 

Tuesday, January 3 & Wednesday, January 4 
10 am to 3 pm - Take down décor from sanctuary. 
 

Thursday, January 5 
7 to 8 pm - Heavy lifters/return décor to basement. 
 

Please contact the church office to let us know if you can assist at any 
of the times listed above at office@holycrosschurch.org or                                 
(847) 367-4060.  

http://smile.amazon.com
http://smile.amazon.com
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by Samantha Cooper  
Director of CrossWays Preschool & Celebration! Childcare 

Happy Holidays 
 

It’s the most wonderful time of the year! Students are eagerly 
awaiting the arrival of Santa. Each student is making sure they 
are on the good list. This month, classrooms will be talking about 
the Christmas holiday as well as Jesus’ birthday. The Ladybug 
Room will be filling their sensory table with hot cocoa and 
creating their reading nook featuring a fireplace and stockings. 
The classrooms will also be having a Polar Express day. The 
Caterpillars will be making a polar express train, too. Our 
Enrichment classes are continuing their cooking unit. They will 
be focusing on holiday goodies such as Christmas cookies!  
 

CrossWays Preschool will once again have their Christmas 
concert performance! The concert will be in person this year 
instead of a virtual concert during last year. We are looking 
forward to parents joining us in person for the special day before 
the students leave for winter break.  
 

We will be having our Christmas party in a few weeks to 
celebrate the merry season. Students will enjoy holiday treats, 
themed games, and enjoy a visit from Santa Claus! Parent helpers 
will be invited to the party to assist the classrooms with games 
and crafts. Students and staff are encouraged to wear their 
favorite holiday shirt to make the party even more festive!  

Celebration! Childcare CrossWays Preschool 

celebration@holycrosschurch.org 
(847) 367-6208 
cchildcare.org 

Celebration! 
Childcare 

crossways@holycrosschurch.org 
(847) 367-4367 
cpreschool.org 

CrossWays 
Preschool 

Learning in a Winter Wonderland 
 

Outdoor winter play is an important part of development for 
students of all ages. The benefit of playing in nature is one we all 
know but adding the excitement of the cold and snow brings a new 
experience to the outdoors. Although the air is cold, exposing 
children to fresh air helps with physical and emotional 
development. Playing in the snow leads to creativity in students. It 
also gives them the chance to better their social skills, critical 
thinking, self-confidence, and more! Students also improve their 
self-help skills by independently putting on their snow gear. We are 
looking forward to a season full of snowy activities. From sledding 
to snowman building, our children will have plenty of opportunities 
to experience life outdoors this winter.  
 

Students will be enjoying a Holiday Party this year with our guest 
of honor… Santa Claus! Each classroom will be creating games, 
crafts and fun activities for the children to enjoy. We will also be 
serving yummy treats for the students as their snack. The best part 
is that Santa will be visiting in person! Last year, we had a virtual 
phone call with Santa. It will be a jolly good time having Santa 
back at our school.  

Celebration! Childcare Important Dates 
 

Decewmber 7 & 20: Chapel 
December 14: Christmas Party 
December 14: Christmas Jammie Day 
December 23 & 26: No school 
December 30: Early Release (close at 4pm) 
January 2:  No School 

CrossWays Preschool Important Dates  
 

December 7 & 20: Chapel 
December 14: Christmas Party 
December 19: Christmas Concert 
December 21: Christmas Jammie Day 
December 2 - January 6: Winter Break 
January 9: Classes resume 

Ornament Decorating 

Each year, our students and staff decorate an ornament for our 
center Christmas Tree. This year, we will be using soup cup caps 
to create ornaments! Each student and staff will be given a cap to 
design as they like. The ornaments will be on display for the 
month of December and returned after the holidays for families to 
enjoy each year. We will be asking for ornaments to be returned 
prior to our Christmas Party and Santa visiting so all our visitors 
can see the wonderfully crafted ornaments.  

We have started something new for our CrossWays Preschool and 
Celebration! Childcare families! Each month on our Facebook page 
at fb.com/crosswayscelebration we are posting a video of a teacher 
or staff member reading a story. The videos are posted in the                 
evenings after school hours for students to be able to enjoy at           
bedtime. The best part is that our Itty Bitty Bedtime Stories playlist 
is available to view over and over again! So far, we have uploaded 
two bedtime stories for students to watch. We have received lovely 
feedback from our families and the kiddos have loved seeing their 
teachers virtually at home! Our next video will be posted for the 
month of December in the coming weeks. We welcome you to also 
visit the Itty Bitty Bedtime Stories playlist on our Facebook page at 
bit.ly/ittybittybedtimestories and share the experience with your 
own children, grandchildren, nephews, nieces, or young friends. 

Date: Friday, December 9 
Time: 6 - 10 pm 
Location: Celebration! Childcare 
Reserve by: Tuesday, December 6 

Enjoy an evening of child-free holiday 
shopping or dinner out while the kids 
have fun with themed crafts and 
games! Flyer: bit.ly/PNOholiday 

https://www.facebook.com/crosswayscelebration
https://bit.ly/ittybittybedtimestories
https://bit.ly/PNOholiday
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CONFIRMATION 

  

6th - 8th Grade Confirmation 
 

We've had a full year of classes and service nights, our most 
recent one being a night spent at Shepherd of the Lakes 
Lutheran Church preparing beds for PADS of Lake County. It 
was an eye opening night learning what it means to experience 
homelessness here in our hometowns. Our students said they 
want to do it again, so we're working it into our spring 
schedule! Details coming soon.  
 
Class schedule (6:30 - 8 pm) 
Winter break: November 27 - January 1 
January 8, 22, 29  
February 5, 12, 19, 26  
March 5, 12 
 

PADS Packing Schedule 
Second and Fifth Sundays of the month - pack lunches in the 
Holy Cross kitchen between worship services on December 
11, January 8 & 29, February 12, March 12 
 
Our confirmation classes are on break for the month of 
December. We’re looking forward to seeing students return on 
January 8, 2023! 
 
Questions? Contact Deaconess Katie Freund at 
deaconesskatie@holycrosschurch.org 

 CHILDREN        YOUTH 

by Deaconess Katie Freund 
 

This year our theme for Sunday 
mornings is “Growing in Faith”   
and we’re starting at 9:05 am in the 
Sanctuary where the kids will have their own time to pray and 
praise God. The three age groups are 3 to 5 year olds, K to 2nd 
grade, and 3rd to 5th grade. 
 

And parents/guardians are welcome to join in the fun. If you’re 
looking for your own moment of quiet adult time, see details 
about the adult faith formation option “Visual Faith” on page 7.  
 

During the Christmas break, we’re offering a chance for some 
intergenerational coloring during our coffee hour between the 
two services. All ages welcome! We’ll resume growing in faith 
for our children’s faith formation on Sunday, January 8.  
 

Teachers Wanted! 
“Growing in Faith” is… well… growing! Are you interested in 
helping us with our kids? There’s been an increase in kids 
coming on Sunday mornings and we could use a few teachers! 
We’ve had an awesome team of helpers for the fall, and now we 
need a couple more. Are you up for some fun? Email Deaconess 
Katie to sign up at deaconesskatie@holycrosschurch.org 

Growing In Faith Fall Class Schedule 
 

    Drop off: 9:05 am in the Sanctuary 
    Pick up: 9:50 am in the west wing                                   
 

December 4: Jonah & the Big Fish (Jonah 1-4) 
December 11: A Child Called Immanuel (Isaiah 7:10-17) 
December 18: Christmas Pageant (during 10 am worship)  
December 25 - January 1: Winter break  
                           Coloring Posters with music and hot cocoa 
                           will be available 

It’s that time of year! The return of 
good cheer! 
 

It is exciting for our 3 year olds to 
5th graders to have a Christmas 
program again after a two year 
hiatus!  

 

For any questions related to Milestone Ministries, please contact 
Deaconess Katie Freund at deaconesskatie@holycrosschurch.org 
 

To learn more about Milestone Ministries visit  
HolyCrossChurch.org/milestoneministries                   

Stay tuned for our Milestone Ministry opportunities coming this 
spring! 
 
Live Your Faith: 5th Grade  
February 11 
 

Toddler Playdate: 2 year olds and under  
February 25 
 

Ten Commandments: 4th Grade  
March 11 
 

Playful Prayerful: Kindergarten  
April 23 

We’re encouraging the entire congregation to wear their 
favorite “ugly” Christmas sweater as we make cozy memories. 
After two years of quiet Christmases we’re focusing on the joy 
of being together, so show us your yuletide swag. The whole 
congregation will join us for interactive story telling and sing 
some beloved songs. 

Sunday, December 18  
during 10 am worship  

mailto:deaconesskatie@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Growing%20in%20Faith
mailto:deaconesskatie@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Milestone%20Ministries
http://HolyCrossChurch.org/milestoneministries
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          Oh What Fun!  
                 by Pastor Chris Neptun 

 
Christmas Party & Gift Exchange (<$15) 
Date: Sunday, December 11 
Time: 4 - 5:30 pm 
Location: Holy Cross Fellowship Area 
Cost: Free   
RSVP at HolyCrossChurch.org/crossroads 

 
High School youth are invited to join us in the Fellowship Area 
for a Christmas party! We’ll hold a gift exchange. Please 
purchase a gift for no more than $15 and bring it wrapped. 
Candy, gift cards, and small toys are great ideas for this. 

Portillo’s and Barnelli’s Pasta Bowl will be provided! Friends 
are always welcome! 

Peace to you,  
Pastor Chris 
 
Questions? Contact Pastor Chris, Becky or Nikki  
Pastor Chris pastorchris@holycrosschurch.org  
Becky Sawle becky.earthlaughsinflowers@gmail.com 
Nikki Spencer nikolspencer@gmail.com  

What’s Up Next?  
Feed My Starving Children 
Date: Saturday, January 21  
Time: 4:30 - 6:15 pm followed by dinner at Culvers 
Location: 742 East Park Avenue, Libertyville 

Crossroads Mission Trip - Summer 2023 
   

Group Mission Trips Week of Hope 
Sunday, July 16 – Friday, July 21 

Indianapolis, IN 
Students entering 8th grade through High School  

students who graduate in 2023  
 
Crossroads is planning a mission trip for July 2023. It’s been a 
few years since we’ve been able to take a trip (thanks COVID). 
We’re planning on a trip to Indianapolis for Group Mission 
Trip’s Week of Hope with the youth of Joy! Lutheran in Gurnee. 
 

Indianapolis is famous around the world for fast cars and the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway, but the city has a lot more to 
offer visitors including being the state capital of Indiana home 
to the Indianapolis Museum of Art which unveiled the largest 
contemporary art park in the country, and the legendary Hinkle 
Fieldhouse, site of the 1954 “Milan Miracle” that inspired the 
basketball film Hoosiers.  
 

The city is also an increasingly diverse place, with 40,000 
foreign-born individuals moving to Indianapolis since 2000 - a 
faster pace than even Chicago. Indy is now home to growing 
Mexican, Chinese, Sikh, Burmese, and Nigerian communities. 
Domestic violence has become a major issue in Indy. You can 
be a blessing to many families by supplying food, providing 
home repairs, or giving children a safe place to be during the 
day.  
 

As you delight in the sights and activities, you’ll enjoy getting 
to know the people of this amazing community—and Week of 
Hope offers you an amazing opportunity to serve those who 
may have been forgotten or may just need a little hope. 

Richardson Recap 
 

 

Crossroads had a great event at Richardson Adventure Farm 
in October! Before exploring the corn maze and farm we 
shared time with the Joy! Lutheran youth around the campfire. 
What would a campfire be without hotdogs and s’mores?  
 
We discussed Jesus’ desire for each person to experience all 
that life has to offer. He comes to release us from what weighs 
us down. After writing one thing that weighs us down on a 
note card, each student was encouraged to place their card in 
the fire as a reminder of God’s love for us! 

High School Youth Group 

HolyCrossChurch.org/crossroads        

http://HolyCrossChurch.org/crossroads
mailto:pastorchris@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Crossroads
mailto:becky.earthlaughsinflowers@gmail.com?subject=Crossroads
mailto:nikolspencer@gmail.com?subject=Crossroads
http://instagram.com/crossroadshcyg
http://HolyCrosschurch.org/crossroads
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Scripture in the Season 
of Advent 

Hope for Creation 
by Leo Karris 

          COOL Ministries  
         Holiday Programs  
                 by Jill McKeon 
 

Calling all Thrivent members. Please consider donating to COOL 
Ministries through the Thrivent Choice Dollars program. COOL 
Ministries could use the donations to help supplement the food 
pantry. If you have any questions regarding how to process, please 
contact Steve Oelschlager at steve@holycrosschurch.org 
 
Please see page 5 for more information on how to support The 
Giving Tree holiday programs. So many opportunities to spread the 
holiday spirit and Christmas cheer.  
 
You may also continue to support COOL Ministries  
by donating online at donate.holycrosschurch.org 
 
Once again, thank you for supporting COOL Ministries. 

 

PADS Ministry Support  
                                        by Peg Chartier 

 

Happy Holidays from the PADS ministry team! November 
found us back in the kitchen with the wonderful confirmands 
and their parents. Thank you for being so enthusiastic about 
making sandwiches and packing much-appreciated lunches. We 
are looking forward to more fun on December 11! (See the full 
PADS lunch packing schedule on page 12.) 
 
On December 26 we will provide a Feliz Navidad-themed 
dinner to the guests at Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church 
(SOTL) in Grayslake. Our service will include dinner, serving 
and clean up. If you and your family want to participate in our 
ministry, we welcome new friends to join us anytime. We have 
more upcoming meals going to SOTL guests on February 27, 
March 27 and April 24. Watch the Holy Cross website soon for 
easy, straightforward ways to sign up to donate prepared food 
or volunteer a couple hours of your time. 
 
The PADS ministry team wishes you and your 
families a blessed Christmas! We would be very 
grateful to be considered part of your holiday 
giving. Make your donations online to benefit  
PADS at donate.holycrosschurch.org 

As we get ready to welcome the season of Advent and 
gathering around the Advent wreath, I share some passages 
here that can be added to the practice of scripture reading and 
prayer as you light a new candle each week. It can be a way to 
enter into the hope for Creation restored. 

 

Romans 8:18-19,22 
I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. For the 
creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 
children of God. We know that the whole creation has been 
groaning in labor pains… 
 

Jeremiah 12:4 
How long will the land mourn, and the grass of every field 
wither? 
 

Psalm 69:34, Psalm 107:15 
Let heaven and earth praise him, the seas and everything that 
moves in them. Let them thank the Lord for the Lord’s 
steadfast love, for the Lord’s wonderous works to humankind. 
 

Isaiah 65:17 
For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the 
former things shall not be remembered or come to mind. 
 

Creation, like us in a time of Advent, eagerly awaits and 
hopes for renewal and restoration. And in the birth of a child, 
let it be so. 
 
Reference: Awakening to God’s Call to Earthkeeping, ELCA 2006 
Bible passages from NRSV 

Green Oaks  

Holiday Chorus  
Benefit Concert for  

PADS of Lake County   

Friday, December 16 at 7:30 pm  
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Sanctuary  

 

             The chorus will perform seasonal choral selections,                           
            popular Christmas songs and carols. This concert has                          
just the right dose of Christmas cheer to get you and your                   
family infused with Christmas spirit. No reservations or tickets 
required. The concert is free, but donations to PADS Lake County 
are appreciated. All welcome! 

Visit the Olive Wood Project Table for Your 
Christmas Shopping 

by Patty Moyer 
 

Please stop by the table in the gathering space to shop for olive 
wood carvings and unique gift items from Bethlehem and 
Jerusalem. We have several new items including votive candle 
holders and Christmas ornaments, as well as jewelry, figurines, 
musical nativities, crosses, and kitchen utensils. Items will be 
on sale between worship services on Sunday, December 11. 

 
If you aren’t able to shop on this date, we are also happy to 
arrange for sales and pick-up at another time. Please contact 
Patty Moyer at patty@concertedsystems.com or (847) 502-3196 
if you are interested in purchasing items from The Olive Wood 
Project or helping with sales.  
 
All money from your purchases is sent 
to a cooperative of Christian carvers in 
Bethlehem to help them support their 
families during these difficult times. 
Michael and Carmen Zoughbi, the 
founders of the cooperative, have visited 
Holy Cross several times to speak about 
life in Bethlehem and Jerusalem. 

mailto:patty@concertedsystems.com?subject=Olive%20Wood
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Thursday, December 15 
7 pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal, 402 
 

Friday, December 16 
7:30 pm Green Oaks Holiday Chorus Concert, Sanctuary 
 

Sunday, December 18 
8 am Worship with Holy Communion, Sanctuary & livestream  
9 am Faith Formation 
10 am Worship with Holy Communion, Sanctuary & livestream 
11:30 am Sanctuary Decorating, Fellowship Area 
 

Monday, December 19 
6 pm Pilates, Celebration! Childcare atrium 
7 pm BSA Troop 194 meeting, 404 
 

Tuesday, December 20 
7 am Men’s Breakfast Group, The Liberty Restaurant 
10:30 am ECM Chapel, Sanctuary 
 

Friday, December 23 
Celebration! Childcare closed 
Church office hours: 9 am - 1 pm 
 

Saturday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 
4 pm Worship with Holy Communion & Candle Lighting,  
 Sanctuary & livestream 
8 pm Worship with Holy Communion & Candle Lighting,  
 Sanctuary 
10 pm Worship with Holy Communion & Candle Lighting,  
 Sanctuary 
 

Sunday, December 25 
Christmas Day 
10 am Worship with Holy Communion, Sanctuary & livestream 
 

Monday,  December 26 
Celebration! Childcare closed 
Church office closed 
 

Tuesday, December 27 
Church office hours: 9 am - 1 pm 
7 am Men’s Breakfast Group, The Liberty Restaurant 
6 pm Pilates, Celebration! Childcare atrium 
 

Wednesday, December 28 
Church office hours: 9 am - 1 pm 
 

Thursday, December 29 
Church office hours: 9 am - 1 pm 
 

Friday, December 30 
Church office hours: 9 am - 1 pm 
 

Sunday, January 1,  2023 
New Year’s Day 
10 am Worship with Holy Communion, Sanctuary & livestream 
 

Monday, January 2 
Celebration! Childcare closed 
Church office closed 

December Calendar 

Thursday, December 1  
7 pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal, 402 
 

Friday, December 2 
11 am Cookie Walk Cookie Drop-Off, Fellowship Area 
6 pm BSA 194 Lock-In, 402 
 

Saturday, December 3 
8:30 am 14th Annual Christmas Cookie Walk, Fellowship Area 
5:30 pm Blue Christmas Worship, Sanctuary 
 

Sunday, December 4 
8 am Worship with Holy Communion, Sanctuary & livestream  
9 am Faith Formation 
10 am Worship with Holy Communion, Sanctuary & livestream  
11 am CANCELED Bears/Packers Watch Party 
 

Monday, December 5 
6 pm Pilates, Celebration! Childcare atrium 
6:30 pm Willow House, Fellowship Area 
 

Tuesday, December 6 
7 am Men’s Breakfast Group, The Liberty Restaurant 
4 pm Red Rose Choirs, 402 
 

Wednesday, December 7 
9 am      Quilting Group, 404 
10:30 am ECM Chapel, Sanctuary 
4 pm Red Rose Choirs, 402 
 

Thursday, December 8 
7 pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal, 402 
 

Friday, December 9 
6 pm ECM Parents Night Out, Childcare Atrium 
6:30 pm Grounded in Grace, Zűm Bier, Waukegan 
 

Saturday, December 10 
7 am  Saturday Morning Men’s Group, 208 
 

Sunday,  December 11 
8 am Worship, Sanctuary & livestream  
9 am Faith Formation 
9:15 am Confirmation Class Packs PADS Lunches, Kitchen 
10 am Worship, Sanctuary & livestream  
 

Monday, December 12 
1 pm Common Threads, Fellowship Area 
6 pm Green Oaks Chorus Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
6 pm Pilates, Celebration! Childcare Atrium 
7 pm BSA Troop 194 meeting, 404 
 

Tuesday, December 13 
7 am Men’s Breakfast Group, The Liberty Restaurant 
4 pm Red Rose Choirs, 402 
7 pm Transition Team Meeting, 208 
 

Wednesday, December 14 
9 am      Quilting Group, 404 
4 pm Red Rose Choirs, 402 
7 pm Church Council Meeting 
7 pm Project Healing Waters, Fellowship Area 



 FIRST CLASS 
U.S. POSTAGE  

PAID 
Libertyville, IL 
Permit No. 14 

Postmaster: Request in home by DECEMBER 1 

Blue Christmas 
December 3 at 5:30 pm  - Sanctuary 

 

 

Sundays  
December 4, 11, 18   

8 & 10 am - Sanctuary & Livestream 
 

Christmas Eve  
Saturday, December 24  
4, 8 & 10 pm  - Sanctuary 

 

Christmas Day  
Sunday, December 25 

10 am  - Sanctuary 
 

 

View details on page 2  

All members and guests are encouraged to 
wear their favorite “ugly” Christmas sweater for 

our children’s Christmas program!  
Details on page 12 

Sunday, December 18  
during 10 am worship  

Saturday, December 3 

5:30 pm 

                                                             See page 2 

Cookie Walk 
Date: Saturday, December 3 

Time: 8:30 - 11 am 
$10 per pound                

All proceeds benefit three 
organizations supporting 

the Two Strike 
Community at the 

Rosebud Sioux 
reservation  

in SD. 

Raffles       Ornaments       Gifts   

Christmas Party Hop 
Holy Cross Praise Band 

 

Date: Saturday, December 10  
Time: 7 - 10 pm 
Location: Fellowship area 
Free admission.                        Details on page 4. 

  

  


